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BEDPAN WASBER, 

Application filed October 22, 1930. Serial No. 490,347. 

My invention relates to an improvement 
in a bedpan washer and the novelty consists 
in the adaptation and arrangement of parts 
as will be more fully hereinafter pointed 
out. 
My invention is an improvement of United 

States Patent No. 1,807,634 of June 2, 1931 
on application Serial No. 397,845 of Joseph 
H. Okun on a bedpan washer and which ap 
plication was duly assigned to Kny-Scheerer 
Corporation, the assignee of the application 
herein. 
There is a serious problem in bedpan wash 

ers in preventing the opening of the door of 
the bedpan washer while the sprayer common 
to said washers is in operation. 
My device solves this problem completely 

by preventing the opening of the door of the 
bedpan washer so long as the water is run 
ning from the valve which controls the sup 
ply of water to the bedpan washer, said 
locking means being automatically with 
drawn by the shutting off of the water. 

fy device also furnishes a means for turn 
ing on the valve controlling the flow of water 
to the bedpan washer by the operation of the 
closing of the door and delaying the return 
of the valve operating means to the inop 
erative position slowly so as to insure the 
operation of said valve each time that the 
door is opened and closed, whereby perfect 
flushing of the bedpan washer is positively 
secured. 

Referring to the drawings Figure 1 is a 
perspective of my device with the door 
closed and showing the bedpan washer par 
tially broken away for convenience in illus 
tration. 

Figure 2 is a detail of the slow operating 
valve opening means. 

Figure 3 is a perspective of my device the 
same as Figure 1 but with the door of the 
bedpan washer in the open position and the 
lower part of the device broken away for 
convenience in illustration. 

Figures 4, 5, 6 and 7 are details of the 
locking portion operated by the flow of the 
water from the flushing valve. 

In the drawings 70 is a bedpan Washer of 
the general construction shown in the said 
Okun Patent No. 1,807,634 of June 2, 1931 on 
application Serial No. 397.845 having a door 
Shinged on each side of the lower edge at 9 
and each of said hinges having a tension 
spring 10 of usual construction secured there 
to. A bracket 11 is rigidly secured to the 
door 8 at one end and terminates at its outer 
end in a round shoulder 12 over which fork 
13 is secured in the usual manner by means 
of rivet 14 so as to turn regularly thereon. 
Fork 13 is integral with the upper end of 
rod 15 over which a beveled guide nut 16 is 
internally threaded so as to engage a thread 
ed portion 1 of the rod 15. A cylindrical 
bracket member 18 is mounted over the rod 
15 and adapted to be rigidly secured in the 
desired position thereon by means of set 
screws 19 and said bracket 18 through fin 
member 20 has integrally secured thereto a 
dash pot body member 21 of usual construc 
tion, which has the usual head portion 22 
and a dash pot rod 23 mounted therethrough 
with the usual dash pot cap 23a. On the 
upper end of the dash pot rod 23 is rigidly 
Secured at 24 a bracket 25 having a top plate 
26 terminating at one end in a fork 27 adapt 
ed to fit around the rod 15 so as to permit 
it to slide up and down as a guide on said 
rod 15. The opposite end of the plate 26 
is a flat stop member 28 and a segmental cup 
member 29 is rigidly mounted near the center 
of the top of the plate 26. A forked bracket 
30 is rigidly secured at 31 to the dash pot 
body 21 and a retaining member 32 is pivot 
ally mounted in the forked member 30 by 
means of pin 33 under continuous pressure 
of tension spring 34 mounted between said 
retaining member 32 and the dash pot body 
member 21 so as to keep said retaining mem 
ber 32 in the “out” position. Said retaining 

50 

5 5 

0 

75 

80 

85 

90 



2 5 

30 

3 5 

40 

(30 

2 

member 32 has a hooked portion 35 at its 
upper end. 

At the base of the bedpan washer body 70 
is pivotally mounted at 36 a forked member 
37 which has a foot pedal 38 rigidly secured 
to its outer end. A second forked member 39 
rigidly secured between the forked members 
37 to the under side of the foot pedal 38 has 
pivotally mounted therein at 40 a circular 
shoulder member 41 integral with the lower 
end of the rod 15. 
A casting 42 is secured to the body 70 of 

the bedpan Washer by means of bolts 43 and 
said casting 42 has a flushing valve 44 of 
usual well known construction secured there 
to by means of threaded pipe connection 45 
and said flushing valve 44 is connected by 
means of pipe 46 to a source of water supply. 
A second valve 4 adapted to furnish hot, 
water is also secured to the casting 42 by 
means of threaded pipe connection 48 and 
said valve has a spring return operating 
faucet or handle 49 of well known construc 
tion which controls the operation of the hot, 
water valve 47. 

