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57 ABSTRACT 
The present invention relates to a figure toy which will 
move its mouth and emit a sound when the toy is ma 
nipulated in a certain manner. The sound is produced 
by a plurality of vibrating reeds each of which is 
mounted on a piston which is contained in a closed 
cylinder. The pistons are mounted on legs of the fig 
ure, the legs acting as piston rods. The legs are ground 
supportable and support the figure toy in an erect po 
sition. The sound is emitted when the legs and pistons 
are caused to move upwardly in the cylinders thereby 
forcing trapped air out of the cylinders past the reeds 
which causes the reeds to vibrate and emit the sound. 

2 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures 
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FIGURE TOY WITH WARIABLE SOUNDING 
MEANS 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to figure toys and in 
particular to figure toys which emit sound when manip 
ulated in a particular manner. 
Figure toys are known in which sound is produced by 

the action of some sort of bellows or other air actuated 
means within the figure toys. Such toys have often been 
popular with children since they require the expending 
of energy to operate and produce unusual sounds 
which are capable of keeping the child's attention over 
a substantial period of time. 

In the present invention a reed type sound device is 
vibrated by the passage of trapped air past the reed 
which produces the emitted sound. 
The principal object of the invention is to produce a 

figure toy which when properly manipulated will pro 
duce a series of short sounds of varying loudness and 
tone characteristics. A further object is to provide such 
a figure toy in which the manipulations will also cause 
a characteristic movement of a mouth portion of the 
toy. Further objects and advantages will become appar 
ent from the following specification and accompanying 
drawings. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The sound producing mechanism of the present in 
vention is shown in the form of a figure toy, or the like, 
which includes a cylinder, an air responsive sound de 
vice in the form of a reed mounted within the cylinder, 
and movable means associated with the reed and oper 
able to create a flow of air past the reed to cause it to 
vibrate. The operable means includes a pair of movable 
spring biased legs which act as piston rods. A reed is 
mounted on a piston at the upper end of each of the pis 
ton rods which form the legs. As the legs and pistons 
are forced upwardly within the cylinders, trapped air in 
the cylinders is forced past the reeds to cause them to 
vibrate and emit a sound. A lower mouth portion is piv 
otally mounted below an upper mouth portion such 
that the lower mouth portion will flap up and down 
when the figure toy is manipulated. A pair of "button 
type' eyes on the head portion also simulate normal 
eye movement when the figure toy is manipulated. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the figure toy of this 
invention; 
FIG. 2 is a partially broken away vertical section gen 

erally along a front-to-rear center line of the toy; 
FIG. 3 is a partially broken away side-to-side vertical 

sectional view through the toy to illustrate the opera 
tion of the movable legs; and 
FIG. 4 is an exploded view of one of the cylinders, 

pistons, and the cylinder caps. 
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 

EMBODIMENT 

The figure toy of the present invention, generally des 
ignated 10, is formed in the shape of a chicken, includ 
ing a head portion 12 and a torso portion 14 ground 
supportable on two legs 16. The head 12 is connected 
to the torso 14 by a section of corrugated or accordian 
like plastic tubing 18 which is capable of being con 
tracted and expanded in length or of being curved or 
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2 
bent preferably to give a weaving or bobbing action to 
the head portion 14. The head portion is formed of 
plastic or other suitable material and is generally hol 
low containing a simulated comb 20 and a rigid upper 
beak or mouth portion 22 formed as a unitary member 
with the head. A lower beak or mouth 24 is pivotally 
supported in the head 12 by means of a pin 26. The 
lower beak portion 24 is weighted in such a manner 
that the upper beak 22 and the lower beak 24 will nor 
mally remain apart, but such that the lower beak por 
tion 24 will flap simulating the life-like characteristics 
of the prototype when the toy is manipulated. A pair of 
eyes, including a dark colored disc portion or "button" 
27 freely movable within a clear plastic hollow disc 28, 
are also provided on the head portion 12 to simulate 
eye movement when the figure toy is manipulated. 
The torso portion 14 is formed in the shape of the 

