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This invention relates to a musical toy for chil 
dren which is designed and adapted to be pushed 
in rolling contact with a floor or pavement to 
produce music, tunes or ditties. 
An object of the invention is the provision of 

a device of the indicated character which Will be 
simple and inexpensive of construction, yet of 
effectual and Substantial design. 
Another object is the provision of means in a 

device of the character mentioned by which the 
musical tones and tunes may be varied and 
changed at will by simple manipulations. 
With the foregoing, other objects of the inven 

tion Will appear from the embodiment of the 
invention, which by way of example, is described 
in the following specification and illustrated in 
the accompanying drawing, in which 

Figure 1 is a Section through a toy embodying 
the features of the invention; 

Fig. 2 is a transverse section on the line 2-2 of Fig. 1; 
Fig. 3 is an enlarged fragmentary detail Sec 

tion; 
Fig. 4 is a view of one of the strings. 
Referring now more particularly to the several 

views of the drawing, it will be apparent that the 
device includes two wheels or traction rollers 10, 
Which may be made of any suitable material, the 
same being made of Wood in the present instance 
and each being in the form of a disk and pro 
vided With a plurality of Sound openings 11. Use 
is made of two cupped disks of metal 12, each of 
which has a circumferential flange 13. One of 
the disks 12 is Secured to each of the rollers 10 
On the inside thereof by suitable fastening ele 
ments 14, such as pegs or nails, which paSS 
through the flange and are driven into the roller 
10. The disk 12 is arranged concentrically with 
respect to the roller and is smaller in diameter 
than the roller. Each of the rollei's 10 and the 
disk 12 secured thereto has axially alined holes 
15 and 16 therein, respectively, for a purpose 
to appear. Each of the disks 12 has a plurality 
of holes 17 therein spaced equidistantly, there 
being five holes in the present instance. Each 
disk also has a circular ridge 18, or in lieu of this 
ridge 18 there may be provided a plurality of 
protuherances adjacent the holes 17, respectively. 
Use is made of musical strings 19, which may be 
of wire or catgut, or any other kind of strings 
which will produce musical tones when vibrated. 
There are five strings 19 in the present instance 
according to the number of holes 17 in the disks 
12, one of the strings being shown in Fig. 4. Each 
string 19 has a steel bead 20 on One end and a 

(C. 46-47) 

loop 21 on its opposite end. One of the rollers 
10 has five winding keys 22 to correspond to the 
number of strings 19. Each of the keys is in the 
form of a split rivet or the like and its head 23 
having a kerf 24. The head 23 of each key is 60 
disposed on the outside of the roller 10 with the 
Split end protruding beyond the inner face of the 
'oller, as shown most clearly in Fig. 3. The 
Strings 19 are stretched or extend between the 
disks 12. Each string 19 passes through the 65 
hole 17 in the left-hand disk 12, and its steel 
bead 20 is disposed in contact with the inside 
face of this disk while the string is bent around 
the ridge 18 which serves as a bridge. The other 
end of the string 19 is passed through one of the 70 
holes J.T in the right-hand disk 12 and is bent 
around the ridge 18 which also serves as a bridge, 
and the loop at this end of the string 19 is en 
gaged with the adjacent key 22. Thus the strings 
19 are stretched or extend between the disks 12, 75 
and these Strings may be tuned by means of the 
keys 22, which may be rotated by a suitable in 
strument entered in the kerf 24 of each key. 
Use is made of a piece of resonant material, 

such as cardboard or pressed paper or fiber, cut 80 
to the desired size to form a tube or drum 25 
whose opposite ends are glued or fastened, re 
Spectively, to the disks 12 to constitute with the 
disks 12, a Sound-box. In this connection it is 
to be understood that each of the disks 12 is 85 
resonant, and will give to the strings 19 con 
nected therewith, added vibration, resonance, and 
musical tone and carry the same to the space be 
tween the disks and the rollers 10, the sounds 
passing through the Sound openings 11. The 90 
tube 25 as secured to the disks Serves to main 
tain the disks 12 and rollers 10 connected there 
With in the proper spaced relationship, and to 
make it possible to obtain the desired tuning ten 
Sion of the strings 19. The tube 25 also serves 95 
to enclose the strings 19, thereby giving added 
tOne and resonance. Use is made of a suitable 
handle connected with the rotatable structure in 
cluding the Sound-box and strings 19 hereinbe 
fore described, to push the same with the rollers 100 
10 in contact with a floor or pavement to cause 
rotational movement of the Sound-box. The 
handle 26 in the present instance consists of a 
single piece of stout wire which is bent upon it 
self to provide two end portions 27 and 28, re- lo5 
spectively, which are engaged, respectively, in 
the alined holes 15 and 6 of the rollers 10 and 
disks 12. The said portions 27 and 28 constitute 
trunnions on which the rollers 10 and the SOund 
box supported thereby rotate. . 110 
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In order to vibrate the strings 19 to produce a 

