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UNITED STATES 
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PATENT office. 

HUGO W. NORBERG, OF FLINT, MICHIGAN. 
FIGURE TOY. 

Application filed December 16, 1926. serial No. 155,204. 
This invention relates to toys more par 

ticularly to what may be termed a toy of 
the type simulating a football player when 
kicking, and has for its object to provide, 
in a manner as hereinafter set forth a fig 
ure toy including a releasable ball-holding 
means for normally supporting a ball a Sub 
stantial distance above the base of the toy 
and further including means for kicking or 
punting a ball after the latter has been 
dropped on release of the ball holding 
means, under such conditions providing an 
amusing and pleasing toy as well as simu 
lating the action of a football player when 
drop kicking or punting. 

Further objects of the invention are to 
provide, in a manner as hereinafter set forth 
a figure toy which is simple in its construc 
tion and arrangement, strong, durable, amus 
ing when used, conveniently operated, and 
comparatively inexpensive to manufacture. 
With the foregoing and other objects in 

view the invention consists of the novel con 
struction, combination and arrangement of 
parts as hereinafter more specifically de 
scribed and illustrated in the accompanying 
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drawings wherein is shown an embodiment 
of the invention, but it is to be understood. 
that changes, variations and modifications 
can be resorted to which will fall within the 
scope of the claims hereunto appended. . 
. In the drawings wherein like reference 

3. 5 

when in normal position. 
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characters denote corresponding 
throughout the several views:- 

Figure 1 is a front elevation of a figure. 
toy in accordance with this invention and 

Figure 2 is a side elevation of the toy 
showing in full lines, the normal position 
theroof which is in inactive position, and 
further illustrating in dotted lines the posi 
tion of one of the legs of the toy during 
the kicking or punting of the ball. . . 

Figure 3 is a section on line 3-3 Figure 5. 
Figure 4 is a fragmentary view in section 

illustrating portions of the operating mech 
anism. . . . . 

Figure 5 is a section on line 5-5. Figure 1. 
Figure 6 is a section on line 6-6 Figure 3. 
Figure 7 is a fragmentary view in vertical 

section of a modified form of operating 
mechanism. 

Figure 8 is a fragmentary view in sec 
tional elevation of the modified form of op 

55 erating mechanism shown in Figure 7. . 
Referring to Figures, 1 to 6 of the draw 

parts 

end and the inner end of the arm 5 opp 
the opened side of the chamber 14. The said 

: open side is indicated at 15. The upper end 

ings, 1 generally indicates a figure represent 
ing a football player and consisting of a 
head 2, a body 3, a pair of arms 4,5 and a 
pair of legs. 6,7. The arm 5 is shiftable, 
as well as the leg 6. The arm 4 and leg 7 
are stationary. The normal position of the 
leg 6 is extended forwardly from the leg 7. 
The leg 6 extends forwardly at a downward 
inclination with respect to the leg 7. The 
position of the arms 4, 5, is such that they 
extend forwardly with respect to the body. 
portion 3. The arm 4 is provided with a 
hand 8 and the arm 5 with a hand 9. The 
hands are spaced from each other and are adapted to normally support or hold a ball 
10 forwardly of the body 3 and above the 
minates in a foot 11, and the leg 7 is also 
provided with a foot 12, the latter being 
fixedly secured to the base 13, for the pur 
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waist forwardly of the chest. The leg 6 ter 
75 

pose of maintaining the figure in an upright 
position. The arm 5 is so set up relative to 
the body portion 3, that it can be shifted 
laterally with respect thereto to permit of 80 
the ball 10 dropping towards the base 13. 
The leg 6 is so set up relative to the body portion 3 that it can swing rearwardly and 
forwardly to provide on its forward move 
ment for the kicking of the ball 10, when 
the latter is dropped from the hands 8, 9 
on the lateral shift of the arm 5 from the 
body portion 3. The arm.5, as well as the 
leg 6, is spring controlled. .. 
The body portion 3 is formed with a ver 

tically disposed chamber 14 which extends 
from a point in proximity to the upper end 
thereof to and beyond the lower end thereof. 
and said chamber 14 is also extended into the 
upper portion of the leg 6 and 7. The cham 
ber 14 opens at one side thereof at its upper 
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of the arm 5, on the inner side thereof, is 
formed with a flat portion 16 and an inclined 
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portion. 17. The flat portion 16 normally. 
abuts against the body portion 3 and is ar 
ranged forwardly, with respect to the in 
clined portion 17 and the latter from its 
point of joinder with the portion 16 extends 
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rearwardly and at an outward inclination. - y 

