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To ali, whom it, pay concer. 
Be it known that I, PAUL A. GSTALBER, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Pittsburgh, in the county of Allegheny and 
State of Pennsylvania, have invented a cer 
tain new and useful improvement in Grain-- 
ing Tools, of which the following is a full, 
clear, and exact description reference being 
had to the accompanying drawings. 
This invention relates to graining appli 

ances, and is primarily concerned with the 
provision of a tool adapted for use in form 
ing interrupted lines in a graining con 
pound applied to the surface to be grained. 
A method heretofore employed for grain 

ing various surfaces embodies the applica 
tion of a distemper coat over a ground coat 
of flat paint on the surface to be grained, 
and the subsequent manipulation of Such 
distemper coat by means of a grain forming 
tool. Frequently the character of the lines 
so formed are too sharply defined, and to 
reduce this appearance it is customary to 
draw a comb over the surface Subsequent to 
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the grain forming operation. I have found, 
however, that the employment of a comb re 
quires considerable skill and frequently does 
not produce satisfactory results in that the 
grain structure formed is still unduly regul 
lar and repetitional in appearance. 
Accordingly, one of the objects of iny in 

vention is the provision of a tool which may 
be employed in lieu of a comb and still avoid 
regularity in the effect produced. 
Another object, is the provision of a tool 

which is adapted to be moved rapidly acroSS 
the surface to be grained and which does 
not require much skill or experience for its 
efficient use. 

In accomplishing the above objects, I pro 
vide a graining tool which is shown in the 
form of a rotary member, which is arranged 
to be conveniently operated by means of a 
handle. For producing the desired results, 

provide a working surface which com 
prises a series of ribs having the contact 
faces thereof interrupted by notches on that 
part thereof which is arranged to be brought 
into direct contact with the surface to be 
grained. r 

The means for accomplishing the above 

objects will be more fully set forth in the 
following description which relates to the 
drawings, and the essential characteristics 
of my invention will be set forth in the 
claim. 

in the drawings; Fig. 1 is a perspective 
of a graining tool embodying features of ny 
invention; Fig. 2 is a longitudinal section 
taken through the center of Such a tool; Fig. 
3 is a developed working surface of a grain 
ing tool constructed in accordance with my 
invention; Fig. 4 is a section taken on the 
line 4-4 of Fig. 3. 
My invention contemplates, in general, 

the provision of a rotary tool which is adapt. 
ed to be rolled over a surface to be grained, 
for breaking up the regularity of the lines 
which are left on the distemper coat by the 
grain forming tool. Accordingly, in Figs. 
1 and 2, have shown a rotary tool as em 
bodied in a core 10 which is preferably a 
cylindrical member, rotatably supported at 
11, in the free ends of a handle 12. This 
handle is shown as comprising a single strip 
of wire bent to a J-shape, the intermediate 
portion thereof comprising a handle which 
may be conveniently held in the hand of the 
Operator. 
To provide a Working surface for effect 

ing the results desired, I have shown a sheet 
of flexible material 13, which is arranged to 
be secured to the cylindrical portion of the 
core and to extend entirely around the pe 
riphery thereof. This sheet preferably.com 
prises a strip of rubber having a series of 
saw tooth ribs 14 which may beformed into 
the sheet during the molding thereof. These 
ribs are preferably positioned parallel to 
each other and arranged on the strip so as 
to extend around the periphery of the core 
in planes perpendicular to the axis thereof. 
The graining effect for avoiding the regu 

larity of lines, is obtained by interrupting 
the ribs. Accordingly, provide a series of 
notches on each rib and have shown such 
notches as being staggered on adjacent ribs. 
The form of notches, and the method of po 
sitioning them is simply illustrative, how 
ever, because it is possible to effect the same 
results by providing a series of ribs inter 
rupted in other form. I have found that 
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the regularitv of interruption as shown in 8s y D 
Fig. 3 does not produce any undesirable rep 
etitional effect in the work, since the grain 
ing coat has already been varied by the 
grain forming tool. 

in operation, this tool is rolled across the 
surface to be grained after the grain form 
ing tool has been moved over such surface 
by the usual combined rocking and drag 
ging motion. Since the core is free to rotate 
on the ends of the handle, it results that the 
Working surface of the tool leaves a series 
of interrupted lines on the distemper coat, 
which lines are spaced similarly to the lines 
on the working surface. The points of the 
various ribs separate the distemper mate 
rial, and the interrupted portions of such 
ribs leave the distemper coat undisturbed. 
I have found that a surface acted upon by 
such a tool, bleaks up the sharp edges left 
by the grain forming tool and provides a 

surface which is a very good representation 
of the actual grain. 

Having thus described inly invention, I 
claim : 
A graining tool comprising a cylindrical 

body portion, a handle secured thereto, a 
graining pad secured upon the said body 
portion, said pad comprising an integral 
resilient structure comprising a base por 
tion having a plurality of upstanding parall 
lel ribs thereon, said ribs extending entirely 
around the body portion of the cylinder, a 
series of notches in said ribs, said notches in 
each rib being arranged in staggered rela- 3 
tion with those in adjoining ribs, whereby 
the line of contact between the ribs and the 
surface to be grained is interrupted. 
In testimony whereof. I hereunto a ?ix my signature. 

PAUL A. GST ALDER. 
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