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To al., Zwhon, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, DANIEL H.MUIR, of Lin 

coln, in the county of Lancaster and State of 
Nebraska, have invented certain new and use 
ful.Improvements in Shoe-Buttoners; and I 
do hereby declare the following to be a full, 
clear, and exact description of the invention, 
Such as Will enable others skilled in the art to 
Which it appertains to make and use the same. 
My invention relates to an improvement in 

shoe-buttoners, the object being to provide a 
simple buttoner to facilitate the operation of 
buttoning shoes; and it consists in certain 
novel features of construction and combina 
tions of parts, which will be hereinafter de 
Scribed, and pointed out in the claims. 
In the accompanying drawings, Figure 1 is 

a view in side elevation, and Fig. 2 is a view 
taken at right angles thereto. . 
A represents a flatplate of metal, at one end 

of which a hook 1 is formed. The other end 
is bent substantially S-shaped to form two 
finger-holds 2 and 3 to receive the first and 
second fingers or any other two fingers of the 
Operator, as the case may be, whereby a firm 
hold is had upon the buttoner. 
B is a slide comprising conveniently a piece 

of metal folded around the plate and adapted 
to slide thereon, the collars 55 at its ends con 
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stituting a means for limiting its movement, 
and a stop 6 on the plate being located in 
position to define this movement-that is to 
Say, With the collars on either side of it. 
The slide is furnished at its lower end with 

a foot 7, which is fitted to the side and back 
of the plate and preferably has a notch 8 at 
its extreme end whose function it is to engage 
the material in which the buttonhole is 
formed to push it from the hook or hold it 
While the hook is drawing the button hooked 
through. The foot performs the further func 
tion of extending the bearing of the buttoner 
upon the upper as the handle end is rotated 
axially first to the left and then to the right 
in clearing the button of the hole and bring 
ing it through, the buttoner being turned to 
the left while the button is drawn into the 
hole and then rotated to the right to bring it 
the rest of the way through. The edge 9 of 
this foot is rounded or beveled to facilitate 
this rotary movement of the buttoner. The 
foot by closely fitting the side and back of 
the plate prevents the material in which the 
buttonhole is formed from becoming caught, 

The slide is provided with a thumb-piece 
10 or a recess or equivalent means to receive 
the thumb of the manipulator whereby to op 
erate the slide as occasion requires it. In 
this sliding movement it will be observed that 
the space 12 between the plate and the finger 
holds is sufficiently wide to allow the slide to 
aSS. 

The device is a simple one, it is susceptible 
of being easily manipulated, and is effectual 
in the buttoning process. 
Although I have described but a single con 

might be made in the form and arrangement 
of the several parts described without depart 
ing from the spirit and scope of my invention, 
and hence I do not wish to limit myself to 
the exact construction herein set forth; but, 
Having fully described my invention, what 

struction it is obvious that slight changes. 
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I claim as new, and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is 

1. The combination with a plate having a 
hook at one end and a handle on the other 
end, and a stop formed at a point between 
the hook and-handle, of a sleeve comprising 
a piece of metal having collars thereon which 
surround the plate and by which the piece of 
metalis held on the plate, said collars adapted 
to strike the stop whereby to limit the sliding 
movement of the sleeve, and a thumb piece. 
on the sleeve for its easy manipulation, sub 
stantially as set forth. 

2. The combination with a plate having a 
hook on one end a handle on the other end 
and a stop formed at a point between the 
hook and handle, of a sleeve comprising a 
piece of metal folded around the sides and 
one edge of the plate, collars on the ends of 
the sleeve surrounding the plate, said collars 
adapted to hold the sleeve in place on the 
plate and strike the stop whereby to limit 
the sliding movement of the sleeve, and a 
thumb piece on the sleeve, substantially as 
set forth. 

In testimony whereof I have signed this 
Specification in the presence of two subscrib 
ing witnesses. . 

DANIEL H. MUIR, 

Witnesses: r 
A. W. LANE, 
G. E. DOWNING. 
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