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My invention relates to improvements in foun 
tain pens. 
The primary object of the invention is to pro 

vide a fountain pen with simply constructed, 
inexpensive means operative" by a finger of: a 
hand grasping the pen to either house the pen 
point for protection purposes, or, expose Saidpen 
point for Writing purposes. 
Another object is to provide a fountain pen 

With means of the character and for the purpose 
above set forth which is operative by easy, light 
pressure on the pen clip. 
To the accomplishment of the above. and sub 

ordinate objects.appearing, a preferred embodi 
ment of my invention has been illustrated in the 
accompanying drawing, set forth in detail in the 
Succeeding description, and defined in the claims 
appended thereto. 

In said drawings: 
Figure 1 is a view in perspective illustrating the 

manner in Which the clip-forming bar, Outer and 
inner caps, and spreader member may be de 
tached as a unit from the pen barrel. , 

Figure 2 is a fragmentary view partly in longi 
tudinal section and partly inside elevation drawn 
to an enlarged Scale and illustrating the parts 
in normal position with the inner cap housing 
the pen point. . 

Figure 3 is a similar view with the parts in the 
rearward limit of movement thereof and the sec 
tions of the inner cap opened to expose the pen 
point. 

Figure 4 is a view in perspective of the parts 
disassembled. 

Figure 5 is a fragmentary view in plan drawn to 
a smaller Scale. 

Figure 6 is a fragmentary view in: transverse 
section drawn to a larger Scale and illustrating 
the manner in which the Sections of the inner 
cap are hinged. 

Referring to the drawing by numerals, accord 
ing to my invention a fountain pen is provided 
comprising a barrel having a slightly reduced, 
externally threaded, front end section. 2 fixed 
therein, in ... any suitable manner, With a cylin- i. 
drical, reduced neck 2 extending...forwardly, there 
from along the axis of the barrel, and in which 
the usual pen point 4 is suitably fixed, together 
with the usual ink feeder bar 5. 
An outer cap 6 having the form of a flat nosed 

bullet is threaded onto the front Section 2, and 
which is open at the front end 7 thereof, and 
extends forwardly of the neck 3, but with the 
pen point 4 and feed bar 5 extending out of Said 
front end thereof in the axis of the Same. 
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outer cap: 6' is provided in One side thereof. With 
a longitudinal slot 8 extending from the rear end 
of said cap to a central cross slot 9 in said cap 
into which the front end of the slot 8 opens, in 
the center thereof. An internal annular shoul 
der fois provided in the outer cap, 6 adjacent the 
rear. end thereof and spaced forwardly. of the 
section 2 for a purpose presently clear. 
An inner cap i? of 'forwardly tapering::form, 

With a rounded front end 2, is provided in the 
outer cap, 6 to be slid endwise forwardly, and 
rearwardly into and Out. Of the front end 7 of 
said cap.6, respectively... The inner cap f is 
split'lorigitudinally into a pair of half sections 
3, 4 adapted to mate side by side, in edge-to 
edge closed relation, and which are hinged at the 
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rear ends...thereof, and at confronting side edges 
on one sides of the cap, by pins : 5, to the front 
end of a rearwardly extending spring bar 6. The 
spring bar. f6 is provided with an out-turned, 
right-angled, rear-end formed With a reduced 
terminal 8 adapted to extend out of the outer 
cap 6; through the slots 8, 9 and to slidably fit 
in the slot 9. The rear end inwardly. Of the 
terminal 8 is wider than the slot 8 and designed 
to extend through the slot 9 and block sliding 
of the terminal 8 out of the slot 9 into the front 
end of said slot. 8, and is also designed to Snap 
behind the shoulder 0, all for a purpose presently 
Seel. 
A clip-forming bar if 9 is fixed, in any suitable 

manner, adjacent its front end, on the terminal 
8 at a right angle to said end 7 to extend along 

side the outer cap 6 and barrel. With its front 
end portion normally Spaced from the Outer cap 
6 by the spring bar 6. 
A tubular spreader member 29 surrounds the 

neck 3, within the outer cap: 6, with a rear, an 
nular flange 2 of right angled cross section 
clamped between the shoulder. and the front 
end section 2 of the barrell, and which fits part 
way into the inner cap With an Outer end, 
external, circumferential flange 22 flush "with the 
front end 7 of the outer cap 6. The spreader 
member 20 has a tapered front end portion: 23, 
and the inner cap if slides forwardly and rear 
Wardly on said portion 23 and on the flange. 22. 
In the rearward sliding movement of the inner 
cap , the sections 3, 4 thereof are spread 
apart by said portion 23 and the flange 22. This 
spreading apart or opening of the sections 3, 4 
occurs as the inner cap f is moved rearwardly 
from a normal forward position presently ex 
plained. 

