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(57) ABSTRACT 

A method and apparatus for Screening access to personal 
contact information in an electronic or telephonic database 
composed of the querying party generating a query signal to 
obtain personal contact information which is received by a 
bridge website Server, the bridge website Server Sending a 
query notification signal to a listing party So as to inform him 
or her of the existence of a query for personal contact 
information and the identity of the querying party, the listing 
party generating a consent/no consent Signal Sent to the 
bridge website Server indicating which personal contact 
information is to be revealed to the querying party, and a 
personal contact information signal which brings the que 
rying party the personal contact information of the listing 
party that the listing party wanted to be made available. 
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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR SELECTIVELY 
RELEASING PERSONAL CONTACT 

INFORMATION STORED IN AN ELECTRONIC OR 
TELEPHONIC DATABASE 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

0001. Many people would like to list their e-mail 
addresses, residential addresses, and telephone numbers in 
directories located on the Internet So that their friends and 
colleagues may contact them. These directories include, by 
way of example, anywho.com, Switchboard.com, bigfoot 
.com, Yahoo! People Search at people.yahoo.com, and 
who where.com. The party listing their personal contact 
information will be known as the “listing party,’ and the 
party Seeking the contact information of the listing party will 
be called the "querying party.” 

0002 These web-based directories operate on a common 
principal-the querying party goes to the appropriate web 
Site and then enters the name of the person they are trying 
to Search (the listing party), and the Search engine finds the 
listing party's e-mail (or other contact information Such as 
residential address and telephone number) and displays it to 
the querying party. Some of these directories ask the que 
rying party for additional information apart from the name 
of the listing party, Such as the city and State of the listing 
party, or the domain name of the e-mail address of the listing 
party. The web-based directories Serve an important func 
tion. It is of great interest to the listing party to be found by 
desired contacts, friends and acquaintances. It also is of 
interest to the querying party that these directories be 
complete enough So the querying party can contact that long 
lost high School friend or college Study-mate. 

0.003 Being listed in a web-based directory is often as 
important if not more important than being listed in the 
phone book because it is a cost efficient mechanism for 
being contacted from afar. Most people do not have phone 
books for areas they do not live and long-distance directory 
information is expensive. Exacerbating the problem is the 
fact that many querying parties do not know the particular 
city or even State of the person they are looking for, making 
the ability to perform a nationwide or international Search 
that much more critical. In addition, of course, telephone 
directories provide only telephone numbers and do not have 
email addresses or other contact information. The Severe 
limits of telephone directories make on-line directories 
critical for those querying parties that would like to reach 
their long lost friends by e-mail or any means outside of a 
land telephone. When these web-based directories are 
incomplete, two people often Suffer: the people who want to 
be contacted and those who would like to make the contact. 

0004. Unfortunately, due to privacy consideration, many 
people refuse to list their personal contact information on 
databases that can be publicly accessed. These potential 
listing parties want to have their personal information made 
available to Some people, but not everyone. Like the perSon 
who keeps their telephone number unlisted in published 
telephone directories, these people refuse to have their 
e-mail made available to the general public for fear of being 
barraged by SPAM e-mails. (As used in this specification, 
the term "SPAM” refers to mass-mailed and unsolicited 
e-mails, usually (but not always) unwanted by the recipient.) 
They are also afraid to have their residential addresses be 
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made available for fear of obtaining junk mail, and their 
telephone numbers made available for fear of receiving 
unsolicited and undesired telephone calls from telemarket 
erS. Some people Simply do not want their whereabouts or 
contact information made known to certain specific other 
parties, for an infinite variety of reasons. Like many who 
refuse to be listed in telephone directories, many do So for 
personal Safety reasons. The problem with current web 
based directories is that they provide no gatekeeper feature. 
Personal contact information is made available to anybody 
whether or not the listing party wants to be contacted by the 
querying party. Once you are listed, everybody-good, bad, 
and indifferent-has access to the personal contact informa 
tion. 

0005 The problem of unwanted contact is heightened by 
heavy marketing activities of commercial interests Seeking 
to expand their customer bases. These techniques are com 
monly referred to as “mass marketing.” These efforts include 
mass paper mailings, telephone cold-calling, or SPAM. AS 
the cost of making a contact decreases, the percentage of 
efforts that needs to be successful to justify the cost of the 
marketing effort decreases. Even outside the Internet con 
text, depending on the campaign type cost, between one 
percent to five-percent of contacted parties need only 
respond to a marketing effort to justify the marketing 
expenses. AS the profit margin on a particular item increases, 
the Success rate of each attempted contact can decrease. 
What are colloquially referred to as “big ticket items” such 
as cars or travel can have Success rates even below one 
percent and still be effective. The only barrier to the number 
of contacts is the cost of each particular contact. AS the cost 
of each individual contact increases, targeting to a likely 
buyer must increase to make the marketing effort economi 
cally viable. Otherwise, the cost of the marketing campaign 
could Surpass the profits derived from it. Price, historically, 
has been a natural barrier to indiscriminate marketing 
efforts. AS the cost of these methods of communication 
declines and the required Success rate in turn declines, the 
prevalence of these campaigns increase. Cheaper marketing 
means more marketing. Advertisers have less incentive to 
limit their marketing efforts by targeting those most likely to 
buy a particular good or Service. Because each Solicitation is 
So inexpensive, advertisers can afford to be indiscriminate. 
0006 The problem is especially compounded on the 
Internet. Since Sending e-mail is practically free, Substan 
tially less than one percent of all contacted parties need 
respond to pay for the marketing expenses associated with 
Sending an e-mail. There is no need to target the marketing 
effort to groups that are more likely to be interested in a 
particular product or Service. Consequently, Spamming has 
become a widespread problem. People who place their 
e-mail information on public directories often find a plethora 
of unwanted e-mails cluttering their day, as they turn on their 
computers. Not only is this annoying, but it is a waste of 
time, and ultimately leads to lower productivity as workers 
Sort through e-mail that have nothing to do with their work. 
Since many people have a limited amount of memory and 
Space available for e-mail, Spam e-mail clutters limited 
amount of memory available for e-mail. 

0007. It is little wonder why people do not want to have 
their e-mail address listed so that they do not fall prey to 
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SPAM. The following is a quote from an article in “The 
Register” of Feb. 2, 2001 by Tim Richardson concerning the 
problem of Spam: 

0008 "Spam costs Net users a whopping E10 billion 
(S9.33 billion) a year, according to the European 
Commission. Commenting on the findings of a Euro 
pean study, Internal Market Commissioner Frits 
Bolkestein said: “The exponential growth of junk 
e-mail in recent years is a fact of life. Current 
technology allows a single cyber-marketing com 
pany to Send half a billion personalized ad mails via 
the World Wide Web every day. Consumer informa 
tion gleaned from individual Web transactions/con 
Sultations can be Sold for large Sums of money, and 
yet many individual Subscribers are unaware of the 
Scale and implications of these developments.” 

0009. The problem is not just limited to e-mail. Unsolic 
ited telephone calls are annoying and often come at inop 
portune times. Even mailed Solicitations take a certain 
amount of time to sort through before it can be identified and 
dismissed as junk. As a result, many people make their 
personal contact information unavailable to the public. In 
fact, most people do not have their e-mail listed in a 
directory. 

0010. Accordingly, most directories of personal contact 
information have enormous gaps in their coverage because 
listing parties are reluctant to list their personal information. 
Finding an e-mail address of most people is a near impos 
Sibility. As a result of these incomplete on-line directories, 
people who have lost contact with a particular individual are 
deprived of the most efficient and inexpensive means of 
locating them. Querying parties with whom the listing party 
would like to make contact have no way of making the 
contact Since the contact information is not made generally 
available in a directory. They cannot find their lost friend's 
e-mail, telephone number, address and other contact infor 
mation. Currently, a party with personal information that 
they are considering listing must make an ugly choice. Once 
choice is not publicly list their information, which of course 
prevents desirable querying parties (perhaps a long lost 
friend) from easily contacting them. The other choice is to 
publicly list their personal contact information So that they 
can be reached by those who the listing party would like to 
be contacted, but pay the price of a steady Stream of 
unwanted Solicitous contacts by any number of undesired 
individuals. The problem, as mentioned earlier, is most 
Severe for e-mail directories where there is virtually no cost 
asSociated with the contact effort. Thus, e-mail information 
is often kept under closer guard than other types of personal 
information, since it is the most likely to be abused. Ulti 
mately, the cheapest and most effective way of contacting an 
old friend or acquaintance-mail-is the most likely to be 
withheld by the listing party because it is most likely to be 
Subject to abuse. 

0.011 What is needed is a way to be contacted by people 
by whom one wants to be contacted, while not being 
contacted by people Sought to be avoided. What is needed is 
a way to allow listing parties to provide personal informa 
tion to querying parties with whom the listing party desires 
to be contacted, while at the Same time hiding the informa 
tion from querying parties whom the listing party does not 
want to communicate. What is needed is a way to be 
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contacted by that long-lost friend or that interesting fellow 
you met on an airplane trip and remember his name but lost 
his phone number, without being barraged by every peddler 
with a product or Service because everyone has access to 
your personal contact information. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

0012. The invention is a method and apparatus for people 
who would like to list their information in directories (the 
“listing party') to distribute their personal contact informa 
tion (such as their personal e-mail address, telephone num 
ber, pager number, and fax number) to only those people 
inquiring about their personal information (the “querying 
party”) by whom the listing party wants to be contacted. The 
method employs a bridge website as a directory for elec 
tronic mail addresses, telephone numbers, pager numbers, 
fax numbers, Street addresses, and any combination thereof. 
In the first embodiment of the invention, the listing party 
approves or denies a request for personal contact informa 
tion after the querying party who is seeking the personal 
contact information is identified. In a Second embodiment of 
the invention, the listing party may opt to agree to automatic 
personal information disclosure if the querying party pro 
vides personal information about themselves that conforms 
to certain pre-established parameters Set by the listing party. 
The preferred embodiment of the invention is performed on 
the Internet. It is foreseeable that the invention may be 
practiced without the use of the Internet. 
0013 The preferred embodiment of this invention is 
when both the listing party and the querying party use 
computers with modems to access the Internet, but this 
arrangement is not necessary in all embodiments. In the first 
embodiment of the invention, the querying party Sends a 
querying Signal indicating a request for the personal contact 
information of the listing party. After the listing party 
receives the request for information and responds, the que 
rying party receives a personal contact information signal, 
which contains the personal contact information of the 
listing party. The personal contact information signal only 
contains the personal contact information that the listing 
party wanted to be made available to the querying party. The 
listing party learns of the query by a query notification 
Signal. Upon learning of the query, the listing party then 
Sends a consent/no consent Signal indicating what, if any 
information shall be transmitted to the querying party. It is 
entirely conceivable that the querying party may generate 
the querying Signal, or may receive the personal contact 
information signal, using a telephonic peripheral (Such as a 
POTS telephone (Plain Old Telephone Service), cellular 
telephone, or digital phone, or Internet phone). It is entirely 
conceivable that the personal contact information Signal may 
be received by using a telephonic peripheral. Likewise, the 
listing party may receive the query notification Signal, or 
generate the consent/no consent Signal, using either a com 
puter or telephonic peripheral, and may send the consent/no 
consent Signal using a computer. 
0014. In the second embodiment of the invention, instead 
of the listing party actively Screening the request for per 
Sonal contact information, the listing party establishes 
parameters wherein to furnish information. The querying 
party is asked to fill out a questionnaire. Based upon the 
querying party's response to the questionnaire and its cor 
respondence to the established parameters, the personal 
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contact information of the listing party will be distributed in 
accordance with the desires of the listing party. The listing 
party first establishes parameters by Sending a parameter 
requirements signal in response to a parameters inquiry 
Signal generated by the apparatus. Having done So, the 
questionnaire is established. The querying party sends a 
querying Signal to ask for personal contact information of 
the listing party. The querying party is to then be sent a 
questionnaire and given information based upon the query 
ing party's responses. This is accomplished by Sending a 
questionnaire Signal to the querying party after the querying 
party Sent the querying Signal. The querying party then Sends 
a response to the questionnaire in the form of a questionnaire 
response Signal. Personal contact information of the listing 
party is then Sent the querying party by means of a personal 
contact information signal. The personal contact information 
contained in the personal contact information Signal Sent to 
the querying party is dictated by the query party's response 
to the questionnaire. It is entirely conceivable that the listing 
party may receive the parameter inquiry Signal or generate 
the parameter requirements signal using a telephonic periph 
eral instead of a computer, although computer is preferred. 
Likewise, it is entirely possible that the querying Signal may 
be generated by the querying part using a telephonic periph 
eral, the questionnaire Signal received by a telephonic 
peripheral, the questionnaire response Signal generated by 
use of a telephonic peripheral, or the personal contact 
information signal received by a telephonic peripheral. 
0.015. In most cases new listing parties would opt for the 

first embodiment where they choose to be notified and 
approve or disapprove information release on a case-by-case 
basis. Listing parties might then choose to experiment with 
the questionnaire method of the Second embodiment. Using 
the Second embodiment, they will establish Screening crite 
ria to which they will Screen querying parties. The listing 
party determines whether or not a querying party falls within 
the Screening criteria by examining his or her response to the 
questionnaire. AS time passes, the listing party will figure 
out which criteria work best. Put simply, the listing party 
will over time know which questions best Screen people 
trying to obtain his personal information. 
0016. As the listing party tweaks criteria and the criteria 
become increasingly fine-tuned, the listing party will reach 
a point where they seem to have established a good Screen 
ing criteria. Once optimal Screening criteria are established, 
they will receive very few or no inquiries from parties to 
who they do not wish to release at least Some contact 
information. At that point the listing party might feel Suffi 
ciently Secure to opt for the Second embodiment where 
contact information is released automatically if the response 
to the questionnaire falls into the criteria established for 
releasing information made by the listing party. 
0.017. Using this second embodiment of the invention, 
however, the listing party may well Still have released 
information to a querying party that he wished he did not, or, 
alternatively, may have failed to Send information to a 
querying party to whom he rather would have or to whom he 
would have rather Sent more complete information. In the 
event that information is given out to undesired listing 
parties, the listing party can resort to the Standard blacklist 
ing feature found on many related Software applications. 
Alternatively, in the event that information was not sent out 
that the listing party would have preferred was, the listing 
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party can Send out this information on his own initiative. By 
following this gradual progression from the first to the 
Second embodiment though, the listing party Stands a Strong 
chance of never releasing contact information to a com 
pletely foreign party. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

0018 FIG. 1(a) is a figure of the website-based personal 
contact information inquiry System. 
0019 FIG. 1(b) is a figure of the apparatus for storing the 
listing party's personal contact information wherein the 
querying Signal is Sent by the querying party's computer, the 
personal contact information signal is received by the que 
rying party's computer, the query notification Signal is 
received by the listing party's computer, and the consent/no 
consent signal is generated by the listing party's computer. 

