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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, JOHN AZZIMONTI, a citi-
zen of the Kingdom of Italy, residing in the
city, county, and State of New York, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Shoes, of which the following is a full,
clear, and exact deseription, reference being
had to the accompanying drawings, forming
part of this specification. '

My invention relates to that class of shoes
known as ‘“dancing-clogs;” and it consists in
the combination, with such a shoe, of a cham-
bered or hollow heel-piece with abell or analo-
gous sounder and a striker mounted in the
chamber in the heel-piece and adapted to re-
main therein out of contact with each other
while the shoe is at rest or is deliberately
moved, as by the action of the foot of the
wearer in walking, and to come into contact,
and thus produce a resonant sound or note,
when the shoe is violently or abruptly moved,
as by the motion of the foot of the wearer in
stamping or danecing. :

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a side eleva-
tion of a dancing-clog containing my inven-
tion. Fig. 2 is a horizontal section of the
heel-piece of the same on theline za, Fig. 1;
and Iig. 3 is a vertical section of the heel-
piece on the line y ¥, Fig. 2.

‘Dancing-clogs, to which my invention par-
ticularly relates, are usually formed with a
sole A and heel-piece B, homogeneously fash-

-ioned out of a single piece of wood or similar

hard resonant material, as illustrated in the
drawings, and with the upper C attached
thereto by means of small nails or tacks, as
shown at ¢. It should, however, be under-
stood that I do not limit my invention to a
shoehaving thespecial construction of a danec-
ing-clog, as it may be employed in connec-
tion with ashoeor boot of usual and ordinary
form and structure. :

In carrying out my invention I combine
with the shoe a heel-piece B, which is cham-
bered, as at b, and within this chambered
heel-piece I mount a bell oranalogoussounder
0" and a striker?? which are adapted to main-
tain themselves in said chamber out of con-
tact with each other when the shoe is at rest
on its sole or is moved with comparative de-
liberation—as, for example, by the action of
the foot of the wearer in walking—and to

come into sudden and momentary contact,
thereby producing a resonant sound or note,
when the shoe is violently or abruptly moved
or shaken-—as, for example, by the action of
the wearer’s foot in stamping or dancing.
The bell and striker may be arranged in the
following manner,to operate as above set
forth: The bell may be fixed on a support 0?3,
seb in the bottom of the heel-piece, and the
striker may be composed of a head or ham-
mer b%, carried by a spring-arm b7, having a
flatwise action and reaching over the bell and
fixed at its seated end on a ledge or shoulder
0% on a vertical wall of the heel-chamber, as
by a pin or screw b’. While I find this ar-
rangement of the bell and striker preferable
for the performance of their functions, still
I do not limit myself thereto, as their posi-
tions in the chamber relatively to each other
may be reversed from those set forth or oth-
erwise altered without departure from the es-
sential features of the invention. Further-
more, a disk or bar capable of producing a
resonant sound or note when struck by the

_striker may be substituted for the bell shown

in the drawings without substantial varia-
tion from the said feature of the invention.

It is desirable to form apertures b® in the
walls of the heel-chamber, preferably in the
side walls, as shown, to enhance the audible-
ness of the sounds produced in the chamber
by the bell and striker.

Itis apparent that when the bell and striker
are arranged and fixed in the said heel-cham-
ber in the manner hereinbefore described and
as illustrated in the drawings the spring-arm
0% may be so tensioned as to keep the ham-
mer b* from eontact with the bell when the
shoe is at rest or is moved with deliberation—
as, for example, when the wearer is walking—
and to permit the hammer to strike the bell
a blow when the shoe is given a violent or
abrupt motion or a shock—as, for example,
when the wearer is stamping the foot or danc-
ing. The effect when the described devices
are combined and operated with a danecing-
clog is to produce a pleasant musical note of
considerable resonance with each tap of the
clog sole or heel upon the floor.

The chamber b in the heel may be closed at
its top by aleather plate b° to sustain the heel
of the wearer,
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What I claim as my invention, and desire
to secure by Letters Patent, is—

1. In ashoe, the combination with the sole,
of a chambered heel-piece and a bell or
sounder therein, together with a striker car-
ried by a spring-arm adapted to hold the
striker in normal position from contact with,
and to vibrate the same to, said bell or
sounder; whereby, when a movement of the
shoe, as in danecing, is abruptly begun or
stopped, the striker will be vibrated tostrike
a blow on the bell or sounder; substantially
as and for the purpose specified.

2. In a shoe, the combination with the sole,
of a chambered heel-piece provided with ap-
ertures in its walls, a bell or sounder in said
heel-piece, and a striker carried by a spring-
arm adapted to hold the striker in normal po-
sition from contact with, and fo vibrate the
same to, said bell or sounder; whereby, when
the striker is vibrated to the bell or sounder,
by a movement of the shoe, as in dancing, the
sound-vibrations thereby produced in the
heel may be freely communicated to the out-
side air. ,

3. In a shoe the combination with-the up-
per, of a sole and chambered heel-piece inte-
grally formed of a single piece of rigid mate-
rial, such as wood, a bell or sounder in said

heel-piece and a striker carried by a spring-
arm adapted to hold said striker in normal
position from contact with and to vibrate the
same toward said bell or sounder; substan-
tially as and for the purpose specified.

4, In ashoe, the combination with the sole,
of a chambered heel-piece, a bell or sounder
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mounted on the bottom thereof, a spring-arm .

fixed at one end in the chamber-wall and
reaching over said bell or sounder, and a
striker carried by said arm and thereby nor-
mally held from contact with and permitted
to vibrate to said bell or sounder; substan:
tially as and for the purpose specified.

5. A sole for a dancing=-shoe composed of a
single piece of wood or analogous material
and having integral with it a chambered heel-

_piece provided with lateral apertures in its

side walls, together with a bell supported on
the heel-chamber bottom, a striker carried
above the bell by a spring-arm seated to the
chamber-wall, and a plate closing the cham-
ber on the upper side of the heel-piece; sub-
stantially as and for the purpose specified.

JOHN AZZIMONTI

Witnesses:
ARDEN 8. FI1TCH,
C. W. BENJAMIN.
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