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1
This invention-relates to garment cushions.and
particulatly ‘to that type intended to-aveid injury
and -diseomfort to the sitting area of the wearer.
‘Persons wWhose cccupation, age or infirmities

Tequire then to sit Tor long periods -are gapt to =

experience discomfort when seated-cn-a rélatively
hard seat, especially if they are not-stout, dueto
the excessive pressure on -the ischium “bone -on
which the weight-of ‘the ‘body principally restsin
the ordinary sitting position. ‘Seat:cushions are
not always avaiigble for such “persens, mor for
those sitting -outdoors -as on park -benches:.or on
the tree stumps, ‘rocks -or the ground at picnie
or scenic areas. ‘Consequently, discomfort caused
py the hard seat or injuries due’to splinters from
wooden seats, or at least -excessive wear of the
fdbric seat-of the outer sarment causing an-un-
desirable shine at-said seat, are not finfreguent.

The present invention thereforecontemplates.
the provision of ‘normally ‘concesled cushicning
mesans -adapted to be wern on ‘the -outside .of "a
nether undergarment or-on theinside:of-a nether
outer garment, at the seat of such garment, to
protect the:sitting drea -of "the wearer -agamst
discomfortandinjury. ’ ‘

The ‘invention further ‘contemplates ‘the pro-
vision -of ‘a sibstantidlly fiat, jhexpensive, light
weight, resilerit cushion :of such. dimensions and
shape ds to be :substantislly unnoticesble when

worn, ‘for ‘cushioning “the sitting :area of fhe g

wearer ‘when the ‘wearer is ‘seated, the cushion
beingso associated with:asgarment:as to bexread-~
ity removdble theréfrom when the garment is ko
be cleaned or laundered, an easily washable.cover
or ‘pocket for the ‘cushion being provided to
maintain ‘the ‘cushicn in -a «€lean :condition for
transfer from one garment to-another when:de-
sired. ‘

" The invention Turther contemplates the pro-
vision of a pair of similar yieldable cushions of
inexpensive sheet ‘material -each designed to At
and to protect half ‘of the sitting area of ‘the
wearer and-eaéh movable independently :of the
other ‘to accommodate itself to ‘peculiarities «of
the ‘individual -wearer, and of means for :ade-
quately bub removably -securing the cushions to
& garment against slipping -around inside of the
clothes, the securing ‘means being -atjustable to
compensate “for ‘the different -sizes -of different
individuals.

The invention further. contemplates the pro-
vision of 'a pair of:seat cushions, cnefor:each leg
and:adapted to be worn inside:of a: nether: outer
garment soas:to beincperative:and unnoticeable

when the wearer.is standing or-walking without -
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interfering -with -any movement of the body :or
with-dressing orundressing and when adjusted to
the required height, becoming properly positioned
at the:sitting :area :0f the wearer as the wearer
is:seated.

"The wvarious objects -of :the “invention will he
dlear from the -description which “féllows :and
from “the-drawing,in which

‘Fig. 1is:a rear ¢levational view -of -a nether
undergarment such-as men’s drawers or women’s
bloomers, showing -one form of the seat-cushions
appiied thereto. )

Fig.'2 is-a front €levational view, with :part of
the front cover removed, -6f o separate -pair -of
cushions adapted to be inserted into and worn
in'the interior of a nether-outer garment.

“Fig. 3 'is ‘an -enlarged ‘fragmentary ‘horizontal
sectional view.of the-cushion assembly ‘taken on
theline'3—3 oI Fig. 1.

TFig. 4 is o fragmentary perspective view with
part.of the:front removed, of @ nether cuter gar-
ment :such as a wkirt or ‘trousers showing the
cushions vremovably pinned ‘thereto and 4lso
shnyaing part .of the ‘cushion cover ‘removed.

F1g %H is an-enlarged fragmentary horizontal
seci;mnall view -of another form ‘the -cushion as-
senilly, ‘the section being taken-on the line 5—5§
of ‘Fig. 2.