0020 FIG. 2 is a figure of the website-based personal 
contact information inquiry Signal wherein the personal 
information is received by the querying party's telephonic 
peripheral, but the querying Signal is still sent by means of 
a computer, the query notification signal is received by the 
listing party's computer and the consent/no consent Signal is 
generated by the listing party's computer. 

0021 FIG. 3 is a figure of the website-based personal 
contact information inquiry Signal wherein the querying 
Signal is generated by a querying party's computer, the 
personal contact information signal is received by the que 
rying party's computer, the query notification signal is 
received by a telephonic peripheral of the listing party 
instead of a computer, but the consent/no consent Signal is 
Still Sent using a computer. 
0022 FIG. 4 is a figure of the website-based personal 
contact information inquiry Signal wherein the querying 
Signal is generated by the querying party's computer, the 
personal contact information signal is received by the que 
rying party's computer, the query notification Signal is 
received by the listing party using the listing party's com 
puter, and the listing party's telephonic peripheral generates 
the consent/no consent Signal in place of a computer. 
0023 FIG. 5 is a figure of the website-based personal 
contact information inquiry Signal wherein the querying 
Signal is generated by the querying party's computer, the 
personal contact information signal is received by the que 
rying party's computer, the query notification Signal is 
received by the listing party using a telephonic peripheral 
instead of a computer, and the listing party's telephonic 
peripheral also generates the consent/no consent Signal in 
place of a computer. 

0024 FIG. 6 is a figure of the website-based personal 
contact information inquiry Signal wherein the querying 
Signal is generated by the querying party's computer, the 
personal contact information signal is received by the que 
rying party's telephonic peripheral, the query notification 
Signal is received by the listing party's computer, and the 
listing party's telephonic peripheral generates the consent/ 
no consent Signal in place of a computer. 
0025 FIG. 7 is a figure of the website-based personal 
contact information inquiry Signal wherein the querying 
Signal is generated by the querying party's computer, the 
personal contact information signal is received by the que 
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rying party's telephonic peripheral, the query notification 
Signal is received by the listing party's telephonic periph 
eral, and the listing party's computer generates the consent/ 
no consent Signal. 

0.026 FIG. 8 is a figure of the website-based personal 
contact information inquiry Signal wherein the querying 
Signal is generated by the querying party's computer, the 
personal contact information Signal is received by the que 
rying party's telephonic peripheral, the query notification 
Signal is received by the listing party's telephonic periph 
eral, and the listing party's telephonic peripheral also gen 
erates the consent/no consent signal. 

0027 FIG. 9 is a figure of the website-based personal 
contact information inquiry Signal wherein the querying 
Signal is generated by the querying party's telephonic 
peripheral, the personal contact information signal is 
received by the querying party's computer, the query noti 
fication Signal is received by the listing party's computer, 
and the listing party's computer also generates the consent/ 
no consent Signal. 

0028 FIG. 10 is a figure of the website-based personal 
contact information inquiry Signal wherein the querying 
Signal is generated by the querying party's telephonic 
peripheral, the personal contact information signal is 
received by the querying party's computer, the query noti 
fication Signal is received by the listing party's computer, 
and the listing party's telephonic peripheral generates the 
consent/no consent Signal. 

0029 FIG. 11 is a figure of the website-based personal 
contact information inquiry Signal wherein the querying 
Signal is generated by the querying party's telephonic 
peripheral, the personal contact information signal is 
received by the querying party's computer, the query noti 
fication Signal is received by the listing party's telephonic 
peripheral, and the listing party's computer generates the 
consent/no consent Signal. 
0030 FIG. 12 is a figure of the website-based personal 
contact information inquiry Signal wherein the querying 
Signal is generated by the querying party's telephonic 
peripheral, the personal contact information signal is 
received by the querying party's computer, the query noti 
fication Signal is received by the listing party's telephonic 
peripheral, and the listing party's telephonic peripheral also 
generates the consent/no consent signal. 

0.031 FIG. 13 is a figure of the website-based personal 
contact information inquiry Signal wherein the querying 
Signal is generated by the querying party's telephonic 
peripheral, the personal contact information signal is 
received by the querying party's telephonic peripheral, the 
query notification signal is received by the listing party's 
computer, and the listing party's computer also generates the 
consent/no consent Signal. 

0.032 FIG. 14 is a figure of the website-based personal 
contact information inquiry Signal wherein the querying 
Signal is generated by the querying party's telephonic 
peripheral, the personal contact information signal is 
received by the querying party's telephonic peripheral, the 
query notification signal is received by the listing party's 
computer, and the listing party's telephonic peripheral gen 
erates the consent/no consent signal. 
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0033 FIG. 15 is a figure of the website-based personal 
contact information inquiry Signal wherein the querying 
Signal is generated by the querying party's telephonic 
peripheral, the personal contact information signal is 
received by the querying party's telephonic peripheral, the 
query notification signal is received by the listing party's 
telephonic peripheral, and the listing party's telephonic 
computer generates the consent/no consent Signal. 
0034 FIG. 16 is a figure of the website-based personal 
contact information inquiry Signal wherein the querying 
Signal is generated by the querying party's telephonic 
peripheral, the personal contact information signal is 
received by the querying party's telephonic peripheral, the 
query notification signal is received by the listing party's 
telephonic peripheral, and the listing party's telephonic 
peripheral also generates the consent/no consent Signal. 
0035 FIG. 17 shows the invention placed on the Public 
Telephone System and not on the Internet. 
0036 FIG. 18 is a second embodiment of the invention 
wherein personal contact information of the listing party is 
provided to the querying party if the querying party provides 
certain personal information that falls within parameters Set 
by the listing party. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS OF THE 

INVENTION 

0037. The invention herein described in the description 
and the diagrams is illustrative only of the preferred embodi 
ment of the invention. The claims or their equivalents should 
not be interpreted to be limited to the preferred embodiments 
of the invention herein described. 

0038 FIG. 1(a) 
0039. This invention, a 9 web-based personal contact 
information system, is shown in FIG. 1(a). It is comprised 
of a method and apparatus for connecting a 10 querying 
party to a 12 listing party without divulging the personal 
information of the 12 listing party unless Voluntarily 
revealed by the 12 listing party. FIG. 1(a) shows the most 
preferred embodiment of the invention. Both the 10 query 
ing party and the 12 listing party are using computers 
connected to the Internet. 

0040. The method and apparatus employs a 16 bridge 
website created by a 18 bridge website server which has a 17 
personal contact information directory database that Stores 
personal information. The 18 bridge website server is a 
server that is located on the 20 Internet. By “server” it is 
meant any computer, Sub-component of a computer, or 
group of computers, or any combination thereof, that pos 
SeSSes the capacity of maintaining a client/server environ 
ment on the Internet. Accordingly, the 18"bridge web-site 
Server” may be comprised of any computer, Sub-component 
of a computer, or group of computers, or any combination 
thereof, that is available on the Internet. 

0041) The 16 bridge website has a 42 URL (universal 
resource locator) which is entered by the 10 querying party. 
The 10 querying party uses the 40 web browser and 41 
modem of the 24 querying party's computer, using well 
known website acceSS methodologies. The 17 personal con 
tact information directory database Stores Such information 
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as the 26 e-mail addresses, 28 telephone numbers, 30 fax 
numbers, 32 pager numbers, and 34 Street addresses of the 
12 listing party, as well as additional information as deter 
mined appropriate by the 12 listing party. The mechanism 
for storing such information is detailed in FIG. 1(b), which 
is discussed infra. 

0042. In order to obtain the 12 listing party's personal 
contact information, the 10 querying party Sends a 22 
querying-signal from the 24 querying party's computer to 
the 18 bridge website. A "querying Signal' is defined as one 
or more Signals Sent in any Sequence or simultaneously that 
embodies both a request for the personal contact information 
of the 12 listing party and embodies a communication of 
information about the 10 querying party, regardless of 
whether the querying Signal is received in its original 
condition as Sent by the querying party or is otherwise 
transformed before it is received by the 18 bridge website 
server. In the preferred embodiment of the invention, the 22 
querying signal follows the TCP/Internet Protocol and the 
24 querying party's computer is a personal computer. The 10 
querying party uses a 40 web browser and 41 modem which 
is located on the 24 querying party's computer, and enters 
the 42 URL of the 16 bridge website located on the 18 bridge 
website server. By the term “modem,” it is meant any device 
that allows one computer to communicate with a remote 
computer, whether over telephone lines, a cable or a T1 line. 
The 18 bridge website server has a 43 registration facility 
which is defined as a device capable of receiving the 10 
querying party's personal information, storing it (at least 
temporarily but preferably permanently), and transmitting it 
to the 12 listing party. Web pages capable of receiving 
personal information (Such as name, address, telephone 
number, e-mail address or credit card) from the person 
Visiting the website are well known in the art and are 
commonplace. In many instances, the 43 registration facility 
of the 18 bridge website server will simply store the name 
of the 10 querying party, but other information may be 
Stored as well, Such as the querying party's telephone 
number, e-mail address, or other contact information So that 
the 12 listing party may contact them directly. The infor 
mation to be stored and made available to querying party is 
entirely up to the 12 listing party. 
0043. The 10 querying party also has the ability to control 
just what information will or will not be made available. But, 
as with any relationship in life, it will be up to the 12 listing 
party to decide whether Such information is Sufficient and 
whether to release his or her personal contact information. 
0044. After the 22 querying signal has been received by 
the 18 bridge website server and the information of the 10 
querying party is Stored in the 43 registration facility, a 44 
query notification Signal is sent to the 12 listing party. The 
44 query notification signal is comprised of one or more 
Signals Sent in any Sequence or simultaneously from the 18 
bridge website server to the listing party that embodies both 
a notification that there has been a request for the personal 
contact information of the 12 listing party and also embodies 
a communication of identifying information about the que 
rying party, regardless as to whether the 44 querying noti 
fication Signal is modified or altered along its path from the 
18 bridge website server to the 12 listing party. The 46 
consent/no consent Signal is comprised of one or more 
Signals Sent in any Sequence or simultaneously from the 12 
listing party to the 18 bridge website server that embodies an 
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instruction as to what personal information, if any, is to be 
Sent to the 10 querying party, regardless as to whether the 46 
consent/no consent Signal is modified or altered along its 
path from the 12 listing party to the 18 bridge website server. 
In one preferred embodiment, as shown in FIG. 1(a), the 44 
query notification Signal is Sent to the 13 listing party's 
computer in the form of e-mail, e-mail with a voice attach 
ment, or a real time Internet telephone call message. The 44 
query notification signal may contain a picture (usually of 
the 10 querying party) as a means of identification or a voice 
Sample. The 44 query notification Signal reveals the fact that 
Someone is trying to contact the 12 listing party and provides 
identifying personal information of the 10 querying party 
that was stored in the 43 registration facility of the 18 bridge 
website server. 

0045. After the 12 listing party receives the 44 query 
notification signal and has been appraised of the personal 
information of the 10 querying party, the 12 listing party 
may simply decide to contact the 10 querying party directly 
and make no further use of the 9 web-based personal contact 
information System. The 12 listing party may also simply 
elect to Send a message via the 46 consent/no consent Signal 
that there is no consent to disclosure of personal information 
and politely inform the 10 querying party that their request 
for the listing party's personal contact information is denied. 
Of course, the 12 listing party may simply decide to not 
respond to the query, wherein a 46 consent/no consent is not 
Sent. Through the passage of time, the 10 querying party will 
Simply learn that 12 listing party does not wish to release his 
or her personal information. This type of approach may be 
especially appropriate when the party Seeking the informa 
tion is simply an impersonal corporation attempting to 
compile a SPAM mailing list. 

0046 Alternatively, the 12 listing party may send a 46 
consent/no-consent Signal to the 18 bridge website Server. 
The 46 consent/no-consent signal directs the 18 bridge 
website server as to what information in the 17 personal 
contact information directory database is to be sent to the 10 
querying party, if any information is to be sent at all. 
According to what information is contained in the 46 
consent/no-consent Signal, the personal contact information 
of the listing party, Such as the 26 e-mail address, the 28 
telephone number, 30 fax number, 32 pager, or 34 street 
address (or any combination thereof) of the 12 listing party 
is Sent from the 17 personal contact information directory 
database of the 18 bridge website server to the 10 querying 
party in the form of a 50 personal contact information signal. 
The 50 personal contact information Signal contains the 
information from the 17 personal contact information direc 
tory that the 12 listing party wanted to make available to the 
10 querying party. 

0047. In the preferred embodiment of the invention, the 
50 personal contact information signal conforms to the 
TCP/IP protocol and is in the form of e-mail or e-mail with 
a voice attachment. In another embodiment of the invention, 
the personal contact information contained in the 50 per 
Sonal contact information Signal is in the form of analog 
telephone call to a pager with a Screen display, or is in the 
form of a voice telephone call using Voice/character recog 
nition technology, as shown in FIG. 2 which will be further 
explained infra. Once the 10 querying party has the personal 
contact information of the 12 listing party, a personal contact 
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has been made possible without having to make this per 
Sonal information publicly available without Screening. 