Fixed to the arm 5 and projecting in the 
opening 15 is a yoke 18. Pivotally con 
nected to the part 17, as at 19, and extending 
into the opening 15 is a link 20. Secured 
to the back wall of the opening 14 is a ver 
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2 
tically disposed rectangular plate 21 which 
is of less height than the height of the cham 
ber 14. The lower portion of the plate 21 is 
spaced from the back wall of the chamber 14 
to provide a clearance for a purpose to be 
presently referred to. The plate 21 has pro 
jecting forwardly from each side edge there 
of a pair of apertured ears 22, 23, and said 
plate 21 between its vertical median and the 

O ear 23 is formed with a verically disposed 
slot 24 which opens at the bottom edge of 
the plate. That side edge of the plate 21 
which is provided with the ear 22, has pro 
jecting therefrom at its upper end, a for 
wardly extending and upwardly inclined 
arm 25, which extends above the top edge of 
the plate 21 and terminates in a right angu 
larly disposed extension 26 which is posi 
tioned within the opening 15, see Figure 5. 
The extension 26 is positioned in the yoke 18 
and a pivot pin 27 is employed for pivotally 
connecting the yoke to the extension 26. 
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Arranged at the forward face of the plate 
21, is an actuating lever referred to generally 
by the reference character 28 and which con 
sists of an upper part 29, an intermediate 
part 30 and a lower part 31. The lower end 
of the upper part 29 is mounted upon a pivot 

30 
31 which is carried by the plate 21. The up 
per part 29 projects above the top edge of 
the plate 21 and is formed with a lengthwise 
extending slot 32. Mounted in the slot 32 is 
a pivot pin 33 which connects a pull bar 34 

intermediate 
4 ( 

therewith. The bar 34 is disposed at right 
angles to the upper part 29 of the lever 28, 
and has its outer end pivotally connected as 
at 35 to the inner end of the link 20. The 

part of lever 30 is offset with 
respect to the part 29 and extends at a down 
Ward inclination and provides means for 
maintaining the lower part 31 of the lever 
28 spaced a substantial distance from the 
forward face of the plate 21. The upper part 29 of the lever 28 normally 
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31 will be arranged at the upper portion of 
, the slot 24. That edge of the plate 21 which 
is provided with the ear 23, is also formed 
with a forwardly directed lug 36 to which 

55 
37 for the lever 28. 
is connected one end of a controlling spring 

o The other end of the 
controlling spring 37, is connected as at 38 
to the lower part 31 of the lever 28. 

Journaled in the ears 22, 23 is a spring 
controlled shaft 39 which carries the leg 6. 
The shaft 39 is manually operated in one di 
rection, against the action of its controlling 
Spring, to shift the leg 6 to the dotted line 
position shown in Figure 2. The shaft 39 
extends through the upper portion of the 

65 
leg 7, as well as projects laterally therefrom, 
and is provided with a finger piece or grip 

y inclines in 
a direction away from the arm 25 and the 
lower part of the lever 29 is upon a slight 
compound curve and inclines to the extent 
that the lower terminal portion of said part 
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40 to facilitate the turning of the shaft 39 
when it is desired to shift the leg 6 to the 
dotted line position shown in Figure 2. The 
shaft 39 does not project through the leg 6, 
but the latter is formed with a socket 41, 
see Figure 1, to receive one end of the shaft. 
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That end of the shaft which is mounted in 
the socket 41 is provided with a diametric 
ally, disposed opening 42, through which ex 
tends a securing pin 43 which is mounted in 
the upper portion of the leg 6, whereby the 
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latter is coupled with the shaft 39, see Fig 
ure 4. The controlling spring for the shaft 
39 is indicated at 44 and which has one end 
fixed to the shaft 39 and its other end fixed, 
as at 45 to the ear 22. The shaft 39 extends 
across the slot 24 and has fixedly secured 
thereto the hub 46 of a disk 47 provided 
with a cam face 48 arranged in the path of 
the lower terminal portion of the lower part 
31 of the lever 28. The hub 46 carries a 
radially disposed stud 49, adapted to engage 
a lug 50, carried by the ear 23 for arresting 
movement of the shaft 39 or rather for lim 
iting the movement of the shaft 39 when it 
is actuated by its controlling spring 44. The 
shaft 39 is shifted in an anti-clockwise di 
rection against the action of its controlling 
spring 44 and when the shaft 39 is released, 
it is moved in a clockwise direction by its 
controlling spring. - 
The normal position of the operating 