Projecting from the fiushing valve 44 is a 
nipple 50 in which is mounted an operative 
valve handle 51 on the usual ball and socket, 
construction 52 whereby the waive handle 51 
will in the usual manner return to the central 
operative position through spring tension 
when released from the operative position 
to which it may have been pushed. 
A body member 53 is rigidly secured by 

means of screws 54 to the casting 42 being 
internally threaded at its outer end at 55 
and into which a head 56 having external 
threading 57 is adapted to be screwed. A 
metal bellows or compression member 58 
preferably of phosphorus bronze is adapted 
to be mounted in said head 56 between plate 
59 and the threaded portion 57 of the head 56 
and a rod or pin 60 having a conical point 
61 is adapted to be mounted inside of said 

; bellows 58, passing through plate 59 and 
through a central boring 62 through the head 
56 and a nut 63 adapted to engage the inside 
end of the pin 60 holds it in position through 
the plate 59. A compression spring 64 is 
mounted inside of the bellows 58 so as to in 
sure the return of the bellows 58 to the full 
open position after each compressing oper 
ation and pressing against the inside of the 
plate 59 at one end and against the inside 
of the head 56 at the other end, and the 
plate 59 is held against being pressed too far 
inwardly by contact with a rim 65 on the 
inside of the body 53. - 
The body 53 has a rectangular portion 66 

integral there with and to which is adapted 
to be secured at 67 a bayonet shaped stop 
member 68. 
The operation of my device is as follows: 
The door 8 of the bedpan washer 70 will 

be opened by stepping on the foot pedal 38 
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which, through the forked members 37 
pivoted at 36, will draw down on the rod 15 
through connections 39, 40 and 41, whereby 
the bracket member 18 and dash pot body 
21 will be palled down from the position 
as shown in Figure 1 to the position as shown 
in Figure 3 and the dash pot rod 23 will 
be extended to the position shown in Figure 
3 as the end 28 of the plate 26 contacts with 
stop member 68. 
When the bedpan has been placed in the 

bedpan washer 70 in the usual manner and 
the door 8 has then been lifted to a position 
past the center so that through the assistance 
of springs 10 it will close to the fully closed 
position, the rod 15, through the lifting of 
the bracket li through the connections 12 
and 13 and 14, will be brought up to its nor 
mal position as shown in Figure 1 and the 
cylindrical bracket 18 and the dash pot 21 
will be raised with the rod 15 to the position 
shown in Figure 1 and the dash pot rod 23 
and the head 25 carrying 29, will be lifted so 
as to contact with 51 and lift it to the valve 
opening position as shown in Figure 2. As 
the dash pot, rod 23, head 25 and segmental 
cup member 29 are held in this upper posi 
tion as shown in Figure 2 because of the slow 
return of the dash pot in the dash pot body 
21 downwardly to its seating position, the 
operative valve handle 51 will be held in the 
operative position, while the rod and the 
described connecting parts are slowly mov 
ing downwardly, so as to insure a positive 
operation of the flushing valve 44 and pre 
venting the return of 5i to its normal position 
until such flushing operation has been abso 
lutely insured. 
As the water goes from the flushing valve 

44 through the connection 45 into the interior 
of the casting 42, it immediately contacts 
with plate 59 thereby compressing the bel 
lows 58 against the spring 64 and causing 
the rod 60 and the tapered point 61 to pro 
ject under the hook 35 of the retaining mem 
ber 32, thereby positively locking plunger 21, 
cylindrical bracket 18 and rod 15 against 
being moved downwardly and thereby hold 
ing the door 8 in the fixed closed position 
through the connections 12, 13 and 14 with 
bracket 11. As soon as the flushing of the 
valve 44 is connpleted the pressure of the 
Water on plate 59 ceases and the bellows 58 
will be returned to their normal extended po 
sition, this being made positive by means of 
connpression spring 64 which also prevents 
the bellows from being compresed too far and 
will return to its normal extended position, 
and the pin 60 and the tapered point 61 will 
thereby be withdrawn from the extended po 
sition to their normal encased position, that 
is, from the dotted outline position as shown 
in Figure 4, to the full body outlined posi 
tion. This will release the hook 35 of the 
retaining member 82 SO that the opening of 
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the door and the complete cycle of operations 
as already described, can be again started. 
Whenever it is desired to sterilize the bed 

pan washer 70, water of sufficient heat may 
* be admitted by the operation of the hand 

faucet 49 of valve 47 or steam may be ad 
mitted through this same valve. 