0.048. The 18 bridge website server has an attempt 
counter. An attempt counter is defined as any device capable 
of counting the number of attempts to obtain personal 
contact information. The 12 listing party may, but need not, 
program the 18 bridge website Server to Stop generating 44 
query notification signals for 24 querying party's that have 
altogether been denied personal contact information or who 
have not received the type of personal contact information 
requested. As seen in FIG. 1(b), the 12 listing party simply 
sends a 102 maximum attempts signal to the 18 bridge 
website Server. Once the 10 querying party exceeds the 
maximum number of permitted attempts at information, he 
or she will be “shutoff meaning that the 12 listing party will 
receive no more 44 query notification Signals concerning the 
shutoff 10 querying party. This prevents the 12 listing party 
from receiving repeated nettleSome attempts at information. 

0049 Variations 
0050 AS will be explained in some of the examples in the 
following figures the 22 querying Signal, telephonic periph 
erals over the telephone System may take the place of 
computers on the 10 Internet. The 22 querying Signal may be 
Sent by a telephonic peripheral by the 10 querying party, the 
50 personal contact information signal may be received by 
a telephonic peripheral of the 10 querying party, the 44 
query notification received by the 12 listing party may be 
received by a telephonic peripheral, and the 46 consent/no 
consent signal may be sent by a telephonic peripheral by a 
listing party. The term “telephonic peripheral,” as used in the 
Specifications and claims means any telephone end-user 
device-such as, but not limited to, a POTS telephone (Plain 
Old Telephone Service), cellular telephone, digital phones, 
faxes, pagers-that do not operate in the packet-Switching 
environment of the Internet, but are nonetheless intercon 
nected and make use of the public telephone System as a 
means of communication. A “telephonic peripheral” may 
nonetheless interact with the Internet environment, Such as 
a POTS telephone receiving an Internet telephone call. Thus, 
as to this specification, the universe of what exists on the 
public telephone lines is divided into either devices on the 
Internet (which are in a packet-Switching environment) and 
those that are not a part of the Internet, and form a part of 
the telephone System. An end-user device that is outside of 
the packet-Switching environment of the Internet, even if the 
information being received was transported over the Inter 
net, is a telephonic peripheral. The combination of tele 
phonic peripherals greatly enhances the Versatility of the 
System. 

0051. For instance, as in FIG. 8, the querying party 
(Sam) may request an e-mail address of a long friend (Tom). 
The System sends a 44 query notification Signal to the listing 
party's cellular telephone phone equipped with a Screen 
display (the 56 telephonic peripheral) prompting the 12 
listing party (Tom) that he has received a query for personal 
information and further providing identifying information 
about the caller. The message may say, (“Sam Smith from 
Springfield High School requests your personal information. 
Please hit 1 if you wish to provide him with your cellular 
telephone number by telephone.) Using his cellular phone, 
the 12 listing party sends a 46 consent/no consent signal (by 
hitting 1 on his cellular phone) to Send his telephone number. 
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The 18 bridge website server has a stored message which is 
Sent by means of a 50 personal contact information Signal 
(an Internet phone call or a phone call) that is sent to the 10 
querying party. The 10 querying party picks up the phone, 
hears a message "Tom can be reached at his cell phone at 
737-459-9293, records the number, and immediately calls 
Tom's cellular phone and reaches him on the golf course. Or, 
as in FIG. 5, while Tom is on the golf course, after receiving 
the phone call notifying him that Sam SeekS his personal 
contact information, may hear a message "Please hit 2 if you 
wish to e-mail Sam Smith your cellular telephone number.” 
Then, from the golf course, Tom hits 2, and the 18 bridge 
website Server Sends Sam an e-mail to Sam's computer 
containing his cellular telephone number. Having Tom's 
cellular number, Sam calls up his long lost friend Tom at the 
golf course. 
0052 The technology for taking information sent via 
telephonic devices to bridge Servers on the Internet are well 
known and widely available to the public. Commonly 
known examples are many websites that receive fax infor 
mation Sent over the telephone lines, or Services that provide 
Internet call-waiting while one is using the telephone line for 
Internet purposes. Likewise, taking information available on 
a bridge Server on the Internet and converting it So that it is 
received in the non-Internet environment is also well known, 
Such as the common Internet telephone. An Internet tele 
phone call is a telephone call from a computer equipped with 
Speakers and microphone over the Internet to a server 
located in the recipient's area, which is then converted into 
an analog telephone call So that the recipient receives a 
regular telephone call. The technology from going from the 
telephonic environment to the Internet and back again is 
well known. The ingeniousness of this invention is harneSS 
ing these technologies and creating a method creating a 
directory of personal contact information available to all, but 
wherein the listing party may be the gatekeeper. 

0053 FIG. 1(b) 
0054 FIG. 1(a) shows the most preferred embodiment of 
the invention. Both the 10 querying party and the 12 listing 
party are using computers connected to the Internet. FIG. 
1(b) shows how the 12 listing party uses their 13 computer 
equipped with a 52 web browser and 53 modem and which 
is connected to the Internet 20 to store the personal infor 
mation they want made available to others. Once the 16 
bridge website (which is generated by the 18 bridge website 
server) is accessed by the 12 listing party (by use of their 13 
computer), upon the 12 listing party's hitting an icon of the 
16 bridge website, the 18 bridge website server generates a 
58 database questionnaire signal which is sent to the 13 
computer of the 12 listing party. At that point, the 12 listing 
party will be prompted by the 58 database questionnaire 
Signal as to the particular information he would like to make 
available by the 18 Bridge Website Server. By means of the 
58 database questionnaire Signal, the 12 listing party will be 
asked their 26 e-mail address, 28 telephone number, 30 fax 
number, 32 pager number, and 34 Street address that they 
would like listed. In response to the 58 database inquiry 
Signal, the 12 listing party Supplies this information and it is 
Sent via a 60 personal information Storage Signal from the 13 
listing party's computer to the 18 bridge website Server, 
where it is stored (and thereby “listed”) in the 17 personal 
contact information directory database. The 12 listing party 
may also be asked to provide additional information as 
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determined appropriate by the 12 listing party. For instance, 
the 12 listing party may decide to make available the hours 
that they can be located at their residence, or they may 
decide to provide their busineSS telephone number, or the 
particular telephone number at which they can be located at 
during a certain period of time. They may even decide to 
leave messages. The type of personal information that may 
be left is endless. For that matter the listing party may opt 
to include a repository of miscellaneous information that is 
not necessarily contact information Such as credit card 
numbers and passwords. This miscellany could include any 
information at all that the listing party might have reason to 
Selectively share with another party. The personal contact 
information remains in the 17 personal contact information 
database until the 12 listing party directs it to be sent to the 
10 querying party (not shown in FIG. 1(b)). 
0055 FIG. 2 
0056 FIG. 2 shows another embodiment of the 9 web 
based personal contact information System. Note that it is 
essentially identical to FIG. 1(a) with the difference being 
in how the 10 querying party receives the personal contact 
information of the 12 listing party. Instead of the 50 personal 
contact information signal being received by the 24 querying 
party's computer as shown in FIG. 1(a), the 50 personal 
contact information signal (which contains the personal 
contact information of the listing party) is sent to a 54 
telephonic peripheral(s) of the querying party which may be 
a telephone, a telephone with a Screen display, a pager or any 
other telephonic device. Where the information is not dis 
played on a Screen, well-known character recognition Soft 
ware is utilized, which is capable of translating a word in 
electric format to voice. 

0057 FIG. 3 
0.058 FIG. 3 shows another embodiment of the 9 web 
based personal contact information system. FIG. 3 is iden 
tical to FIG. 1(a) with the exception that the 44 query 
notification signal (which notifies the listing party that 
Someone has inquired about their personal information) is 
received by a 56 telephonic peripheral of the listing party 
Such as a telephone, pager with Screen display, or telephone 
with Screen display, as opposed to the 13 listing party's 
computer as in FIG. 1. The 44 query notification signal is 
composed in whole or part of a telephone call simply 
informing the 12 listing party that there has been a query, or 
may read the information Stored in the registration facility 
using character recognition Software So as to apprise the 12 
listing party as to the nature or identity of the 10 querying 
party. The telephone call may either be to a POTS (plain old 
telephone Service) telephone, any form of wireless phone 
including digital, a pager, or any other peripheral device 
capable of receiving a continuous analog telephone signal. 
In the embodiment where the 44 query notification signal is 
in the form of a telephone, the telephone call would reveal 
the personal information of the 10 querying party. If the 
telephone call is to a telephone such as a POTS telephone, 
or other form of wireless phone, the 18 bridge website server 
would have character/voice recognition Software So that the 
personal information of the 10 querying party may be read 
to the 12 listing party. If the telephone call is to a pager with 
a Screen display, the personal information of the 10 querying 
party may be displayed on the Screen of the pager. Once 
notified, the 12 listing party uses his or her 13 computer and 
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Sends a 46 consent/no consent signal So as to dictate what, 
if any, of their personal information will be sent, as previ 
ously described in FIG. 1(a). 

0059) 
0060. In FIG. 4, the 22 query signal is sent by the 24 
querying party's computer, and the 50 personal contact 
information signal is received by the 24 querying party's 
computer. The 44 query notification signal is received by the 
13 listing party's computer. The consent/no consent Signal is 
Sent by the 56 listing party's telephonic peripheral 

0061 
0062. In FIG. 5, the 56 listing party's telephonic periph 
eral generates the 46 consent/no consent signal itself and 
receives the 44 query notification Signal. Thus, the 12 listing 
party may receive a 44 query notification signal to their 
cellular telephone with a Screen display that Serves as a 56 
telephonic peripheral, and then sends a 46 consent/no con 
sent signal in the form of a DTMF signal (Touch Tone TM) 
that is recognized by the 18 bridge website server. 

0063) 
0064 FIG. 6 is an embodiment where the 22 querying 
Signal is Sent using the 24 querying party's computer over 
the 10 Internet, the 50 personal contact information signal is 
received by the 54 querying party's telephonic peripheral, 
the 44 query notification signal is received by the 13 listing 
party's computer over the Internet 10, and the 46 consent/no 
consent Signal is Sent by the 56 listing party's telephonic 
peripheral. 

0065 FIG. 7 
0066 FIG. 7 is an embodiment where the 22 querying 
Signal is Sent using the 24 querying party's computer over 
the 10 Internet, the 50 personal contact information signal is 
received by the 54 querying party's telephonic peripheral, 
the 44 query notification signal is received by the 56 listing 
party's telephonic peripheral, and the 46 consent/no consent 
Signal is Sent by the 13 listing party's computer. 

0067 FIG. 8 
0068 FIG. 8 is an embodiment where the 22 querying 
Signal is Sent using the 24 querying party's computer over 
the 10 Internet, the 50 personal contact information signal is 
received by the 54 querying party's telephonic peripheral, 
the 44 query notification signal is received by the 56 listing 
party's telephonic peripheral, and the 46 consent/no consent 
Signal is Sent by the 56 listing party's telephonic peripheral. 

0069 

0070 FIG. 9 is substantially similar to FIG. 1(a), with 
the exception that the querying Signal is generated by the 54 
querying party's telephonic peripheral. In Such a format, 
Such as calling a 411 directory, the System may ask for the 
querying party's e-mail address using Voice recognition 
Software, and Send the personal contact information to the 24 
querying party's computer. The 50 personal contact infor 
mation signal is received by the 24 querying party's com 
puter. The 44 query notification signal is received by the 13 
listing party's computer, and the 46 consent/no consent 
Signal is generated by the 13 listing party's computer. 

FIG. 4 

FIG. 5 

FIG. 6 

FIG. 9 
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0071 FIG. 10 
0072 FIG. 10 is substantially similar to FIG. 9, except 
that the 46 consent/no consent Signal is generated by the 56 
listing party's telephonic peripheral. The querying Signal is 
generated by the 54 querying party's telephonic peripheral. 
The 50 personal contact information signal is received by 
the 24 querying party's computer. The 44 query notification 
Signal is received by the 13 listing party's computer. Thus, 
the Signals being generated by the 10 querying party and the 
12 listing party are generated by telephonic peripherals, 
whereas the information received is done So by a computer 
over the 10 Internet. 

0073 FIG. 11 
0.074. In FIG. 11, the 22 querying signal is generated by 
the 54 querying party's telephonic peripheral. The 50 per 
Sonal contact information Signal is received by the 24 
querying party's computer. The 44 query notification Signal 
is received by the 56 listing party's telephonic peripheral. 
The 46 consent/no consent Signal is generated by the 13 
listing party's computer. 

0075 FIG. 12 
0.076. In FIG. 12, the 22 querying signal is generated by 
the 54 querying party's telephonic peripheral. The 50 per 
Sonal contact information Signal is received by the 24 
querying party's computer. The 44 query notification Signal 
is received by the 56 listing party's telephonic peripheral. 
The 46 consent/no consent signal is generated by the 56 
listing party's telephonic peripheral. 

0.077 FIG. 13 
0078. In FIG. 13, the 22 querying signal is generated by 
the 54 querying party's telephonic peripheral. The 50 per 
Sonal contact information Signal is received by the 54 
querying party's telephonic peripheral. The 44 query noti 
fication signal is received by the 13 listing party's computer. 
The 46 consent/no consent Signal is generated by the 13 
listing party's computer. 

007.9 FIG. 14 
0080. In FIG. 14, the 22 querying signal is generated by 
the 54 querying party's telephonic peripheral. The 50 per 
Sonal contact information Signal is received by the 54 
querying party's telephonic peripheral. The 44 query noti 
fication signal is received by the 13 listing party's computer. 
The 46 consent/no consent signal is generated by the 56 
listing party's telephonic peripheral. 

0081 FIG. 15 
0082 In FIG. 15, the 22 querying signal is generated by 
the 54 querying party's telephonic peripheral. The 50 per 
Sonal contact information Signal is received by the 54 
querying party's telephonic peripheral. The 44 query noti 
fication signal is received by the 56 listing party's telephonic 
peripheral. The 46 consent/no consent signal is generated by 
the 13 listing party's computer. 

0083 FIG. 16 
0084. In FIG. 16, the 22 querying signal is generated by 
the 54 querying party's telephonic peripheral. The 50 per 
Sonal contact information Signal is received by the 54 
querying party's telephonic peripheral. The 44 query noti 
fication signal is received by the 56 listing party's telephonic 
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peripheral. The 46 consent/no consent signal is generated by 
the 56 listing party's telephonic peripheral. 

