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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE, 
ALEXANDER SWALLOW, OF BELOIT, WISCONSIN, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-HALF 

HIS RIGHT TO CY RUS LIBBY, OF SAME PLACE. 

IMPROVEMENT IN BURNISHER-HOLDERS. 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 67,953, dated September 21, 1875; application filed 
August 19, 1875. - 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, ALEXANDER SWALLOW, 

of Beloit, in the county of Rock and State of 
Wisconsin, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Burnisher - Holders 
and burnishing-block for burnishing boot and 
shoe heels; and do hereby declare that the 
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip 
tion thereof, reference being had to the ac 
companying drawings, and to the letters of 
reference marked thereon, making a part of 
this specification. . 
The nature of my invention consists in the 

construction of a holder or arm and burnisher, 
arranged with straps and bars connecting the 
burnisher and handle, so as to give the bur 
nisher a side motion across the lifts by a side 
motion of the handle, as hereinafter described; 
and it further consists in a shoe of peculiar 
construction, to hold and adjust the burnish 
e.S. 
To enable others skilled in the art to make 

and use my invention, I will proceed to de 
scribe the same with reference to the dra W 
ings. 

Figure 1 represents in perspective the arm 
or holder and burnisher. Fig. 2 represents a 
longitudinal vertical section through the same. 
Fig. 3 represents in perspective a burnisher 
detached. 
A represents an arm or holder, constructed 

of two plates, with blocks or studs (, to hold 
them at a requisite distance from each other, 
each plate having dovetail grooves in the 
lower edges, to hold the burnisher B, which 
has corresponding dovetails on the sides, as at 
b, Fig. 3. At the rear end of the burnisher B 
or its shoe B there is a slot, c, cut out to re 
ceive the bar d, which is coupled to the bur 
nisher by a pin, e, so as to form a flexible 

Said bar d is connected by a pin, f, to 
tle lower end of the straps C, which are piv 
oted at their upper end g to the plates of the 
arm A, in such a positin as to allow the lower 
end of the straps C to Öscillate in the opening 
A between the two plates of the arm or holder 
A. D represents a handle, pivoted at h be 
tween the two plates of the arm or holder A, 
the pivot h being near the forward end, so as 
to admit of a side vibration of the handle. E 

| represents a connecting-rod, coupled to the 
handle D at i, above the pivot h, and to the 
straps C at k, below the pivot g. 
It will thus be seen that the side vibration 

of the handle D will force back the rod E, 
causing the lower ends of the straps C to move 
lengthwise of the opening A', thus moving the 
bar d and burnisher B, giving to the latter its 
movements across the lifts of the heel, at the 
will of the operator, while being passed in a 
rotary motion around the heel. One of the 
side plates of the arm A is extended in rear 
of the other, and has a slot, l, through which 
passes a bolt, m, that secures the holder A to 
a slotted plate, F, that can be secured or piv 
oted to a bench or maehine. Between the arm 
or holder A and the plate F is a gib-plate, n, 
having transverse flanges, for the purpose of 
holding the arm or holder A in position, and 
to admit of its being adjusted to the different 
sizes and heights of heels. 
The shoe B', besides having dovetail grooves 

formed oil its sides to fit the groves in the 
plates of the arm A, has a dovetail groove cut 
in its lower face to admit a stone or metallic 
burnisher, B, the projection p fitting into a 
corresponding groove in the burnisher B. The 
forward end of the shoe B is provided with a 
set-screw, q, which passes through the lug r 
formed on the shoe, and forces the burnisher 
B against the projection p, and holds it firmly 
in position. 
In Fig. 3 is shown a burnisher made pre 

ferably of metal, with dovetail grooves cut on 
its side, so as to dispense with a shoe, as 
shown in the other figures. 
What I claim as my invention is 
1. The holder or arm A, provided with the 

bar d, straps C, connecting-rod E, connecting 
the burnisher with the handle D, as and for the purpose specified. 

2. The shoe B, with its guiding-grooves, 
holdingjaws, and slot for the bar-connection, 
substantially as and for the purpose described 
and represented. 

ALEXANDER SWALLOW. 
Witnesses: 

R. TATTERSHALL 
JOHN SANDHA.M. 


