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Patented May 23, 1950 2,509,126 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,509,26 

SKRTVARKER 

Herbert G. Booth, Purchase, N. Y., assignor to 
David Traum. Company, incorporated, a corpo 
ration of New York 

Application July 3, 1948, Seria No. 37,022 
(C. 33-9) 4 Claims. 

1. 
This invention relates to marking devices and 

more particularly to a garment hem marker. 
It is among the objects of the invention to pro 

wide a skirt marking assembly that is neat, com 
pact and rugged in construction having but few 
inexpensive parts none of which is likely to get 
Out of order and which ends itself readily to 
quantity production, that may readily be used 
even by an unskilled housewife to mark a hem 
without danger of injury to the dress and with 
Out the use of Crayon, chalk or powder and by 
use Of Which both the desired length of the dress 
and the width of the hem can be marked in but 
a single Operation. 
According to the invention these objects are 

accomplished by the arrangement and combina 
tion of elements hereinafter described and par 
ticularly recited in the claim.S. 
In the accompanying drawings in which are 

shown One or more of various possible embodi 
ments of the Several features of the invention: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the skirt mark 
ing assembly, 

Fig. 2 is a longitudinal Sectional view on a 
larger Scale taken along line 2- 2 of Fig. 1 show 
ing one of the clamping jaWS in dot and dash 
lines in open position, 

Fig. 3 is a transverse Sectional view on a larger 
Scale, taken along line 3-3 of Fig. 2, 

Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 3 taken along 
line 4-4 of Fig. 2, 

Fig. 5 is a view similar to Fig. 3 taken along 
line 5-5 of Fig. 1, and 

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary perspective view of a 
portion of one of the clamping jaWS. 

Referring now to the drawings the skirt, mark 
ing assembly as shown in Fig. 1 comprises an up 
right standard or support f, desirably a yard 
Stick or graduated bar, rectangular in cross-Sec 
tion, of width greater than its thickness and hav 
ing appropriate markings thereon, a base 2 Sup 
porting Said graduated bar in upright position 
and a marking device 3 slidably mounted on 
Said bar. 
The marking device f3 which is desirably a sin 

gle sheet metal stamping, although it could be of 
Wood or plastic, comprises a slide member 4 
having a cross piece of channel formation at 
the lower end thereof with its rear Wardly bent 
lateral flanges 6 straddling yard stick , that 
serves as a track along which member 4 may be 
slid to any position of adjustment. 

In order to retain slide member 4 in any de 
sired position of adjustment on yardstick ; 
rearwardly extending transversely aligned ears 
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8 and 9 are provided, preferably integral with 
the respective flanges 6 near the lower ends of 
the latter, lying in the same plane therewith. . . 

EarS 8 and 9 are provided with aligned open 
ings 2 and 22 therethrough respectively, through 
Which extends a carriage bolt 23, opening 2 being 
Square aS shown to conform to the Square por 
tion 24 of bolt 23 near the head 25 thereof, there 
by to prevent the bolt from turning. A wing nut 
2. is provided on the threaded end 28 of carriage 
bolt 23 extending through opening 22 beyond ear 
A9, which Wing nut when tightened will move 
flanges 6 and ears 8 and 9 towards each other, 
tightly to grip the sides 29 of the yardstick, there 
by holding the slidable member 4 in place. As 
only the sides of the yardstick are gripped there 
will be no danger of the markings. On the face 
thereof being Scratched or obliterated which 
would make reading such markings difficult. 

Slide member 4 is provided With a jaw config 
uration or clamping jaw 3f preferably integral 
with and extending longitudinally upward from 
the cross piece . Said jaw configuration, as is 
clearly shown in Figs. 2, 3 and 6, preferably has 
a convex face and since it is of sheet metal has a 
concave under Surface. It is narrower than the 
yardstick, is several inches long and is provided 
with a plurality of spaced, transverse depressions 
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33 across its convex face Spaced along the length 
thereof, one near the upper and One near the 
lower end thereof, and has lateral borders 43. 
The lower end of cross piece T has a pair of 

ears 35 struck out therefrom and transversely 
aligned thereon by means of which a clamp arm 
35 is pivotally connected to the slidable member 
4. Arm 36 has on each side of its Substantially 

rectangular lower end 4, a rearwardly extending 
ear 37, which ears 37 straddle ears 35, and a pivot 
pin 38, headed at each end, extends through said 
ears 35 and 3 to form the pivotal connection, 
end si being provided with longitudinal strengths 
ening ribs 46 to prevent bending thereof. 
Arm 36 has a jaw configuration complementary 

to that of the slide member upon which it is 
mounted. Preferably Said arm has a concave 
under face along the major part of the length 
thereof with lateral flanges. 43 which lie in a 
plane parallel to rectangular end 4f and forms 
clamping jaw 36' which corresponds...to and co 
acts with the convexity of the clamping jaw 3 
to clamp an interposed skirt fabric against the 
convex face of the latter. 

