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(57) Abstract: An  optical
pickup device is provided with
a diffraction grating (12) for
splitting an outgoing beam into
at least three optical beams. The
diffraction grating (12) is divided
into three areas by dividing
lines (D1, D2) in a first direction
parallel to a tangent line of a
track of an optical information
recording medium. The second
area (12B) is divided into four
sub-blocks by a dividing line
(D3) in the first direction and a
dividing line (D4) in a second
direction intersecting with the
first direction. The sub-blocks
arranged at opposing corners
have the same phases, and the
phases of the adjacent sub-blocks
are different by substantially
180 degrees. The phases of the
sub-blocks of the first area (12A)
and those of the sub-blocks of
the area (12B) are different by
substantially 90 degrees, and the
phases of the sub-blocks of the
first area (12A) and those of the
sub-blocks of the third area (12C)
are different by 180 degrees.
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