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Abstract Title: Adjustable ironing board
(57) The ironing board 1 includes a board member 3

connected to a support structure 5. The ironing board
also has a base 7 for supporting the ironing board on a
surface and adjustment means 9 which permits the
position of the support structure relative to the base to
be adjusted (e.g. telescopically) to enable the height of
the board member to be adjusted relative to the
surface. The base may have a first leg 42 formed by a
pair of substantially parallel elongate tubes 40 and a
second leg 46 formed by a single elongate member 46
which is pivotally connected to the adjustment means
9. The board member may be made from two sections
11, 13 that are pivotally connected to one another to
permit the board member to be folded. An alternative
ironing board may have a partially hollow thickness and
a releasable latch means for retaining a support
relative to the board wherein the latch means includes
a release handle disposed within the board. A further
alternative board includes a support structure having a
footprint which enables the height to be adjusted to
maintain a constant footprint throughout a range of
board heights.
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Ironing Board

The present invention relates to an ironing board.

Conventional ironing boards typically comprise a one piece board, tapered at
one end, to which is attached a pair of collapsible legs that permit the ironing board to
be converted from a collapsed state, suitable for storage, to a deployed state, suitable
for ironing. The two legs are pivotally attached to one another about half way down
their respective lengths. An end of one leg is pivotally mounted to the underside of the
board towards one end of the board. An end of the other leg is slidably and pivotally
mounted towards the opposite end of the underside of the board so that the mounting
point can slide from the opposite end of the board towards the point to which the other
leg is mounted. Means are provided to lock the sliding pivot in selected positions
along the board. The sliding mount enables the legs of the board to be folded together
and towards the board to facilitate storage of the board and, when the board is in use,
the height of the board to be adjusted. However, a problem with such conventional
ironing boards is that, in the collapsed state, the length of space required to store the

ironing board is dependent upon the length of the board itself.

To address this problem ironing boards have been proposed which comprise a
foldable board that can be reduced to a fraction of its total length. It is then necessary
to provide legs for the board which can also be folded to a comparable size to the

folded board, as well as allowing for the height of the board to be adjusted in use.
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EP1783267A1 discloses an ironing board formed from two pivotally
connected parts enabling its length to be reduced by about half. Two legs are pivotally
mounted to one part of the board. Each leg comprises two parallel tubes connected to
a cross-member, forming a foot, at the ends remote from the board. So that the length
of each leg can be reduced to approximately the length of one part of the folding
board, and to provide height adjustment each tube is formed from two telescopic
members which may be locked relative to each other in a number of positions by way
of spring loaded pins. Each tubular member has a spring loaded pin, so there are four
in all. To adjust the length of the legs to deploy, collapse and adjust the height of the
board involves releasing all four pins, and adjusting all four tubular members to the
same length. This is time consuming and can be difficult for one person to carry out
on their own in particular because it is either necessary to invert the board, or to stoop

down in order to reach the legs.

An object of embodiments of the invention is to mitigate difficulties in

deployment.

According to an aspect of the present invention, there is provided an ironing
board comprising a board member connected to a support structure, the ironing board
further comprising a base for supporting the ironing board on a surface and
adjustment means which permits the position of the support structure relative to the
base to be adjusted to enable the height of the board member to be adjusted relative to

the surface.
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Advantageously, an ironing board according to the present invention can have
a single point of release for height adjustment disposed between the support structure
and base. The support structure and base can be independently collapsible making it
easier for them to be collapsed into a length less than that of the board, making the

arrangement suitable for use with foldable boards.

The adjustment means may comprise a moveable connection, for example a
slidable connection, between the support means and the base. The adjustment means
may comprise an engagement means to lock the position of the support structure

relative to the base.

The board member may be attached to the support structure. The board
member may be pivotally attached to the support structure. The board member may
comprise more than one section. Two or more sections of the board may be pivotably
and/or slidably connected. Each section may be arranged such that one section can

overlie the other. The board member may be foldable.

The base may be collapsible. The base may be free standing. The base may
comprise a first leg and a second leg. The two legs may be pivoted relative to one
another. One or both legs may be connected to the adjustment means. One or both

legs may be pivotally connected to the adjustment means.

The support structure may comprise a part of a leg of the board, the other part

of the leg forming part of the base.
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Accordingly, another aspect of the present invention provides an ironing board
comprising a board member, a first leg pivotally connected to the board member, the
first leg having an adjustable length, a strut for attachment between the first leg and
the board member thereby to support the board member and a second leg for

attachment to the first leg.

