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SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 584,290, dated June 8, 1897%.
' Application filed April 24, 1896, Serial No. 588,936, (No model.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, LEwis F. Musson, of
Winona, in the county of Winona and State
of Minnesota, have invented a new and use-
ful Improvement in Seals for Packages and
Methods of Perfecting said Seals, of which the
followingis a full, clear, and exact deseription.

My invention relates especially to a method
of perfecting a seal on letters, money-pack-
ages, or other articles of value, the contents
of which are supposed to be protected and not
to be exposed or tampered with until they
have reached their destination and are de-
livered into the hands of the proper party or
parties.

The object of this invention is to provide a
means whereby each and every wax seal pro-
duced upon any letter or package may bear
different symbols or designs, differently des-
ignated or of totally different appearance, so
that practically no two seals will be alike, and,
furthermore, to provide a means whereby
when the package or letter has reached its
destination the genuineness of the seal may
be accurately, conveniently, and expedi-
tiously verified. :

The invention consists in the construction
of thesealand in the novel steps of the method
by which the seal is produced and rendered
effective.

Reference is to be had tothe accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the figures,

Figure 1is a plan view of the strip of paper
or fabric from which the various designs have
been cut. Fig. 2 is a plan view of a seal in
which the designs cut from the strip shown
in Fig. 1 are secured, imparting to the seal
means of identification and verification. Fig.
3 is aplan view of a strip of material or fabrie
bearing a different design from that shown in
Fig. 1 and from which characters have like-
wise been removed, and Fig. 4 is a plan view
of the seal bearing the characters removed
from the strip shown in Fig. 3.

In carrying out the invention a strip A, of
baper, fabric, or a like material, is employed,
and the said strip may be provided with a
marbled face, as shown in Fig. 1, or one face
of the said strip may be lined in a peculiar
or particular manner, or, as illustrated in Fig.

3, the face of the said strip may be provided
with a particular design. The seal B is pref-
erably made of wax and in the usual manner
and is adapted for use wherever a hard wax
seal is capable of being employed.

A predetermined number of pieces ¢ are
punched or otherwise removed from a strip
A, and the said pieces or particles of fabric
or paper removed from the strip may be of
any desired marginal contour. In the draw-
ings one of the pieces or particles is of cruci-
form shape, while the others are of disk-like
contour, and the punches or other tools em-
ployed for removing the said pieces or par-
ticles a are preferably circularly grouped or
may have a predetermined arrangement, so
that the openings b in the strip, produced by
the removal of the pieces or particles o, will
have a predetermined or a characteristic
grouping. While the wax from which the
seal B is made is still warm the pieces or
particles a removed from the strip A are as-
sembled upon the seal and pressed therein,
the arrangement of the pieces on the seal be-
ingmade toapproximate as closely as possible
the arrangement of the openings in the strip
A, from which the pieces were removed. .

The marbled surface of the strip A may
be made in a combination of various colors,
and the combing may be varied in character
and size throughout the length and width of
the strip, or when a design’ is produced upon
the strip the same design may be in many
colors, or in shades of colors, so that each
grouping of pieces or particles ¢ removed
from a strip of fabric or material will have a
different surface configuration, and in this
manner the seals produced will differ from
another. : ‘

As a verification of the seal, that portion
of the strip of fabric or paper A from which
the particles or pieces are removed may be
sent to the purposed destination of the letter
or package thus sealed, so that the receiver
may compare the perforated sheet with the
designs on the seal, and if the surface decora-
tion of the pieces or particles on the seal cor-
responds to the complete surface decoration
on the sheet orstrip it will prove almost posi-
tively that the same seal is still upon the let-
ter or package that was placed thereon when
the said letter or package was despatched.
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Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent— : .

1. The herein-described method of perfect-
ing a seal for letters, packages, &c., which
consists in removing from a strip of material
having a surface design, a predetermined
number of pieces or particles, and applying
the removed pieces or particles to the seal
with the surface design uppermost while the
seal is in a plastic condition, as and for the
purpose specified.

2. The herein-deseribed method of perfect-
ing plastic seals, which consists in removing
from a strip of material having a predeter-
mined facial design, a number of pieces or
particles of desired shape and in predeter-
mined arrangement, and applying the said
removed particles to the face of the plastic
sealin substantially the same arrangement as
the arrangement of the apertures in the strip
formed by the removal of the said pieces or
particles, as and for the purpose specified.

3. The herein-described method of perfect-
ing plastic seals, which eonsists in removing
from a strip of material having a predeter-
mined facial design, a number of pieces or
particles of desired shape and in predeter-
mined arrangement, and applying the said
removed particles to the face of the plastic
seal in substantially the same arrangement
as the arrangement of the apertures in the

strips formed by the removal of the said
pieces or particles, the aperturedstrip being
preserved to verify the arrangement and
character of the pieces or particles on the
seal, thereby enabling thereceiverof a sealed
letter or document to determine whether or
not the seal has been tampered with, as and
for the purpose specified.

4. A seal having pieces or particles com-
pressed therein, the said pieces or particles
being of amaterial different from that of the
said seal and having asurface design, asand
for the purpose specified.

5. A seal having compressed therein pieces
or particles of amaterial differentfrom that of
the seal, the said pieces or particles being pro-
vided with predetermined delineations upon
their outer faces and being of predetermined
design, as and for the purpose specified.

6. A plastic seal having pieces or particles
of paper fabric or like material compressed
therein, the said pieces or particles beingpro-
vided with predetermined delineations upon
their outer faces and beingof predetermined
design and arranged in a predetermined or-
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der on the said seal, as and for the purpose

specified.
LEWIS EF. MUSSON.
Witnesses:

H. W. Posz,
H. F. SCHMIDT.