It will be observed that if the retaining 
member 32 is not in exact position when 

9 the pin 60 is pushed outwardly through the 
operation of the water pressure from flush 
ing valve 44 on plate 59, tapered point 61 
will be adapted to ride under the hook 35 
and lifting the same against the spring 34. 
will ride thereunder to the full locking posi 
tion under hook 35 as the pin 60 pushes out 
to the full extended position through the 
pressure of the water from flushing of valve 
44 on the plate 59. Also, if the water from 

9 the flushing valve 44 has started its flushing 
operation as described prior to the locking 
positioning of the retaining member 32 and 
hook 35, the hook 35 will ride up under the 
tapered end 61 of pin 60 so that the retain 
ing member 32 will be pressed back on the 
spring 34 whereby the hook 35 will on attain 
ing the proper position, be pressed back 
into locking engagement over the pin 60. 
I claim: 
1. In a bedpan Washer foot operated means 

for opening the door, water supply means, 
means to open the water supply means for 
feeding a measured supply of water to the 
bedpan washer, means to hold open the means 
controlling said water supply a sufficient 
time to insure its positive operation and an 
automatic locking means to prevent the open 
ing of said door while said water supply is 
being fed to said bedpan washer. 

2. In a bedpan washer a door having ten 
sion springs mounted at its hunges, foot oper 
ated means for opening said door comprising 
a bracket rigidly mounted on said door, a 
rod pivotally mounted at its upper end to 
the outer end of said bracket and pivotally 
mounted at its lower end on a forked bracket 
pivotally mounted on the foot of said bedpan 
washer and carrying a foot pedal at its outer 
end, water supply means, means for opening 

0 the water supply means to feed a measured 
supply of water to the bedpan washer con 
sisting of a self centering flushing valve hav 
ing a handle and a lifting means carried on 
said foot operated rod adapted to lift said 
valve handle to operative position, means for 
holding said valve handle in operative posi 
tion for a predetermined period of time to 
positively insure its operation comprising a 
dash pot carried by said foot operated rod 

0 and said lifting means being mounted on the 
upper end of the plunger rod of said dash 
pot. 

3. In a bedpan washer a door having ten 
sion springs mounted at its hinges, foot 

€5 operated means for opening Said door com 

3. 

prising a bracket rigidly mounted on said 
door, a rod pivotally mounted at its upper 
end to the outer end of said bracket and piv 
otally mounted at its lower end on a forked 
bracket pivotally mounted on the foot of 
said bedpan washer and carrying a foot pedal 
at its outer end, water supply means, means 
for opening the water supply means to feed a 
measured supply of water to the bedpan 
washer consisting of a self centering flushing 
valve having a handle and a lifting means 
carried on said foot operated rod adapted to 
lift said valve handle to operative position, 
means for holding said valve handle in oper 
ative position for a predetermined period of 
time to positively insure its operation com 
prising a dash pot carried by said foot oper 
ated rod and said lifting means being mount 
ed on the upper end of the plunger rod of said 
dash pot and an automatic locking means to 
prevent the opening of said door while said 
water supply is being fed to said bedpan 
washer. 

4. In a bedpan washer a hinged door, foot 
operated means for opening said door com 
prising a bracket rigidly mounted on said 
door, a rod pivotally mounted at its upper 
end to the outer end of said bracket and piv 
otally mounted at its lower end on a forked 
bracket pivotally mounted on the foot of 
said bedpan washer and carrying a foot 
pedal at its outer end, water supply means, 
means for opening the Water supply means 
to feed a measured supply of Water to the 
bedpan washer, means to positively insure the 
operation of the water opening means and an 
automatic locking means to prevent the open 
ing of said door while said water supply is 
being fed to said bedpan washer, comprising 
a body member connected directly to the 
water supply means and embodying a head 
adapted to thread into said body member and 
carrying a pin tapered at its outer end and 
adapted to pass in and out through said head, 
said pin having a pressure plate rigidly Se 
cured to its inner end, a compression member 
mounted over said pin between said head and 
plate, a compression spring mounted over 
said pin within said compression member 
and operated by the water from the water 
supply means acting on said pressure plate 
before entering the bedpan washer and a 
detaining member carried on said foot oper 
ated rod and adapted to hook over said lock 
ing pin in its outer position. 