The board may comprise two or more foldable board sections. The first leg
may comprise two or more adjustable connected members. The members may be
slidably connected and/or may be telescopic. A releasable locking means may be
provided to lock the two members together. The strut may be pivotally connected to
the leg. The strut may also be pivotally and slidably connected to the board member.

The second leg may be pivotally connected to the first member.

According to another aspect of the present invention there is provided an
ironing board comprising a board member having an at least partially hollow
thickness, a support which is slidably connected to the board member and a releasable
latch means for retaining the support relative to the board member, wherein the latch
means comprises a release handle disposed substantially wholly within the thickness

of the board.

Locating the release handle within the thickness of the board helps to reduce
the volume of space required to store the ironing board, particularly when in a folded

state. Whilst the saving in space might be small as compared to boards with
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conventional release handles it can still be commercially significant when multiple
boards are being shipped, for example from a manufacturer to retailer, as the overall

shipping volume is reduced for a given number of boards.

The release handle may be moveable between two operative positions. If so,
the release handle may remain within the thickness of the board throughout its range
of movement between the two positions. The board member may provide a
substantially flat ironing surface and the release handle may be moveable in a plane

substantially parallel to the ironing surface.

The release handle may move substantially only in a plane substantially
parallel to the ironing surface. The release handle may pivot about an axis which is
substantially perpendicular to the ironing surface. Pivoting movement may be
provided by flexing of part of the handle. The release handle may be arranged to
move in a direction towards an adjacent edge of the board to release the support
member. The release handle is preferably disposed towards an edge of the board so
that it is operable by a hand, whilst gripping the board. The release handle may be
disposed towards one end of the board member, for example about three quarters

along the length of the board member.

Such a release handle is accessible to a user whilst in an upright stance and is
convenient to operate whilst gripping the board, for example when collapsing the

board.
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The release handle may be resiliently biased. Two, opposed release handles
may be provided at opposite sides of the board. One or both handles may be moveable.

One may be fixed.

The latch means may enable the support to be retained relative to the board

member in a number of different relative positions.

According to another aspect of the present invention there is provided an
ironing board comprising a board member, and a support structure for supporting the
board member over a surface, the support structure having a footprint, wherein the
support structure enables the height at which the board member is supported over a
base to be adjusted and maintaining a substantially constant footprint throughout a

range of different board heights.

The support structure may comprise two or more legs.

In order that the invention may be more clearly understood an embodiments
thereof will now be described, by way of example, with reference to the

accompanying drawings of which:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of an ironing board according to the invention in a
deployed state;

Fig. 2 is an underplan view of part of the ironing board shown in Fig. 1;
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Fig. 3 is an enlarged perspective view of an adjustment means of the ironing board
shown in Fig. 1;

Fig. 4 is an enlarged perspective view of part of the top of the ironing board shown in
Fig. 1;

Fig. 5 is an enlarged perspective view of part of the support structure of the board
shown in Fig 1;

Fig 6 is an enlarged perspective view of the engagement member of the board of Fig,
1;

Fig 7 is an enlarged perspective view of a release handle of the board of Fig. 1;

Figs. 8 to 12 show various views of the board of fig. 1 from a fully collapsed state to a
fully deployed state;

Fig. 13 is another embodiment of an ironing board according to the invention in a
partially deployed state;

Fig. 14 is an enlarged perspective view of an adjustment means of the ironing board
shown in Fig, 13;

Fig. 15 is an enlarged perspective view of the adjustment means shown in Fig. 14
from a different angle when the adjustment means is in a locked state;

Fig. 16 is a cross sectional plan view of the adjustment means shown in Fig. 14 when
in a locked state;

Fig. 17 is an enlarged perspective view of the adjustment means shown in Fig. 15
when in an unlocked state;

Fig. 18 is a cross sectional side view of the adjustment means shown in Fig. 14 when

in a locked state;
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Fig. 19 is a perspective view of the ironing board shown in Fig. 13 in a more extended
state and from a different angle;
Figs 20 to 22 show various views of the ironing board shown in Fig. 13 in a collapsed

state,

Referring to the drawings there is shown an ironing board 1 made from
powder coated steel and plastics material components comprising a board member 3
which is supported by a support structure 5. The ironing boérd further comprises a
free-standing base 7 <f0r supporting the ironing board on a surface and an adjustment
means 9. The adjustment means 9 permits the position of the support structure 5
relative to the base 7 to be adjusted to enable the height of the board member 3 to be

adjusted relative to the surface.

