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To all whom i may concern:

Be it known that I, Arexaxper E. Brock,

a citizen of the United States; and a resident
of St. Louis, State of Missouri, have invent-:

ed certain new and useful Improvements in
Bunion-Protectors, of which the following is
a specification. o

My invention relates to improvements in.

bunion protectors and has for its object to
provide a- perforated pad  of adjustable
thickness, the adjustment of its thickness be-
ing such as to relieve the bunion and the
adjacent surface of the foot from pressure,
and to accommodate such distortion as may
be present in the large toe. -

In the drawings— . ’

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the in-
ner surface of a device embodying my inven-
tion, showing portions broken away.

Fig. 2 is a similar view, showing the de-
vice without the removable inserts which are
shown in Fig. 1, and with the inner protec-
tive lining removed.

Fig. 8 is a plan view of one of the inserts.

Fig. 4 is a longitudinal view of the device
in midsection, showing its application to the
foot of the wearer. : 3

As illustrated, I empioy the outer shield»

5 having the central perforation 6. Upon
the inner face of the shield 5 is superim-
posed the pair of flaps 7—7, arranged be-
fore and behind the perforation 6 as shown

~in Fig. 2. Superimposed upon the flaps
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7—T are smaller flaps 8—8 as shown in Fig,
2, the points of attachment of the flaps 8—8
to the flaps 7—T7 being indicated by the lines
of stitching 9—9, which are further re-
moved from the front and rear of the per-
foration 6 than are the lines of stitching
10—10 by which the flaps 7—7 are secured
to the outer shield 5.

The inner protective lining 11 is of the
form shown in Fig. 1, having a perforation
of the same size as, and registering with,
the perforation 6 in the shield 5, the lining
11 having one of its sides cut tangentially
from the perforation to its outer edge to
form the overlapping flaps 12—12 by means
of which said lining 11 is dished or con-
toured to approximately fit the foot at the
point of application for the treatment of
the bunion. ; :

Into the various spaces formed by the
outer shield -5, flaps 7 and 8 and inner lin-
ing 11 inserts 13, approximately of crescent
shape, as illustrated in Fig. 8, are placed,

~and Teld by ‘the pressire exist_ing.:Betweenf
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the foot and the shoe. The lines of stitch--
ing 9 and 10 serve to hold inserts 18 con:

‘tacting with them, at a fixed distance from.

the perforation 6, in the manner shown in

“section in Fig. 4..

The formation of the bunion is usually
accompanied by a distortion of the great toe,
and, the protector being seated in place with
the perforation 6 accommodating the apex
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of the bunion, as shown in Fig. 4, just so

many of the inserts 18 will be used in the
front portion of the protector as will per-
mit the great toe to lie in a comfortable po-
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sition with reference to the side of the shoe. - -

~ The location of ‘the insert 13, toward or

away from the perforation 6, will be made

solely with reference to the swelling or in-
flammation existing in the bunion and the

“contiguous flesh. Under conditions of ex-

cessive inflammation the protector may be
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used without any of the inserts 13 being

added, or seated in place; because the struc-

ture and location of the fiaps 7 and 8 is such-

as to contour the protector into a dish shape,
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of the least thickness-at its: center and -

around the edge of the perforation 6, and of
the greatest thickness front and back of the

lines of stitching 9—9. Upon the subsidence
~of the inflammation and swelling, one or.

more of the inserts 13 may. be employed,
front or back of the perforation 6, as may be
indicated by the condition of the foot and
the conformation of the shoe.

'The insert 13 is preferably constructed of
soft and yielding material, and it may be of

any thickness or outline best adapted to the-

condition of the foot and form of the shoe.
Cotton batting may be employed, and such
material may be thrust into position without
being previously cut or stamped into any
particular shape. So that the form' of the

insert illustrated in Fig. 8 is immaterial,

and by the term “insert” as used in-the

claim I mean to indicate any suitable filler:

to be used in the spaces between the shield
5 and flaps 7—7, or the spaces between the

flaps 7 and 8, or the spaces bétween the flaps

8—38 and lining 11; or into the space between
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the shield 5 and lining 11 when the flaps 7 h

and 8 are omitted from my structure.

The insert 13, as will be seen from. the

foregoing description, may be withdrawn or
replaced as desired whenever the conforma-
tion of the
thickness.

protector is to be varied as to
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Having thus described my invention, what distance from the perforation in the outer
T claim as new and desire to have secured to shield. - ‘
me by the grant of Letters Patent, is— Tn testimony whereof, I have signed my
In a bunion protector, in combination a name to this specification, in presence of two
5 centrally perforated outer 1§lhield; ‘a per- -subscribing witnesses. :
forated inner lining and a flap secured to - -
the innerface of thg shield andpbetWeen the ’ - ALEXANDER E. ‘BLOOK',
shield and the lining; and a filler adapted Witnesses: A
to be removably seated and held in place J. L. Hoprins,
10 between said flap and said shield, at a fixed N. E. BrocgMaN.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each,‘ by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents,
Washington, D. C.” : s



