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My invention relates to improvements in tas 
Sels for use with shoe laces and like cord articles. 
An object of my invention is to provide an in 

proved simplified structure employing a knot tied 
in the end of Said shoe lace to function in aSSoci 
ation with other means to provide a tassel. 
A further object of my invention is to provide 

a novel type of tuft member blank cut from 
leather or other flexible material, which may be 
readily shaped into a tassel. 
A further object of my invention is to provide 

a single member preferably constructed of 
stamped metal which may be readily drawn from 
a flat blank having a hole therein for stringing On 
said cord article which, after the flexible mem 
ber is strung on said cord article over said knot, 
may be readily slid over said knot to grip and 
retain said cord knot and surrounding tuft mem 
ber portions within to make up a tassel. 
A further object of my invention is to provide 

such a fastening member or means as described 
in the previous paragraph with resiliently cir 
cumferentially expansible and contractible fe 
male separable fastener means on the lower end 
thereof to resiliently circumferentially expand 
while sliding over the knot during aSSembly and 
resiliently contract below said knot after passage 
thereover to bind the tuft member strand portions 
over said knot to grip and retain said cord knot 
and surrounding tuft portions within Said fas 
tening member to make up a tassel. 
A further object of my invention due to the 

novel structure of the fastening member or means 
I employ is to provide a device which may be 
readily assembled by the shoe manufacturer by 
hand or otherwise thereby permitting the shoe 
manufacturer to cut his own leather flexible 
member and assemble the tassel by hand in his 
own factory. 

Further objects of my invention are to provide 
a tassel constructed of relatively cheap one piece 
units the fastening members or means of Which 
may be economically manufactured in quantity 
and sold as a unit prior to assembly. 
A further object of my invention is to provide 

an integral fastening means or member which 
may be manufactured by the metal stamper and 
sold for assembly purposes to the shoe Or COrd 
manufacturer for the insertion of the Shoe lace 
or other cord article and leather tasSel forming 
member therein. 
A further object of my invention is to provide 

such a device capable of holding any differently 
cut or shaped tassel member therein, formed 

(Cl. 2—278) 
either of Straight Strands. Or of curved strands 
to form a tulip or other fancy shaped tassel. 
This and such other objects of my invention 

as may hereinafter appear will be best understood 
from a description of the embodiments shown in 
the accompanying drawings. 
In the drawings, 
Fig. 1 is a plan view of my improved type of tuft 

member blank which may be readily cut from 
leather or other flexible material. 

Fig. 2 is a, plan view of a, metal fastening mem 
ber constructed in accordance With my inven 
tion. 

Fig. 3 is a side elevation of the member shown 
in Fig. 2. 

Fig. 4 is a reverse plan view of the fastening 
member ShoWn in Fig. 2. 

Fig. 5 is a disassembled side elevation with my 
improved tuft member and fastening member 
strung on the end of a cord article in which a 
knot is tied. 

Fig. 6 is a view similar to Fig. 5 after the fas 
tening member of my invention has been pushed 
downwardly, preferably by hand, to cause the 
tuft member to Surround the knot and showing 
the improved spring fingers of my fastening mem 
ber expanding during passage Over said knot. 

Fig. 7 is a side elevation of my improved tas 
sel in completely assembled position after the low 
er ends of the Spring fingers have passed Under 
neath said knot and completely bent the tasSel 
forming strands of the tassel member in down 
Wardly projecting tassel forming formation. 

Fig. 8 is a vertical sectional view of the com 
plete tassel shown in Fig. 7. 

Fig. 9 is a vertical Sectional view similar to Fig. 
8 of a modification of my invention in which the 
lower tips of the spring fingers flare OutWardly to 
assist the passage of the Spring fingers around 
the knot during assembly as shown in Fig. 6. 

Fig. 10 is a plan view of an alternative type of 
tuft member blank which may be readily cut from 
leather or other fiexible material. 
Fig.11 is a plan view of an alternative type of 

metal fastening means constructed in accord 
ance with my invention. 

Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the means shown 
in Fig. 11. 