The board member 3 comprises two sections, a front section 11 and a rear
section 13, which both comprise an outer frame 12 that supports a powder coated steel
mesh surface 12a (partially shown in Figs 1, 2 and 4) upon which an ironing board
cover (not shown) may be placed for ironing. Two additional substantially parallel,
equally spaced apart frame elements 14 are provided on each section 11, 13 extending
along their respective lengths to provide additional strength and support for the mesh
surface. One section, referred to as the front section, 11 is longer than the other
section, referred to as the rear section 13. The front section is tapered at its free end in
the conventional manner of an ironing board. Other board shapes are, however,

possible.



10

15

20

The two board sections 11, 13 are pivotally connected to one another by way
of two steel links 15, to which each board is pivotally connected. The links are located
in recesses 17 provided in sides of adjacent ends of the two board sections 11, 13. A
rod 18 is inserted through the respective recesses 17 of each board section and
through apertures in each link 15, such that both sections 11, 13 can pivot about the
link 15 and be moved relative to one another. The links 15 enable the two board
sections to be moved from a collapsed state in which the two sections over lie each
other (for storage of the board) and a deployed state in which the two sections are

substantially coplanar (for use of the board).

A board support 80 comprising a U-shaped metal tube is welded to the
underside of the inner frame elements 14 of the front section 11 and extends beyond
that section so as to underlie and support the rear section 13 of the board in the
deployed state. Further board supports 81 also formed by metal tubing are welded to
the underside of elements of the frame of the rear section 13 and extend beyond that
section so as to underlie the front section 11 of the board in the deployed state and
therefore provide further support for the rear section 13. Of course, other

embodiments are possible where the various supports have different shapes or forms.

The support structure comprises two elongate, substantially parallel, powder
coated steel tubes 23. At one end, the upper end when the ironing board is in the
deployed state as shown in the drawings, the tubes 23 are received into a first plastic
moulding 100. The moulding 100 defines two spaced apart substantially circular bores

into which the tubes 23 are received with a close fit, and secured by any suitable
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means, such as a spring pin. To the top of the plastics moulding 100 are defined two
further opposed bores 102 extending in a substantially perpendicular direction to
those receiving the tubes 23. The bores 102 each receive a respective steel half shaft
19 which are introduced into the bores through respective apertures in the inner frame
member 14 of the front section 11 of the board member and secured into the apertures
by spring pins, thereby to pivotally secure the first plastic moulding 100 to the board

member 11.

In an alternative embodiment, the two tubes 23 are welded to a metal plate
which replaces the first plastic moulding, and a rod is welded to the plate to replace

the half shafts.

At the opposite end to the first plastic moulding, the tubes 23 are received into
two bores defined by a second plastics moulding 60, the two bores being spaced apart
by the same amount as those of the first plastic moulding. A powder coated steel rod
90 extends from a further bore defined in the first plastic moulding 100 to a bore
defined by the second plastic moulding 60, so that it extends generally between the

two tubes 23.

A powder coated steel strut 25 is pivotally mounted relative to the two tubes
23, between the members so that the strut 25 moves with the tube 23. A rod 26
extends perpendicularly from the inner frame elements 14 towards the end of the strut

25 remote from the tubes.
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The two tubes 23 each extend through respective open ended cylinders 38
defined by a third plastics moulding 9, forming an adjustment means, so that the tubes
23 can slide relative to the third plastics moulding 9. Mounted to the third plastics
moulding 9 is a pivotally mounted engagement member 92. The engagement member
comprises a plastics moulding forming a handle and housing of hardened steel, or
other suitable material, chock plate 93 and a helical spring 94. The engagement
member is pivotally mounted to the third plastics moulding 9 such that chock plate 93
is urged into frictional engagement with the rod 90 by the helical spring 94, thereby to
prevent the tubes 23 sliding through the open ended cylinders 38 unless the

engagement member is released by pivoting it against the resilient bias.

