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To all whon, it inctly concern. 
Be it known that I, CHARLESA. BRYANT, a 

citizen of the United States, whose residence 
and post-office address is Wakefield, in the 
county of Middlesex, State of Massachusetts, 
have invented certain new and useful Im 
provements in Clasps, of which the following 
is a specification, reference being had to the accompanying drawings. 

commonly employed on garments either with 
or without additional fastening devices, such 
as buttons and the like; and the object of 
the invention is to simplify and improve the 
construction of such clasps, as well as to in 
crease their facility in use and their effect 
iveness in operation. 
The invention will be more fully described 

hereinafter with reference to the accompany 
ing drawings, in which it is illustrated, and 
in which 
Figures 1 and 2 are respectively a side 

view and a front view of a clasp without the 
spring and parallel grip hereinafter referred 
to, the clamping-lever being shown in Fig. 1 
by full lines in its partly-open position and 
by dotted lines in its closed position. 
3 and 4 are similar views, but showing the 
spring coöperating with the clamping-lever 
and teeth on the frame. Figs. 5 and 6 are 
longitudinal sectional views of the clasp 
shown in Figs. 3 and 4, the clamping-lever 
being shown in its closed and open positions 
in the two figures, respectively. Fig. 7 is a 
side view of a clasp similar to that shown in 
Fig. 3, but with the parallel grip applied to 
the clamping-lever. Fig. 8 is a perspective 
view, on a somewhat-larger scale, of the clasp 
shown in Fig. 7. Fig. 9 is a side view of a 
clasp similar to that shown in Fig. 7, but 
with the parallel series pf teeth and without 
the spring. Figs. 10 and 11 are respectively 
a longitudinal central section and a trans 
verse section of the clasp shown in Fig. 9. 
In the form represented in Figs. 1 and 2 

the clasp comprises a U-shaped frame a, 
which is stiff enough to hold the material 
firmly and yet sufficiently resilient to coöp 
erate properly with the clamping-lever. One 

Figs. . 

The other member, as c, is slotted, as indi 
cated by dotted lines in Fig. 1, and is pro 
vided or formed with ears d. The clamping 
lever comprises a handle e and a clamping 
jaw f, disposed substantially at right angles 
to the handle, integral pivots being formed, 
as at g, to engage the ears d. The clasp thus 
formed is practically operative, the opposing 
member b of the frame yielding sufficiently This invention relates to clasps such as are to coöperate with the clamping-jaw both to 
accommodate the fabric and to hold the jaw 
when it is in its closed position. 
For convenience in use it is desirable that 

the simple clasp shown in Figs. 1 and 2 be 
provided with a spring h to coöperate with 
the clamping-lever, as shown in Figs, 5 and 
6, for the purpose of holding it either in its 
closed position or in its open position. The 
spring may be secured to the frame in any 
convenient manner. Its free end is arranged 
to bear against the clamping-jaw above the 
pivot, as shown in Fig. 6, when the clamp 
ing-lever is in its open position and below 
the pivot, as shown in Fig. 5, when the clamp 
-ing-lever is in its closed position, thereby 
holding the lever in either of such positions. 
To prevent the free end of the spring from 
rising too far when the lever is in its open 
position, as shown in Fig. 6, a stop e' is 
formed on or applied to the under side of the 
handle e in position to engage the free end 
of the spring, and when the clamping-lever 
is moved to its closed position to bear against 
the spring and thrust it downward, so that 
the end thereof shall press against the clamp 
ing-jaw below the pivot. Teeth i may also 
be advantageously applied to or formed on 
the member b of the frame to coöperate with 
the clamping-ja.W, as shown in Figs. 4 and 5. 
For the purpose of affording a broader sur 
face of contact with the fabric than is af 
forded by the edge of the clamping-jaw a par 
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allel grip or presser-foot k may be pivoted to 
the lower edge of the clamping-jaw on an axis 
parallel with the axis of the clamping-jaw, as 
shown in Figs, 7 and 8, such presser-foot 
adapting itself to the fabric as it lies on the 
opposing member b of the frame. As indi 
cated in Fig. S, the lower edge of the clamp 
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5o member of the frame, as b, may be plain. ing-jaw f may be formed with integral piv. Ioo 
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ots f', which engage sockets formed therefor 
by the overturned edges k' of the parallel 
grip or presser-foot le. When a very firm 
and positive grasp of the fabric is desired, it 
is preferable to provide the opposing member 
b of the frame with parallel series of teeth l, 
between which the presser-foot or parallel 
grip k may enter, forcing the fabric down 
into engagement with the preferably-pointed 
teeth land retaining it in such engagement, 
so that there is no possibility of slipping. 
The clamping-jaw f may be provided, as 
shown in Figs. 8 and 11, with integral pivots 
f' to engage the overturned edges k' of the 
presser-foot or parallel grip, and the teeth l 
may be conveniently formed by turning in 
Ward upon themselves the edges b' of the 
blank from which the frame is formed, the 
edges being then turned upward to form the 
upwardly-projecting teeth l. The edges of 
the member c of the frame may also be turned 
inward, as at c', to support the pivots g of the 
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clamping-lever. 
As will now be obvious, the improved clasp 