) Fig.6 is:an enlarged fragmentary vertical sec-
tional view .of the:cushion -assemibly taken.on the
line &—:Bof Fig. 2.

Fig. 7 :is 2 front elevational wiew ¢f another
modified form of the cushion,

It will be ‘understoed that the smeat cushions
are preferably made dn pairs forindividual -ad-
justment $o the :person without interfering with
the croteh, thatthey:may he arranged in:pockets
on.an undergarment «or “withinscovers ‘which aze
not direcily sscured to :any garment, that they
may heworn with any type of garment:and.can
Il?ée gg‘rlré%vegl orf:repllaced at:any time but need e

emoverd anly for-cleaning purposes :or: tran
ferfo.other clothes. § Prirposes or-for frans-

~n :that illustrative -.embodiment .of the inven-
tion :shown in Figs, 1 wmnd '3, suitable -similar
packets:as 10 and 44 ave formed in-any suitdble
manner o ‘be later explained:in more detgail -on
the rear:surface 12-of :a nether :‘undergarmeni% 42
such ias @ pair -of shorts, drawers :or Hloomers.
Bachoof the:pockets is:open both. at the top-edge
14 ‘thereof and.at the bottom «edge 15, bub the
opening dnthe fop edge 45 of Jesser width “than
that iin -the ‘hottom edge to insure ‘against -any
danger-of the cushion creeping ‘upwardly -out -of

; -the jpocket. A:suitable substantially -fiat .cushion
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16 is inserted into the pocket as by passing the
upstanding strap 1T thereof upwardly through
the relatively wide bottom opening and then
through the relatively narrow top edge opening
and then pulling upwardly on the strap to draw
the required length of the strap out of the pocket
and to pull the cushion {8 completely into the
pocket. Preferably as shown, the pocket is some-
what higher than the height of the cushion to
permit the cushion to be adjusted vertically with-
in the pocket by puliing out the straps more or
less. To secure the cushion in its adjusted posi-
tion, the attaching strap {7 is provided with a
series of vertically spaced apart button holes 18,
19 and 20 as well as vertically spaced pairs of
horizontally aligned pin-receiving holes as 21, 22.

To adjust the cushion within the pocket rela-
tively to the surface 12 of the garment, the

cushion and its strap are raised or lowered in-

the pocket to position the cushion according to
the requirements of the wearer, whereafter the
button 23 on the waistband 24 of the garment is
passed through the nearest button hole of the
strap. If no buttons are wanted or provided on
the waistband, the strap is secured in any other
suitable manner as by means of a safety pin 25
(Fig. 4) passed through a selected pair of pin
holes 21, 22 in the strap and through the waist~
band. Obviously, any other well known means
for atfaching a garment to the body may be
used to hold the straps 17, such as a belt, band
or the like.

The pocket itself may be made of one or more
pieces of fabric overlying the surface 12 of the
garment and stitched thereto at the side edges
of the overlying piece. As shown, the pocket
10 is formed by stitching the inturned inner side
edge portion 26 of the overlying piece of fabric
to the rear of the garment as by the stitching
27. The other or outer side edge portion is in-
turned and similarly stitched by the stitching
29. The pocket 1 is similarly formed of another
similar overlying piece of fabriec. If it is desired
that a single piece of fabric be used, said piece
is similarly stitched to the garment at the side
edges of the piece as by the stitching 29 and is
also stitched along its middle by a vertical line
of stitching to form the twe pockets In an ch-
vious manner. The upper edge of the overlying
sheet is preferably reduced in width adjacent
the top opening of the pocket to approximately
that of the strap {71 by bevelling or rounding
and stitching down either or both of the side
portions 33, 31 of said edge, whereby said por-
tions serve as stops preventing the cushion from
being pulled out of the pocket under the stresses
of normal use. The pockets may be made as far
apart or as close together as may be found neces-
sary to fit the individual wearer and of the
proper height and width to receive cushions of
the proper dimensions, the pockets being con-
nected together by the seat portion of the un-
dergarment which forms one face of each pocket.

