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UNITED STATES 
Patented April 18, 1905. 

PATENT OFFICE. 

COLLINS ARNOLD, OF ALBANY, NEW YORK. 

sHELF-GooDs Box. 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 787,712, dated April 18, 1905. 
Application filed April 21 

To all avhom, iit, Ina? concern: 
Beit known that I, CoLLINS ARNOLD, a citi 

zen of the United States, and a resident of Al 
bany, in the county of Albany and State of 
New York, have invented new and useful Im 
provements in Shelf-Goods Boxes, of which 
the following is a specification. 
Myinvention relatesto a portable shelf-box 

orgoods-case foruse on shelves of stores, hav 
ing an interior drawerto contain articles of 
merchandise, &c. Its object is to produce a 
practically unbreakable, very strong, and du 
rable shelf-goods box which will be light, 
practically dust-proof, and always presenta 
neat appearance. A series of these boxes can 
be piled one upon the other and any drawer 
can be withdrawn and replaced without dis 
turbing the otherboxes. The boxes have no 
removable coversand but one open end, which 
is closed by the drawer-head, and one ormore 
drawers may be fitted in a single covering or 
box, if desired. 
The invention consistsin the novel construc 

tion of the box and novel arrangements of 
parts therein, as hereinafter described, and set 
forth in the claims, and will be readilyunder 
stood from the following description, when 
taken in connection with the accompanying 
drawings, in which 

Figure 1 isplan view, partly in section, of 
a shelf-boxembodying my invention. Fig. 2 
isa longitudinal section through Fig. 1. Fig. 
3 is a section on line 1 1 in Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is 
a front end view of the box, and Fig. 5 is a 
rear end view thereof. Fig. 6 is an enlarged 
detail section illustrating the preferred con 
struction of the walls of the casing and drawer 
for large-sized boxes. Fig. 7 is a frontend 
view of the throat-piece detached. Fig. 8 is 
a top view of the throat-piece, partly in sec 
tion, on line 22 in Fig. 7. Fig. 9 is a trans 
verse section online 33, Fig. 7. Fig. 10 shows 
a stack of shelf-boxes and the means for keep 
ing the same in position on a shelf and on each 
other. Fig. 11 is an enlarged detail vertical 
section through the front end of shelf-box 
with drawer closed. Fig. 12 is an enlarged 
perspective view of the throat-piece detached. 
Figs. 13, 14, 15, and 16 are enlarged detail 

5o views of parts of the throat-piece. 
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. In the drawings, A represents the casing of 
myshelf-box, and B the drawerthereof. The 
top A', sides A*A*, bottom A, and rear end 
A of the casing A are made of any suitable 
material, such as strawboard, Wood or veneer, 
buckram, or combinations thereof, anda metal 
throat-piece C surrounds the open front end 
of the casing. 
Small casings may be made of a single thick 

ness of material, while large casings are pref 
erably made of two or more thicknesses of 
material securely cemented together. In Fig. 
6 the top A'and bottom A*are shown asformed 
of two thicknesses of material, while the rear 
end Ais shown as made up of three thick 
eSSeS. 
The metal throat-piece C is made of any 

suitable metal, preferably of tin-plate. Its 

CºCºeach consists of a single piece of metal 
bent longitudinally upon itself, as shown in 
Figs. 13, 14, and 15, to strengthen said parts, 
and the extremities of the end parts Cºare 
bent inward, as at cº, to lap over the ends of 
parts C'Cºat the corners of the throat-piece, 
as shown, andare securely fastened thereto, 
as by solder. The bending of the metal in 
parts C'CºCºstiffens all portions of the throat 
piece and producesa double thickness of metal 

piece. The outer double edge of each part 
C'CºCºis also bent outward at right angles, 
so as to form ribs c' ciº cºat right angles to 
the main body of the throat-piece, against 
which ribs the forward ends of the top, sides, 
and bottom of the casing abut, as shown in 
Figs. 8, 9, and 11. The top part C of the 
throat-piece is also formed with an internal 
bend or shoulder C", which prevents entrance 
of dust into the box when the drawer Bis 
closed and acts as a stop to prevent the drawer 
being pushed too farinward. The ribs cºccº 
are beveled at the ends of the parts, so as to 
form neat miter-joints at the corners of the 
throat-piece, asshown in Figs. 4, 7, 12, and 13, 
and give the appearance of a continuous metal 
plate or facing around the mouth of the-eas-- 1 
ing. This metal throat-piece is inserted in 
the front open end of the casing with its in 

