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This invention Irelates in general to tape 
Imeasures, and particularly to that class of 
tape measures which are constructed of 
Imetal, orsomebreakable Imaterial and Wound 

5 in successive layers upon a spool or bobbin 
and housed in a suitable Casing. 
Intape measures ofthiskind, considerable 

annoyance is experienced by Ireason of the eX 
posedor freeend ofthetape becomingbroken 

1? when permitted to dangle or hang loose 
through the slotin the Casing. 
The primary object of the present inven 

tion isto overcome this eXisting Condition, to 
Which end, itis proposed to so construct the 

15 casingwhichhousesthetapethat the tree end 
of the tape will be stitably protected and 
housed within the casing when mot inuse. 
A further objectisto accomplish the fore 

going Iresults in a simple and Chea) Imainer 
20 and to employa Construction which Willeave 

the periphery of the casing free of any Iradial 
extensions oroutstandingellargements. 

IEurther objects willbeapparent upon ref 
erence to the accompanying drawing and fol 

25 lowing description. - 
The invention Will be hereimafter particu 

larly described and then pointed out in the 
clainsfolowing. -- 

In the accompanying drawings whigh form 
30 part of this application for ILetters Patent, 

and whereon corresponding numerals refer 
to like parts in the several views: 

Figure 1 is a fragmentary sectionalview of 
the invention in the mormal arrangement and 

35 relation of parts; 
Figure 2is also a fragmentary view, being 

an elevation of a portion ofthe casing closed; 
IRigure 3is a view correspondingwith Fig 

ure 2 except thathere the closure of the cas 
40 ing is shown open; - - 

IRigure 4 is a transwerse, sectional view 
taken on the line 4-4 of IRigure 1; and 

IRigure 5 is also a transwerse Section taken 
on the line 5-5 of IRigure1. 

45 IReference being had to the drawings and 

numegas thereon, 6indicates atapeline cas 
ing of the usual drum-like Construction, hav 
ing a Irectangtlar slot 7 in its Iperiphery to 
permit withdrawal ofthe free end of an ordi 
Illary tapeline 8, or othermeasuringline of 50 
fabric orribbonsteelwhendesired. Theline 
8 itself is of the usual, or of any preferred 
Construction, andbearstiponits surface suit 
ablegraduations. It is secured atits inmer 
end and is preferably arranged upon a cen- 55 
tralypostionedregoildium(9t shown), as 
tsual in the mounting of such lines or meas 
ures in their enclosing casings. 
In orderthatithe eXposedor freeend ofthe 

ine 8 may be protected and suitably housed 60 
within the casing 6 when the measure is Inot 
in use, a reciprocating shutter or closure for 
the peripheral opening 7 is provided, com 
prising an arculate shaped strip 9 of sheet 
Imetal, comforming in shape to the outer cir- ( 
Cumference of casing6. "Ilhisshitter or clo 
sure 9 issidablymounted upon oppositely 
disposed ledges 10, 10, as best shown by IRig 
ue 5, is adapted to be actuated byagengy 
of a push knob 11 projecting through a cir- 70 
cumferential groove 12, atione side of and 
communicating directily with the opening 7 
aforesaid, and is retained in operative posi 
tion by the tension of a leaf spring 13inter 
posed between the shutter and the immer cir- 75 
Cumference of Casing 6. 
Adjacent oneend of the outlet opening 7 

thereis provided alug 14 servingas a perma 
iment abititiment for the inner end of shutter 
9 when closed, and beneath this lug or stop 80 
14, ispositioned transverselyarranged rollers 
15 and 15/between which the line 8must pass 
Whenbeingreeledoutorin, whilethe free end 
of line 8 is provided with the usual Iring or 
rectaingular bail 16, which difers however, 85 
from the ordinary terminal rings or bails in 
thatitis of a width less than that of the slot 
7, which it can therefore enter bodily as 
shown by Figure3. " .., 
This being substantially the construction 06 



0) 

20 

11, as shown by IRigure 1. 

