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(57) Abstract: An agent based system assists in

610 COMMAND LINE

*/ user_id, meeting title, meeting body, list, location, time"

preparing an individual for an upcoming meeting
by helping him/her retrieve relevant information
about the meeting from various sources based on

preexisting information in the system. The system
obtains input text in character form indicative of

620

MESSAGE
*user_id, mesting title, meeting body, participant list, ime"

the target meeting from a calendar program that
includes the time of the meeting. As the time of

the meeting approaches, the calendar program is
queried to obtain the text of the target event and

MEETING RECORD TO STORE CURRENT MEETING INFORMATION

that information is utilized as input to the agent

stUSERID, sTitleOrig, sTitleKW, sBodyKW, sLocation, sTime,
sParﬂclpanfs( ) SMeetingText. original message minus user id
sCompany, sPeople, sTopic, sWhen, sWhere from GoPatternMatch

630 —

640 SUBMIT QUERY TO ALTA VISTA

650 —— SUBMIT QUERY TO NEWSPAGE

660 —| ., STORE MESSAGE IN gResultOverall
"msg_id, user_id, meeting title concatenated with stories”
670 ——  PROCESS STORIES FROM ALTA VISTA AND NEWSPAGE

system. Then, the agent system parses the input
meeting text to extract its various components such
as title, body, participants, location, time, etc. This
information is utilized to query various sources
of information on the web and obtain relevant
stories about the current meeting to send back to
the calendaring system. Thus, in accordance with
an objective of the invention, the system updates
the calendaring system and eventually the user with
the best information it can gather to prepare for the
target meeting.
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