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ABSTRACT: A highway sign having indicia thereon to in-
dicate the location of an on-or-off ramp with respect to the
sign.
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HIGHWAY SIGN
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to new and useful improve-
ments in highway signs having indicia thereon to assist drivers
of motor vehicles in locating the position of an on-or-off ramp
with respect to the sign.

With the ever-increasing population comes an ever-increas-
ing number of freeways and subhighways. These highways are
extensively traveled and require highway signs which can in-
dicate quickly and accurately to the motor vehicle drivers
when exits or entrances are approached. There is no standard
means of locating these signs with respect to the on-or-off
ramps, the entrances and exits, Hereafter throughout this
specification on-or-off ramps -or entrances and exits will be
referred to as approaches.

Sometimes the sign indicating that an approach is ahead is
located after the approach while in other cases it is located im-
mediately at the approach and finally in still other cases it is
located ahead of the approach. For this reason, when a driver
is on a strange freeway traveling at the posted speed limit, he
may miss his desired approach because the highway sign is
located immediately at or after the approach and therefore he
does not see the approach because he is looking at the sign
and thus does not realize that he is passing the approach until
he has already gone beyond it.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention disclosed herein relates to new and
useful improvements in a highway sign which enables drivers
of motor vehicles to determine the location of the highway ap-
proach with respect to the sign even while traveling at posted
speeds. In its most simple form it consists of indicia which are
painted with luminous paint or otherwise treated to provide a
light-reflecting surface for readily seeing the sign at night and
which are appropriately positioned on the sign to give an indi-
cation of the location of the approach with respect to the sign.

Thus an important object of the present invention is to con-
struct a sign having a rigid, elongated body of sheet material
supported on a sign post in an edgewise upstanding position
and having thereon appropriately located indicia to indicate
the location of a highway approach with respect to the sign.

Another object of the present invention is to provide a
highway sign having luminous or otherwise light-reflecting
surfaces located on this sign in such a position as to give a
motor vehicle driver an immediate knowledge of the location
of the approach with respect to the sign.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

These together with other objects and advantages which will
become subsequently apparent reside in the details of con-
struction and operation as more fully hereinafter described
and claimed, reference being had to the accompanying
drawings forming a part hereof, wherein like numerals refer to
like parts throughout, and in which;

FIG. 1 is a front elevational view of a sign indicating the
presence of an approach and having indicia thereon to in-
dicate that the approach is immediately ahead of the sign;

FIG. 2 is a similar view of a sign having indicia thereon to
show a motorist that the approach is located immediately at
the sign;

FIG. 3 is a similar view showing a sign having indicia
thereon indicating that the approach is located after the sign;

FIG. 4 is a front view of a sign on an enlarged scale showing
thereon multiple locations of indicia each of which locations
indicates the position of an approach with respect to the sign;
and oo

FIG. § is a front view on an enlarged scale of a sign showing
indicia in multiple locations which are mounted in a different
manner than the indicia shown in FIG. 4.
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

Referring now to FIG. 1 there can be seen a highway 2
which may be either a one-way or a two-way street with an ap-
proach 4 and a sign 6. It will be noted that the sign 6 is located
immediately after approach 4 in the area 8 formed by the
highway 2 and approach 4. Located on the lower right-hand
portion of sign 6 is a surface area 10 that has been painted
with luminous paint or otherwise treated to provide a light-
reflecting surface which can be readily seen at night. The fact
that surface 10 is located towards the bottom of sign 6 in-
dicates that approach 4 will be reached ahead of sign 6.

Thus any motorist traveling down highway 2 in the direction
shown by arrow 12 and desiring to follow approach 4 will,
when he sees surface 10 on sign 6 realize that he must turn
ahead of sign 6.

