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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, CHARLEs DANIEL 

BLACHFORD, of the city of Hamilton, in the 
county of Wentworth, Province of Ontario, 
Canada, have invented a certain new and use 
ful Combined Head-Rest and Chin-Support 
for Laying Out Corpses; and I do hereby de 
clare that the following is a full, clear, and 
exact description of the construction and op 
eration of the same. 

Figure 1 is a top view of the device. Fig. 
2 is a side view of the same with a head rest 
ing thereon. 
The invention relates to a simple, conven 

ient, and adjustable device for supporting the 
head of a corpse without a pillow, and also 
supporting the chin and keeping it in its 
place while the body is being laid out on a 
“laying-out” board; and its object is to al 
low the head to cool as quickly as possible, 
and keep it so, by removing all warm sub 
stances from it, as pillows, cloths, &c., be 
sides keeping the jaws and chin up to their 
natural position, without the use of a cloth or 
handkerchief being tied around the head, 
which disfigures the features and puts them 
out of their proper shape. .' 
The head-rest is adjustable, and can be ad 

justed to any desired height, and fixed there 
by thumb-screws. The chin-support is also 
adjusted by a strap and buckle, to suit differ 
ent-sized heads. 
By reference to the annexed drawing it will 

be seen that A is the base of a stationary 
stand, secured to a board, A'. The center 
portion is arched, and contains an opening, 
D. A perpendicular bar, C, is made to pass 
through the said opening. To the upper part 
of said bar is secured the head-rest B, com 
posed of two curved pieces of wood or metal. 

The rear piece is secured to the front one at 
its center, and its outer end has an enlarge 
ment with an opening, G, through it. An 
adjustable bar, F, passes through said open 
ing, and also through an opening, J, in the 
board A. At the top of said bar is affixed a 
hoop, E, to which are attached chin straps LL. 
Said straps are for passing under the chin 
support M, which is a curved plate of any de 
sired material, placed under the chin and held 
there by means of said straps pressing upon 
it, so that nothing touches the face only a 
small portion of the aforesaid plate. A small 
hole, c, is cut through the plate for one of 
the straps to pass through to attach it to the 
device when it is not in use. The extended 
circle E is made to extend out from the head, 
so that no part of it will touch the head, and 
no part of the chin-straps touch the face; con 
sequently no mark or impression is made on 
the face uf a corpse, as would be the case by 
compression of the face by a handkerchief or 
bandage, &c. 
A free circulation of air is allowed to sur 

round the head and face, and the features re 
tain their natural appearance. 
What I claim as my invention, and desire to 

secure by Letters Patent, is 
The combination of the head-rest A B C, 

adjusted by thumb-screw I, with the chin 
support EF, adjusted by the thumb-screw H, 
and the chin-straps L., attached to hoop E, for 
chin-plate M, all arranged substantially as and 
for the purpose specified. 

Dated at Hamilton, Canada, this 14th day 
of June, A. D. 1875. 

CHARLES DANIEL, BLACEFORD, 
Signed in the presence of - . . 

WM, BRUCE, 
GEO. E. LAMSDEN. 


