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United States Patent Office 3,193,212 
Patented July 6, 1965 

3,9322 
HOLDER FOR isiN CLOTHESLINE 

Russel P. Lotta, 434 Post Ave., Rockford, ill. 
Fied Jan. 18, 1963, Ser. No. 253,026 

6 Claims. (C. 242-107) 
This is a continuation-in-part of my copending ap 

plication Serial No. 799,311, now abandoned. 
This invention relates to a clothesline holder for use 

in extending a line between two supports, such as op 
posing walls, and, more particularly, to the type of holder 
having a reel on which the line is wound when not in 
Se. 

The general object of the invention is to provide a 
fixture of the above character in which the reel is con 
structed and arranged in a novel manner so that it may 
be mounted permanently in place in a room such as a 
bathroom without detracting from the general appear 
ance of the room. 
A more detailed object is to arrange the reel for 

mounting behind one of the walls of the room where 
it is hidden from view and to construct the reel so that 
the line is rewound automatically when it is released 
from the opposite wall. 

Another object is to mount the reel in a novel manner 
which facilitates its mounting in the wall and removal 
from the wall for inspection and repair. 
A further object is to reduce the number of parts re 

quired for the reel assembly whereby the fixture is capable 
of being manufactured and assembled economically. 

Other objects and advantages of the invention will be 
come apparent from the following detailed description 
taken in connection with the accompanying drawings, 
in which 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of a clothesline holder 

embodying the novel features of the present invention 
with some parts shown in section. 

FIG. 2 is a sectional view on an enlarged scale taken 
along line 2-2 in FIG. 1. 

FIG. 3 is a sectional view taken along line 3-3 in 
FIG. 2. 
FIG. 4 is an exploded perspective view with some of 

the parts shown in phantom in their assembled portions. 
FIG. 5 is a view similar to a portion of FIG. 2 and 

showing a modified form of the invention. 
FIG. 6 is a cross-section taken along the line 6-5 

of FIG. 5. 
FIG. 7 is an exploded perspective view of the cover 

plate, reel supports, and spring housing. 
For purposes of illustration, the present invention is 

shown in the drawings embodied in a clothesline holder 
10 adapted for use in extending a clothesline 11 between 
two opposing walls 2 and 13. When not in use, the line 
is detached from one waii and wound on a reel 4 
mounted on the other wall. 
The reel on which the line is wound when not in use 

is constructed and arranged so as to be out of the way 
and not detract from the appearance or the utility of 
the area between the walls. For this purpose, the reel 
i4 is disposed within a cup-shaped housing 15 mounted 
in a recess formed in the wall 12. The housing is po 
sitioned in the recess with the open end 16 facing out 
wardly and with the outer edges disposed slightly behind 
the plane of the wall. The housing is mounted by means 
of a boss 17 cast on the rear side of the housing and 
having a face 18 parallel to the plane of the wall. 
Screws 9 are projected through the face i8 and threaded 
into a backing board 20 which may be secured to a stud 
20a of the wall. 
The opening in the wall is concealed by a cover plate 

21 mounted on the outer edges of the housing 15 so as 
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to lie flat against the wall. Screws 22 pass through holes 
provided in the cover plate and are threaded into ears 
22 formed integrally with the housing and extending 
laterally outwardly on either side thereof. In the present 
instance the dimensions of the cover plate 21 correspond 
to those of a conventional wall tile thus facilitating the 
use of the invention in a tiled room such as a bathroom, 
or the like, where the plate replaces one of the tiles 
as shown in FIG. 1. 

In the form shown in FGS. 1 through 4, the reel 14 
is cast in two parts 23 and 24 with the hub of the reel 
defined by two arcuate flanges 25 angularly spaced apart 
and projecting laterally from the central portion of the 
part 23 to abut against similar flanges 26 formed on the 
part 24. The two parts of the reel are joined and held 
in position by pins 27 and 28 which extend through bosses 
29 integral with the flanges 25 and 26. 