0085 FIG. 17 
0.086 FIG. 17 shows the invention not on the Internet. 
Neither the 22 querying Signal, the 50 personal contact 
information Signal, the 44 query notification signal, or the 46 
consent/no consent Signal is transmitted over the 10 Internet. 
The 18 bridge website server located on the Internet in the 
previous figures may be replaced by a 104 Server located on 
the telephone System. Information could be sent by means of 
Voice, Voice coupled with Voice to character recognition, 
Screen displays, character to Voice recognition, or a simply 
characters. Character to voice and Voice to character recog 
nition technology is well known and can easily be imple 
mented. 

0087 FIG. 18 
0088. In another embodiment of the invention as shown 
in FIG. 4, it is not necessary to contact the 12 listing party 
directly after the 10 querying party queries for the personal 
information of the 12 listing party. Instead, the 10 querying 
party is given or denied access to the personal information 
depending on answers to questions (or a single question) 
posited to him or her by the 18 bridge website server. The 10 
querying party is asked for personal information that was 
determined important by the 12 listing party. If the personal 
information provided by the 10 querying party falls within 
certain parameters established by the 12 listing party in 
advance, the 18 bridge website server provides the 10 
querying party with pre-Specified information contained 
within the 17 personal contact information data base. This 
information is limited to what the 12 listing party intended 
the 10 querying party to have, based upon their response to 
a 72 questionnaire stored on the 18 the bridge website server. 
The 72 questionnaire is comprised of one or more questions. 
This embodiment completely disallows unapproved contact 
from the querying party. 

0089 For instance, the 12 listing party may allow all 10 
querying parties that went to the same high School access to 
their phone number, e-mail, and Street address, but only 
provide to people who went to the same college their phone 
number. The combinations of personal information to be 
provided to the 10 querying party are virtually endless. The 
12 listing party also has the option of Sending various 
messages in conjunction with or to the exclusion of provid 
ing personal contact information. Such a message may be “I 
will be contacting you later” or “I will be at Steve's house 
from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.” 
0090. To set up the system, a 62 parameter inquiry signal 
is sent from the 18 bridge website server to the 13 listing 
party's computer asking the 12 listing party as to what 
parameters are required to release certain personal contact 
information Stored in the 17 personal contact information 
database to the 10 querying party. The parameter inquiry 
Signal 62 is generated after the 12 listing party enters the 42 
URL of the 18 bridge website server, accesses the 16 bridge 
website generated by the 18 bridge website server, and hits 
an icon (not shown) which is to be hit when the 12 listing 
party would like to Set up the parameters for releasing his 
personal information. After hitting the icon, the 18 bridge 
website Server Sends the parameter inquiry Signal, which 
will appear as a questionnaire on the Screen of the 13 listing 
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party's computer. The technology for providing an on-line 
questionnaire is well known in the art. The 12 listing party 
will indicate which personal contact information Stored in 
the 17 personal contact information database is to made 
available to the 10 querying party based upon the querying 
party's response to the 72 questionnaire. 
0.091 The 12 listing party sends a 64 parameter require 
ments signal to the 18 bridge website server using their 13 
computer equipped with a 52 Web browser and a 53 modem. 
The 64 parameter requirements signal establishes the param 
eters wherein certain, if any, personal information contained 
in the 17 personal contact information directory database 
will be sent to the 10 querying party. The 64 parameter 
requirements signal generated by the 12 listing party may be 
comprised of one or more signals Sent in any Sequence or 
simultaneously to the 18 bridge website server that embod 
ies the established parameters wherein certain, if any, per 
Sonal contact information contained in the 17 personal 
contact information directory database of the 18 bridge 
website Server will be sent to the 24 querying party, regard 
leSS as to whether the 64 parameter requirements signal is 
modified or altered along its path to the 18 bridge website 
Server from the listing party. 
0092. The 12 listing party establishes parameters for 
being contacted, Such as name, age, demographic profile, 
address (be it street address, Zip code, or geographical area), 
educational history, present School, employment, employ 
ment history, club memberships, interest, religion, parish 
affiliations, gender, family relations, passwords, physical 
appearance characteristics, or any Systematic weighted com 
bination thereof. In the preferred embodiment, these criteria 
are stored in electronic format on the 18 bridge website 
Server in a 70 contact parameters database, which Stores the 
parameters established by the 12 listing party for releasing 
personal information Stored in the 17 personal contact 
information directory database. 
0093. After the system is set up, when the 10 querying 
party wants to obtain the personal information of the 12 
listing party, as before, they access the 18 bridge website 
Server using a 24 computer equipped with a 40 web browser 
and 41 modem. The 10 querying party enters the 42 URL of 
the 16 bridge website into the 40 web browser software to 
access the 16 bridge website. Unlike Sending a 22 querying 
Signal that embodies both a request for personal contact 
information of the listing party and identifying information 
of the 10 querying party, a 90 request for information signal 
is sent. The 90 request for information signal, unlike the 22 
querying Signal in the previous embodiment, may consist 
Solely of a request for the personal information of the 12 
listing party. The information about the 10 querying party 
will be procured by means of a questionnaire. Instead of 12 
listing party Sending a consent/no consent Signal after 
reviewing the identity of the listing party, just what infor 
mation will be sent to the 10 querying party will be deter 
mined automatically by the querying party's response to the 
72 questionnaire, and further involvement by the 12 listing 
party is not necessary. The 90 request for information signal 
is comprised of one or more signals Sent in any Sequence or 
Simultaneously from the querying party that embodies a 
request for the personal contact information of the listing 
party, regardless as to whether the querying Signal is modi 
fied or altered along its path from the querying party to the 
bridge website server 
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0094) Unlike the other embodiment shown in FIG. 1 
wherein the 12 listing party is contacted after the 10 que 
rying party requests the 12 listing party's personal contact 
information, a 72 questionnaire for the querying party is 
generated by the 18 bridge website server. This obviates the 
necessity for any further involvement by the 12 listing party, 
though a courtesy 44 query notification signal (not show in 
FIG. 4, but shown in FIG. 1) may be sent to the 12 listing 
party So that he or she can monitor requests for personal 
information. The 72 questionnaire for the querying party is 
Sent via a 66 questionnaire Signal for the querying party, 
which is Sent to the 24 querying party's computer from the 
18 bridge website server. The 18 bridge website server stores 
the 72 questionnaire, ready for 90 request for information 
Signal Sent by a 10 querying party. The 66 questionnaire 
Signal for the query party is comprised of one or more 
Signals Sent in any Sequence or Simultaneously from the 
bridge website server to the 10 querying party that embodies 
a questionnaire for the 20 querying party, regardless as to 
whether the 66 questionnaire Signal for the querying party is 
modified or altered along its path to the 24 querying party. 
0095 Once the 10 querying party receives the 72 ques 
tionnaire that was sent in the form of a 66 questionnaire 
Signal, the 10 querying party electronically replies to the 
questionnaire, answerS Some or all of its questions, and 
generate a 68 questionnaire response Signal which is trans 
mitted to the 18 bridge website server. When the 18 bridge 
website Server receives the 68 questionnaire response Signal 
from the querying party it compares the information pro 
vided by the responses to the 72 questionnaire to the 
parameters for releasing personal contact information Stored 
in the 70 contact parameters database. Based on the param 
eters (or lack of parameters) provided by the 10 querying 
party in the form of a 68 questionnaire response signal, the 
18 bridge website server then either (1) generates a 50 
personal contact information Signal to the querying party 
which provides them with the personal information and/or 
messages the 12 listing party determined was appropriate 
based on the parameters (or lack of parameters) received, or 
(2) provides no further information in response to the 
parameters (or lack of parameters) received, or (3) generates 
a Second 66 questionnaire Signal for the querying party 
asking for additional information, whereupon the 10 query 
ing party generates a Second 68 questionnaire response 
signal which is again received by the 18 bridge website 
Server, and the process of the comparison of the contact 
parameters within the 70 contact parameters database begins 
again and responds in the way just described. 
0096. The 12 listing party may establish any number of 
responses based upon the information provided by the 10 
querying party. Based upon the information provided by the 
10 querying party which is in the form of response to a 
questionnaire: 

0097 (1) the 12 listing party may approve compete 
disclosure of their personal contact information as 
Stored in the 17 personal contact information direc 
tory database of the 18 bridge website server; 

0098 (2) the 12 listing party may specify a partial 
disclosure of their contact information; 

0099 (3) the 12 listing party may deny any disclo 
sure but notify the 10 querying party that they will 
contact the 10 querying party directly; 
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0100 (4) the 12 listing party may deny any disclo 
Sure of personal information and request that the 18 
bridge website Server Solicit more complete identi 
fication information from the 10 querying party by 
Sending another 66 questionnaire Signal for the que 
rying party which will prompt the 10 querying party 
for more information; 

0101 (5) the 12 listing party may deny any disclo 
Sure but Send a message to the 10 querying party; 

0102 (6) the 12 listing party may deny any disclo 
Sure and not respond in any way to the 10 querying 
party; Or, 

0103 (7) if the 9 web-based personal contact infor 
mation System is also equipped with a 44 query 
notification signal as shown in FIG. 1(a), the 12 
listing party may arrange that the 18 web bridge 
server not forward any further 44 query notification 
Signals from that Same 10 querying party ever or for 
a specified time period. 

0104. The 9 web-based personal contact information sys 
tem allows the listing party to manually Screens unwanted 
commercial Solicitations while permitting Selective address 
disclosure to desired busineSS and personal contacts. Alter 
natively, the 12 listing party may opt to agree to automatic 
address disclosure if the 10 querying party knows a prede 
termined specific piece or pieces of personal information 
about them. 

0105. A 44 query notification signal as shown in FIG. 
1(a) (and not shown in FIG. 18) may be added as a 
Supplemental feature So that the 12 listing party may be 
informed of the identity of the 10 querying party that is 
trying to obtain their personal contact information. The 44 
query notification signal may also simply notify the 12 
listing party that there has been an attempt to obtain his or 
her personal contact information. 
01.06 The Claims 
0107. In the following claims “the listing party' and “the 
querying party are not claimed as elements of the claims. 
Rather they are included as limitations of Signals to indicate 
the Source of generation or the termination point of any 
given Signal. It is the Signal being generated or received, and 
not the listing or querying party generating or receiving the 
Signal that is claimed. Likewise, the "listing party's com 
puter or the "querying party's computer' is not being 
claimed in any of the following claims. It is the Signal Sent 
to or received by the listing party's computer or the querying 
party's computer that is claimed, not the computers them 
Selves. AS to claims that recited a signal being received by 
a given computer, a Signal that is not received by Said given 
component falls outside the Scope of the claim. The com 
puter itself however does not form an element of the claim. 
Rather, receipt or generation of the Signal by a computer is 
meant to be a limitation on the element of that particular 
Signal. In claims where Signals are received or generated by 
computers having web browsers and modems, it is only the 
Signal the Signal that is claimed, and not the computer 
having a web browser and modem. 
0108 Thus, as to a “querying signal generated by a 
querying party,’ it is the querying Signal itself and not the 
querying party that is claimed. The "querying party' is 
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recited to indicate the Source of the Signal. The limitation 
"generated by a querying party' Serves to Show that the 
element of a “querying Signal” is limited to those querying 
Signals that are in Some way generated by a querying party. 
A “querying Signal” not in Some way generated by a 
querying party would fall outside the Scope of the claim. 
0109) Also, as to the term “a query notification signal that 
notifies the listing party,’” the query notification is claimed 
but not the listing party. The "listing party' is present in the 
claim language to State where the query notification Signal is 
directed. The limitation of “that notifies the listing party' is 
included to show that only those query notification signals 
capable of notifying the listing party fall within the Scope of 
the claim language. However, the "listing party' is not 
claimed as an element itself. 

0110. Likewise, as to “a personal contact information 
Signal generated by the bridge website Server Sent to the 
querying party,’” the “personal contact information Signal 
generated by the bridge website' is claimed, not the query 
ing party. However, “a personal contact information Signal 
generated by the bridge website server” that is not somehow 
directly or indirectly Sent to the querying party would not 
fall within the scope of the claims. 
0111 Likewise, as to the “consent/no consent signal from 
the listing party' the purpose of the recitation of the "listing 
party' is to indicate the Source of the consent/no consent 
Signal, not to claim the listing party themselves. 
0112 Likewise, when it is said that “the querying signal 
is generated by a querying party's computer' it is meant that 
the Source of the querying Signal is the querying party's 
computer, and querying Signal from the querying party's 
computer is claimed, not the querying party's computer 
itself. In other words, while the Signal is limited to signals 
from a particular Source (the querying party's computer), it 
is the Signal from a particular Source that is claimed, not the 
Source itself. (This is analogous to saying that water from the 
Jordon River must be used, but that the Jordon River is not 
itself claimed.) When it is said “the querying Signal is 
generated by the querying party's telephonic peripheral,” the 
querying party's telephonic peripheral itself is not claimed. 
However, the querying Signal must come from the querying 
party's telephonic peripheral to fall with the Scope of the 
claims. Similarly, Statements that the consent/no consent 
Signal are generated by a computer of the listing party, or 
that the consent/no consent Signal is generated by a tele 
phonic peripheral of the listing party, is not to claim the 
computer or the telephonic peripheral itself. 

0113. The same goes to statements as to destination. 
When it is Said that “the personal contact information signal 
is received by the querying party's computer, the querying 
party's computer only indicates the destination of the Signal, 
and is not claimed itself. Thus, personal contact information 
Signal that are not to be received by the querying party 
would fall outside the literal scope of the claim. However, 
the querying party's computer is never claimed. Likewise, 
when it is Said “the personal contact information signal is 
received by the querying party's telephonic peripheral,” the 
telephonic peripheral is not claimed per se, rather, it only 
Serves to indicate the destination of the personal contact 
information signal. (This is analogous to saying that a river 
must be used that flows into the Mississippi River. While the 
Mississippi River limits the number of rivers that may be 
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used-only rivers that flow in the Mississippi may be 
used—the Mississippi itself is not claimed.) Thus, language 
in the claims that “the query notification Signal is received 
by the listing party's telephonic peripheral” or that “the 
query notification signal is received by the listing party's 
computer only Serve to show the destination of the query 
notification Signal-the listing party's computer or the listing 
party's telephonic peripheral are not being claimed. 
0114. The term “computer' used in the claims means any 
electrical or electronic device or combination of electrical or 
electronic devices that receives, processes, and presents 
data. 

