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This invention relates to a water ski and Swim belt, and 
it concerns more particularly a buoyant life belt for 
use in water sports such as skiing, swimming, fishing and 
boating. 
An object of the invention is to provide a small, com 

pact life belt for the purpose described which is charac 
terized by a high degree of buoyancy in proportion to 
its mass, and which, because of its comparatively small 
volume as well as its improved features of construction, 
may be worn in comfort and without inconvenience to 
the wearer. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a life 

belt having an elongated, flexible, resilient, buoyant body 
which is of laminated construction and which comprises 
two continuous elongated strips of molded, expanded 
cellular resilient material having the characteristics of 
foam rubber, which are bonded together in side by side 
relation to each other, and in which an elongated flexible 
strip, which advantageously may be made of canvas, duck 
or the like, is arranged longitudinally between the strips 
of molded, expanded cellular resilient material, and is 
received in a pair of mutually aligned longitudinal 
grooves which are formed in the opposed surfaces of 
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the strips, the ends of the strap extending outwardly 
beyond the ends of the strips and one end of the strap 
having suitable fastening means attached thereto for en 
gagement by the opposite end thereof whereby the ends 
of the strap may be fastened together. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a life 

belt of the type described in which one of the strips of 
molded, expanded cellular resilient material is substan 
tially thicker than the other, so that when the belt is 
secured about the body of the wearer, with the thicker 
strip facing inwardly, the greater part of the mass of 
the body, which comprises the thicker strip, is encom 
passed by the strap. 
A further object of the invention is to provide such a 

life belt in which the exterior surfaces of the body are 
protected against absorption of water, so that the buoy 
ancy of the body remains unimpaired, and are also pro 
tected against abrasion. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a life 
belt of the type described in which the strap is sewed 
to one side of the thiner strip of molded, expanded cellu 
lar resilient material, and in which the opposite side of 
the thinner strip is bonded to the thicker strip, so that 
when the belt is secured about the body of the wearer, 
with the thicker strip facing inwardly, both the thicker 
strip and the thinner strip which comprise the body are 
encompassed by the strap. 
A further object of the invention is to provide such a 

life belt which is of simple, rugged construction and 
which may be manufactured inexpensively. 
A still further object of the invention is to provide a 

buoyant seat cushion embodying the features of con 
struction above described. 
The invention will be readily understood by referring 

to the following description and the accompanying draw 
ing, in which: 
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Figure 1 is a perspective view of a water ski and 

swim belt embodying the invention; 
Fig. 2 is a sectional view of the belt shown in Fig. 1, 

taken on the line 2-2 of Figure 3; 
Figure 3 is a sectional view taken on the line 3-3 

of Fig. 2; 
Fig. 4 is a diagrammatic elevational view illustrating 

the manner in which the belt is applied to the body of 
the wearer; 

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of a buoyant seat cushion 
embodying the invention in modified form; 

Fig. 6 is a top view, partly broken away, of the cushion 
shown in Fig. 5; 

Fig. 7 is a sectional view taken on the line 7-7 of 
Fig. 6; 

Fig. 8 is a side view of the belt shown in Figs. 1 to 4; 
Fig. 9 is a fragmentary side view showing a portion 

of a water ski and swim belt embodying the invention 
in modified form; and 

Fig. 10 is a fragmentary view of the belt shown in 
Fig. 9, partly as seen from one edge thereof and partly 
in section on the lines 10-10 of Fig. 9. 

Referring to Figs. 1 to 4, and Fig. 8, of the drawing, 
the numeral 1 designates generally an elongated flexible, 
resilient, buoyant body, which is of laminated construc 
tion as hereinafter described. The body 1 comprises two 
continuous elongated strips, numbered 2 and 3 respec 
tively, of molded, expanded cellular resilient material 
having the characteristics of foam rubber, which are 
bonded together in side by side relation to each other. 
The strip 2 is substantially thicker than the strip 3. 
An elongated flexible strap 4, which advantageously 