Variations are of course possible to the engagement means. Other
arrangements are possible to selectively prevent and permit relative movement
between the tubes 23 and the third plastics moulding 9. For example, with the
described arrangement, where the rod 90 is supported at both its ends, it is important
that the two tubes 23 and rod 90 are parallel to a sufficient tolerance that they can
move freely through the third plastics moulding 9 when the engagement means is
released. This requirement can be reducedv in an alternative arrangement where the rod

90 is only mounted at one of its ends.

The front section 11 of the board member 3 is supported by the support
structure via the half shafts 19 fitted into the first plastics moulding 100 described
above, so that the front section of the board can pivot relative to the first plastics

moulding 9 and tubes 23. Opposite ends of the rod 26 which extends from the strut 25



10

15

20

12

are each received into respective moulded plastics sliding members 27 which are
slidably mounted into respective channels defined by the two inner frame elements 14
of the front section 11 of the board member. The two sliding members 27 may each
be locked in a selected position relative to the first section 11 of the board member by

respective latch mechanisms 30.

Each latch mechanism 30 comprises a plastics release handle 31 that is fixed
at one end to the outer face 32 of the inner frame element 14. The handle 31 is formed
from a resiliently flexible plastics material and inherently resiliently biased such that
its free end is urged toward the frame element 14, but can be flexed and moved away
from the frame element 14. The free end of the handle comprises a generally wedge
shaped edge 33 that extends through a corresponding aperture in the frame element 14
so that it protrudes in to the channel defined by the frame element in which the sliding
member 27 moves. The wedge shaped edge of the handle 31 permits the sliding
element to pass when moving from the free, tapered, end of the first section of the
board member to the other, but prevents it passing in the reverse direction unless the
handle is urged away toward the outer edge of the section withdrawing the wedge
shaped edge through the aperture in the frame element 14. The handle 31 also
comprises a stop formation 34 which prevents movement of the sliding members

beyond the stop, regardless of the position of the handle.

The free standing base 7 comprises a first leg 42 formed by a pair of
substantially parallel elongate tubes 40 connected to a common foot 44. These are

received into the plastics moulding 9 forming the adjustment means, and extend with
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a close sliding fit through formations defined by the third plastics moulding 60 so that
when the engagement member 92 is released the tubes 23 of the support structure can
slide relative to the tubes 40 of the legs. A second leg is formed by a single elongate
member 46, connected to a single foot 50. This leg 46 is pivotally connected to the
third plastics moulding 9. A retainer 52 is pivotally mounted to the pair of legs 40 and
extends around the second leg 46 to limit the angular separation of the first and
second legs so that the legs can easily be opened to provide a stable base for the

ironing board. The illustrated retainer is U-shaped. Other shapes are possible.

In use a fully collapsed ironing board 1 as shown in fig. 8 is stood up on a
supporting surface via its two legs 42, 46. The second leg 46 is pivoted away from the
first leg 42 to the maximum extend permitted by the retainer 52 as shown in fig. 9.
The lever 92 of the adjustment means is then depressed and the support structure 5 is
slid up through the adjustment means 9 to a desired height and the lever 92 is then
released to lock the adjustment means against the spine 90 of the support structure 5.
The ironing board is now in the state shown in fig. 10. The folded board member 3 is
then rotated upwardly away from the tubes 23 of the support structure 5 until the strut
25 becomes locked in place by the latch mechanism 30, with the sliders 27 passing the
wedge shaped edges 33 of the handles 30, as shown in fig. 11. At this stage the stop
formations 34 of the handles 31 prevent the board member 3 being raised significantly
above the intended working position, which is useful when the ironing board is being
used. The rear section 13 of the board member 3 is then pivoted away from the front
section 11 until it abuts the board support 80, the supports 81 abut the underside of the

front section of the board 11, and the rear section 13 lies adjacent to and substantially
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coplanar with the front section 11. The height of the board above the surface can then
be further adjusted if desired by varying the position of the support structure 5 relative

to the base 3 via the adjustment means 9.

The ironing board 1 may be collapsed by reversing these steps, it being
appreciated that the two handles 31 must be pulled away from each other to release
the strut 25 and allow the board to fold down towards the support means. Release of
the two handles is a two handed operation, but the handles can easily be operated
whilst gripping opposite sides of the board section adjacent the handles, so that the

board section can be lowered gently when the latches have been released.

Each of the steps involved in erecting and collapsing the ironing board can
easily be carried out by one person, whilst standing. Adjustability of the height of the
board can also easily be achieved by one person, and the board can be collapsed

substantially into the length of the front section 11 of the board member.