mechanism for the arm 5 and leg6, is as 
shown in Figures 1 and 3. If the shaft 39 
be moved in an anti-clockwise direction, the 
cam face 48 acting upon the lever 28 will 
provide for the upper part 29 of said lever, 
to move away from the arm 25, carrying the 
pull bar 34 there with, shifting the arm 5 
on its pivot 27 providing a lateral movement 
with respect to the hand 9, so that it will 
move away from the hand 8 and permit the 
ball 10 to drop. When the shaft 39 is moved 
in a manner as stated, the leg 6 is swung 
to the dotted line position shown in Figure 
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2 and shaft 39 is then released, the spring 
44 then moves the leg 6 forwardly and the 
foot 11 contacting with the ball 10 will 
kick or punt the same. When the shaft 39. 
is released, the arm 5 is swung to its nor 5 

mal position, such as shown in Figures 1 
and 2, by the action of its controlling spring 
37. The toy is so manipulated by the op 
erator, that immediately upon the dropping 
of the ball 10 from the hands 8 and 9, the 
shaft 39 is released so that the foot 11 can 
behifted forwardly to kick or punt the 
all. - - 

With respect to the modified form in Fig 
ures 7 and 8, the difference resides solely 
in the substitution of a cup-shaped member 
52, for the disk 47. The member 52 has the 
body portion thereof provided with a cam 
shaped groove 53 in which operates the lower 
terminal portion of the part 31 of the lever 

20 

125 

30 



1,633,456 - 

28. Otherwise than that as stated the con 

O 
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struction shown in Figures 7 and 8 is the 
same as that shown in Figures 1 to 6. 
The disk 47, as well as the member 53 

operates in the slot 24 and has the lower part 
of the plate 21 spaced from the back Wall 
of the chamber 14 where a clearance is pro 
vided for said disk 4 or member 52. The 
plate 21 is positioned above the bottom of 
the chamber 14 to further provide a clear 
ance for the disk 47 or member 52. The body portion 3 is cut away as at 51 to 
provide a socket for the upper end of the 
leg 6 and the rearward movement of the 
said leg 6, is arrested by the top wall por 
tion 52 of the socket 51, see Figure 4. 
Although the preferred embodiment of 

the invention is as illustrated and described, 
yet it is to be understood that changes in 
the details of construction can be had which 
will fall within the scope of the invention 
as claimed. . 
What I claim is: - 
1. A toy comprising an upstanding figure 

simulating a football player and having 
as a part thereof a spring controlled re 
leasable means for normally holding a ball 
in an elevated position and capable when 
released to provide for the dropping of the 
ball therefrom, said figure further having 
as a part thereof a normally projected spring 
controlled ball kicking element for kicking 
the ball when the latter is dropped, a spring 
controlled retaining mechanism for said 
means adapted when actuated in One direc 

tion to release said means, and a spring con 
trolled shifting mechanism for moving said 
element from normal position on the re 
lease of said means and for returning said 
element to normal position to kick the ball 
when dropped, said mechanisms having co 
acting parts to provide for the actuation 
of the retaining mechanism to release the 
ball when said element is moved from nor 
mal position. - 

2. A toy comprising an upstanding figure 
having as a part thereof a stationary arm 
and a normally locked pivoted arm coacting 
therewith to provide for holding a ball in 
an elevated position and capable when re 
leased to provide for the dropping of the 
ball, said figure further having as a part 
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thereof a normally projected pivoted leg 
to provide for the kicking of the ball when 
dropped, a spring controlled retaining mech 
anism within said figure for said pivoted 
an and adapted when actuated in one di 
rection to release said pivoted arm, and a 
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Spring controlled shifting mechanism car 
ried by said figure for moving said leg from 
normal position on the release of said arm 
and for returning said leg to normal position 
to kick the ball when dropped, said mecha 
nisms having coacting parts to provide for 
the actuation of the retaining mechanism 
to release said arm. 
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In testimony whereof, I, affix my signa 
I ture hereto. 

HUGO W. NORBERG. 