In accordance with one aspect of the invention, the 
reel assembly is supported entirely on the cover plate 
21 whereby the assembly is mountable as a unit and 
easily removable as a unit for inspection or repair. For 
this purpose, the reel is mounted on a shaft 30 spanning 
two laterally spaced supports 3i and 32 secured to the 
cover plate, the shaft being journaled on the supports 
to turn about an axis parallel to the wall 12. The sup 
port 3 includes a base portion 33, which is fastened to 
bosses 35 cast on the back of the face plate 21, and a 
leg 36 projecting rearwardly from the base portion to 
receive one end of the shaft. A similar base portion 
34 and an integral cup-shaped member 37 opening in 
wardly toward the reel 14 constitute the support 32 for 
the other end of the shaft. The shaft 30 projects through 
holes 318 and 32 in the supports 3 and 32 and is held 
in position by upsetting one end to form a head 38 
and by a clip 39 attached to the other end. A loop 40 
formed in the end of the line 1 encircles the shaft 30 
thus securing the line to the reel. 
The line is drawn off the reel 14 through a hole 

41 in the face plate 2 and is extended to the opposite 
wall 13 whereby it can be utilized as a clothesline. In 
order to rewind the line on the reel automatically, thereby 
permitting the reel to be placed in an out-of-the-way po 
sition such as the recess, a spring 42 is mounted to 
act between the reel 4 and the support 32 to urge the 
reel to rotate in a direction to rewind the line. To this 
end the cup-shaped support member 37 is formed with 
an outer annular flange 54 which cooperates with the 
adjacent side of the reel to define a housing in which a 
coiled spiral spring 42 is disposed (see FIG. 3). The in 
ner end 43 of the spring is attached to the pin 27 which 
extends through the hub of the reel thereby rotating with 
the reel, The outer end 44 (FIG. 4) of the spring pro 
jects through a slot 45 in the side wall of the circular 
housing and thus is held in a fixed position. As the line 
is drawn of the reel, the spiral spring is wound up by 
the rotation of the reel and exerts a force urging the reel 
to rotate in the other direction and rewind the line. 
To facilitate unwinding the line from the reel and to 

hold the line in an accessible position, the free end of 
the line is secured in a cylindrica plug 46 which projects 
into the hole 41 formed in the face plate 21. An en 
largement 47 formed on the end of the plug 46 abuts the 
face plate 2i to prevent the action of the spring from 
drawing the free end of the line into the recess. The 
free end projects into a hole drilled in the inner end of 
the plug and is held in position by a set screw 48 threaded 
into the side of the plug and abutting against the line. 
A ring 49 is pivotally attached to the enlargement 47 on 
the cylindrical plug 45 and hangs down against the face 
plate when not in use to provide a convenient means by 
which the line may be grasped to extend it to the op 
posite wall, 
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When the line is in the extended position for use as a 
clothesline, the ring 49 is received on a hook 50 mounted 
on the wall i3 opposite the reel thus holding the line in 
the extended position against the action of the spring. 
The hook 50 is mounted through the medium of a cup 
shaped mounting bracket 51 disposed within a recess 
formed in the wall 13. The bracket is mounted in a man 
ner similar to the reel housing with the open side facing 
outwardly and the outer edges positioned in the plane of 
the wall. 
A plate 52 having the same overall dimensions as the 

plate 21 on which the reel is mounted, covers the open 
ing and is mounted on the bracket 51 so as to lie flat 
against the wall. This plate is held in position on the 
bracket by any suitable means such as screws (not shown) 
which pass through the plate and are threaded into por 
tions of the bracket. The central portion of the plate 
52 is recessed and the hook 50 is mounted on the plate 
and disposed in the recess so that the hook is substan 
tially flush with the plane of the plate. The hook has 
a pin 53 projecting rearwardly toward the wall near the 
open end of the hook and the ring on the free end of 
the line is placed below the pin to reduce the possibility 
of accidental disengagement of the ring from the hook. 

In installing the clothesline fixture in a wall, the recess 
first is formed in the wall and the housing 15 is mounted 
in the recess. If plastering or other finishing work is 
required, the reel assembly is not inserted in the hous 
ing until after such work is finished thereby avoiding any 
possibility of fouling the bearing surfaces with plaster, 
sawdust or the like. When this work is completed, the 
cover plate 12 is fitted over the open end of the housing 
with the rest of the assembly secured to its inner side 
In proper operating condition, and the screws 22 are 
threaded into the ears 228 to complete the assembly. 

If, in Service use, it is necessary to repair the fixture, 
for example, by replacing the line 1 with a new line, 
the reel assembly is removed simply by removing the 
ScreWS 22 and pulling the entire assembly out of the hous 
sing 15. When the repairs have been completed, the as 
sembly is returned to the housing and remounted in the 
Simple manner used in the original installation. 

