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6 Claims.

This invention relates to improvements in
drawing boards, easels, or the like for use in
drawing, sketching, painting, et cetera.

An aim of the present invention is to provide
an improved arrangement whereby the board
may be very quickly and readily -adjusted to any
desired inclination with respect to the surface
supporting the same. With my improved ar-
rangement, the user may set up the board to
_any desired inclined position which is most com-
‘fortable or convenient to. perform the painting
or drawing operations at hand.

A further aim of the invention is to provide
a drawing board of the character described
which may be supported at any desired angle
with either of its faces in working position; that
is to say, the board is readily reversible so that
in the event the user has, on one side thereof, a
partially finished drawing or painting which he
does not wish to disturb, he may use the other
side on which to do another piece of work.

A still further aim of the invention is to pro-
vide an improved arrangement wherein the sup-
porting members may be readily folded: into the
plane of the board so that the folded structure
occupies but very little space.

A still further aim of the invention is to pro-
vide an improved drawing board having the
above and other advantageous features and which
is characterized by its extreme simplicity in con-
struction and the economy with which the parts
may be manufactured and assembled.

Other objects will be in part obvious, and in
part pointed out more in detail hereinafter.

The invention accordingly consists in the fea-
tures of construction, combination of elements
and arrangement of parts which will be exem-
plified in the construction hereinafter set forth
and the scope of the application of which will
be indicated in the appended claims.

In the accompanying drawings, wherein I have
shown, for illustrative purposes, one embodiment
which the present invention may take,

Fig. 1 is a perspective view showing my im-
proved arrangement with the board supported in
inclined position on a table;

Fig. 2 is a view of the structure in folded con-
dition;

Fig. 3 is a side view of the board in the condi-
tion shown in Fig. 1;

Fig. 4 is a sectlonal view taken substa,ntlally
on line 4—4 of Fig. 2; and

Fig. 5 is a detail view showing one of the mem-
bers for securing the parts in folded position.

Referring to the drawings in. detail, 10 desig-~

(CL 45—131)

nates the drawing board which is of generally
rectangular shape and of uniform thickness. Se-
cured to the side edges of the board adjacent the
forward edge thereof are filler blocks {1 which
are preferably of the same thickness as the board.
Pivoted to these filler blocks, as by means of pivot
members (2, is a three-sided frame having side
portions or members 13 and a rear cross mem-
ber or portion (4. This supporting frame is
preferably made of strips of wood. of generally
square cross section and of a thickness compara-
ble to the thickness of the board so that, when
the parts are folded up as shown in Fig. 2, the
upper and lower surfaces of the frame are flush
with the respective surfaces of the board. The
side members 13 are of such length that, when
the parts are folded, the cross member 14 is
closely contiguous to the rear edge of the board.
For the purpose of holding the board in inclined
relation with respect to the frame, legs or struts gq
I5 are provided, one at each side of the board 10
and within the side members 13 of the frame.
In the present illustrated disclosure, these legs
or struts, which are also made of wood of the
same thickness as the frame, are pivoted adja-
cent their rear ends to the side members 13 ad-
jacent the rear ends of the latter by pivot pins
16. The pivot members 12 and 16 may be in
the form of round pegs or nails. The side edges
of the drawing board are provided with spaced
apart round recesses 17, and the legs are also pro-
vided with openings 18 adapted to interchange-
ably register with the recesses 1. The regis-
tering recesses 17 and openings I8 are adapted
to selectively receive pins or studs {9 which may
be similar to the pin 24 shown in Fig. 4.

For the purpose of securing the parts in the
folded position shown in Fig. 2, the pin 24 shown
in Fig. 4 is provided. This pin is adapted to ex-
tend -through registering openings 22 and 23 in
the leg and in the side member of the frame and
to project into a recess 21 in the side edge of
the board. In order that the pin may be readily
withdrawn from place, there is pivoted on the
outer end of the pin a finger piece 25 which may
be folded into an out-of-way position in a re-
cess 26 in the outer surface of the side member
13 of the frame. In the present illustrated dis-
closure, this finger piece is in the form of a flat
metal plate having one end bifurcated to form
a pair of ears 21 adapted to be received in the
opposite ends of a transverse opening in the
outer end of the pin. The stud or pin 19 is pro-
vided with a similar finger piece 25a¢. The leg
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15 is grooved as at 28 so as to accommodate this
finger piece 2%a.

From the arrangement described, it will be ob-
served that. when the parts are in -the folded
up condition shown in Fig. 2, the frame forms a
border about three sides of the board and the
legs 15 are positioned between the side members
of the frame and the side edges of the board.
The whole structure presents. a flat assembly of
substantially uniform’ thickness. In-this ‘condi-
tion, the structure -takes up but very: little space,
it being observed that the supporting frame and

legs add but little to the over-all size of the board:

10 itself. The structure may be used in this
folded up condition without the supporting

frame or legs inconveniencing:the user in any

way. The parts are locked in this folded up
position by the pin 24. When it is desired to use

cess 21 and the opening 22 in the leg, the board
is brought to the desired angle; and the legs are
adjusted so that the desired openings {8 therein
register with the selected recesses 17 in the side
edges of the board. - The pins {9 are then in-
serted in' the registering:openings and recesses.
The board is now rigidly supported in its selected
inclined position. It will be observed that the
forward edge of the board 10 projects down-

_ wardly: below the bottom  surface-of the frame,
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thus providing a ledge adapted to engage against
the - forward -edge of -the ‘supporting member
such, for example as the top T of a table., Due
to this engagement of the board against the edge

. 0f the table," the board:is held against sliding

backwardly when préssure is applied to the front
face of the board: The user may find it desir-
able, after he has started on a- piece of work on
one side -of the board 10, to discontinue that
particilar: piece for the time being and make
another drawing or painting. In' that “event,
he may invert the frame and swing the board
from one side of the plane of the frame to the
other side of ‘that plane and-thus bring what
was the unders1de of the board to an uppermost
position.