body of a chicken, including a tail portion 30 and wings 
32. Two cylinders 34 are mounted to the torso portion 
14 substantially on the interior thereof and extend ver 
tically from the inside of the back or top wall of the 
torso 14 downwardly through the bottom wall of the 
torSO. 
A sound-producing means is provided which prefera 

bly simulates the sounds made by the particular figure, 
such as chicken or rooster sounds. The sound produc 
ing means includes a reed 36 suspended across a slot 38 
on the top of each of a pair of pistons 40. Each piston 
40 is in the shape of a spool with two disc-like end por 
tions 42 of slightly larger diameter than the central por 
tion of the spool. The slot 38 on top of the piston 40 is 
connected to an air escapement or bleeder hole 44 
through the vertical length of the piston 40. The piston 
40 is connected to or can be molded integrally with the 
legs 16 of the toy figure. The legs act as piston rods for 
forcing the piston 40 upwardly within the cylinders 34 
when a vertical downward force is applied to the body 
of figure toy as the toy is positioned erect on a support 
ing surface. Each leg or piston rod 16 is provided with 
a spline 48 along the entire length of the piston rod to 
prevent rotation of the piston rod 16 and piston 14. The 
lower portion of each of the cylinders 34 is closed by 
a cap, generally designated 50. The cap 50 is in the 
form of a disc having a small diameter portion 52 which 
fits within the bottom of cylinder 34 and a larger diam 
eter portion 54 which is the same diameter as the out 
side of the cylinder 34. The cap 50 also is provided with 
a plurality of holes 56 to allow the escapement of air 
from within the cylinder, as well as a central keyhole 58 
which guides the legs or piston rods 16. A coil spring 
59 is fitted within each cylinder on top of the pistons 
to bias the pistons outwardly relative to the cylinders 
and the torso portion of the toy. The bottom of the legs 
16 are provided with large simulated chicken feet 60 to 
support the figure toy. 
The reeds on the two pistons may be of different sizes 

or shapes so as to produce a sound of a different pitch 
and tone in response to movement of one of the legs 
than in response to movement of the other leg. Thus, 
the user can produce a variation of sounds comprised 
of the two different sounds produced by the two reeds 
by simulating a wallowing or walking motion of the fig 
ure toy and by rocking it from side to side, as well as 
effecting simultaneous movement of the legs. In other 
words, the sound devices for each of the legs are both 
individually and simultaneously operable to provide 
varying sounds. In addition, each individual sound de 
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vice has a varying sound emitted as the length of the 
sound chamber within the respective cylinder varies, 
and also the vibration of an individual reed is varied de 
pending upon the speed at which a user biases the re 
spective leg and piston into their respective cylinder to 
cause the air to pass the reed. During the manipulation 
of the toy the lower beak portion 24 will flap back and 
forth about pin 26. 
Although the invention has been described in con 

nection with a specific embodiment, it is understood 
that modifications are likely to occur to others working 
in this field and that such modifications could be made 
without departing from the principles involved. 
We claim: 
1. A sound emitting figure toy, comprising: a torso 

portion mounted on a plurality of elongated ground 
supportable legs independently movable in an axial di 
rection relative to the torso portion, each leg including 
a piston slidably enclosed within an elongated closed 
cylinder in the torso which defines a sound chamber 
within the torso and with the legs acting as piston rods 
extending outwardly of the cylinder for engagement 
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4 
with a supporting surface, at least one vibratory reed 
mounted on each of the pistons and vibrated by the 
passage of air across the reed as the piston moves back 
and forth in the cylinder, and a spring within the closed 
end of the cylinder and bearing against the piston to 
urge the piston outwardly relative to the cylinder and 
thus said legs outwardly relative to said torso portion, 
whereby the sound emitted is varied as the length of the 
sound chamber within the cylinder varies and the vibra 
tion of the reed is varied depending on the speed at 
which a user biases either of the legs and pistons into 
their respective cylinders to cause the air to pass the 
reed, the legs along with their respective pistons being 
independent and being positioned to be simultaneously 
operable by a user biasing said legs against a supporting 
surface to force said pistons into their respective cylin 
ders whereafter the springs return the respective legs 
and pistons outwardly relative to the respective cylin 
der. 

2. The toy of claim 1 wherein the figure shape of the 
toy is that of a simulated chicken. 
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