I ner main portion closely contacting the in 

at the top, sides, and bottom of the throat-- 
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2 787,712 

ner surfaces of the top, bottom, and side walls 
of the casing and with its outer flange or ribs 
cº cºcº closely fitting against the end edges of 
said Walls, as shown in Figs. 2 and 11. 
The throat-piece is secured to the walls of 

the casing by suitable means, such as rivets D. 
In order to hold the boxes in position on the 
shelves, a button Emay be pivoted to the rear 
end of the casing near its lower side, and the 
button E on the lowest box can be turned 
down into a groove e, provided in the shelf 
E', on which the boxes are placed and will 
prevent the box being moved forward or 
backward on the shelf, while allowing the 
box to be moved laterally on the shelf. The 
button E can be turned so as to lie wholly 
above the lower surface of the box, if desired. 
When the boxes are placed one above the 
other, as in Fig. 10, the button E of the su 
perposed boxes can be turned down to engage 
the rear end of the subjacent box, and thus 
all the boxes will be held against forward lon 
gitudinal movement, so that it is not neces 
sary to hold the casings by hand when remov 
ing the drawers. 
The drawer B of the box may have its walls 

formed of one ormore thicknesses of straw 
board, veneer, or buckram, or combinations 
thereof, like the casing. In Fig. 6 the bottom 
Bis shown formed of two thicknesses and 
the end B of three thicknesses. The front 
end piece Bºof the draweris of greater depth 
or height than the interior depthor height of 
the case, so that the upper margin b of piece 
Bºis adapted to abut against the shoulder Cº 
of the throat-piece C when the draweris fully 
closed and forma dust-proof joint therewith. 
This drawer is provided at rear with a trans 
verse guard or device Fto prevent articlesin 
the drawer rising at its rearend and obstruct 
ing the replacing of the drawerin the casing. 
This guard may be formed of any suitable 
material. 
Secured to the outer end piece Bºof the 

drawer is a label-holder G (see Figs. 2 and 4) 
and a drop-handle Gº, pivoted to pinsg, whose 
stems g' pass through openings in the lower 
corners of the label-holder Gand through the 
front end of the drawer and are secured in 
place by any suitable means, as nuts g°. 

Having thus described my invention, what 
I claim as new, and desire tosecure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. In a shelf-box, the combination of a cas 
ing open at its front end, and a throat-piece 
fitted around the open end of the casing and 
reinforcing the same; with a drawer slidably 
fitted within said casing, substantially as de 
scribed. 

2. In a shelf-box, the combination of a cas 
ing open at front, and a reinforcing metallic 

throat-piece secured to the front end of tne 
casing around the opening therein, and hav 
ing a dust-guard; with a drawer slidably fitted 
within said casing, substantially as described. 

3. In a shelf-box comprising a casing hav 
ing an open front end, a metallic throat-piece 
fitted to andaround the opening of the casing 
having a dust-guard; and a drawer slidably 
fitted in the casing and having a projecting 
front end adapted to engage the dust-guard, 
substantially as described. 

4. In a shelf-box, the combination of a cas 
ing open at its frontend and having its walls 
formed of layers of light material, and a me 75 
tallic flanged throat-piece secured to the front 
end of the box around the opening therein; 
with a drawerhavingits walls formed oflayers 
oflightmaterial, and slidably fitted in the cas 
ing, substantially as described. 

5. In a shelf-box, the combination of the 
casing having an open front end and imper 
forate top, bottom, side and rearend Walls, 
and a metallic throat-piece fitted to andaround 
the openingin the casingand havinga depend 
ingdust-guardonits upper part; with a drawer 
slidably fitted in the casing and having an up 
wardly-projecting front end adapted to en 
gage the dust-guard, for the purpose and sub 
stantially as described. 

6. In combination, a casing having an open 
end anda throat-piece surrounding the edges 
of the casing at the open end thereof, said 
throat-piece consisting of strips of metal each 
bent upon itself to reinforce the front edges 
of the case, substantially as described. 

7. In combination, an open-ended casingand 
a throat-piece surrounding the edges of the 
casing at its open end, said throat-piece hav 
ing portions forming a lining for the front 
and inner edges of the case, and other por 
tions covering the outer edge of the case. 

8. A shelf-box comprising a casinghaving 
an open front end, a throat-piece fitted to and 
around the open end of the casing, a drawer 
fitted in the casing, and a device attached to 
the rear end of the casing to prevent longitu 
dinal displacement thereof as the drawerisin 
serted orremoved, substantially as described. 

9. In combination, a series of superimposed 
shelf-boxes, a drawer in each box, and a de 
vice attached to the rear end of each box 
whereby the lowermost box may be engaged 
with the shelf or support, and each upperbox 
may be engaged with the next lower box, so 
asto prevent longitudinal displacement of the 
boxes as the drawersare withdrawn, substan 
tially as described. 

COLLINIS ARNOLD. 
Witnesses: 

CHARLES SELKIRK, 
A. SELKIRK. 
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