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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE

For use by riflemen. Constructed to swingably suspend
rifle barrel in a steadied aim-taking position, when the
rifleman is in a prone or modified shooting position. If a
rifle is held with the stock upon or against a relatively
firm rest it will “kick away” when fired. Both the )
sighting-in and (2) aim are spoiled. The present inven-
tion overcomes such exasperating field-shooting difficul-
ties.

A ————

Background of the invention

The present invention relates, generally categorized, to
portable firearms, principally rifles and handguns, and has
to do with a portable lightweight gun rest, more partic-
ularly, a frame-supported barrel holding swing which is
firm yet flexible enough to prevent “shooting away” in an
undesired manner and direction. Undesirable “shooting
away” is caused as is well known, by gun vibration, bar-
rel-whip and uncontrollable recoil when the rifle is fired.

A significant aspect of the concept is the provision of
a simple, inexpensive, light weight, readily portable de-
vice which is such that it can be carried on the user’s
trousers belt whereby it is available to him when field
shooting, especially when gunning for various pests and
varmints,

The reader can envision an in-use gun, a rifle for ex-
ample, which has been zeroed in so that its bullet is aimed
to hit the bull’s-eye coincident with the point-of-aim at
a given target range. Manifestly, if the rifle is held upon
a solid rest (of any kind or type) it will shoot upward
and away from the rest and will not hit the point-of-aim
for which it was zeroed. If the same rifle or gun is held
firmly against a solid rest at its left side the result will be
a hit to the right side of the point-of-aim. By the same
token, if the rifle is held against any ‘solid rest with con-
tact imposed on its right side, it will shoot to the left of
the’ point-of-aim. It follows that the rifle or gun will not
hit as intended, that is, when a solid rest or support is
utilized to prop up and steady the rifle.

The state of the prior art, generally speaking, is shown
in Kester’s Rifle Rest, Patent 2,847,909 which however is
structurally unlike the swing-type rest herein revealed. A
second and more analogous prior art prop-type rest is
shown in Hadley’s Gun Rest 3,235,998. The problem of
stabilizing a rifle is thought to be better solved by the inno-
vation hereinafter disclosed. To the ends desired a simple
inverted U-shaped wicket-like stand or frame is provided
and is equipped with a swing which is unique in that it
suspends the barrel and holds the rifle steady, much as
though supported upon a rigid prop yet provides the in-
herent yieldable and flexible properties desired in a man-
ner which, as repeated trial and error usage has shown,
well serves its intended purposes particularly when used
with the rifieman assuming a prone field-shooting posi-
tion.

Summary

Briefly, the invention herein disclosed comprises an in-
verted U-shaped frame constituting a stand or upright.
The legs are straight and have pointed lower ends capable
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of (1) being forced and anchored in the ground or other
terrain or (2) shoved through and friction fitted in holes
or slot means in a bench or table in a manner to provide

" a so-called bench-rest. It is thus feasible for practical and

controlled use with both rifles and handguns. Thus em-
ployed and equipped with a flexible swing or sling it
achieves the over-all result of sighting-in a gun, or field-
shooting it so that the gun shoots reliably with accuracy
and can be capably handled much to the gratification of
the user.

More specifically, novelty is predicated on a stiff but
bendable rod bent into U-shaped form and equipped with
a suitable leather or equivalent strap which is wrapped
around the bight and upper leg portions and whose free
ends are tied in a bow-knot, whereby to provide the de-
sired flexible swing-like rest.

These together with other objects and advantages which
will become subsequently apparent reside in the details
of construction and operation as more fully hereinafter
described and claimed, reference being had to the accom-
panying drawings forming a part hereof, wherein like nu-
merals refer to like parts throughout, and in which:

FIG. 1 is a view in perspective of the improved rifle
swing.

FIG. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary view of the section
line 2—2 of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a section on the horizontal line 3—3 of FIG-
URE 2 on an enlarged scale.

Description of the preferred embodiment

Broadly construed the underlying idea, as the title of
the invention implies, is to provide a feasible easy-to-car-
ry and ready-to-use device wherein an element which is
both flexible and possessed of inherent yieldable properties
provides a barrel suspension swing which when in use
is in a generally horizontal position and carried by a
wicket-like frame said swing being poised at a level to
support and cradle the barrel of the gun for controllable
and reliable aiming purposes.

