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My invention relates to mops, more particularly to 
self-wringing mops, and the principal object of my inven 
tion is to provide new and improved constructions of this 
character. 
A mop made in accordance with my invention is of 

simple and economical construction, and yet provides for 
efficient wringing action with a minimum of effort. 
Through use of my invention, wringing may be effected 
by manual action at a place spaced from the mopping 
material and accordingly the user's hands may be main 
tained free of contact with the soiled water which is 
wrung from the mop. My invention also provides for 
wringing action with the mop head disposed within or 
immediately over a container, such as a wash bucket, so 
that the soiled water may be wrung from the mop and 
delivered directly into the bucket without splashing onto 
the floor or other surface. 

In the drawings accompanying this specification and 
forming a part of this application, there are shown, for 
purposes of illustration, various embodiments which my 
invention may assume, and in these drawings: 

Figure 1 is a broken perspective view of a mop illus 
trating an embodiment of my invention, 

Figure 2 is an enlarged fragmentary perspective view 
illustrating parts of my invention in greater detail, 

Figure 3 is an enlarged, fragmentary longitudinal sec 
tional view of the embodiment shown in Figures 1 and 2, 
certain parts being shown in another position by means 
of dot-dash lines, 

Figure 4 is a fragmentary, longitudinal sectional view 
of another embodiment of my invention, showing parts 
in one position, 

Figure 5 is a view similar to Figure 4 but with parts in 
another position, and 

Figure 6 is a perspective view of a compressible 
sponge block which may be used in the embodiments 
hereinbefore mentioned. 
My invention comprises a head carrying mopping ma 

terial and having portions movable toward each other to 
compress such material therebetween and also compris 
ing actuator means, preferably rotatable, to effect com 
pressing action of the head portions. 
With reference to Figures 1 through 3 of the drawings, 

the embodiment therein shown comprises a head 10 in 
cluding a pair of relatively rigid elongated plates 11, 12 
which are preferably formed of metal. The plates are 
joined together, as shown at 13, in the manner of a piano 
hinge, so that the plates may be generally folded together 
in the manner of hinge parts. 
The head i0 carries mopping material which is adapted 

to be compressed between the plates to effect wringing ac 
tion of the material. As herein shown, the mopping 
material is preferably in the form of a compressible 
sponge block 14 which may be of any suitable commer 
cially available cellulose sponge. The sponge block 14 
is removably secured to the head in position to underlie 
the plates 11, 12. 
As best seen in Figure 6, the sponge block is oblong 

formed by the hinge 13. 
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and of uniform thickness, although it will be appreciated 
that the block may be tapered in thickness to provide a 
thicker portion at the leading side of the block and a 
thinner portion at the trailing side. The block is prefer 
ably formed with a longitudinally extending groove 5 in 
its upper surface to receive the longitudinal protuberance 

This construction prevents 
bunching-up of the sponge and thus insures that the 
sponge will not interfere with compressing action of the 
plates 11, 12. 
A pair of rigid slats 16 (preferably of metal) are se 

cured, as by suitable cement, to the upper surface of 
the sponge block 14 and on opposite sides of the groove 
15. The slats support screw-studs 17 which are adapted 
to pass through apertures in the plates 14, 2. Nuts 18 
are threaded on the terminal portion of the studs 17 and 
provide means for releasably connecting the sponge 
block 14 to the head 10. 
The mop is provided with handle means 18 for man 

ual manipulation. The handle means comprises a handle 
19 which is formed with a longitudinal aperture 20 ex 
tending therethrough. A sleeve 2i is secured to the 
lower end of the handle, by pinning, force fit or other 
wise, so that the sleeve 2 is held against movement with 
respect to the handle. 