Referring now to the use and operation of the 
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described invention, in the normal position of 
the parts, the clip-forming bar 9 is in a for 
ward position with the end of the spring bar 
6, and the terminal 8 thereof projecting 
through and out of the cross slot 9, and the in 
ner cap showed forwardly and projecting 
part way out of the front end T of the outer 
cap 6 with the sections f3, 8 wedged closed by 
said end and said cap member completely 
housing the pen point 4, all as shown in Figure 
2. In this position of the parts, the rear end 
T of the spring bar 6 extends across the front 
end of the slot 9 and prevents rearward move 
ment of the inner cap if so that said cap is 
locked in the described normal position there 
of in which the pen point 4 is completely housed. 
Now, by pressing the clip-forming bar 9, in 
wardly, in opposition to the spring bar 6, by 
means of a finger of a hand holding the pen, 
said end 7 may be moved from in front of the 
slot 8 to unlock the inner cap , after which 
the clip-forming bar 9 may be moved rear 
Wardly by said finger with the terminal 8 of 
the spring bar 6 sliding in the slot 8 into a nor 
mal limit of movement established by engage 
ment of said end of the spring bar 6 with 
the flange 2 of the spreader member 29. Thus, 
the inner cap may be slid rearwardly into a 
corresponding limit of rearward movement. In 
such rearward movement of the inner cap f i, the 
sections 3, 4 are spread open by the Spreader 
member 20 to expose the writing portion of the 
pen point, 4. In the rearward limit of movement 
of the clip-forming bar 9, and the Spring bar 6, 
the end of said bar 6 snaps behind the flange 
O and locks the parts in the rearward limit of 
movement thereof and with the sections f3, 4 
open and the pen point 4 exposed and extend 
ing forwardly of the front end 2 of said inner 
cap it. The clip-forming bar 9 may be used 
in the usual manner, as will be clear. As shown 
in Figure 1, by unscrewing the outer cap 6 from 
the section 2, the clip-forming bar 9, inner cap 
l, and spreader member 20 may be detached, 
as a unit therewith to permit the pen point, 4 
and front end of the barrel to be dipped in ink 
for filling of the barrel in the usual manner. 
The foregoing will, it is believed, Suffice to 

impart a clear understanding of my invention, 
without further explanation. 

Manifestly, the invention, as described, is sus 
ceptible of modification, without departing from 
the inventive concept, and right is herein re 
reserved to such modifications as fall within the 
scope of the appended claim.S. 
What I claim is: 
1. A fountain pen comprising a barrel, a re 

duced neck on the front end of the barrel, a 
pen point extending forwardly from said neck, 
an outer cap on the front end of the barrel en 
closing said neck and having an open front end 
out of which said pen point extends, a tubular 
spreader member in the outer cap, an inner cap 
slidable on said spreader forwardly and rear 
wardly therein, said inner cap comprising hinged 
together sections swingable into closed relation 
during forward movement of the inner cap to 
house said pen point, and being SWingable into 
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open position during rearward movement of said 
inner cap to expose said pen point, said spreader 
being tapered to swing said sections open dur 
ing rearward movement of the inner cap, said 
front end of the outer cap acting to swing said 
sections closed during forward movement of said 
inner cap, and manipulative means for moving 
Said inner cap, 

2. A fountain pen comprising a barrel, a re 
duced neck on the front end of the barrel, a pen 
point extending forwardly from said neck, an 
Outer cap on the front end of the barrel en 
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closing said neck and having an open front end 
out of which Said pen point extends, a tubular 
spreader member in the outer cap, an inner cap 
slidable on said spreader forwardly and rear 
Wardly therein, said inner cap comprising hinged 
together sections swingable into closed relation 
during forward movement of the inner cap to 
house said pen point, and being Swingable into 
open position during rearward movement of Said 
inner cap to expose Said pen point, said spreader 
being tapered to swing said sections open dur 
ing rearward movement of the inner cap, said 
front end of the outer cap acting to swing said 
sections closed during forward movement of said 
inner cap, and manipulative means for moving 
said inner cap comprising a bar endwise now 
able along said barrel and connected to said in 
ner Cap. 

3. A fountain pen comprising a barrel, a re 
duced neck on the front end of the barrel, a pen 
point extending forwardly from said neck, an 
outer cap on the front end of the barrel enclos 
ing said neck and having an open front end out 
of which said pen point extends, a tubular 
spreader member in the outer cap, an inner cap 
slidable on said spreader forwardly and rear 
wardly therein, said inner cap comprising hinged 
together sections swingable into closed relation 
during forward movement of the inner cap to 
house said pen point, and being Swingable into 
open position during rearward movement of said 
inner cap to expose said pen point, said Spreader 
being tapered to swing said sections Open dur 
ing rearward movement of the inner cap, said 
front end of the outer cap acting to Swing Said 
sections closed during forward movement of said 
inner cap, and manipulative means for moving 
said inner cap comprising a clip-forming bar 
endwise movable, said bar and outer cap enabody 
ing coacting devices for locking said bar against 
endwise movement. 

FRED YOSHIHARU KURIYAMA. 
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