Fig. 13 is a reverse plan view of the fastening 
means shown in Fig. 11. 

Fig. 14 is a disassembled side elevation with 
the alternative type of my improved tuft member 
shown in Fig. 10 and alternative type of fastening 
means shown in Figs. 11 to 13 strung on the end 
of a cord article in which a knot is tied, the 
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2 
fastening means being shown in vertical section. 

Fig. 15 is a view similar to Fig. 14 after the 
inproved type of fastening means shown therein 
has been pushed downwardly preferably by hand 
to cause the tuft member to Surround the knot, 
showing the improved spring ring of the type 
of fastening means shown in Figs. 11 to 13 in 
eXpanded position during passage over said knot, 
also showing the tuft member in Section. 

Fig. 16 is a view similar to Fig. 15 of the al 
ternative type of tassel forming member and 
fastening means shown therein in completely as 
sembled position to form an alternative embodi 
ment of my improved taSSel after the circum 
ferentially expansible spring ring has passed 
underneath said knot and completely bent the 
tassel forming strands of the tassel member in 
downwardly projecting tassel forming formation. 

Fig. 17 is a side elevation of the assembled 
embodiment shown in Fig. 16. 

In the drawings, wherein like characters of 
reference generally indicate like parts through 
out, 9 generally indicates a taSSel constructed 
in accordance with my invention. Said tasSel 
includes a tuft member 2 constructed of flexible 
material such as leather having a center portion 
4 having a hole 6 therein for Stringing on said 

cord article 8, and integral individual tuft form 
ing strand portions 20 projecting radially out 
Wardly from said center portion f 4. If desired, 
the strand portions 29 may be spaced circum 
ferentially but I have discovered that consider 
able economy in the amount of leather or other 
material required can be effected if the tuft 
member is cut, in substantially the form shown, 
namely, with the center portion 4 thereof hav 
ing the slitted portions 22 projecting radially 
outwardly therefrom preferably at diametrically 
opposite sides thereof, slitted as at 24 and of Suf 
ficient circumferential length to provide be 
tween said slits 24 a plurality of individual ad 
jacent tuft forming strand portions 20 integral 
with said center portion. The tuft member 
blank may be readily cut from leather or other 
flexible material by the shoe manufacturer On 
order just prior to assembly, if desired. 

In addition to providing a novel type of tuft 
member as described, I provide a single unitary 
fastening member 26 having a central hole 28 
therein for stringing on said cord article and 
shape to bend the radial tuft forming strands 28 
down Wardly in tuft formation over a knot 3 tied 
in the cord article 8 preferably near the end 
thereof and grip and retain said cord knot 3) 
and surrounding tuft member portions 4 and 
2) within to make up the taSSel. 
In my preferred embodiment the fastening 

member 26 is constructed of cage like shape and 
may be provided with a neck portion 32 having a 
hole 23 therein for stringing on said cord article, 
an integral substantially frustro-hemispherical 
portion 34 below said neck portion for containing 
the center portion 4 of said tuft member, and 
Spring fingers 36 preferably spaced as Shown at 
38 projecting downwardly from said frustro 
hemispherical portion 34 in general tubular for 
nation to bend said radial tuft forming strands 
20 downwardly in tuft formation substantially 
normal to the upper end of Said fastening len 
ber, said spring fingers 36 preferably having the 
IOWer resilient ends 49 thereOf bent radially in 
Wardly and preferably so that the edges thereof 
abut when in an assembled position as shown 
in FigS. 4 and 7 grip and retain said cord knot 