may be made of webbing, duck or the like, is arranged 
longitudinally between the strips 2 and 3, and is re 
ceived in a pair of mutually aligned longitudinal grooves 
5 which are formed in the opposed surfaces of the strips 
2 and 3. The ends of the strap 4 extend outwardly be 
yond the ends of the strips 2 and 3, and one end of the 
strap 4 has suitable fastening means, such as the rings 
6, attached thereto for engagement by the opposite end 
thereof whereby the ends of the strap 4 may be fastened 
together. 
The exterior surfaces of the body preferably are 

coated with a water-resistant material, such as a special 
plastic or coating paint, so that the body 1 is protected 
against absorption of water and its buoyancy remains un 
impaired. Optionally the body 1 may be encased in a 
wear and water resistant covering 7, which may be made 
of canvas, duck, or the like, and may be reenforced at 
its ends, as at 8. 

In applying the belt to the body of the wearer, as 
show in Figure 4, the body 1 is flexed in an arcuate 
position, as shown in Figures 1 to 3, and secured about 
the body of the wearer with the thicker strip 2 facing in 
wardly. The arrangement is such that in its applied posi 
tion the greater part of the mass of the body 1, which 
comprises the thicker strip 2 is encompassed by the strap 
4, the ends of which are fastened together as above de 
scribed. - 

Referring to Figs. 4 to 7 of the drawing, a buoyant 
seat cushion is shown which has a substantially rectan 
gular flexible, resilient, buoyant body 9, which corre 
sponds to the body 1 above referred to and is simi 
larly constructed. The body 9 comprises two substan 
tially rectangular pieces, numbered 10 and 1, respective 
ly, of molded, expanded cellular resilient material having 
the characteristics of foam rubber, which are bonded 
together in side by side relation to each other. 
A pair of elongated flexible straps 12, which corre 

spond to the strap 4 above referred to, and which 
advantageously may be made of webbing, duck or the 
like, each have their ends connected to the body 9 in 
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spaced relation to each other, as hereinafter described, 
and have substantially U-shaped middle portions which 
extend outwardly from opposite sides of the body 9. The 
ends of the respective straps 12 are arranged in parallel 
relation to each other along opposite sides of the body 9, 
between the pieces 0 and 11, and are received in two 
pairs of mutually aligned grooves 13 which are formed 
in the opposed surfaces of the pieces 10 and 11, with 
the adjacent ends of the two strips overlapping. . 
The exterior surfaces of the body 9, like the body 1, 

preferably are coated with a water resistant material, 
such as a plastic type of paint, so that the body 9 is pro 
tected against absorption of water and its buoyancy re 
mains unimpaired. The body 9, like the body. 1, also 
may be encased in a wear and water-resistant covering 14, 
which corresponds to the covering 7 above referred to, 
and which may be made of canvas, duck or the like. 
As shown in Figs. 9 and 10, the strap 4 is sewed to 

one side of the thinner strip 3 of molded, expanded cellu 
lar resilient material, and in which the opposite side of 
the thinner strip 3 is bonded to the thicker strip 2, so 
that when the belt is secured about the body of the 
wearer, with the thicker strip 2 facing inwardly, both the 
thicker strip 2 and the thinner strip 3 which comprise the 
body. are encompassed by the strap 4. 
The invention may be modified in various ways with 

out departing from the spirit and Scope thereof. 
What is claimed is: 
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1. A life belt comprising a continuous elongated flexi 

ble, resilient buoyant body, adapted to substantially en 
circle the body of the wearer, consisting of two strips 
of molded expanded cellular resilient material having the 
characteristics of foam rubber bonded together in side by 
side relation to each other, and a single flexible Strap 
arranged longitudinally between the strips and received 
in grooves therefor in the opposed surfaces of the respec 
tive strips, the ends of the strap extending outwardly 
beyond the ends of the strips and having means for 
fastening them together whereby the belt may be secured 
about the body of the wearer. 

2. The structure of claim 1 one of the strips being Sub 
stantially thicker than the other so that when the belt is 
secured about the body of the wearer, with the thicker 
strip facing inwardly, the greater part of the mass of 
the body, which is formed by the thicker strip, is en 
compassed by the strap. 
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