0115 The term “identifying picture of the querying 
party' as used in the claims refers to the picture of the 
querying party, and not the querying party him/herself. 
0116. The term “telephonic peripheral,” as used in the 
claims means any analog or digital telephone end-user 
device-such as, but not limited to, a POTS telephone (Plain 
Old Telephone Service), cellular telephone, digital phones, 
faxes, pagers-that do not operate in the packet-Switching 
environment of the Internet, but are nonetheless intercon 
nected and make use of the public telephone System as a 
means of communication. A “telephonic peripheral” may 
nonetheless interact with the Internet environment, Such as 
a POTS telephone receiving an Internet telephone call. 
0117 The term “comprising” in the following claims 
means to be made up of the recited elements and limitations 
and is intended to read-on devices or methods that contain 
all the elements and limitations, regardless as to whether the 
device or method contains additional elements or limitations 
not specifically claimed. Except for claims 129 and 130, 
none of the following claims invokes paragraph 6 of 35 
U.S.C. S112 So as to be interpreted as being in means-plus 
function or Step-plus-function format. Any preamble that 
does not contain the word “improvement” is not intended to 
be in Jepson format and does not form a limitation of the 
claim itself. 

0118 Preambles containing the word “improvement” are 
intended to be Jepson claims and the language of the 
preamble forms part of the claims. AS to "An improved 
method of Screening an electronic or telephonic database of 
personal contact information of a listing party, the improve 
ment comprising,” the personal contact information of the 
listing party forms the limitations of the claim, not the listing 
party him/herself. The listing party is not being claimed, just 
his or her personal contact information in an electronic or 
telephonic database. 

I claim: 
1. A web-based personal contact information System 

comprising: 

a bridge website Server located on the Internet, Said bridge 
website Server comprising any computer, Sub-compo 
nent of a computer, or group of computers, or any 
combination thereof, that possesses the capacity of 
maintaining a client/server environment on the Inter 
net, 

Said bridge website Server having a personal contact 
information directory database that is capable of Storing 
personal contact information of a listing party; 

Oct. 17, 2002 

Said bridge website Server receiving a querying Signal 
generated by a querying party; Said querying Signal 
comprising one or more signals Sent in any Sequence or 
Simultaneously from the querying party that embodies 
both a request for the personal contact information of 
the listing party and also embodies a communication of 
identifying information about the querying party, 
regardless as to whether the querying Signal is modified 
or altered along its path from the querying party to the 
bridge website Server, 

Said bridge website Server having a registration facility; 
Said registration facility comprising a device capable of 
receiving the querying party's personal contact infor 
mation embodied in the querying Signal, Storing the 
querying party's personal contact information, and 
transmitting it to the listing party; 

Said bridge website Server generating a query notification 
Signal that notifies the listing party that there has been 
a query for the personal contact information of the 
listing party; Said query notification Signal notifying the 
listing party of the communication of identifying infor 
mation of the listing party; Said query notification 
Signal comprising one or more signals Sent in any 
Sequence or simultaneously to the listing party that 
embodies both a request for the personal contact infor 
mation of the listing party and also embodies a com 
munication of identifying information about the que 
rying party, regardless as to whether the querying 
notification signal is modified or altered along its path 
from the bridge website Server to the listing party. 

2. The web-based personal contact information System of 
claim 1 further comprising Said bridge website Server receiv 
ing a consent/no consent signal from the listing party; Said 
consent/no consent Signal directing the bridge website Server 
as to what, if any, information Stored in the personal contact 
information directory database is to be sent to the querying 
party; Said consent/no consent Signal comprising one or 
more signals Sent in any Sequence or Simultaneously from 
the listing party to the bridge website Server that embodies 
an instruction as to what personal contact information, if 
any, is to be sent to the querying party, regardleSS as to 
whether the consent/no consent Signal is modified or altered 
along its path from the listing party to the bridge website 
SCWC. 

3. The web-based personal contact information system of 
claim 3 further comprising a personal contact information 
Signal generated by the bridge website Server Sent to the 
querying party; Said personal contact information Signal 
containing the personal contact information of the listing 
party that was directed to be sent to the querying party 
according to dictates of the consent/no consent signal gen 
erated by the listing party; Said personal contact information 
Signal comprising one or more Signals Sent in any Sequence 
or Simultaneously to the querying party that embodies the 
personal contact information that is to be sent to the que 
rying party, regardless as to whether the personal contact 
information signal is modified or altered along its path from 
the bridge website Server to the querying party. 

4. The web-based personal contact information System of 
claim 3 wherein the bridge website server is capable of 
generating a bridge website that may be accessed by the 
querying party. 
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5. The web-based personal contact information system of 
claim 4 wherein both the querying Signal and the consent/no 
consent signal follows the TCP/Internet Protocol. 

6. The web-based personal contact information system of 
claim 3 further comprising: 

the personal contact information database containing an 
e-mail address of the listing party; 

the personal contact information signal Sent to the que 
rying party containing the e-mail address of the listing 
party pursuant to the instruction of the consent/no 
consent Signal generated by they listing party. 

7. The web-based personal contact information system of 
claim 3 further comprising: 

the personal contact information database containing a 
telephone number of the listing party; 

the personal contact information signal Sent to the que 
rying party containing the telephone number of the 
listing party pursuant to the instruction of the consent/ 
no consent Signal generated by they listing party. 

8. The web-based personal contact information system of 
claim 3 further comprising: 

the personal contact information database containing a 
Street address of the listing party; 

the personal contact information signal Sent to the que 
rying party containing the Street address of the listing 
party pursuant to the instruction of the consent/no 
consent Signal generated by they listing party. 

9. The web-based personal contact information system of 
claim 3 further comprising: 

the personal contact information database containing a fax 
number of the listing party; 

the personal contact information signal Sent to the que 
rying party containing the fax number of the listing 
party pursuant to the instruction of the consent/no 
consent Signal generated by they listing party. 

10. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 further comprising: 

the personal contact information database containing a 
pager number of the listing party; 

the personal contact information signal Sent to the que 
rying party containing the pager number of the listing 
party pursuant to the instruction of the consent/no 
consent Signal generated by they listing party. 

11. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 further comprising: 

the personal contact information database containing a 
time and place that the listing party will be available; 

the personal contact information signal Sent to the que 
rying party containing the time and place that the listing 
party will be available pursuant to the instruction of the 
consent/no consent signal generated by they listing 
party. 

12. The web-based personal contact information System 
of claim 3 wherein the querying Signal received by the 
bridge website Server is generated by the querying party 
using a querying party's computer. 

13. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 further comprising: 
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the bridge website Server capable of generating a bridge 
website that may be accessed by the querying party; 

the querying Signal received by the bridge website Server 
being generated by the querying party using a querying 
party's computer equipped with a web browser and 
modem for accessing the bridge website, Said modem 
of the querying party's computer comprising of any 
device that allows one computer to communicate with 
a remote computer. 

14. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 further comprising: 

the bridge website Server capable of generating a bridge 
website that may be accessed by the listing party; 

the consent/no consent Signal received by the bridge 
website Server being generated by the listing party 
using a listing party's computer having a web browser 
and modem for accessing the bridge website, Said 
modem of the listing party's comprising of any device 
that allows one computer to communicate with a 
remote computer. 

15. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 further comprising: 

the bridge website Server capable of generating a bridge 
website that may be accessed by the querying party; 

the querying Signal received by the bridge website Server 
being generated by the querying party using a querying 
party's computer having a web browser and modem for 
accessing the bridge website, said modem of the que 
rying party's computer comprising of any device that 
allows one computer to communicate with a remote 
computer, 

the consent/no consent Signal received by the bridge 
website Server being generated by the listing party 
using a listing party's computer having a web browser 
and modem for accessing the bridge website, Said 
modem of the listing party's comprising of any device 
that allows one computer to communicate with a 
remote computer. 

16. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 further comprising: 

the bridge website Server capable of generating a bridge 
website that may be accessed by the querying party; 

the querying Signal received by the bridge website Server 
being generated by the querying party using a querying 
party's computer having a web browser and modem for 
accessing the bridge website, Said modem of the que 
rying party's computer comprising of any device that 
allows one computer to communicate with a remote 
computer, 

the consent/no consent Signal received by the bridge 
website Server being generated by the listing party 
using a listing party's computer having a web browser 
and modem for accessing the bridge website, Said 
modem of the listing party's comprising of any device 
that allows one computer to communicate with a 
remote computer; 

Said querying Signal, consent/no consent Signal, personal 
contact information signal and query notification Signal 
following the TCP/Internet Protocol. 
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17. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 wherein the registration facility of the bridge 
website Server Stores a name of the querying party and 
transmits it as a part of the query notification Signal to the 
listing party. 

18. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 wherein the registration facility of the bridge 
website Server Stores an e-mail address of the querying party 
and transmits it as a part of the query notification signal to 
the listing party. 

19. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 wherein the registration facility of the bridge 
website Server Stores a responses to a questionnaire by the 
querying party and transmits it as a part of the query 
notification Signal to the listing party. 

20. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 wherein the registration facility of the bridge 
website Server Stores information from the group consisting 
of e-mail address, School(s) attended, credit card number, 
Social Security number, telephone number or residence of the 
querying party and transmits it as a part of the query 
notification Signal to the listing party. 

21. The web-based personal contact information System 
of claim 3 further wherein the query notification signal is 
Sent to a listing party's computer as a Signal from the group 
consisting of e-mail, e-mail with a voice attachment, or a 
real time Internet telephone call message. 

22. The web-based personal contact information System 
of claim 3 further comprising: 

a database questionnaire Signal that is sent to the listing 
party which prompts the listing party to generate a 
personal information Storage Signal that indicates the 
particular information the listing party would like to 
make available by the bridge website server and stored 
in the personal contact information directory database; 
Said personal information Storage Signal comprising 
personal information Sent to and received by the bridge 
website server. 

23. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 further comprising: 

the bridge website Server capable of generating a bridge 
website that may be accessed by the querying party and 
the listing party; 

a database questionnaire Signal that is sent to the listing 
party which prompts the listing party to generate a 
personal information Storage Signal that indicates the 
particular information the listing party would like to 
make available by the bridge website server and stored 
in the personal contact information directory database; 
Said personal information Storage Signal being received 
by the bridge website server. 

24. The web-based personal contact information System 
of claim 3 further comprising: the bridge website server 
capable of generating a bridge website that may be accessed 
by the querying party and the listing party; 

a database questionnaire Signal that is sent to the listing 
party which prompts the listing party to generate a 
personal information Storage Signal that indicates the 
particular information the listing party would like to 
make available by the bridge website server and stored 
in the personal contact information directory database; 
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Said personal information Storage Signal being received 
by the bridge website server. 

the personal information Storage Signal containing infor 
mation from among the group consisting of the e-mail 
address of the listing party, the telephone number of the 
listing party, the fax number of the listing party, the 
pager number of the listing party, or the Street address 
of the listing party. 

25. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 further comprising: 

a database questionnaire Signal that is Sent to the listing 
party; Said database questionnaire Signal comprising 
one or more signals Sent in any Sequence or simulta 
neously that embodies a request for the personal con 
tact information of the listing party that the listing party 
would like to have Stored in the personal contact 
information directory, regardless as to whether the 
database questionnaire Signal is modified or altered 
along its path to the listing party; 

a personal information Storage Signal that indicates the 
particular information the listing party would like to 
have Stored in the personal contact information direc 
tory database, Said personal information Storage Signal 
comprising one or more signals Sent in any Sequence or 
Simultaneously from the listing party to the bridge 
website Server that embodies personal contact informa 
tion that the listing party would like to have Stored in 
the personal contact information directory of the bridge 
website server, regardless as to whether the personal 
information Storage Signal is modified or altered along 
its path from the listing party to the bridge website 
SCWC. 

26. The web-based personal contact information System 
of claim 3 further comprising: 

the bridge website Server capable of generating a bridge 
website that may be accessed by the querying party and 
the listing party; 

a database questionnaire Signal that is Sent to the listing 
party; Said database questionnaire Signal comprising 
one or more signals Sent in any Sequence or simulta 
neously that embodies a request for the personal con 
tact information of the listing party that the listing party 
would like to have Stored in the personal contact 
information directory, regardless as to whether the 
database questionnaire Signal is modified or altered 
along its path to the listing party; 

a personal information Storage Signal that indicates the 
particular information the listing party would like to 
have Stored in the personal contact information direc 
tory database, Said personal information Storage Signal 
comprising one or more signals Sent in any Sequence or 
Simultaneously from the listing party to the bridge 
website Server that embodies personal contact informa 
tion that the listing party would like to have Stored in 
the personal contact information directory of the bridge 
website Server, regardless as to whether the personal 
information Storage Signal is modified or altered along 
its path from the listing party to the bridge website 
Server, 

the querying Signal received by the bridge website Server 
being generated by the querying party using a querying 
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party's computer having a web browser and modem for 
accessing the bridge website, Said modem of the que 
rying party's computer comprising of any device that 
allows one computer to communicate with a remote 
computer, 

the consent/no consent Signal received by the bridge 
website Server being generated by the listing party 
using a listing party's computer having a web browser 
and modem for accessing the bridge website, Said 
modem of the listing party's comprising of any device 
that allows one computer to communicate with a 
remote computer. 

27. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 further comprising: 

the bridge website Server capable of generating a bridge 
website that may be accessed by the querying party and 
the listing party; 

a database questionnaire Signal that is sent to the listing 
party; Said database questionnaire Signal comprising 
one or more signals Sent in any Sequence or Simulta 
neously that embodies a request for the personal con 
tact information of the listing party that the listing party 
would like to have Stored in the personal contact 
information directory, regardless as to whether the 
database questionnaire Signal is modified or altered 
along its path to the listing party; 

a personal information Storage Signal that indicates the 
particular information the listing party would like to 
have stored in the personal contact information direc 
tory database, Said personal information Storage Signal 
comprising one or more signals Sent in any Sequence or 
Simultaneously from the listing party to the bridge 
website Server that embodies personal contact informa 
tion that the listing party would like to have Stored in 
the personal contact information directory of the bridge 
website Server, regardless as to whether the personal 
information Storage Signal is modified or altered along 
its path from the listing party to the bridge website 
Server, 

the personal information Storage Signal containing infor 
mation from among the group consisting of the e-mail 
address of the listing party, the telephone number of the 
listing party, the fax number of the listing party, the 
pager number of the listing party, or the Street address 
of the listing party. 

the querying Signal received by the bridge website Server 
being generated by the querying party using a querying 
party's computer having a web browser and modem for 
accessing the bridge website, Said modem of the que 
rying party's computer comprising of any device that 
allows one computer to communicate with a remote 
computer, 

the consent/no consent Signal received by the bridge 
website Server being generated by the listing party 
using a listing party's computer having a web browser 
and modem for accessing the bridge website, Said 
modem of the listing party's comprising of any device 
that allows one computer to communicate with a 
remote computer; 

the query notification signal Sent to a listing party's 
computer as a Signal from the group consisting of 
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e-mail, e-mail with a voice attachment, or a real time 
Internet telephone call message. 

28. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 wherein the personal contact information Signal 
conforms to the TCP/IP protocol. 

29. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 wherein the personal contact information is 
received by a telephonic peripheral of the querying party. 

30. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 wherein the personal contact information con 
tained in the personal contact information signal is in the 
form of telephone call to a pager with a Screen display. 

31. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 wherein the personal contact information con 
tained in the personal contact information signal is in the 
form a voice telephone call. 

32. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 wherein the personal contact information con 
tained in the personal contact information signal is in the 
form an analog voice telephone call. 

33. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 wherein the personal contact information Signal 
is Sent to a telephonic peripheral of the querying party. 

34. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 wherein the personal contact information con 
tained in the query notification signal is in the form of an 
analog telephone call to a pager with a Screen display to the 
querying party. 

35. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 wherein the personal contact information con 
tained in the personal contact information Signal Sent to the 
querying party is in the form of a Voice telephone call. 

36. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 wherein the query notification signal is Sent to a 
listing party's telephonic peripheral. 

37. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 wherein the query notification signal is Sent to a 
listing party's pager. 

38. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 wherein the query notification signal is Sent to a 
telephone with a Screen display. 

39. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 wherein the query notification signal is Sent to a 
listing party's analog telephone. 

40. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 wherein the query notification signal is Sent to a 
listing party's cellular or digital telephone. 

41. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 wherein the query notification signal is Sent to a 
listing party's telephonic peripheral and the consent/no 
consent signal is sent from the listing party's telephonic 
peripheral. 

42. The web-based personal contact information System 
of claim 3 wherein the query notification signal is Sent to a 
listing party's voice telephone and the consent/no consent 
Signal is Sent from the listing party's Voice telephone. 

43. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 wherein the query notification signal is Sent to a 
listing party's analog voice telephone and the consent/no 
consent Signal is Sent from the listing party's analog voice 
telephone. 

44. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 wherein the query notification signal is Sent to a 
listing party's telephone with a Screen display and the 
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consent/no consent Signal is Sent from the listing party's 
telephone with a Screen display. 

45. A web-based personal contact information System 
comprising: 

a bridge website Server located on the Internet, Said bridge 
website Server comprising any computer, Sub-compo 
nent of a computer, or group of computers, or any 
combination thereof, that possesses the capacity of 
maintaining a client/server environment on the Inter 
net, 

Said bridge website Server having a personal contact 
information directory database that is capable of Storing 
personal contact information of a listing party; 

Said bridge website Server receiving a parameter require 
ments Signal generated by the listing party that is Sent 
to the bridge website Server, Said parameter require 
ments signal comprising one or more Signals Sent in 
any Sequence or Simultaneously to the bridge website 
Server that embodies established parameters wherein 
certain, if any, personal contact information contained 
in the personal contact information directory database 
of a bridge website Server will be sent to a querying 
party, regardless as to whether the parameter require 
ments Signal is modified or altered along its path from 
the listing party to the bridge website Server; 

Said bridge website Server receiving a request for infor 
mation signal comprising one or more signals Sent in 
any Sequence or simultaneously from the querying 
party that embodies a request for the personal contact 
information of the listing party, regardless as to whether 
the querying Signal is modified or altered along its path 
from the querying party to the bridge website Server; 

Said bride website Server generating a questionnaire Signal 
for the querying party that is Sent to the querying party; 
Said questionnaire Signal for the query party comprising 
one or more signals Sent in any Sequence or Simulta 
neously sent from the bridge website server that 
embodies a questionnaire for the querying, regardless 
as to whether the questionnaire Signal for the querying 
party is modified or altered along its path from the 
bridge website Server to the querying party; 

Said bridge website Server receiving a questionnaire 
response Signal from the querying party; Said question 
naire response Signal from the query party comprising 
one or more signals Sent in any Sequence or Simulta 
neously sent to the bridge website server from the 
querying party that embodies a response to the ques 
tionnaire by the querying party, regardless as to 
whether the questionnaire response Signal from the 
querying party is modified or altered along its path 
from the querying party to the bridge website Server. 

46. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 45 further comprising: 

Said bridge website Sever generating a personal contact 
information signal; Said personal contact information 
Signal Sent to the querying party; Said personal contact 
information signal containing the personal contact 
information of the listing party that was directed to be 
Sent to the querying party according to dictates of the 
parameter requirements signal generated by the listing 
party and the response to the questionnaire embodied in 
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the questionnaire response Signal from the query party; 
Said personal contact information Signal comprising 
one or more signals Sent in any Sequence or simulta 
neously to the querying party that embodies the per 
Sonal contact information that is to be sent to the 
querying party, regardless as to whether the personal 
contact information signal is modified or altered along 
its path from the bridge website server to the listing 
party. 

47. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 46 further comprising: 

Said personal contact information signal containing infor 
mation from among the group consisting of the e-mail 
address of the listing party, the telephone number of the 
listing party, the fax number of the listing party, the 
pager number of the listing party, or the Street address 
of the listing party. 

48. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 45 further comprising: 

Said parameter requirements signal being generated by a 
listing party's computer; 

Said questionnaire Signal for the querying party being 
received by a querying party's computer; 

Said query signal and Said questionnaire response Signal 
from the querying party being generated by the query 
ing party's computer. 

49. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 45 further comprising: 

Said parameter requirements signal being generated by a 
listing party's computer having a web browser and 
modem, 

Said questionnaire Signal for the querying party being 
received by a querying party's computer having a web 
browser and modem, Said modem of the querying 
party's computer comprising of any device that allows 
one computer to communicate with a remote computer. 

Said query signal and Said questionnaire response Signal 
from the querying party being generated by the query 
ing party's computer having a web and modem. 

50. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 45 further comprising: 

a database questionnaire Signal that is Sent to the listing 
party; Said database questionnaire Signal comprising 
one or more signals Sent in any Sequence or simulta 
neously that embodies a request for the personal con 
tact information of the listing party that the listing party 
would like to have Stored in the personal contact 
information directory, regardless as to whether the 
database questionnaire Signal is modified or altered 
along its path from the bridge website Server to the 
listing party. 

51. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 46 further comprising: 

the bridge website Server capable of generating a bridge 
website that may be accessed by the querying party and 
the listing party; 

a database questionnaire Signal that is Sent to the listing 
party; Said database questionnaire Signal comprising 
one or more signals Sent in any Sequence or simulta 
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neously that embodies a request for the personal con 
tact information of the listing party that the listing party 
would like to have Stored in the personal contact 
information directory, regardless as to whether the 
database questionnaire Signal is modified or altered 
along its path to the listing party; 

a personal information Storage Signal that indicates the 
particular information the listing party would like to 
have Stored in the personal contact information direc 
tory database, Said personal information Storage Signal 
comprising one or more signals Sent in any Sequence or 
Simultaneously from the listing party to the bridge 
website Server that embodies personal contact informa 
tion that the listing party would like to have Stored in 
the personal contact information directory of the bridge 
website Server, regardless as to whether the personal 
information Storage Signal is modified or altered along 
its path from the listing party to the bridge website 
Server, 

the request for information signal and the questionnaire 
response from the query party received by the bridge 
website Server being generated by the querying party 
using a querying party's computer. 

the querying party's computer having a web browser and 
modem for accessing the bridge website, Said modem 
of the querying party's computer comprising of any 
device that allows one computer to communicate with 
a remote computer; 

Said parameter requirements signal and personal informa 
tion Storage Signal generated by the listing party's 
computer; Said listing party's computer having a web 
browser and modem for accessing the bridge website; 
Said modem of the listing party's comprising of any 
device that allows one computer to communicate with 
a remote computer. 

52. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 46 further comprising: 

Said personal contact information Signal providing com 
plete disclosure of the listing party's personal contact 
information, based upon the parameter requirements 
Signal generated by the listing party and the question 
naire response Signal generated by the querying party 

53. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 45 further comprising: 

Said personal contact information signal providing partial 
disclosure of the personal contact information, based 
upon the parameter requirements signal generated by 
the listing party and the questionnaire response Signal 
generated by the querying party 

54. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 45 further comprising: 

Said personal contact information Signal denying any 
disclosure of personal contact information but notify 
ing the querying party that they will contact the que 
rying party directly, based upon the parameter require 
ments signal generated by the listing party and the 
questionnaire response Signal generated by the query 
ing party 

55. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 45 further comprising: 
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Said personal contact information signal denying any 
disclosure of personal information and requesting more 
complete identification information from the querying 
party by Sending another questionnaire Signal for the 
querying party which will prompt the querying party 
for more information, based upon the parameter 
requirements signal generated by the listing party and 
the questionnaire response Signal generated by the 
querying party 

56. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 45 further comprising: 

Said personal contact information signal deny any disclo 
Sure but Sending a message to the querying party, based 
upon the parameter requirements signal generated by 
the listing party and the questionnaire response Signal 
generated by the querying party 

57. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 45 further comprising: 

Said personal contact information signal denying any 
disclosure and not responding in any other way to the 
querying party by way of an additional message, based 
upon the parameter requirements signal generated by 
the listing party and the questionnaire response Signal 
generated by the querying party 

58. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 45 wherein the parameter for releasing personal 
contact information is the name of the querying party. 

59. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 45 wherein the parameter for releasing personal 
contact information is a demographic profile of the querying 
party. 

60. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 45 wherein the parameter for releasing personal 
contact information is the address (be it street address, Zip 
code, or geographical area) of the querying party. 

61. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 45 wherein the parameter for releasing personal 
contact information is the educational history of the query 
ing party. 

62. The web-based personal contact information System 
of claim 45 wherein the parameter for releasing personal 
contact information is the present School of the querying 
party. 

63. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 45 wherein the parameter for releasing personal 
contact information is the employment history of the que 
rying party. 

64. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 45 wherein the parameter for releasing personal 
contact information is the present employment of the que 
rying party. 

65. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 45 wherein the parameter for releasing personal 
contact information is the club membership of the querying 
party. 

66. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 45 wherein the parameter for releasing personal 
contact information is the interest of the querying party. 

67. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 45 wherein the parameter for releasing personal 
contact information is the religion of the querying party. 
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68. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 45 wherein the parameter for releasing personal 
contact information is the parish affiliation of the querying 
party. 

69. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 45 wherein the parameter for releasing personal 
contact information is the gender of the querying party 

70. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 45 wherein the parameter for releasing personal 
contact information is the family relation of the querying 
party. 

71. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 45 wherein the parameter for releasing personal 
contact information is the password known by the querying 
party 

72. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 45 wherein the parameter for releasing personal 
contact information is based on a Systematic weighing of 
parameters of the querying party. 

73. An improved method of Screening personal contact 
information from an electronic or telephonic database, the 
improvement comprising: 

receiving a parameter requirements signal containing 
information as to what personal contact information 
should be made available to a querying party based 
upon a response to a questionnaire, 

receiving a querying Signal embodying a request for 
personal contact information of the listing party; 

Sending a questionnaire Signal to the querying party 
asking for information regarding the querying party; 

receiving a questionnaire response Signal from the que 
rying party providing answers to the questionnaire; 

Sending a personal contact information Signal to a que 
rying party based upon the received questionnaire 
response Signal containing responses to a questionnaire 
and the parameter requirements established in the 
parameter requirement Signal. 

74. The method of claim 73 wherein the parameter 
requirements signal, the querying Signal, the questionnaire 
Signal to the querying party, the questionnaire response 
Signal from the querying party, and the personal contact 
information signal to the querying party are all sent over the 
Internet. 

75. An improved method of providing personal contact 
information from an electronic or telephonic database, the 
improvement comprising: 

receiving a querying Signal generated over the Internet by 
a querying party, Said querying Signal comprising one 
or more signals Sent in any Sequence or Simultaneously 
from the querying party that embodies both a request 
for the personal contact information of a listing party 
and also embodies a communication of identifying 
information about the querying party; 

generating a query notification Signal Over the Internet 
that notifies the listing party that there has been a query 
for the personal information of the listing party; Said 
query notification signal notifying the listing party of 
the communication of identifying information of the 
listing party; Said query notification signal comprising 
one or more signals Sent in any Sequence or Simulta 
neously to the listing party that embodies both a request 
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for the personal contact information of the listing party 
and also embodies a communication of identifying 
information about the querying party. 

76. The method of claim 75 further comprising: 
receiving a consent/no consent Signal over the Internet 

from the listing party; Said consent/no consent Signal 
directing what, if any, personal contact information is 
to be sent to the querying party; Said consent/no con 
Sent Signal comprising one or more Signals Sent in any 
Sequence or Simultaneously from the listing party that 
embodies an instruction as to what personal informa 
tion, if any, is to be sent to the querying party. 

77. The method of claim 76 further comprising: 
generating a personal contact information Signal Over the 

Internet to the querying party; Said personal contact 
information signal containing the personal contact 
information of the listing party that was directed to be 
Sent to the querying party according to dictates of the 
consent/no consent Signal generated by the listing 
party; Said personal contact information Signal com 
prising one or more Signals Sent in any Sequence or 
Simultaneously to the querying party that embodies the 
personal information that is to be sent to the querying 
party. 