2,172,989 
30 and Surrounding tuft member portions within 
said member 26. 
AS Stated, the fastening member 26 may be 

readily drawn from a flat blank of metal and 
may be cheaply manufactured in quantity and 
Solid as a disassembled unit to the shoe manu 
facturer. The shoe manufacturer may then cut 
his own tuft member 2 in the shape shown or 
otherwise and may readily assemble the tassel on 
the COI'd article in the manner shown in Figs. 
5-7. 
The cord article 8 is first threaded through 

the hole 28 in the fastening member 28 and the 
Central hole 6 in the tuft member 2 and a knot 
3 is then tied in the cord article 8 as shown 
in Fig. 5. The fastening member 26 is then 
pushed downwardly preferably by hand on the 
cord article 8 causing the tuft forming strand 
portions 20 to Separate and to bend downwardly 
in tuft formation as shown in Fig. 6. As the 
Spring fingers 36 pass the knot 30, as shown in 
Fig. 6, it is obvious that they are radialy flexed 
outwardly over the knot 30 and when they have 
passed the knot as shown in Figs. 7 and 8 the 
lower resilient ends thereof bent inwardly as at 
43 Will lie underneath said knot 30, the member 
26 thus gripping and retaining said cord knot 
3 and Surrounding tuft member portions Within 
said fastening member. 

If desired the tassel may be readily disassem 
bled by pushing up on the fastening member, the 
fingers 36 again spreading while they pass the 
knot 30, the knot 39 may be then untied, the 
taSSel disassembled and the fastening member 
26 used over again any desired number of timps. 
While the device as shown in Figs. 7-8 func 

tions on most types of leather, if fine leather 
Such as Suede leather be employed having a 
frangible surface, in order that the radially bent 
lower ends 6) may not tear said surface, the tips 
thereof may terminate outwardly as at 42 as 
shown in Fig. 9 to slide over said knot 30 during 
asSembly Without tearing the leather surface. 

I ha.Ve ShOwn in FigS. 11-17 an alternative em 
bodiment 8' of a tassel constructed in accord 
ance With my invention employing an alternative 
type of tuft member 2' and an alternative type 
of fastening means 26'. 

In place of employing a tassel member f2 hav 
ing the straight individually slitted tuft forming 
strand portions 29 projecting radially outwardly 
from said center portion 4, it is obvious that 
Said strand forming portions 20' may be formed 
of any desired shape, such as the curved tulip 
forming shape shown in Fig. 10 employing the 
three strands 20' with curved sides, although it is 
apparent that any desired number of strands of 
any desired curved or straight configuration may 
be employed projecting radially outwardly from 
the center portion 4. 

In place of the single unitary fastening member 
26 shown in Figs. 2-9, alternative types of fasten 
ing means may be employed having a hole 28' 
therein for Stringing on said cord article and 
resilient means 36 on the lower end thereof to 
grip and retain the cord knot 3 and Surround 
ing tuft member Strand portions 20' and center 
portion 4' within to make up the tassel. Said 
fastening means 26' may be provided with a neck 
portion 32' having a hole 28' therein for stringing 
on Said cord article (although if desired the neck 
portion 32' may be omitted), an integral down 
Wardly and Outwardly flaring portion 34" below 
said neck portion for containing the center por 
tion of Said tuft member and a substantially cy 
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lindrical portion 44 projecting downwardly there 
from to bend said radial tuft forming strands 
downwardly in tuft formation substantially nor 
mal to the upper end of said fastening member 
26. Thus the fastening member is of generally 
cylindrical or tubular shape with the central hole 
28 therein, being enlarged in the lower end there 
of into the enlarged lower bore portion 48 for 
retaining the knot 36' and center portion 4' of 
the tassel therein and provided with an annular 
internal groove 50 therein at the lower end there. 
of providing below it and formed of its lower Wall 
the cup 46 for containing the split ring 36' there 
in. It is obvious that the split ring 36' may 
resiliently circumferentially expand and contract 
Within the groove 50 expanding from the position 
shoWn in Fig. 14, to that shown in Fig. 15 to per 
mit the passage of the knot 39' and center tassel 
forming portion 4' within the enlarged bore 48 
and again contracting when said knot and center 
portion are inserted within the bore 48 circum 
ferentially and radially inwardly of the annular 
Cup 46 to a position to underlie said knot, 35' 
and center tuft member portion 3' as shown in 

5. Fig. 16 to positively retain the knot 3' and cen 
ter portion 4' within said enlarged bore 48 of said 
fastening member 26. 