Pairs of transversely aligned notches. 44 are 
provided in the lateral flanges. 43 of the clamping 
jaw portion 36 of arm 36, as well as in the slide 
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edges 44 thereof, which are spaced along the 
length thereof. The notches are so positioned, 
that when the arm 36 is moved to closed position 
against side member 3 in the manner herein 
after described, a pair of notches in jaw 35' Will 
register with each transverse depression in jaw 
3, the notches and depression being of Such 
depth that a transverse passageway, 45. Will be 
formed at each marking place as is clearly ShoWI 
in Fig. 2. 

Base 2 which supports the graduated bar and 
marking device 3 thereon comprises a pair of 
identical substantially U-shaped brackets 4 each 
of the cross pieces 48 of which has a recessed 
portion 49 with an opening 5 in the center 
thereof. 
To assemble the base to the graduated bar, the: 

brackets are positioned so that the recessed port 
tions 49 thereof respectively are against the faces 
of the bar at the lower end thereof, and a bolt 
52-is passed through openings 5-in the recessed 
portions and an opening 53 in the bar. By means 
of a nut 54threaded on the end of the bolt the 
recessed portion of each of the brackets is se 
curely clamped against the associated face of the 
barsecurely to hold the base in place, with the 
outstretched legs 55 of the brackets providing a 
firm and stable. Support: 
The main purpose and use of the assembly is 

to mark around the hem of a skirt while On the 
person, uniform distances from the floor, so that 
the skirt may be of the desired length and also 
to mark the lower part of the skirt. So that the 
hem will be the same width all around: 
To this end the movable member 4 is adjusted 

along graduated harf. So that a transverse de 
pression 33 preferably the uppermost depression, 
is aligned with a scale marking on the bar in 
dicating the number of inches it is desired that 
the bottom of the skirt be spaced from the floor. 
As the curved jaw 3 is narrower in width than 
the graduated bar, the Scale markings thereof will 
be clearly 'visible. , 
The Wearer of the Skirt stands adjacent the 

upright marking device" with the bottom of the 
skirt positioned between the open clamping jaws 
3. f. and 36. 
The clamping jaw 36 is then moved to closed 

position, thereby clamping the skirt therebe 
tween as is shown in Eigs., 2 and 3. The person 
doing the marking then need merely insert a 
conventional pin 49 through the passageway 5 
formed by notch A4 and the associated trans 
verse depression 33 at the Selected height above 
the floor. The pin will readily pass through and 
make but two. Small holes in the fabric clamped 
between the curved jaws 3, 36, as shown in Fig. 3. 
Without releasing the clamp, a second pin may 

then be inserted in a passageway 45 below the 
first-to-mark the width of the hem desired so 
that the accuracy in positioning and spacing. of 
the two pins is assured. As the openings are ill 
lustratively one inch apart it is apparent, that a 
hem of one, two or three inches may be marked. 
It is of course to be understood that the open 
ings could be other distances apart and more or 
less could be provided. . 
The procedure above described is repeated at 

intervals along the circumference of the skirt 
and when this is... completed the skirt has been 
marked both for length and for width of the hem 
with a double row of pins around the skirt, each 
row.uniformly distant from the floor and effected 
in an accurate and Speedy manner. 

It will be observed that after the proper disa 
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4. 
tance is located on the skirt and the jaws are 
clamped together the fabric is firmly held at the 
proper marking point and it is immaterial 
whether the device is positioned on the floor or 
whether it is lifted to more readily effect the pin 
ining or marking, for in either event the fabric 
remains tightly clamped against shifting until 
both pins have been introduced. 
As the pivotal connection between slide mem 

ber 4 and arm 36 is near the lower end of the 
device, it is apparent that the device can be 
used to mark even a dress that almost touches the 
floor. 
AS many changes could be made in the above 

construction, and many apparently widely dif 
ferent embodiments of this invention could be 
made without departing from the scope of the 
claims, it is intended that all matter contained 
in the above description or shown in the accom 
panying dra Wings shall be interpreted as illus 
trative and not in a limiting sense. 