Secured to and extending downwardly from the sleeve 
21 is a skirt section 22, the lower end of which is split 
to form a plurality of feet 23 (here shown as three in 
number) which are bent cutwardly and secured to the 
upper surface of the plate 11 in any suitable manner, such 
as by spot welding. This method of attachment rigidly 
secures the handle means 118 to the head 10, and as best 
seen in Figure 3, the handle means is preferably secured 
at an angle to the head for ease of manipulation of the 
Innop. 

Extending through the aperture 29 in the handle 19 is 
a rod 24, preferably of metal, which extends outwardly 
of the top end of the handle and is formed to provide a 
hand hold 25. A screw 26 is rigidly secured to the lower 
end of the rod 24 in any suitable manner, such as by 
means of a pin or the like. The lower extremity of the 
rod 24 is journalled in the arm of a bracket 27 which is 
spot welded or otherwise secured to the skirt section 22. 
The screw 26 is formed with a relatively steep-pitch 

thread, and a nut 28 is cooperable with the screw. Dia 
metrically opposed pins 29 extend laterally from the nut 
28, and links 30 each have one end pivotally connected 
to respective pins. The other ends of the links 30 are 
pivotally connected to legs of a bracket 3 which is se 
cured to and extends upwardly from the upper surface of 
the plate 12. A slot 32 is formed in the skirt section 22 
for slidably receiving a pin 33 carried by the nut 28 for 
the purpose of preventing rotation of the nut. 

In operation, and when it is desired to compress the 
sponge to expel dirty water therefrom, a user grasps the 
handle 19 with one hand and with the other hand applies 
a turning force on the hand hold 25. Such turning force 
will be transmitted through the rod 24 to the screw 26 to 
effect rotation thereof. Proper rotation of the screw will 
cause axial movement of the nut 28 in a downward direc 
tion and the links 30 will exert a thrust on the plate 12 to 
cause the latter to swing to generally folded position with 
respect to the plate 11 and thus compress the sponge 
block between the plates, as shown in dot-dash lines in 
Figure 3. 

Release of turning force on the hand hold will cause 
the parts to assume mopping relation, as shown in full 
lines in Figure 3, and such return will largely be auto 
matic by reason of the resiliency of the sponge block. in 
the event the plate 2 does not fully return to mopping 
position, any pressure on this plate caused by mopping 
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action will immediately return the plate to the full line 
position of Figure 3. 

Since the user's hands are removed from the vicinity 
of the sponge block, the wringing action may be per 
formed without soiling the hands. Further, because only 
rotative force is needed to effect wringing action, the 
Sponge carrying portion of the mop may be disposed 
within or directly above a bucket during wringing action 
so as to insure that all soiled water will be delivered to 
the bucket. My invention provides a mop that is devoid 
of pivoted presser plates and is therefore compact enough 
so that most normally inaccessible places may be reached. 
With reference to Figures 4 and 5, the embodiment of 

the invention therein disclosed comprises a head 35 which 
is similar to the head 10 hereinbefore described and 
which includes a pair of plates 36, 37, hinged together 
at 38, as before. 
The handle means 39 comprises a handle 41 having a 

longitudinal aperture to receive a rod 40 which may be 
similar to the rod 24. Rigidly secured to and extending 
from the lower end of the handle 41 is a rigid tubular 
member 42 which terminates in off-set loops 43, 44. The 
loop 43 is pivotally connected to a bracket 45 which is 
secured to the plate 36, and the loop 44 is pivotally con 
nected to one end of a link 46. The other end of the 
link 46 is pivotally connected to a bracket 47 carried by 
the plate 37. As seen in Figures 4 and 5, the brackets 
45, 47 are disposed on opposite sides of the hinge-like 
connection of the plates 36, 37. 
The tubular member 42 is formed with screw threads 

48 and a screw portion 49 is disposed within the member 
42 and cooperates with the screw threads. The screw 
portion 49 is rigidly secured to the lower end of the rod 
40 and is formed with a socket 50 to receive a ball formed 
on one end of a link 51, the other end of the link being 
pivoted on the pintle pin of the hinge connecting the 
plates 36, 37. 