It is apparent that in either embodiment of my 
invention shown, I have employed circumferen 

3{}, tially resiliently expansible and contractible fe 
inale separable fastener means 36' whether such 
means comprises the Spring fingers 36, as shown 
in Figs. 2-9, or the split ring 36' expansible and 
contractible within the groove 50 retained in 
position by the lower edge thereof forming the 
cup 45 from falling out when in disassembled 
position. 

It is also apparent that the fastening means 
26' may be readily drawn or stamped in quantity 
and that the split ring 36' may be readily in 
Serted within during or after the manufacturing 
operation. 
While the tuft member 2 is preferably con 

structed of leather, it may be constructed of any 
other Suitable flexible material, such as treated 
or untreated textile material, etc. 
The embodiment of my invention shown in 

Figs. 11-17 is assembled in similar fashion to 
and as fully hitherto described, for the embodi 
ment of my invention shown in Figs. 1-9. 

It is apparent that I have provided a novel type 
of tassel comprising novel types of component 
parts in which the fastening member comprises 
a single unitary member and in which the parts 
thereof may be readily assembled by shoe manu 
facturers if desired with the other advantages ex 
plained above. 

It is understood that my invention is not lim 
ited to the specific embodiments shown and that 
various deviations may be made therefrom with 
out, departing from the Spirit and Scope of the 
appended claims. 
What I claim is: 
1. A tassel for use with shoe slaces and like 

cord articles comprising, in combination, a tuft 
member cf flexible material ha Ving a center, por 
tion having a hole therein for stringing on said 
cord article and integral individual tuft forming 
strand portions projecting radially outwardly 
from said center portion, a knot in said cord ar 
ticle and a cage like fastening meinber having 
a neck portion having a central hole therein for 
stringing on said cord article, an integral sub 
stantially frustro hemi-spherical portion below 
Said neck portion for containing the center por 

3 
tion of said tuft member and spaced spring fin 
gers projecting downwardly therefrom to bend 
said radial tuft forming strands downwardly in 
tuft formation substantially normal to the upper 
end of said fastening member having the lower 
resilient ends thereof bent radially in Wardly to 
grip and retain Said cord knot and Surrounding 
tuft member portions Within said fastening 
member. 

2. A taSSel for use With Shoelaces and like cord 
articles comprising, in combination, a tuft mem 
ber of flexible material having a center portion 
having a hole therein for stringing on said cord 
article and integral individual tuft forming 
strand portions projecting radially outwardly 
from said center portion, a knot in said cord ar 
ticle and means having a central hole therein for 
Stringing on said cord article, having means pro 
jecting downwardly therefrom to bend said radial 
tuft forming strands downwardly in tuft forma 
tion substantially normal to the upper end of 
said fastening member having Spaced lower re 
silient ends bent radially in Wardly to foi'im an 
opening in the lower end thereof of less diameter 
than that of said knot to grip and retain Said 
cord knot and surrounding tuft member portions 
Withlin. h 

3. A tassel for use with shoe laces and like 
cord articles comprising, in combination, a tuft 
member of flexible materiai having a center por 
tion having a hole therein for stilinging on Saidi 
cord article and integral individual tuft form 
ing strand portions projecting radially OutWairdly 
from said center portion, a knct in Said cord 
article and means having a central hole therein 
for stringing on said cord article to bendi Said 
tuft forming strands downwardly in tuft forma 
tion around said knot to grip and retain Said Cord 
knot, said means having means projecting in 
wardly therefrom forming an opening in the iOWei 
end thereof of less diameter than that of Said 
knot surrounding tuft member portions Within. 

4. A cage like fastening member for use in 
forming tassels on shoe laces and like Cord arti 
cles having knots at the ends thereof, said men 
ber having a neck portion having a central hole 
therein for stringing on said cord article, an in 
tegral Substantially frustro hemi-Spherical - pOr 
tion below said neck portion and Spaced Spring 
fingers projecting downwardly therefrom having 
the lower resilient ends thereof bent radially in 
wardly to form an opening in the lower end 
thereof of less diameter than said cord knot to 
grip and retain said cord knot and Surrounding 
tuft member portions. Within. 