Series of tunes or ditties as the strings move with 
the Sound-box in the rotation of the latter, there 
is provided means in the form of a celluloid pick 
29, Or the like, Which is connected with the end 
portion 28 of the handle and is disposed within 
the Sound-box. It is to be understood that the 
pick can be inade either to vibrate single or dou 
ble. In the present instance One end of the pick 
29 vibrates one string and immediately thereafter 
the other end of the pick vibrates another string 
in the rotation of the sound box. By using an 
odd or uneven number of strings and by using a 
double pick, as illustrated, it is possible to obtain 
a maximum amount of tunes or ditties, since the 
pick vibrates the strings alternately giving three 
strings six tones or musical notes on one revolu 
tion, or, in other words, the five strings give the 
effect of ten notes or usical tones. By turning 
the keys 22, the strings 19 may be tuned to ob 
tail a wide range of tones. On each String, and 
thereby making it possible to produce a wide range 
of tunes or musical Sounds. 
I claim: 1. A musical toy comprising a rotatable sound 

box, musical strings engaged with and extending 
within Said sound-box, means engaged with the 
Strings to tune them, and means within Said 
sound-box to pick the strings as the sound-box 
is being rotated, to produce musical sounds. 

2. A musical toy comprising a sound-box, mu 
Sical Strings engaged with and extending within 
Said Sound-box, traction rollers on said sound box, 
a handle connected with said sound-box to ro 
tate it while said rollers are in contact with a 
suitable surface, turning means for the strings 
projecting exteriory tirough one of Said rollers, 
and means Secured to a portion of said handle 
and arranged Within said Sound-box, to pick the 
strings as the Sound-box is being rotated, to pro 
duce musical Sounds. 

3. A musical toy including a sound-box con 
sisting of a tubular raember and end members 
closing the Opposite ends of the tubula, nenbei, 

i all of Said members being made of resonant ma 
terial, musical Strings stretched between the end 
members within the tubular member, means for 
tuning said stirings, and ineans Within the Sound 
box to pick the strings to produce musical Sounds. 

4. A musical toy including traction rollers, res 
onant end nembers secured to said rollerg respec 
tively, a resonant tube having its opposite ends 
engaged with said end members respectively, said 
end members and the tube constituting a Sound 
box, tuning keys carried by one of said rollers, 

ing means within said sound-box extending radi 

- Sound-box, and means carried by One of said roll- . 

1,982,522 
musical strings, each of which has one end se 
cured to one of said end members and extending 
Within the sound-box in contact with the other 
end member and its other end connected with 
One of Said keys, and means within Said sound 
box to vibrate said strings as the sound-box is 
caused to rotate with said rollers. 

5. A musical toy including a rotatable struc 
ture having a Sound-box, inusical Strings connect 
ed. With and extending within Said Sound-box in 
spaced relation with respect to each other about 
the axis of rotation of Said sound-box, parallel 
to Said axis, means carried by Said Structure con 
nected with Said strings to tune then, and pick 

80 

85 

90 
ally from Said axis to pick one String at a time 
as the structure rotates. 

6. A musical toy including disk traction roll 
ers, cupped resonant end members secured to said 
rollers respectively and forming chambers there 
with between the rollers and end members, said 
rollers having sound openings therein coixin uni 
cating with said chambers, thusical Strings 
Stretched between said end nerabers in engage 
ment therewith, one end of each string extend 
ing into one of said chanibers, a key exten?ing 
through the roller adjacent the last-mentioned 
chamber and engageable with each String to tune 
the string, means to vibrate said stiings as the 
end inenbers are caused to rotate With Said iroll 
ers, and a resonant, part connected With S&id end 
members and enclosing the vibratory portions 
of Said stringS and Said last Inean S. 

7. A musical toy comprising a handle having 
means providing an axis, a structure rotatable on 10 
Said means and Which rotates in coi) tact with a 
traction surface when a Suitable pulling CY' pish. 
ing force is applied to said 3.indie, rea;is 
ried by said structure which produces 
Sounds when vibrated, means cariied by 
structure to tune the Second nieans, aid in ear:3 
connected with Said first-nentioned means to Wi 
brate Said Second means. 

8. A musical toy coin prising traction rolei's 
Spaced with respect to each other, ineans coin 
nected with said rolers foining & SCUInd-box ro 
tatable thereWitt, usical Strings engaged Wii 
and extending within said Sound-box, one end of 
each string being disposed exteriorly of said 
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ers and connected with said end of each string 
to tune said string, a handle providing an axis on 
which the rollers rotate, and reans carried by the 
handle to vibrate said StringS. 
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