The support means, more specifically, comprises the
aforementioned stand or upright 6. This significant part
comprises a bendable but stiff stout wire which in practice
is approximately 40 inches long and of a size and degree
of stiffness approximating that of #10 galvanized wire.
The wire, also referred to as rod stock, is bent upon it-
self intermediate its ends to provide an inverted U-shaped
vertically -elongated, relatively narrow’ stand of the type
shown in FIG. 1. The median or bight portion 8 is of
substantially semi-circular configuration and joins like de-
pending limbs or legs 10 which are straight and have
pointed lower ends as at 12 which in practice are capable
of being forcibly pressed into the ground in the man-
ner illustrated in FIG. 1. In actual practice, the legs are
spread apart approximately some six inches and are in
a common plane and of equal length. The barrel whip
and vibration resisting means, broadly speaking, is denoted
at 14 in FIGS. 1 and 3. This means is lateral to the longi-
tudinal axes of the legs 10 and is spaced below the bight
portion at the desired level to accommodate the barrel of
the gun or rifle in the manner suggested in phantom lines
in FIG. 1. To achieve the end results desired this cradling
and suspending means 14 is possessed of both flexible and
yieldable properties and is accordingly self-compensating
when properly used by an experienced hunter. The means
is also adjustable so that the desired slack, if any, may be
brought into being in the manner shown. More specifical-
ly, the cradling and suspension means 14 comprises a
length of leather (or equivalent material) strap, In prac-
tice, the strap is wound spirally around and down each of
the wire legs to an approximate distance of six inches in
the manner shown. The strap means is denoted generally
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by the numeral 16 and the windings or wrappings are
spirally wound as at 18. At the approximate points 20 on
both legs the strap ends are fashioned into half-hitches 22.
Then the free end portions 24 are connected together, that
is preferably connected by a bow 26 whose loops are de-
noted at 28 and knot at 30, the knot being at the approxi-
mate center of the barrel cradling means 14. This means
is also referred to as an adjustable swing.

In use, the rifle or other gun is placed so that the
barrel projects forwardly between the upper portions of
the respective legs 10 in such a manner that the end
of the barrel rests upon the swing at the approximate
central point, that is the knot area or zone 30. The wire
legs are pushed into the ground to a depth required by
the shooter’s position, height, type of ground and so
on. Then, with the shooter’s elbow and body in a stand-
ard prone or equivalent position, the rifle is supported
upon three points of anchorage, the elbows, the fore-
end swing. It follows that with this adaptation and ar-
rangement the barrel is elevated and held. This steadies
the gun and aim to a far greater degree than would be
possible without a gun rest, particularly one of the type
shown and described.

The herein disclosed rest is significantly and aptly ad-
vantaueous in that it holds the gun steady without caus-
ing it to swerve or “shoot away” from contact with a
relatively rigid surface. As any experienced shooter knows,
if the rifle is held upon a solid rest, it will shoot away
in a direction from that rest. If held against a solid
rest laterally, it will also shoot laterally and away from
the rest. It follows that both the sighting-in and aim
are exasperatingly spoiled.

It will be evident too that the swing shown and de-
scribed is adequate for support and reliable folding and
vet flexible enough to prevent shooting away in an un-
desired manner. It follows that a stand supported strap-
type or equivalent swing such as that herein shown and
described will serve the purposes for which the invention
has been devised and effectually used.

The foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the
principles of the invention. Further, since numerous mod-
ifications and changes will readily occur to those skilled
in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention to the
exact construction and operation shown and described,
and accordingly all suitable modifications and equiva-
lents may be resorted to, falling within the scope of
the invention as claimed.

What is claimed as new is as follows:

1. A gun rest comprising a portable inverted verti-
cally elongated relatively narrow U-shaped member con-
stituting a stand, said member having a pair of like co-
planar spaced parallel legs whose upper ends are joined
by an arcuate bight portion, the lower ends of said legs
being pointed and adapted to be embedded in the ground
or an equivalent support surface, and fiexible strap means
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spanning the space between and operatively connected to
the upper median portions of said legs, said means being
flexible and adapted to suspend and cradle the barrel of
a rifle aimed by a shooter in a prone shooting position
or a sitting position at bench-rest.

2. The structure according to claim 1 and wherein
said strap means embodies separable and connectible
end portions which are capable of being adjustably con-
nected by a knotted bow, and wherein said bow is situated
midway between said legs.

3. The structure according to claim 1 and wherein
said means comprises a strap of requisite length having
portions wrapped around said bight and leg portions,
respectively, and having free ends which can be separably
connected by an adjustable bow.

4. For use by a hunter, a prone-shooting rifleman for
example, a portable gun rest designed and adapted to
elevate and hold the forward end of a rifle barrel which
is zeroed. in so that its bullet will be projected to hit
coincident with the point-of-aim at a given range com-
prising: an inverted vertically elongated U-shaped frame
fashioned from a bendable self-shape-sustaining rod bent
upon itself between its ends and embodying an arched
bight portion and a pair of complemental depending co-
planar legs having lower pointed ends capable of being
forcibly pressed and anchored in the ground in a man-
ner to support said frame in an upright usable position,
and barrel-whip and vibration resisting means compris-
ing a flexible strap having a portion thereof intermediate
its ends wrapped around said bight portion and adjacent
depending parts of said legs and having free ends, said
free ends spanning the space between and being operative-
ly connected to cooperating median portions of said legs,
said free ends having terminal portions thereof separably
and adjustably connected together to provide a flexible
gun barrel swing.

5. The structure defined in and according to claim 4
and wherein said free end portions are not only flexible
but are possessed of inherent minimal yieldable prop-
erties capable of permitting the barrel to be adequately
supported and aimed in a manner to compensate for re-
coil action at the moment the rifle is fired.
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