E. GRACE.
MATERNITY CORSET.
APPLICATION FILED Aug.g, 1945,

Patented May 28, 1918.

Fr6. £

............... ATAARARO
m......,...!3.. ey

73
i
f
i

57 ;7

1,267,657,

£16.2

Jnventor
L Grace




10

16

20

25

30

85

40

45

50

b8

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

EDNA GRACE, OF HOQUIAM, WASHINGTON.

MATERNITY-CORSET.

1,267,657,

Specification of Letters Patent.

Patented May 28, 1918.

Application filed August 9, 1917. Serial No. 185,396,

To «ll whom it may concern’

Be it known that I. Eoxa Gracr, citizen
of the United States, residing at Hoquiam,
in the county of Chehalis and State of
Washinglon, have invented a certain new
and useful Improvement in Maternity-Cor-
sots, of which the following is a specifica-
tion. ‘

My invention relates to improvements in
waternity corsets, and the object of my in-
vention is to provide a naternity corset
which shall embody a plurality of sections
all of which sections or certain ones there-
of, as may hbe required at different times,
may be so relatively disposed and separably
united that said corset shindl be adapted cowm-
fortably te fit and properly to support a
woman’s bust, waist, abdomen and hips, be-
fore pregnancy, during pregnancy and after
the birth of a child.

A further object of my invention is to
provide a maternity corset which shall be
adapted to be modified and adjusted, as
may be required at different times, unyield-
ingly and comfortably to fit a non-preg-
nant woman and vieldingly to fit the same
woman during different stages of her preg-
nancy.

T accomplish this object by devices illus-
trated in the accompanying drawings where-
in Figure 1 is a view in outer side eleva-
tion of a corset embodying my invention as
arranged unyieidingly to fit a non-pregnant
woman j

Fig. 2
ranged to fit the woman during an early

“stage of her pregnancy;

. Fig. 8 is a like view of the same as ar-
ranged to fit the same woman during a later
stage of her pregnancy; and

Fig. 4 is an enlarged view,
tion, of details of the same. ‘

Referring to the drawings, throughout
which Jike reference numerals indicate like
parts, the numerals 5 and 6 respectively des-
ignate the left hand front section and the
right hand front section of a corset, on the
outer vertical edge portion of each of which
sections 5 and 6 is inserted a metal stay, as
stays 7 and 8, respectively; of well known
form, which stays 7 and 8 are provided with
catches 9 and eyes 10, respectively, where-
by said vertical edge portions of said sec-
tions 5 and 6 may be releasably and closely
united in a well known manner.

As shown in Fig. 1, the inner vertical

in 2 like eleva-

is a like view of the same as ar-_

edge portions of the sections 5 and 6 are

separably united by lacing strings 11 and 12,
respoctively, to the adjacent vertical edge
portions of two sections 13 and 14, respec-
tively, which are interposed between said
sections 5 and 6, and whose other vertical
edge portions are separably connected to-
gether by lacing strings 15 in & manner well
Imown.

Thus arranged, the sections 5, 6, 13 and
14 form an unyielding corset which, like
a corset of the most common form, is adapt-
el to be worn by a woman_ both before
pregnancy and after the birth of a baby,
and, in the latter case, in order to permit
the baby to gain access to the mother’s
breast both of the sections 5 and 6 are laced
to the adjacent sections 13 and 14, respec-
tively, only throughout a portion of the dis-
tance from their bottom edges to their top
edpes, the upper portions o the inner sides
of the adjacem vertical edge portions of the
sections 5 and 1¢ and of the sections & and
14 being provided with flaps 16 and 17 and
flaps 18 and_19, res) ectively, like the flaps
16 and 17 shown by an enlarged view in
Fig. 4, which flaps 16 aud 17 and the flaps
18 and 19 are provided with fasteners, like
the fasteners 20 and 21 shown in Fig. 4
whereby the flap 16 can be releasably fas-
tened to the flap 17, and the flap 18 in a
like obvious manner can be fastened to the
flap 19.

In Fig. 2 are shown the same sections 5, 6,
13 and 14 and another section 22 which is
inserted between and Jaced to the sections
13 and 14 by lacing strings 23 and 24, re-
spectively, and which section 22 embodies
an elastic woven fabric portion that will
stretch under tension thereby to adapt the
corset yieldingly and tightly to t the
changing contour of & woman’s body dur-
ing an early stage of her pregmancy.

o Fig. B is shown the sections 5, 6, 13
and 14, the section 22 not being present, but
instead of said section 22 there are added
two sections 25 and 26, the section 25 be-
ing disposed between sections 5 and 13,
while the section 26 is disposed between the
sections 6 and 14.

The sections 25 and 26 are made chiefi
of a highly elastic woven material that will
strotch under tension thereby to adapt the
corset always yieldingly and tightly to fit
the chan%'ing contour of a woman’s body
during a latter stage of her pregnancy.
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Thus the structure of Mg, 3 is an exten-
sion of the structure of Tig. 2 and the struc-
ture of Fig. 2 is un cxbension of the struc-
ture of Fig. 1.

In an abnormal case, during the last stage
of her pregnancy, a woman may require
that the structure of Fig. 3 be extended,
in which case the sectinn 22 may also be
added to said structure of Fig. 8 by dispos-
ing it between the sections 13 wnd 14 there-
ol in an obvious manner.

Obviously change may he uade b the
forms, dimensions and number of parts of
my invention without departing from ths
spirit thereof.

What T claim is:

1. A corser of ths class deseribed includ-
ing a plurality of separable sections, some
of which are nov-slastic and the iogp of
which are elastic, ssid non-clwtic sections
being adapied {6 Lo reparably connested {o
form a nop-slastic vorset which iz adapled

to be converted into an elastie corset of o

1,267,657

desired one of different larger sizes by in-
terposing a required number of said elastie
sections between and connecting them to the
non-elastic sections.

2. A corset of the class deseribed includ-
ing two similar non - elastic back sections
and two similar non-elastic front sections
adapted to be separably connected to form
a non-clastic corset, and three elastic sec-
tions, one of which is adapted to be inter-
posed between and detachably connected to
the baek sections te form a larger and clas-
tic corset for use by a woman in early
stages of pregnancy, and each of the other
two elastic sections being adaptedto be in-
terposed between and detachably comnected
to one of the front sections and one of the
back sections to form a still larger and
highly elastic corset for use by a woman in
later stages of pregnancy. |

In witness where, I hereunto subscribe my
nuine thie Srd day of August, A, D., 1917,

EDNA' GRACE.
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