5. Means for use in forming tassels on shoe 
laces and like cord articles having knots at the 
ends thereof, said means having a hole therein 
for stringing on said cord article, and spaced 
means projecting downWardly therefiron having 
the lower resilient ends thereof bent radially 

: in Wardly to form an opening in the lower end 
thereof of less diameter than said cord knot to 
grip and retain said cord knot and surrounding 
tuft member portions Within. 

6. A taSSel for use With Shoe laces and like 
cord articles comprising, in combination, a tuft 
member of flexible material having a center por 
tion having a hole therein for stringing on said 
cord article and integral individual tuft forming 
Strand portions projecting radially outwardly 
from said center portion, a knot in said cord 
article and means having a central hole therein 
for stringing on said cord article, said means 
having means projecting downwardly therefrom 
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4. 2,172,989 
to bend said radial tuft forming strands doWn 
Wardly in tuft formation substantially normal to 
the upper end of said fastening member, Said 
last mentioned means having resilient means in 
the lower end thereof to grip and retain said cord 
knot and surrounding tuft member portions 
Within. 

7. A tassel for use With shoe laces and like COrd 
articles comprising, in combination, a tuft men 
ber of flexible material having a center portion 
having a hole therein for Stringing on Said cord 
article and integral individual tuft forming Strand 
portions projecting radially outwardly from Said 
center portion, a knot in said cord article and 
means having a central hole therein for stringing 
on said Cord article, said means having Inleans 
projecting downwardly therefrom to bend Said 
radial tuft forming strands downwardly in tuft 
formation Substantially normal to the Upper end 
of said fastening member, said last mentioned 
means having circuinferentially expansible and 
contractible female Separabie fastener means On 
the lower end thereof to grip and retain Said cord 
knot and Surrounding tuft member portions 
Within. 

8. Means for use in forming tassels On shoe 
laces and like cord articles having knots at the 
ends thereof, said means having a hole therein 
for stringing on said cord article, and means pro 
jecting downwardly therefrom having circum 
ferentially expansible and contractible resilient 
female Separable fastener means on the lower 
end thereof projecting inwardly from the lower 
end thereof to underlie and to grip and retain 
a cord knot and Surrounding taSSel member por 
tions within. 
1 9. Means for use in forming tassels on shoe 
laces and like cord articles having knots at the 
ends thereof, Said means having a hole therein 

???? () for stringing on said cord article, and means pro 

jecting downwardly therefron having circumfer 
entially expansible and contractible resilient 
means projecting inwardly from the lower end 
thereof to underlie and to grip and retain a cord 
knot and surrounding tassel member portions 5 
Within. 

10. A tassel for use With Shoe laces and like 
cord articles comprising, in combination, a tuft 
member of flexible material having a center por 
tion having a hole therein for stringing on said to 
cord article and integral individual tuft forming 
Strand portions projecting radially outwardly 
from said center portion, a knot in said cord arti 
cle and means comprising an upper portion for 
containing the center portion of said tuft member 15 
having a central hole therein for stringing on said 
cord article and a Substantially cylindrical portion 
projecting downWardly therefron to bend Said 
radial tuft forming strands downwardly in tuft 
formation substantially normal to the upper 'end 20 
of said fastening member, Said last mentioned 
means having an annular internal cup forming 
groove on the inner surface thereof adjacent the 
lower end thereof and a circumferentially ex 
pansible and contractible Split ring contained 25 
Within said groove to grip and retain said cord 
knot and Surrounding tuft member portions 
Within Said fastening member. 

11. Means for use in forming tassels on shoe 
laces and like cord articles, comprising an upper 30 
portion having a central hole therein for stringing 
On Said cord article and a Substantially cylindrical 
portion projecting downwardly therefrom having 
an annular internal cup forming groove on the 
inner Surface thereof adjacent the lower end 35 
thereof and a circumferentially expansible and 
contractible split ring contained Within Said 
grOOVe. 

HERNANDO RONC. 40 