is not only exceedingly simple in construc 
tion, and therefore comparatively inexpensive 
to manufacture, but it is direct and positive 
in its action and grasps and holds the fabric 
firmly. 

I claim as my invention 
1. A clasp comprising a U-shaped frame, a 

clamping-lever pivoted on one member of the 
frame and having a clamping-jaw to coöper 
ate with the other member and directly en 
gage the fabric and a handle, and a spring 
secured to said frame and coöperating with 
said clamping-lever to hold it in either its 
open or closed position, substantially as de 
scribed. 

2. A clasp comprising a U-shaped frame 
having one member provided with teeth, a 
clamping-lever pivoted on one member of the 
frame and having a clamping-jaw to coöper 
ate with the toothed member and directly en 
gage the fabric, and a handle, and a spring 
secured to said frame and coöperating with 
said clamping-lever to hold it in either its 
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open or closed position, substantially as de 
scribed. 

3. A clasp comprising a U-shaped frame, a 
clamping-lever pivoted on one member of the 
frame and having a clamping-jaw to coöper 
ate with the other member, and a handle, and 
a presser-foot pivoted on said clamping-jaw 
on an axis parallel with the axis of the clamp 
ing-jaw, substantially as described. 

4. A clasp comprising a U-shaped frame, a 
clamping-lever pivoted on one member of the 
frame and having a clamping-jaw to coöper 
ate with the other member, and a handle, a 
presser-foot pivoted on said clamping-jaw on 
an axis parallel with the axis of the clamp 
ing-jaw, and a spring secured to said frame 
and coöperating with said clamping-lever to 
hold it in either its open or its closed posi 
tion, substantially as described. 

5. A clasp comprising a U-shaped frame 
having on one member two longitudinal, par 
allel series of teeth, a clamping-lever pivoted 
on the other member of the frame and having 
a clamping-jaw and a handle, and a presser 
foot pivoted on said clamping-jaw on an axis 
parallel with the axis of the clamping-jaw 
and adapted to enter between said series of 
teeth. 

6. A clasp comprising a U-shaped frame 
having on one member two longitudinal, par 
allel series of teeth, a clamping-lever pivoted 
on the other member of the frame and having 
a clamping-jaw and a handle, a presser-foot 
pivoted on said clamping-jaw on an axis par 
allel with the axis of the clamping-jaw and 
adapted to enter between said series of teeth, 

55 

65 

75 

and a spring secured to said frame and co 
operating with said clamping-lever to hold it 
either in its open or its closed position, sub 
stantially as described. 
This specification signed and witnessed this 

13th day of March, A. D. 1902. 
CHARLES A BRYANT. 

In presence of 
CHARLES F. HARTSHORNE, 
FREDERIC S. HARTSHORNE. 
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