Referring to Figures 13 to 22, in an alternative embodiment, the adjustment
means 9, which is predominantly made from moulded plastics material, defines two
open ended cylinders 38 through which extend the two tubes 23. An upper part 200 of
the adjustment means 9 is detachably mounted to the rest of the body and held in
place by a clamp bolt 218. The upper part 200 is made from die cast metal and serves

as a clamp plate for retaining the tubes 23 relative to the adjustment means 9.
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The clamp plate 200 and the adjacent section of the body 210 both define
substantially semi-circular formations that extend in a direction substantially parallel
to the tubes 23. The semi-circular formations are arranged on the clamp plate 200 and
adjacent portion of the body 210 such that, when the clamp plate 200 is brought
adjacent the body 210, the semi-circular formations on the clamp plate 200 face
corresponding semi-circular formations on the body 210 to from cylinders thereby
extending the overall length of the two cylinders 38. The semi-circular formations on
the body 210 have small angular projections 212 that extend out from and along the
surface of the semi-circular formations in a direction substantially parallel to the tubes

23.

A hole 216 is defined in the clamp plate 200 and extends through the clamp
plate 200 between the two semi-circular formations and through the wall of the
adjacent part of the body 210. The clamp bolt 218 extends through the cam hole 216
such that the bolt head 220 abuts the outer wall of the clamp plate 200 and the bolt
end 222 extends beyond the outer wall of the body 210. A recess 224 is provided in
the outer wall of the clamp plate 200 into which the bolt head 220 may be securely

seated.

A cam lever 230 made from extruded aluminium is pivotally attached to the
outer wall of the body 210 to enable the lever 230 to be moved between a locked and
an unlocked state. The bolt end 222 is connected to the cam lever 230 such that
movement of the lever 230 urges the bolt head 220 toward or away from the body 210.

Pivoting the cam lever 230 toward the body 210 urges the bolt head 220 and, hence,
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clamp plate 200 toward the body 210 thereby reducing the diameter of the cylinders
38 and locking the tubes 23 in place. Pivoting the cam lever 230 away from the body
210 releases the bolt 218 and urges it away from the body 210 thereby releasing the
tubes 23 from the locked position and permitting them to be moved relative to the

adjustment means 9.

The outer wall of the body 210 is shaped and configured such that it conforms
to the adjacent surface of the cam lever when pivoted toward the body 210 thereby
permitting the cam lever 230 to be securely seated against the body 210 when in a

locked position.

Two closed ended cylinders 240 made from moulded plastics material are
pivotally attached to opposite sides respectively of the adjustment means 9. Each
cylinder 240 receives an end of a tubular leg 242 made from powder coated stainless
steel. The tubular legs 242 extend away from the adjustment means 9 a distance
substantially equal to the other legs 40 of the base 7. The tubular legs 242 are
connected at their other end by a common foot which serves to stabilise the ironing
board in a deployed free standing state. A retainer 244 is pivotally attached to each
adjacent leg 40 of the base 7 to limit movement of the pivoting legs 242. Each retainer
244 forms a loop around pivot pins 246 that extend through adjacent pivoting legs 244.
The loops of the retainers 244 permit the pivot pins 246 to slide along a substantially
linear path so that the pivoting legs 242 can be moved between extended and
deployed states whilst restricting movement of the legs 242 to a maximum

displacement away from the other pair of legs 40 of the base 7.



17

In all other aspects, the second embodiment is substantially equal in

construction and method of operation as the first described embodiment.

It is of course to be understood that the above embodiments have been
described by way of example only and that many variations are possible without

departing from the scope of the invention.
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An ironing board comprising a board member connected to a support
structure, the ironing board further comprising a base for supporting the
ironing board on a surface and adjustment means which permits the
position of the support structure relative to the base to be adjusted to enable
the height of the board member tol be adjusted relative to the surface.

An ironing board as claimed in claim 1, wherein the adjustment means
comprises a moveable connection between the support means and the base.

An ironing board as claimed in claim 2, wherein the moveable connection
is a slidable connection.

An ijroning board as claimed in any preceding claim, wherein the
adjustment means comprises an engagement means to lock the position of
the support structure relative to the base.

An ironing board as claimed in any preceding claim, wherein the board
member is attached to the support structure.

An ironing board as claimed in claim 5, wherein the board member is
pivotally attached to the support structure.