The frame, legs, and board are prefera.bly
formed of wood so that a very simple and cheap
construction . is had ‘which ‘may be manufac-
tured at a relatively low cost. '

As many changes ‘could be made in the above

construction and .many apparently widely dif- .

ferént embodiments of this invention could be
made without departing from-the scope thereof,
it is intended that all matter contained in the
above description or shown in the accompanying
drawings shall be interpreted as illustrative and
not in a limiting sense.

It is also to. be understood that the language
used in the - following- claims is intended to cover
all of the generic and spscific features of the in-
vention herein ‘described and all statements of
the scope of the invention which, as a matter of
language, might be said to fall therebetween. -

_ I claim as my invention:

1. In a device of the character described, a

‘board, -a three-sided supporting frame ‘having

side members arranged at opposite sides of the
board, - and 2 Tear cross member closely adja-~
cent to the rear edge of the board when the parts
are in.folded condition, said frame being sub-
stantially of the same thickness as said board
and ‘said board lying within the plane of said

-frame when the parts- are in folded condition,

‘means for pivotally connecting the forward ends

of said side members to said board adjacent the
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forward edge of the latter, legs disposed to oppo-
site sides of said board within said frame and
pivotally connected to the respective side mem-
bers adjacent the rear edges of the latter, and
means for adjustably connecting said legs to said
board, said legs when the parts are in- foldead

~ condition lying between said side members and

the side edges of said board.

2. In a device of the character described, a
three-sided frame having- a pair of- parallel side
members and a cross member-connecting the rear
ends of the side members, a pair of legs re-

v ‘spectively connected to said side members adja-

cent the rear ends of the latter and lying with-
in said -frame -and in the plane thereof when
the parts are in folded condition, g board to which

_the forward ends of said side members are piv-
-otally connected, said board when the device is
the device, the pin 24 is -withdrawn from the re- -

in folded condition lying within said frame and
between said legs and being adapted to be swung

to either side of-said frame for use of both- sides

of the board, and means for adjustably conhect-
ing said legs to said board at.either side:of ‘sald
frame-s0’ as to support the same in inclmed po-
sition with respect to the:frame. ‘

3; In -a device “of the. character described a
board, a- three-sided supporting frame having
side members and a rear cross member, said
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frame being substa;ntlally of the same thickness

as -said board and sald ‘board lying within the
plane of said frame when the parts are.in folded
condition, means for pivoting the forward. ends
of sald: side members to said board adjacent the
forward edge of the latter, legs disposed to op-
posite sides of said board and. pivotally connected

‘to the respective side members adjacent the rear

ends of the latter, means for adjustably connect-
ing said legs to said board, said legs when: the

parts are in folded condition lying between said.

side members and the side edges of said board,
and a pin adapted to extend through one of said
side members, one. of ‘'said legs, and into the
board to secure the parts-in folded condition.-

4, In a device: of the character described a -

board, a three-sided frame having side members

and a rear member and within which said board

is adapted to liee when the parts are in folded
condition, filler blocks secured to the side edges
of said board adjacent the forward edge thereof,

means for pivotally connecting the forward ends :

of said side: members to said board outside of
said filler blocks, legs disposed to opposite sides
of sald board and pivotally connected’ to the
respective side members adjacent the rear ends

of the latter, and means for adjustably connect-= :

ing said legs to said board, said legs when the
parts are in folded condition lying between said
side members and the side edges of said board
and rearwardly of said filler blocks.

5. In a device of the character described, a -

board, a frame comprising a pair of side mem-
bers and a cross raember connecting the rear
ends of the side members, said board when the

‘parts are in folded condition lying within said
frame, a leg pivotally connected to:each side -

member adjacent the rear edge of the latter,
each of said legs having spaced openings and
each of the side edges of said board having re-
cesses adapted to selectively register with said
openings, pins adapted to be engaged in the reg-
istering recesses -and openings for securing the
board in the desired position, and a finger piece
pivoted to the outer end of each pin, said legs
having grooves adapted to accommodate said
finger pieces in out of the way positions, -
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6. In a device of the character described, a
rectangular drawing board, a three-sided sup-
porting frame having parallel side members and
a rear cross member at right angles thereto,
said frame being of substantially the same thick-
ness as the board, means pivotally securing the
forward end of the board between the forward
ends of the side frame members and in spaced
relation thereto, a pair of legs disposed to the

10 Opposite sides of the board and respectively con-

3

nected to the inner sides of the side members
adjacent their rearward ends, means adjust-
ably connecting the legs to the board, said legs
and board being adapted to fold within the
frame whereby all of said parts will lie substan-
tially within the same plane, and a pin receivable
through a side frame member and leg and into
the board for removably lecking the parts to-
gether in folded condition.
ALFRED H. YOUNG.
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