In the modified form shown in FIGS. 5 through 7, parts 
corresponding to the parts shown in FIGS. 1 through 4 
are indicated with corresponding primed reference num 
bers. While the cover plate 21 and the basic operation 
of the modified fixture are the same as in the other form, 
the modifications serve to reduce the cost of manufacture 
and assembly by simplifying the construction and reduc 
ing the number of parts required. 

In this instance, the supports 3 and 32, which are 
Secured to the inner side of the cover plate 21, are 
Composed of molded plastic and the spring housing 37 
is molded integrally with the support 32. 
the outer cylindrical flange 54 cooperates with the ad. 
jacent side of the reel 14 to define a housing for the 
Spring 42. In addition, a concentric inner flange 55 is 
formed on the reel to telescope with the shaft 39 and 
journal the latter on the support for rotation in a pastic 
bearing. 
To prevent rubbing of the side of the reel against the 

spring 42 or its housing, this inner flange 55 is made 
Somewhat longer than the length of the outer flange 54 
so that it abuts against the adjacent side of the reel and 
Spaces the latter away from the spring and its housing, 
holding the reel against a boss 57 molded around the 
hole 31 in the support 31'. Thus, the reel is rotatably 
Supported by plastic bearings 318, 322 and is firmly posi 
tioned axially on the shaft 30' and spaced from the Spring 
42. To brace the reel and associated parts against yield 
ing under pulls on the line, an abutment 57 formed on 
the inner side of the cover plate, extends inwardly in 
position to engage the outer flange 37 of the spring hous 
ing as shown most clearly in F.G. 6. 

With the foregoing arrangement, it will be seen that, 
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4. 
aside from Screws and other stock parts, the only major 
parts necessary for the fixture are the housing 5', the 
reel 4', and the two supports 3' and 32. All of these 
parts may be formed relatively inexpensively of molded 
plastic, the reel being one piece in this instance. 
From the foregoing, it will be seen that the present 

invention provides a clothesline holder that can be in 
stalled without danger of fouling the bearing surfaces 
with plaster and the like, is easily removable as a unit 
for inspection and repair, and is capable of being manu 
factured and installed economically because of its sim 
plicity of construction and assembly. At the same time, 
it provides a convenient clothesline which can be mount 
ed between any opposing walls without detracting from 
the appearance of the room. When not in use, one end 
of the line may be detached and the line is automatically 
reWound on the reel 4 which is concealed in the other 
wall whereby the only evidence of the device is two attrac 
tive face plates designed to blend with the wall. 

I claim as my invention: 
1. In a clothesline fixture adapted to be mounted in 

a recess in a wall, the combination of, a reel housing 
adapted to be mounted in said recess with an open end 
at the plane of said wall; and a reel assembly mounted 
on said housing and comprising a cover plate disposed 
over said open ends and having a hole therethrough, a 
pair of spaced supports composed of plastic and each 
Secured at one end to the inner side of said cover plate 
and projecting into said housing, a reel composed of 
plastic and disposed between the inner end portions of 
Said supports, the latter being formed with allined cylin 
drical holes in said inner end portions defining an axis 
generally parallel to said plane, a shaft journaled in said 
holes and supporting said reel on said supports for rota 
tion about said axis, a line wound on said reel with one 
end. Secured to the reel and with a free end projecting 
through said hole whereby the line may be unwound 
from the reel from the outside of the plate, a cup-shaped 
plastic spring housing formed integrally with one of said 
supports and including concentric inner and outer cylin 
drical flanges coaxial with said reel and having an open 
side opening toward and spaced from the adjacent side 
of the reel, said inner flange being longer than said outer 
flange to bear against said reel and space the latter from 
said outer flange, a flat spring spirally wrapped around 
Said inner flange in the plane of said outer fange and 
acting between the outer flange and the reel to rotate the 
latter in a direction to rewind said line, and means re 
leasably securing said cover plate to said reel housing 
whereby said reel assembly is removable as a unit from 
said housing. 

2. In a clothesline fixture, the combination of, a sup 
port, a reel journaled on said support for rotation about 
a predetermined axis, a cup-shaped spring housing on 
said support disposed adjacent and opening toward one 
side of said reel, said housing including inner and outer 
flanges concentric, with said reel and extending toward 
the reel, and said inner flange being composed of plastic 
and being substantially longer than said outer flange 
to space the latter away from said reel, and a flat spring 
spirally wound around said inner flange in the plane of 
said outer flange, said spring being secured at one end 
to said reel and at the other end to said outer flange 
to urge the reel to rotate in one direction. 