FIG. 2 is a similar view to that shown in FIG. 1 except that
sign 6 is located immediately at the point where approach 4
leaves highway 2. It will be noted, however, that surface area
10 is located in the middle of the right-hand portion of sign 6
indicating that the sign 6 is located directly at the point where
a motorist must turn to follow approach 4. Thus when a mo-
torist is traveling down highway 2 in the direction shown by
arrow 12 and is looking for approach 4, he will be able to tell
from surface 10 that he must turn to the right directly at sign
10 in order to be able to follow approach 4.

FIG. 3 is a similar view to that shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 with
the exception that sign 6 is located ahead of approach 4. It will
be noted that surface area 10 is located in the upper right hand
portion of sign 6 indicating that approach 4 is located after
sign 6. Thus when a motorist is traveling down highway 2 in
the direction shown by arrow 12 and desires to follow ap-
proach 4, he will know upon seeing sign 6 with surface 10 in
the location shown that approach 4 is located after sign 6.

FIG. 4 is a front view of a highway sign 6 on an enlarged
scale showing surface 10 in the upper right-hand portion of
the sign 6 to indicate that an approach is located after the sign.
If the surface is located as shown at 14 in the center portion of
the right-hand portion of the sign then it indicates that the ap-
proach is located immediately at the sign. Finally if the surface
is located as shown at 16 on the lower right-hand portion of
the sign, it indicates that the approach is located ahead of the
sign. It is obvious that surface 10, instead of being painted with
luminous paint or otherwise treated to provide a light-reflect-
ing surface, could be of an appropriately colored transparent
material behind which an actual light source could be located.
The manner in which the surface 10 is treated ar is otherwise
manufactured to cause it to be readily seen during both the
day and night is unimportant as long as it can be readily seen.

FIG. 5 is a front view of a highway sign 6 on an enlarged
scale showing a different manner of mounting indicia which
indicates the location of an approach with respect to the sign.
Thus surface 10 is in the form of a tab or plate which is at-
tached to signs 6 in such a manner as to extend beyond the
sign. It will be noted, however, that surface 10 is still located in
the upper right hand portion of the sign 6 to indicate that an
approach is located after the sign location. The surface could
also be located as shown at 14 and 16 for reasons previously
disclosed and would extend beyond sign 6 as explained for sur-
face 10.

It is obvious that any type of light-reflecting or light trans-
mitting device could be used in the present invention. The cru-
cial point of the invention is that the indicia must be easily
seen and located on the sign in a position which will quickly
indicate to a motorist the location of any approach with
respect to the sign.

Thus applicant has disclosed a novel and improved highway
sign having indicia thereon to assist drivers of motor vehicles
in locating the position of a highway approach with respect to
the sign.

It is understood that suitable modifications may be made in
the structure as disclosed provided such modifications come
within the spirit and scope of the appended claims. I have now,
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therefore, fully illustrated and described my invention and

what I claim to be new and desire to protect by Letters Patent

is set forth in the appended claim

I claim:

1. A new and improved highway sign comprising;

a. a rigid elongated body of sheet material having an infor-
mation display surface;

b. means supporting the body in an edgewise upstanding
position;

c. a light-transmitting device having a generally rectangular
configuration with an elongated central axis and being
located in one of a plurality of certain predetermined
specific areas of said information display surface whereby
the location of the light-transmitting device and disposi-
tion in the display surface with respect to the body edges
identify the location of a highway approach with respect
to said sign;

d. the location and disposition of said light-transmitting
devices including the following;
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1. the location of the light-transmitting device in the
upper right-hand portion of the said display surface, at
which location the central axis of said generally rectan-
gular light-transmitting device extends generally verti-
cally to indicate that the approach is located after said
sign;

2. the location of the light-transmitting device in the mid-
dle right-hand portion of the said display surface, at
which location the central axis of said generally rectan-
gular light-transmitting device extends generally
horizontally to indicate that the approach is located at
said sign;

3. the location of the light-transmitting device in the
lower right-hand portion of the said display surface, at
which location the central axis of said generally
obliquely downwardly toward the lower right-hand
edge to indicate that the approach is located before
said sign.

* * * * *