78. The method of claim 77 further comprising the step of 
generating a bridge website that may be accessed by the 
querying party. 

79. The method of claim 78 wherein both the querying 
Signal and the consent/no consent Signal follows the TCP/ 
Internet Protocol. 

80. The method of claim 77 further comprising: 
the personal contact information database containing an 

e-mail address of the listing party; the personal contact 
information signal containing the e-mail address of the 
listing party pursuant to the instruction of the consent/ 
no consent signal generated by they listing party. 

81. The method of claim 77 further comprising: 
the personal contact information database containing a 

telephone number of the listing party; the personal 
contact information signal containing the telephone 
number of the listing party pursuant to the instruction 
of the consent/no consent Signal generated by they 
listing party. 

82. The method of claim 77 further comprising: 
the personal contact information database containing a 

Street address of the listing party; the personal contact 
information signal containing the Street address of the 
listing party pursuant to the instruction of the consent/ 
no consent signal generated by they listing party. 

83. The method of claim 77 further comprising: 
the personal contact information database containing a faX 
number of the listing party; the personal contact infor 
mation Signal containing the fax number of the listing 
party pursuant to the instruction of the consent/no 
consent Signal generated by they listing party. 

84. The method of claim 77 further comprising: 
the personal contact information database containing a 

pager number of the listing party; the personal contact 
information Signal containing the pager number of the 
listing party pursuant to the instruction of the consent/ 
no consent signal generated by they listing party. 
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85. The method of claim 77 further comprising: 
the personal contact information database containing a 

time and place that the listing party will be available; 
the personal contact information Signal the time and 
place that the listing party will be available pursuant to 
the instruction of the consent/no consent Signal gener 
ated by they listing party. 

86. The method of claim 77 wherein the querying signal 
is generated by the querying party using a querying party's 
computer. 

87. The method of claim 77 further comprising the step of 
generating a bridge website that may be accessed by the 
querying party, wherein the querying Signal is generated by 
the querying party using a querying party's computer having 
a web browser and modem; Said modem of the querying 
party's computer comprising of any device that allows one 
computer to communicate with a remote computer. 

88. The method of claim 77 further comprising the step of 
generating a bridge website that may be accessed by the 
listing party, wherein the consent/no consent signal is gen 
erated by the listing party using a listing party's computer 
having a web browser and modem, said modem of the listing 
party's comprising of any device that allows one computer 
to communicate with a remote computer. 

89. The method of claim 77 further comprising the step of 
generating a bridge website that may be accessed by the 
querying party, wherein: 

the querying Signal is generated by the querying party 
using a querying party's computer having a Web 
browser and modem, Said modem of the querying 
party's computer comprising of any device that allows 
one computer to communicate with a remote computer; 

the consent/no consent signal is generated by the listing 
party using a listing party's computer having a web 
browser and modem; Said modem of the listing party's 
comprising of any device that allows one computer to 
communicate with a remote computer. 

90. The method of claim 77 further comprising the step of 
generating a bridge website that may be accessed by the 
querying party wherein: 

the querying Signal is generated by the querying party 
using a querying party's computer having a web 
browser and modem, Said modem of the querying 
party's computer comprising of any device that allows 
one computer to communicate with a remote computer; 

the consent/no consent signal is generated by the listing 
party using a listing party's computer having a web 
browser and modem; Said modem of the listing party's 
comprising of any device that allows one computer to 
communicate with a remote computer; 

Said querying Signal, consent/no consent Signal, personal 
contact information signal and query notification Signal 
following the TCP/Internet Protocol. 

91. The method of claim 77 further comprising the step of 
Storing a name of the querying party and transmitting it as 
a part of the query notification Signal to the listing party. 

92. The method of claim 77 further comprising the step 
Storing an e-mail address of the querying party and trans 
mitting it as a part of the query notification Signal to the 
listing party. 
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93. The method of claim 77 further comprising the step of 
Storing a responses to a questionnaire by the querying party 
and transmitting it as a part of the query notification signal 
to the listing party. 

94. The method of claim 77 further comprising the step of 
Storing information from the group consisting of e-mail 
address, School(s) attended, credit card number, Social Secu 
rity number, telephone number or residence of the querying 
party and transmits it as a part of the query notification 
Signal to the listing party. 

95. The method of claim 77 wherein the query notification 
Signal is Sent to a listing party's computer as a Signal from 
the group consisting of e-mail, e-mail with a voice attach 
ment, or a real time Internet telephone call message. 

96. The method of claim 77 further comprising: 
generating a database questionnaire Signal that is Sent 

Over the Internet to the listing party, which prompts the 
listing party to generate a personal information Storage 
Signal that indicates the particular information, the 
listing party would like to make available. 

97. The method of claim 77 further comprising the steps 
of: 

generating a bridge website that may be accessed by the 
querying party and the listing party; 

generating a database questionnaire Signal that is Sent 
Over the Internet to the listing party which prompts the 
listing party to generate a personal information Storage 
Signal that is Sent over the Internet and that indicates the 
particular information the listing party would like to 
make available to the querying party. 

98. The method of claim 77 further comprising the steps 
of: 

generating a bridge website that may be accessed by the 
querying party and the listing party; 

generating a database questionnaire Signal that is Sent 
Over the Internet to the listing party which prompts the 
listing party to generate a personal information Storage 
Signal over the Internet that indicates the particular 
information the listing party would like to make avail 
able to the querying party; wherein: 
the personal information Storage Signal containing 

information from among the group consisting of the 
e-mail address of the listing party, the telephone 
number of the listing party, the fax number of the 
listing party, the pager number of the listing party, or 
the Street address of the listing party. 

99. The method of claim 77 further comprising: 
generating a database questionnaire Signal over the Inter 

net that is sent to the listing party; Said database 
questionnaire Signal comprising one or more signals 
Sent in any Sequence or Simultaneously that embodies 
a request for the personal contact information of the 
listing party; 

receiving a personal information Storage Signal over the 
Internet that indicates the particular information the 
listing party would like to have Stored; Said personal 
information Storage signal comprising one or more 
Signals Sent in any Sequence or simultaneously from the 
listing party that embodies personal contact informa 
tion that the listing party would like to have Stored. 
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100. The method of claim 77 further comprising the steps 
of: 

generating a bridge website that may be accessed by the 
querying party and the listing party; 

generating a database questionnaire Signal over the Inter 
net that is Sent to the listing party; Said database 
questionnaire Signal comprising one or more signals 
Sent in any Sequence or Simultaneously that embodies 
a request for the personal contact information of the 
listing party that the listing party would like to have 
Stored; 

receiving a personal information Storage Signal over the 
Internet that indicates the particular information the 
listing party would like to have Stored; Said personal 
information Storage signal comprising one or more 
Signals Sent in any Sequence or Simultaneously from the 
listing party that embodies personal contact informa 
tion that the listing party would like to have Stored; 
wherein: 

the querying Signal is generated by the querying party 
using a querying party's computer having a web 
browser and modem; Said modem of the querying 
party's computer comprising of any device that 
allows one computer to communicate with a remote 
computer, 

the consent/no consent Signal is generated by the listing 
party using a listing party's computer having a web 
browser and modem, said modem of the listing 
party's comprising of any device that allows one 
computer to communicate with a remote computer. 

101. The method of claim 77 further comprising: 
generating a bridge website that may be accessed by the 

querying party and the listing party; 
generating a database questionnaire Signal that is sent to 

the listing party over the Internet, Said database ques 
tionnaire Signal comprising one or more Signals Sent in 
any Sequence or simultaneously that embodies a 
request for the personal contact information of the 
listing party that the listing party would like to have 
Stored; 

receiving a personal information Storage Signal that indi 
cates the particular information the listing party would 
like to have, Said personal information Storage Signal 
comprising one or more signals Sent in any Sequence or 
Simultaneously from the listing party that embodies 
personal contact information that the listing party 
would like to have stored; wherein: 
the personal information Storage Signal containing 

information is comprised from among the group 
consisting of the e-mail address of the listing party, 
the telephone number of the listing party, the fax 
number of the listing party, the pager number of the 
listing party, or the Street address of the listing party; 

the querying Signal is generated by the querying party 
using a querying party's computer having a web 
browser and modem; Said modem of the querying 
party's computer comprising of any device that 
allows one computer to communicate with a remote 
computer, 
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the consent/no consent Signal is generated by the listing 
party using a listing party's computer having a web 
browser and modem; Said modem of the listing 
party's comprising of any device that allows one 
computer to communicate with a remote computer; 

the query notification Signal Sent to a listing party's 
computer as a signal from the group consisting of 
e-mail, e-mail with a voice attachment, or a real time 
Internet telephone call message. 

102. The method of claim 77 wherein the personal contact 
information signal conforms to the TCP/IP protocol. 

103. The method of claim 77 wherein the personal contact 
information is received by a telephonic peripheral of the 
querying party. 

104. The method of claim 77 wherein the personal contact 
information contained in the personal contact information 
Signal is in the form of telephone call to a pager with a Screen 
display. 

105. The method of claim 77 wherein the personal contact 
information contained in the personal contact information 
Signal is in the form a voice telephone call. 

106. The method of claim 77 wherein the personal contact 
information contained in the personal contact information 
Signal is in the form an analog voice telephone call. 

107. The method of claim 77 wherein the personal contact 
information signal is Sent to a telephonic peripheral of the 
querying party. 

108. The method of claim 77 wherein the personal contact 
information contained in the query notification signal is in 
the form of an analog telephone call to a pager with a Screen 
display to the querying party. 

109. The method of claim 77 wherein the personal contact 
information contained in the personal contact information 
Signal Sent to the querying party is in the form a voice 
telephone call. 

110. The method of claim 77 wherein the query notifica 
tion signal is Sent to a listing party's telephonic peripheral. 

111. The method of claim 77 wherein the query notifica 
tion Signal is Sent to a listing party's pager. 

112. The method of claim 77 wherein the query notifica 
tion Signal is Sent to a telephone with a Screen display. 

113. The method of claim 77 wherein the query notifica 
tion Signal is Sent to a listing party's analog telephone. 

114. The method of claim 77 wherein the query notifica 
tion Signal is sent to a listing party's cellular or digital 
telephone. 

115. The method of claim 77 wherein the query notifica 
tion Signal is Sent to a listing party's telephonic peripheral 
and the consent/no consent signal is Sent from the listing 
party's telephonic peripheral. 

116. The method of claim 77 wherein the query notifica 
tion signal is sent to a listing party's Voice telephone and the 
consent/no consent Signal is sent from the listing party's 
Voice telephone. 

117. The method of claim 77 wherein the query notifica 
tion signal is Sent to a listing party's analog voice telephone 
and the consent/no consent signal is Sent from the listing 
party's analog Voice telephone. 

118. The method of claim 77 wherein the query notifica 
tion signal is sent to a listing party's telephone with a Screen 
display and the consent/no consent signal is Sent from the 
listing party's telephone with a Screen display. 

119. A method of Screening personal contact information 
comprising: 
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receiving a querying Signal embodying a request for 
personal contact information of a listing party; 

receiving a consent/no consent Signal establishing what 
personal contact information will be made available to 
a querying party. 

120. The method of claim 119 further comprising: 
generating a query notification signal that is sent to a 

listing party which notifies the listing party of the 
existence of a query for personal contact information of 
the listing party and which provides identifying infor 
mation about the querying party; 

generating a personal contact information signal that is 
Sent to a querying party that provides the personal 
contact information that the listing party desired to 
make available to the querying party. 

121. The method of claim 120 further comprising the step 
of generating a bridge website. 

122. The method of claim 120 further comprising the 
Steps of generating a database questionnaire Signal and 
receiving a personal information Storage Signal. 

123. The method of claim 119 wherein both the stops of 
receiving a querying Signal embodying a request for per 
Sonal contact information of a listing party and receiving a 
consent/no consent Signal establishing what personal contact 
information will be made available to a querying party are 
not performed over the Internet. 

124. The method of claim 119 wherein both the stops of 
receiving a querying Signal embodying a request for per 
Sonal contact information of a listing party and receiving a 
consent/no consent Signal establishing what personal contact 
information will be made available to a querying party are 
performed over the Internet. 

125. The method of claim 120 wherein both the stops of 
receiving a querying Signal embodying a request for per 
Sonal contact information of a listing party and receiving a 
consent/no consent Signal establishing what personal contact 
information will be made available to a querying party are 
not performed over the Internet; and wherein both the steps 
of generating a query notification Signal that is Sent to a 
listing party which notifies the listing party of the existence 
of a query for personal contact information of the listing 
party and which provides identifying information about the 
querying party are not performed over the Internet. 

126. The method of claim 120 wherein both the stops of 
receiving a querying Signal embodying a request for per 
Sonal contact information of a listing party and receiving a 
consent/no consent Signal establishing what personal contact 
information will be made available to a querying party are 
performed over the Internet; and wherein both the steps of 
generating a query notification signal that is Sent to a listing 
party which notifies the listing party of the existence of a 
query for personal contact information of the listing party 
and which provides identifying information about the que 
rying party are performed over the Internet. 

127. The method of claim 122 wherein both the stops of 
receiving a querying Signal embodying a request for per 
Sonal contact information of a listing party and receiving a 
consent/no consent Signal establishing what personal contact 
information will be made available to a querying party are 
not performed over the Internet; and wherein both the steps 
of generating a query notification Signal that is Sent to a 
listing party which notifies the listing party of the existence 
of a query for personal contact information of the listing 
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party and which provides identifying information about the 
querying party are not performed over the Internet, and 
wherein the Steps of generating a database questionnaire 
Signal and receiving a personal information Storage Signal 
are not performed over the Internet. 

128. The method of claim 122 wherein both the stops of 
receiving a querying Signal embodying a request for per 
Sonal contact information of a listing party and receiving a 
consent/no consent Signal establishing what personal contact 
information will be made available to a querying party are 
performed over the Internet; and wherein both the steps of 
generating a query notification signal that is Sent to a listing 
party which notifies the listing party of the existence of a 
query for personal contact information of the listing party 
and which provides identifying information about the que 
rying party are performed over the Internet, and wherein the 
Steps of generating a database questionnaire Signal and 
receiving a personal information Storage Signal are per 
formed over the Internet. 