3. In a clothesline fixture adapted to be mounted in 
a recess in a wall, the combination of, a reel housing 
adapted to be mounted in said recess with an open end 
at the plane of said wall; and a reel assembly mounted 
on said housing and comprising a cover plate disposed 
Over said open end and having a hole therethrough, a 
pair of Spaced plastic supports each secured at one end 
to the inner side of said cover plate and projecting into 
said housing, a reel disposed between the inner end por 
tions of said supports and journaled thereon to rotate 
about an axis generally parallel to said plane, a line 
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wound on said ree with one end secured to the reel and 
with a free end projecting through said hole whereby 
the line may be unwound from the reel from the outside 
of the plate, a cup-shaped plastic spring housing formed 
integrally with one of said supports with an open side 
opening toward said reel and surrounded by an outer 
cylindrical flange concentric with the reel and spaced in 
wardly from said plate, a spring disposed in Said Spring 
housing and acting between the latter and said reel to 
rotate the latter in a direction to rewind Said line, an 
abutment formed on said plate and projecting inwardly 
therefrom in position to engage one side of said flange 
and brace the latter against pulls exerted on said line, 
and means releasably securing said cover plate to said 
reel housing whereby said reel assembly is removable as 
a unit from said housing. 

. In a clothesline fixture mountable in a recess in a 
wall, the combination of, a mounting member adapted 
to be secured to the wall within said recess and having 
an open end facing outwardly toward the plane of the 
wall, an apertured flat plate disposed across said open 
end and sized to cover the latter and said recess, secur 
ing means removably fastening said plate to said men 
ber, a reel disposed adjacent the inner side of said plate 
for rotation in a plane generally perpendicular to the 
plate, a line wound on said reel with one end secured 
to the reel and with a free end extending outwardly 
through said hole, a support secured at one end to the 
inner side of said piate and projecting inwardly from the 
plate along one side of said reel, the inner end portion 
of said support comprising a cup-shaped spring housing 
disposed alongside said reel, means rotatably mounting 
said reel on said spring housing whereby the reel is re 
movable from said recess as an incident to removal of 
said plate from said mounting member, and a fiat spirally 
wound spring disposed within said housing and acting 
between the latter and said reel to turn the reel in a 
direction to wind up said line. 

5. In a clothesline fixture mountable in a recess in a 
wall, the combination of, a mounting member adapted 
to be secured to the wall within said recess and having 
an open end facing outwardly, a flat plate disposed acroSS 
said open end and sized to cover the latter and said 
recess, said plate having a hole therethrough, means re 
movably securing said plate to said member, a support 
secured at one end to the inner side of said plate and 
projecting inwardly therefrom, a reel rotatably mounted 
on the inner end of said support for rotation within 
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said recess about an axis generally parallel to said plate 
and for removal from the recess as an incident to re 
moval of said plate from said mounting member, a line 
wound around said reel with one end secured to the 
reel and the free end extending through said hole, and 
a spring acting between said support and said reel in a 
direction to wind said line onto the reel. 

6. In a clothesline fixture adapted to be mounted in 
a recess in a wall, the combination of, a reel housing 
adapted to be mounted in said recess with an open 
end at the plane of said wall; and a reel assembly mount 
ed on said housing and comprising a cover plate dis 
posed over said open end and having a hole therethrough, 
a pair of spaced supports each secured at one end to the 
inner side of said cover plate and projecting into said 
housing, a reel disposed between the inner end portions 
of said supports and journaled thereon to rotate about an 
axis generally parallel to said plane, a line wound on 
said reel with one end secured to the reel and with a 
free end projecting through said hole whereby the line 
may be unwound from the reel from the outside of the 
plate, a cup-shaped spring housing formed integrally with 
one of said supports with an open side opening toward 
said reel, a spring disposed in said spring housing and 
acting between the latter and said reel to rotate the lat 
ter in a direction to rewind said line, said spring hous 
ing including concentric inner and outer flanges with said 
spring being disposed in the plane of said outer flange 
and said inner flange being longer than said outer flange 
to bear against the adjacent side of said reel and space 
the latter from the outer flange and said spring, and 
means releasably securing said cover plate to said reel 
housing whereby said reel assembly is removable as a 
unit from said reel housing. 
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