5. In a bedpan washer a door hinged at its 
lower edge, foot operated means for opening 
the same, water supply means, means oper 
ated by the closing of said door to open the 
water supply means, means to positively in 
sure feeding a measured supply of Water to 
the bedpan washer and an automatic locking 
means coacting with said foot operating 
means whereby the opening of said door is 
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4. 

prevented while said water supply is being 
fed to said bedpan washer. 

6. In a bedpan washer a door, operated by 
a foot pedal and rod, Water supply means, 
means to open the Water supply means for 
feeding a measured supply of water to the 
bedpan washer comprising a flushing valve 
and an automatic locking means adapted to 
prevent the opening of said door while said 
water supply is being fed to said bedpan 
washer comprising a body connected to the 
Water supply means and containing a head 
adapted to screw into said body and carrying 
a pin mounted therein and adapted to slide 
therethrough, said pin being tapered at its 
outer end and having a pressure plate rigidly 
secured to its inner end, a compression mein 
ber mounted over said pin between said head 
and plate, a compression spring lounted 
over said pin within said compression men 
ber and said locking means being operated 
by the pressure on said pressure plate of the 
water flowing from the flushing valve to the 
bedpan washer and a detaining member 
mounted on the foot pedal rod and moving 
with said door and adapted to engage sail 
pin in its extended position. 

7. A bedpan washer comprising a door hav 
ing tension springs mounted at its hinges, a 
bracket rigidly mounted on said door, a rod 
pivotally mounted at its upper end to the 
outer end of said bracket and pivotally mount 
ed at its lower end on a forked bracket pivot 
ally mounted on the foot of said bedpan 
washer and carrying a foot pedal at its outer 
end, a flushing valve connected to said wash 
er near its head and having a self centering 
valve handle, a dash pot carried by said foot 
operated rod and a lifting plate carried on 
the upper end of the plunger rod of Said dash 
pot to lift said valve handle to operative po 
sition and retard its return to closed posi 
tion. 

8. A bedpan washer comprising a hinged 
door, a bracket rigidly mounted on said door, 
a rod pivotally mounted at its upper end to 
the outer end of said bracket and pivotally 
mounted at its lower end on a forked brack 
et pivotally mounted on the foot of said bed 
pan washer and carrying a foot pedal at its 
outer end, a flushing valve connected to said 
washer near its head and having a self center 
ing valve handle, a dashpot carried by said 
foot operated rod, a lifting plate carried on 
the upper end of the plunger rod of said dash 
pot and automatic means for locking said 
door during the operation of said flushing 
valve. 

9. A bedpan washer comprising a hinged 
door, a bracket rigidly mounted on Said door, 
a rod pivotally mounted at its upper end to 
the outer end of said bracket and pivotally 
mounted at its lower end on a forked brack 
et pivotally mounted on the foot of said bed 
pan washer and carrying a foot pedal at its 
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outer end, a flushing valve connected to said 
washer near its head and having a self center 
ing valve handle, a dash pot carried by said 
foot operated rod, a lifting plate carried on 
the upper end of the plunger rod of said dash 
pot to lift said valve handle to operative posi 
tion and retard its return to closed position 
and automatic means for locking said door 
during the operation of said flushing valve 
comprising a body connected to the Water 
Supply means and containing a head adapt 
ed to Screw into said body and carrying a pin 
mounted therein and adapted to slide there 
through, said pin being tapered at its outer 
end and having a pressure plate rigidly se 
cured to its inner end, a compression member 
mounted over said pin between said head and 
plate, a compression spring mounted over said 
pin within said compression member where 
by the water from the flushing valve acts on 
said pressure plate before entering the bed 
pai) washer to push out said locking pin to its 
extended position and a detaining member 
carried on said dash pot adapted to hook over 
Said pin. 

10. In a bedpan washer, a door, a foot op 
erated pedal connected by a rod thereto, an 
automatic lock to prevent the opening of said 
door while Water is being fed to said washer 
coin}}rising a reciprocating locking pin 
notated in a body and within a compression 
inhember and compression spring and carrying 
a pressure plate on its inner end in said body 
and being connected to the water connection 
to said washer and said pin being operated 
by the pressure of the water flowing to said 
Washer on said pressure plate, and a detain 
ing member mounted on said pedal connec 
tion "od moving with said door and adapted 
to engage said pin in its extended position. 

In testimony whereof affix my signature. 
LOUIS TALAS. 
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