129. A web-based personal contact information system 
comprising: 

a bridge website Server having a personal contact infor 
mation database; Said bridge website Server comprising 
any computer, Sub-component of a computer, or group 
of computers, or any combination thereof, that pos 
SeSSes the capacity of maintaining a client/server envi 
ronment on the Internet; 

means for Screening which personal contact information 
will be received by a querying party by establishing 
questionnaire parameters. 

130. A web-based personal contact information system 
comprising: 

a bridge website Server having a personal contact infor 
mation database; Said bridge website Server comprising 
any computer, Sub-component of a computer, or group 
of computers, or any combination thereof, that pos 
SeSSes the capacity of maintaining a client/server envi 
ronment on the Internet; 

means for Screening which personal contact information 
will be received by a querying party by having the 
listing party Screen individual queries for personal 
information. 

131. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 1 wherein the query notification Signal contains an 
identifying picture. 

132. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 1 wherein the query notification Signal contains an 
identifying picture of the querying party. 

133. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 wherein the query notification Signal contains an 
identifying picture. 

134. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 wherein the query notification Signal contains an 
identifying picture of the querying party. 

135. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 1 wherein the query notification Signal contains an 
identifying Voice sample. 

136. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 1 wherein the query notification Signal contains an 
identifying Voice sample of the querying party. 
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137. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 wherein the query notification Signal contains an 
identifying Voice sample. 

138. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 wherein the query notification Signal contains an 
identifying Voice sample of the querying party. 

139. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 1 wherein the bridge website server is further 
comprised of an attempt counter and wherein if the querying 
party exceeds a maxim number of allowed contact attempts, 
the querying party is shutoff and the listing party receives no 
more query notification Signals whose origins is the shutoff 
querying party. 

140. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 2 wherein the bridge website server is further 
comprised of an attempt counter and wherein if the querying 
party exceeds a maxim allowed number of contact attempts, 
the querying party is shutoff and the listing party receives no 
more query notification Signals whose origins is the shutoff 
querying party. 

141. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 wherein the bridge website server is further 
comprised of an attempt counter and wherein if the querying 
party exceeds a maxim allowed number of contact attempts, 
the querying party is shutoff and the listing party receives no 
more query notification Signals whose origins is the shutoff 
querying party. 

142. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 wherein the querying Signal is generated by a 
querying party's computer, the personal contact information 
Signal is received by the querying party's computer, the 
query notification signal is received by a listing party's 
computer, and the consent/no consent Signal is generated by 
the listing party's computer. 

143. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 wherein the querying Signal is generated by a 
querying party's computer, the personal contact information 
Signal is received by a querying party's telephonic periph 
eral, the query notification signal is received by a listing 
party's computer, and the consent/no consent Signal is 
generated by the listing party's computer. 

144. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 wherein the querying Signal is generated by a 
querying party's computer, the personal contact information 
Signal is received by the querying party's computer, the 
query notification signal is received by a listing party's 
telephonic peripheral, and the consent/no consent Signal is 
generated by a listing party's computer. 

145. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 wherein the querying Signal is generated by a 
querying party's computer, the personal contact information 
Signal is received by the querying party's computer, the 
query notification signal is received by a listing party's 
computer, and the consent/no consent Signal is generated by 
a listing party's telephonic peripheral. 

146. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 wherein the querying Signal is generated by a 
querying party's computer, the personal contact information 
Signal is received by the querying party's computer, the 
query notification signal is received by a listing party's 
telephonic peripheral, and the consent/no consent Signal is 
generated by the listing party's telephonic peripheral. 

147. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 wherein the querying Signal is generated by a 
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querying party's computer, the personal contact information 
Signal is received by a querying party's telephonic periph 
eral, the query notification signal is received by a listing 
party's computer, and the consent/no consent Signal is 
generated by a listing party's telephonic peripheral. 

148. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 wherein the querying Signal is generated by a 
querying party's computer, the personal contact information 
Signal is received by a querying party's telephonic periph 
eral, the query notification signal is received by a listing 
party's telephonic peripheral, and the consent/no consent 
Signal is generated by a listing party's computer. 

149. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 wherein the querying Signal is generated by a 
querying party's computer, the personal contact information 
Signal is received by a querying party's telephonic periph 
eral, the query notification signal is received by a listing 
party's telephonic peripheral, and the consent/no consent 
Signal is generated by the listing party's telephonic periph 
eral. 

150. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 wherein the querying Signal is generated by a 
querying party's telephonic peripheral, the personal contact 
information Signal is received by a querying party's com 
puter, the query notification signal is received by a listing 
party's computer, and the consent/no consent Signal is 
generated by the listing party's telephonic computer. 

151. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 wherein the querying Signal is generated by a 
querying party's telephonic peripheral, the personal contact 
information Signal is received by a querying party's com 
puter, the query notification signal is received by a listing 
party's computer, and the consent/no consent Signal is 
generated by a listing party's telephonic peripheral. 

152. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 wherein the querying Signal is generated by a 
querying party's telephonic peripheral, the personal contact 
information Signal is received by a querying party's com 
puter, the query notification signal is received by a listing 
party's telephonic peripheral, and the consent/no consent 
Signal is generated by a listing party's computer. 

153. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 wherein the querying Signal is generated by a 
querying party's telephonic peripheral, the personal contact 
information Signal is received by a querying party's com 
puter, the query notification signal is received by a listing 
party's telephonic peripheral, and the consent/no consent 
Signal is generated by the listing party's telephonic periph 
eral. 

154. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 wherein the querying Signal is generated by a 
querying party's telephonic peripheral, the personal contact 
information signal is received by the querying party's tele 
phonic peripheral, the query notification signal is received 
by a listing party's computer, and the consent/no consent 
Signal is generated by the listing party's telephonic com 
puter. 

155. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 wherein the querying Signal is generated by a 
querying party's telephonic peripheral, the personal contact 
information signal is received by the querying party's tele 
phonic peripheral, the query notification signal is received 
by a listing party's computer, and the consent/no consent 
Signal is generated by a listing party's telephonic peripheral. 
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156. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 wherein the querying Signal is generated by a 
querying party's telephonic peripheral, the personal contact 
information signal is received by the querying party's tele 
phonic peripheral, the query notification signal is received 
by a listing party's telephonic peripheral, and the consent/no 
consent Signal is generated by a listing party's computer. 

157. The web-based personal contact information system 
of claim 3 wherein the querying Signal is generated by a 
querying party's telephonic peripheral, the personal contact 
information signal is received by the querying party's tele 
phonic peripheral, the query notification signal is received 
by a listing party's telephonic peripheral, and the consent/no 
consent Signal is generated by the listing party's telephonic 
peripheral. 

158. An improved method of providing an electronic or 
telephonic database of personal contact information of a 
listing party, the improvement comprising: 

receiving a querying signal generated by a querying party; 
Said querying Signal comprising one or more signals 
Sent in any Sequence or simultaneously from the que 
rying party that embodies both a request for the per 
Sonal contact information of a listing party and also 
embodies a communication of identifying information 
about the querying party, regardless as to whether the 
querying Signal is modified or altered along its path 
from the querying party; 

generating a query notification Signal that notifies the 
listing party that there has been a query for the personal 
contact information of the listing party; Said query 
notification signal notifying the listing party of the 
communication of identifying information of the listing 
party; Said query notification signal comprising one or 
more Signals Sent in any Sequence or simultaneously to 
the listing party that embodies both a request for the 
personal contact information of the listing party and 
also embodies a communication of identifying infor 
mation about the querying party, regardless as to 
whether the querying notification signal is modified or 
altered along its path to the listing party; 

159. The improved method of claim 158 further compris 
ing: 

receiving a consent/no consent signal from the listing 
party; Said consent/no consent Signal directing what, if 
any, personal contact information is to be sent to the 
querying party; Said consent/no consent Signal com 
prising one or more Signals Sent in any Sequence or 
Simultaneously from the listing party that embodies an 
instruction as to what personal contact information, if 
any, is to be sent to the querying party, regardless as to 
whether the consent/no consent signal is modified or 
altered along its path from the listing party. 

160. The improved method of claim 159 further compris 
ing: 

generating a personal contact information signal gener 
ated to be sent to the querying party; Said personal 
contact information Signal containing the personal con 
tact information of the listing party that was directed to 
be sent to the querying party according to dictates of the 
consent/no consent Signal generated by the listing 
party; Said personal contact information Signal com 
prising one or more Signals Sent in any Sequence or 
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Simultaneously to the querying party that embodies the 
personal contact information that is to be sent to the 
querying party, regardless as to whether the personal 
contact information signal is modified or altered along 
its path to the querying party. 

161. The improved method of claim 160 wherein the 
querying Signal is generated by a querying party's computer, 
the personal contact information signal is received by the 
querying party's computer, the query notification signal is 
received by a listing party's computer, and the consent/no 
consent signal is generated by the listing party's computer. 

162. The improved method of claim 160 wherein the 
querying Signal is generated by a querying party's computer, 
the personal contact information signal is received by a 
querying party's telephonic peripheral, the query notifica 
tion signal is received by a listing party's computer, and the 
consent/no consent Signal is generated by the listing party's 
computer. 

163. The improved method of claim 160 wherein the 
querying Signal is generated by a querying party's computer, 
the personal contact information signal is received by the 
querying party's computer, the query notification signal is 
received by a listing party's telephonic peripheral, and the 
consent/no consent Signal is generated by a listing party's 
computer. 

164. The improved method of claim 160 wherein the 
querying Signal is generated by a querying party's computer, 
the personal contact information signal is received by the 
querying party's computer, the query notification signal is 
received by a listing party's computer, and the consent/no 
consent Signal is generated by a listing party's telephonic 
peripheral. 

165. The improved method of claim 160 wherein the 
querying Signal is generated by a querying party's computer, 
the personal contact information signal is received by the 
querying party's computer, the query notification signal is 
received by a listing party's telephonic peripheral, and the 
consent/no consent Signal is generated by the listing party's 
telephonic peripheral. 

166. The improved method of claim 160 wherein the 
querying Signal is generated by a querying party's computer, 
the personal contact information signal is received by a 
querying party's telephonic peripheral, the query notifica 
tion signal is received by a listing party's computer, and the 
consent/no consent Signal is generated by a listing party's 
telephonic peripheral. 

167. The improved method of claim 160 wherein the 
querying Signal is generated by a querying party's computer, 
the personal contact information signal is received by a 
querying party's telephonic peripheral, the query notifica 
tion signal is received by a listing party's telephonic periph 
eral, and the consent/no consent Signal is generated by a 
listing party's computer. 

168. The improved method of claim 160 wherein the 
querying Signal is generated by a querying party's computer, 
the personal contact information signal is received by a 
querying party's telephonic peripheral, the query notifica 
tion signal is received by a listing party's telephonic periph 
eral, and the consent/no consent Signal is generated by the 
listing party's telephonic peripheral. 

169. The improved method of claim 160 wherein the 
querying Signal is generated by a querying party's tele 
phonic peripheral, the personal contact information Signal is 
received by a querying party's computer, the query notifi 
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cation Signal is received by a listing party's computer, and 
the consent/no consent Signal is generated by the listing 
party's telephonic computer. 

170. The improved method of claim 160 wherein the 
querying Signal is generated by a querying party's tele 
phonic peripheral, the personal contact information Signal is 
received by a querying party's computer, the query notifi 
cation Signal is received by a listing party's computer, and 
the consent/no consent Signal is generated by a listing 
party's telephonic peripheral. 

171. The improved method of claim 160 wherein the 
querying Signal is generated by a querying party's tele 
phonic peripheral, the personal contact information Signal is 
received by a querying party's computer, the query notifi 
cation signal is received by a listing party's telephonic 
peripheral, and the consent/no consent signal is generated by 
a listing party's computer. 

172. The improved method of claim 160 wherein the 
querying Signal is generated by a querying party's tele 
phonic peripheral, the personal contact information Signal is 
received by a querying party's computer, the query notifi 
cation signal is received by a listing party's telephonic 
peripheral, and the consent/no consent signal is generated by 
the listing party's telephonic peripheral. 

173. The improved method of claim 160 wherein the 
querying Signal is generated by a querying party's tele 
phonic peripheral, the personal contact information Signal is 
received by the querying party's telephonic peripheral, the 
query notification signal is received by a listing party's 
computer, and the consent/no consent Signal is generated by 
the listing party's telephonic computer. 

174. The improved method of claim 160 wherein the 
querying Signal is generated by a querying party's tele 
phonic peripheral, the personal contact information Signal is 
received by the querying party's telephonic peripheral, the 
query notification signal is received by a listing party's 
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computer, and the consent/no consent Signal is generated by 
a listing party's telephonic peripheral. 

175. The improved method of claim 160 wherein the 
querying Signal is generated by a querying party's tele 
phonic peripheral, the personal contact information Signal is 
received by the querying party's telephonic peripheral, the 
query notification signal is received by a listing party's 
telephonic peripheral, and the consent/no consent Signal is 
generated by a listing party's computer. 

176. The improved method of claim 160 wherein the 
querying Signal is generated by a querying party's tele 
phonic peripheral, the personal contact information Signal is 
received by the querying party's telephonic peripheral, the 
query notification signal is received by a listing party's 
telephonic peripheral, and the consent/no consent Signal is 
generated by the listing party's telephonic peripheral. 

177. The improved method of claim 176 wherein the 
querying Signal is received over the public telephone Sys 
tem, the personal contact information signal is generated 
over the public telephone System, the query notification 
Signal is generated over the public telephone System, and the 
consent/no consent Signal is received over the public tele 
phone System. 

178. The improved method of claim 160 further compris 
ing: 

counting the number of attempts by the querying party to 
obtain the personal contact information of the listing 
party, 

Shutting off a querying party from causing additional 
query notification Signals to be generated when the 
number of attempts to obtain personal contact infor 
mation exceeds a pre-established limit. 