In operation, when the rod 40 is rotated in the proper 
direction, the screw portion is caused to travel upwardly 
in the tubular member 42 and such action causes the 
plates 36, 37 to swing toward each other, and compress 
the sponge mop therebetween, as seen in Figure 5. 

In view of the foregoing it will be apparent to those 
skiiled in the art that I have accomplished at least the 
principal object of my invention and it will also be appar 
ent to those skilled in the art that the embodiments herein 
described may be variously changed and modified, with 
out departing from the spirit of the invention, and that 
the invention is capable of uses and has advantages not 
herein specifically described, hence it will be appreciated 
that the herein disclosed embodiments are illustrative 
only, and that my invention is not limited thereto. 

I claim: 
1. A self-wringing mop, comprising a pair of normally 

substantially co-planar plates and a hinge joining said 
plates whereby they may be moved from generally co 
planar relationship to a V relationship, mopping material 
secured to said plates and compressed therebetween when 
said plates are moved to V relationship, a handle rigidly 
secured to one of said plates for manipulation of the mop, 
a screw rotatably carried by said handle, a nut threaded 
on said screw, means holding said nut against rotation 
yet permitting longitudinal travel thereof along said screw 
when the latter is rotated, and link means having opposite 
ends pivotally connected respectively to said nut and the 
other of said plates, whereby rotation of said screw causes 
pivoting action of said other plate relative to said one 
plate. 

2. A self-wringing mop, comprising a pair of plates 
and a hinge joining said plates whereby they may be 
moved to various relative angular positions, mopping 
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4 
material secured to said plates and compressed therebe 
tween when said plates are moved toward each other, a 
handle socket rigidly secured to one of said plates and a 
mop operating handle carried by said socket, a screw ro 
tatably carried by said handle, a nut threaded on said 
screw, said nut and said socket having cooperating pin 
and slot connection for holding said nut against rotation 
yet permitting longitudinal travel thereof along said screw 
when the latter is rotated, and link means having opposite 
ends pivotally connected respectively to said nut and the 
other of said plates, whereby rotation of said screw causes 
pivoting action of said other plate relative to said one 
plate. 

3. A self-wringing mop, comprising a pair of plates 
and a hinge joining said plates whereby they may be 
moved to various relative angular positions, mopping 
material secured to said plates and compressed therebe 
tween when said plates are moved toward each other, a 
handle socket rigidly secured to one of said plates and a 
mop operating handle having one end secured in said 
socket, a rotatable operating rod passing through said 
handle and having a screw at said one end of said handle 
and a hand grip member at the opposite end of said 
handle, a nut threaded on said screw, means holding said 
nut against rotation yet permitting longitudinal travel 
thereof along said screw when the latter is rotated, and 
link means having opposite ends pivotally connected re 
spectively to said nut and the other of said plates, where 
by rotation of said screw causes pivoting action of said 
other plate relative to said one plate. 

4. A self-wringing mop, comprising a pair of normally 
substantially co-planar plates and a hinge joining such 
said plates whereby they may be moved from generally 
co-planar relationship to a V relationship, mopping ma 
terial secured to said plates and compressed therebetween 
when said plates are moved to V relationship, a handle 
socket rigidly secured to one of said plates and a mop 
operating handle having one end secured in said socket, 
a rotatable operating rod passing through said handle 
and having a screw at said one end of said handle and a 
hand grip member at the opposite end of said handle, a 
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nut threaded on said screw and having a laterally project 
ing pin, an elongated slot in said handle socket for slid 
ably receiving said pin whereby said nut is held against 
rotation and yet is permitted to travel longitudinally along 
said screw when the latter is rotated, and link means hav 
ing opposite ends pivotally connected respectively to said 
nut and the other of said plates, whereby rotation of said 
screw causes pivoting action of said other plate relative 
to said one plate. 
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