An ironing board as claimed in any preceding claim, wherein the board
member comprises more than one section.

An ironing board as claimed i claim 7, wherein two or more sections of
the board may be pivotably and/or slidably connected.

An ironing board as claimed in claim 7 or claim 8, wherein each section is

arranged such that one section can overlie the other.
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10.

11

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

19

An ironing board as claimed in any of claims 7 to 9, wherein the board
member is foldable.

An ironing board as claimed in any preceding claim, wherein the base is
collapsible.

An ironing board as claimed in any preceding claim, wherein the base is
free standing.

An ironing board as claimed in any preceding claim, wherein the base
comprises a first leg and a second leg.

An ironing board as claimed in claim 13, wherein the two legs are pivoted
relative to one another.

An ironing board as claimed in claim 13 or claim 14, wherein one or both
legs are connected to the adjustment means.

An ironing board as claimed in claim 15, wherein one or both legs are
pivotally connected to the adjustment means.

An ironing board as claimed in any of claims 13 to 16, wherein the support
structure comprises a part of a leg of the board, the other part of the leg
forming part of the base.

An ironing board as claimed in any of claims 13 to 17, wherein the first leg
has an adjustable length and is pivotally connected to the board member,
the ironing board further comprising a strut for attachment between the first
leg and the board member thereby to support the board member and a
second leg for attachment to the first leg.

An ironing board as claimed in claim 18, wherein the first leg comprises

two or more adjustable connected members.
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20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

20

An ironing board as claimed in claim 19, wherein the members are slidably
connected.

An froning board as claimed in claim 19 or claim 20, wherein the members
are telescopic.

An ironing board as claimed in any of claims 19 to 21, wherein a releasable

focking means is provided to lock the two members together.

 An ironing board as claimed in any of claims 18 to 22, wherein the strut is

pivotally connected to the leg.

An ironing board as claimed in claim 23, wherein the strut is also pivotally
and slidably connected to the board member.

An ironing board comprising a board member having an at least partially
hollow thickness, a support which is slidably connected to the board
member and a releasable latch means for retaining the support relative to
the board member, wherein the latch means comprises a release handle
disposed substantially wholly within the thickness of the board.

An ironing board as claimed in claim 25, wherein the release handle is
moveable between two operative positions.

An ironing board as claimed in claim 26, wherein the release handle
remains within the thickness of the board throughout its range of movement
between the two positions.

An ironing board as claimed in any of claims 25 to 28, wherein the board
member provides a substantially flat ironing surface and the release handle

is moveable in a plane substantially parallel to the ironing surface,
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29.

30.

31

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

21

An ironing board as claimed in claim 28, wherein the release handle moves
substantially only in a plane substantially parallel to the ironing surface.

An ironing board as claimed in any of claims 25 to 29, wherein the release
handle pivots about an _axis which is substantially perpendicular to the
ironing surface.

An ironing board as claimed in claim 30, wherein pivoting movement is
provided by flexing of part of the handle.

An ironing board as claimed in any of claims 25 to 31, wherein the release
handle is arranged to move in a direction towards an adjacent edge of the
board to release the support member.

An ironing board as claimed in claim 32, wherein the release handle is
disposed towards an edge of the board so that it is operable by a hand,
whilst gripping the board.

An ironing board as claimed in any of claims 25 to 33, wherein the release
handle is disposed towards one end of the board member.

An ironing board as claimed in claim 34, wherein the release handle is
disposed about three quarters along the length of the board member.

An ironing board as claimed in any of claims 25 to 35, wherein the release
handle is resiliently biased.

An ironing board as claimed in any of claims 25 to 36, wherein two,
opposed release handles are provided at opposite sides of the board.

An ironing board as claimed in claim 37, wherein one or both handles is
moveable.

An ironing board as claimed in claim 38, wherein one is fixed.
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40.

41.

42.

43,

22

~An ironing board as claimed in any of claims 25 to 39, wherein the latch

means enables the support to be retained relative to the board member in a
number of different relative positions.

An ironing board comprising a board member, and a support structure for
supporting the board member over a surface, the support structure having a
footprint, wherein the support structure enables the height at which the -
board member is supported over a base to be adjusted and maintaining a
substantially constant footpriht tl;roughout a range of different board
heights.

An ironing board as claimed in claim 41, wherein the support structure
comprises two or more legs.

An ironing board as substantially hereinbefore described with reference to

the accompanying drawings.
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