2 5 

a 
and arrangement ofthe presentinvention, its 
use and operation are quite apparent at a, 
glance and Would seem to Irequire Ino detailed 
explanation. - 

Obviously it is highly desirable to have 
the line or measure 8 completely housed and 
therefore protected, when Inot in useas indi 
cated by Rigure 1. When occasion Irequires 
however, the operation of placing the line in 
use is simply that of pushing the knob I1 
along the slot 12 to the position indicated by 
Higure 3, thereby Openingthe outlet 7, and 
exposing the free end of the line 8. 
Terminal ring or bail 16maynowbe ified - .… 

and drawn though Slot 12 as reguired, fol 
lowed by the ine 8 beneath thetransverse 
rollers 15and 15/ready foruse. Thereyerse 
actionisequally apparent, and when Ireleased, 
line and bail again Iresune their completely 
enclosed orhoused position within the Casing 
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end of the opening and a stop member posi 
tioned in the container at the opposite end of 
the opening, an arcuate shutterslidably en 
gaged with the ledges, the ledgesbeing arcu 
ate toguide the shutter against the stop 
member. - - 

7. A container as claimed in claim 4, in 
which a slot is formed in the outer portion 
and in which the shutter is prowided with a 
knobwhich projects through the slot. 

70 

75 In testimony Whereof II afix my signature. 
IOUIs BSMITHI 

6, Whereuponshutter?9maybeagain returned 
9its cosed Pos?on byagency of the knob 
Hawingthus described myinvention, what 

Inow claim and desire to secure by ILetters 
Patent is: - , . : 

80 

35 

1. A gasing for atape measure or theike 

80 

85 

- 00 

Comprisiga Cyndrical housing aging m 
Openinginitsperiphery, ledges carriedbythe 
housinginwardly of the opening and at one 
end thereof, and a shuttersidablymounted 
on saidledges. 

2. A casing for a tape measure or the like 
Comprising cyindical hgusing having gin 
opening in its Iperiphery, ledges carried by 
the housinginWardly of the opening, a shut 
ter slidably mounted on said ledges and 

40 

neans for holding the shutter in frictional 
engagement with the ledges. 

3. A casing for a taperneasure or the like 
comprising.a Cylindrical housing having an 
operinginitsperiphery, ledgescarriedbythe 

5 

?00 
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hggsig inwardly of the opening, a shiter sidablymountedionsaidledges, anda spring 
positiomed between the shutier and the per 
riphery of the casing tourge the shutterre Silientily against the ledges. 
- 4. Acontainerhavinganouterportion pro 
vided with an opening 

50 

55 

(30) 

, a ledge and a stop 
spaced apart atopposite ends of the 9pen ’, , : 
ing, and a, shutter slidably engaged with the 
1gdg, the edg.being shaped toguide the 
shuitter against thestop. · - 

5. A container having a portion provided 
with an opening, a ledge and a stop asso 
ciated with the container mear the opening 
and being spaced apart to allow access 
through the opening between them to the 
interior of the Container and a shutter slida 
bly engaged With the ledge, the ledge being 
shaped to guide the shutter against the stop 
to Close tig opening. , · · - 
6 Agyindrical congiericluding a pe ripheraportio prowidedwith a 95eming, 

* apairofiedgesformedinthecomainsiatome 
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1t is hereby dertified that error appears in the above ibered patent 
requiring correctioni as fol10WS: ii the grant, and ift the heading to the printed 
specification the residence of the patentee Was erromeously Writen and printed 
as "Kekaha, Katai, Ierrit0ry of Hawaii", whereassaid residence should have 
been Writtem aid printed as Hawth0rne, Newada; and that the said Letters Pat 
ent Sh0ild be read With this C0rrecti0m therein that the saie Bay conform t0 
the rec0rd 0f the Case in the Patent 0ffice. 

Sigied and Sealed this 26th day of May, A, D. 1931. 

4. J. Moore, 
(Seal) Acting Commissi0mer of Patents. 