Having thus described my invention what I 
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent of the United States is: 

. A skirt narking assembly comprising a 
Standard, a side member on said standard con 
sisting of a single metal stamping, the lower part 
of Said Stamping comprising means straddling 
Said Standard and Serving frictionally to retain 
Said slide member in adjusted position upon said 
Standard, the upper part of said slide member 
Consisting of a jaw configuration several inches 
in length, having parallet-lateral borders engag 
ing the face of said standard, an aria pivotaly 
mounted upon-Said slide member near the lower 
end of the latter, a jaw configuration on said arm 
Complementary to and of the length of that of 
Said slide member, the jaw configuration on said 
slide inenber- having a plurality of longitudinally 
Spaced transverse' depressions - therein including 
One Eleaf-the upper and one near the lower end 
thereof and the jaw configuration on said arm 
having a plurality of longitudinally spaced trans 
Versely aligned notches in the side edges thereof 
in registry with the respective depressions when 
Said arm is pivoted to upright position against 
Said slide raember, thereby to form a correspond 
ing plurality of transverse-passageways, whereby 
a pin may be inserted horizontally through the 
tlippermost of Said-passageways into the fabric of 
a skirt clamped between said jaw configurations 
and while the jaws are still closed, a second-pin 
may he inserted through one of the other as. 
Sageways determined by said jaws, thereigy to de 
fine With accuracy respectively the length of the 
skit and the width of its hem. 

2. The skirt marker recited in claim 1, in which 
the standard is a graduated bar rectangular in 
CrOSS-Section, of face width. . greater than its 
thickness, in which the straddling means at the 
lower end of the slide member is of channel for. 
mation, in which the jaw configuration of the 
Slide member has a convex-face narrower than 
Said Standard with the edges thereof forming the 
borders in engagement with the face of said 
Standard and in which the pivoted jaw member 
has a concave under face engaging substantially 
the entire length of said convex face of the slide 
Inenber. 

3. The combination recited in claim , in which 
the standard is in the form of a graduated bar, 
rectangular in cross-section, of face width greater 
than its thickness, the straddling means at the 
lower part of the slide member is of channel for 
nation and extends across the face of the stand 
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ard, in which ears protrude rearward of the sides 
of the standard and substantially in the planes 
of the respective lateral edges of the graduated 
bar, and in which a transverse bolt keyed in One 
of said ears extends through the other ear and 
has a wing nut on the free end thereof friction 
ally to clamp the channel in adjusted position 
upon the standard. 

4. As an article of manufacture, a skirt mark 
ing assembly adapted for installation in any of 
a plurality of adjusted positions upon a standard 
that includes an upright graduated bar rectangu 
lar in cross-section, said article comprising a 
sheet metal slide member channel shaped at its 
lower portion to present a face and rearwardly 

O 

15 
extending sides, ears in the planes of the respec 
tive sides for accommodating a cross bolt, a jaw 
conformation integral with and extending up 
ward from said channel shaped portion, of width 
narrower than said channel, trough shaped in 
CrOSS Section and presenting a convex outer face 
several inches in length and having a plurality of 
transverse depressions, one near the upper and 
one near the lower end thereof, a complementary 
sheet metal jaw member pivoted near its lower 
end to said channel shaped portion and of length, 
width and conformation complementary to that 
of Said convex face on the slide member, Said 
jaw member including a concave under surface 
adapted in closed position to engage the entire 
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length of and to extend about the convexity of 
said jaw conformation, and having notches in its 
side edges in registry with the respective depres 

sions in the convex member to determine trans 
verse passageways in closed position thereof. 

- BERBERT G. BOOTE. 

REFERENCES CTED 
The following references are of record in the 

file of this patent: 
UNITED STATES PATENTS 

Nurnber Name Date 
840,241. Nootbaar ----------- Jan. 1, 1907 
899,785 Campbell---------- Sept. 29, 1908 
920,133 Haamann ----------- May 4, 1909 
979,492 Hogan et al.-------- Dec. 27, 1910 

1,003,239 Davis ------------- Sept. 12, 1911 
1,219,343 Naber ------------- Mar. 13, 1917 
1,247,476 Wisner ------------- Nov. 20, 1917 
1,248,959 Walker ------------- Dec. 4, 1917 
1,270,251 Smith ------------- June 18, 1918 
1,294,117 Kottman ---------- Feb. 11, 1919 
1,392,455 Sieger -------------- Oct. 4, 1921 
1,434,379 Frank -------------- Nov. 7, 1922 
1,456,547 Gruber ------------ May 29, 1923 
1,560,417 Dreschler ----------- Nov. 3, 1925 
1,616,046 Hobbs -------------- Feb. 1, 1927 
1979,789 Barrett ------------- Nov. 6, 1934 
2,022,931 DeBucci ------------ Dec. 3, 1935 
2,217,996 Sasgen ------------- Oct. 5, 1940 
2,446,319 Orthwin ------------ Aug. 3, 1948 

FOREIGN PATENTS 
Number Country Date 

3,872 Holland ----------- June 22, 1919 