The cushions themselves may also take a va-
riety of different forms and may be made of
various materials. As best shown in Fig. 3, the
cushion 16 is made of a flat sheet of sponge or
foam rubber of substantial thickness and pio-
vided with an integral backing sheet 32 of rubber
or cloth adhesively secured in place without
stitching and arranged on the face cf the sponge
rubber sheet nearer the body. As shown in Fig.
4, the cushion 34 is cut from a sheet of resilient
wool felt or the like without any backing what-
ever. In Fig. 7 is shown a cushion 36 having &
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resilient layer provided with a backing 371 of
woven straw stitched thereto as by the peripheral
stitching 38. In Figs. 2, 5 and 6, the sponge
rubber or foam rubber cushion member is backed
by the leather or cloth sheet 39, the peripheral
edge portions of the member being sandwiched
between the edge tape 40 of imitation leather
or the like and which projects beyond the edges
of the member, and the backing sheet 39. The
lower end of the strap 1T (Fig. 6) is arranged
between the sheet 39 and the cushion member
and is stitched in place by the same peripheral

- stitching 4fa which secures the tape and the
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sheet 29 to the cushion member, an additional
outer line of stitching as 41 securing the tape and
the sheet directly together. In any case, the
cushion is soft, yieldable and sufficiently resilient
‘to retain its flat shape and is of sufficient sub-
stantial thickness to prevent discomfort when
the wearer is seated on a hard surface. The
cushion is also readily washable and is easily
kept clean and in a sanitary condition.

In the form of the invention shown in Pigs. 2,
4, 5 and 6, a pair of cushions 45, 46 is provided
for use interiorly of any nether garment without
any change in the construction of the garment.
Instead of making cushion pockets on the outside
rear of an undergarment, the cushion-receiving
pockets 47, 48 are formed in a separate flexible
and washable cover preferably of suitable fabric,
the cover remaining unattached to the garment
by any stitching and being connected thereto
only by buttoning or otherwise fastening the
cushion straps 17T in place. As best seen in Fig. 5,
the pocket-forming sheet for each pocket - is
folded at its middle as at 49 to form the integral
inner side edge of the pocket and the side edges
5l, 52 of the sheet are inturned, brought to-
gether and stitched as by the stitching 53, the
pocket being partly closed at the fop edge by the
bevelled or rounded parts 54 and thereby being
partly cpen at the top edge and open at the bot-
tom edge 55.

A triangular connecting strip 56 is inserted at
the adjacent bevelled parts of the pockets and
secured by the stitching §7, 58 to prevent the
pockets from slipping about uncontrolledly and
to connect the pockets permanently at the top,
though the pockets are otherwise independent
of each other and are unconnected at the adja-
cent side edges thereof to permit them to lie in
different planes if necessary when in use. In
this case, the cushions removably contained in
the pockets may be of substantially the full size
of the pockets because the adjustment in height
is effected by moving the entire cushion assembly
59 consisting of the cushions, the straps thereof
and the cover therefor as a unit up or down to
the correct position and then securing the straps
t7T to the garment. Since the cushion pockets
are connected only at the top, they do not extend
across the crotch and do not interfere with
movement or with sitting. If desired, the pockets
may be made of a single piece folded in half to
a width twice that of a single pocket. In such
case, beside the stitching 53, 8T and 58, two addi-
tional vertical lines of stitching are made along
the middle line of the folded sheet to divide the
sheet into pockets and a cut is then made be-
tween said two lines to separate the pockets
which remain independently adjustable in differ-
ent planes while remaining connected at the top.
" As shown in Fig. 4, the cushion assembly 59
is arranged in place inside of a nether garment
such as a skirt or pair of trousers or slacks 60




BjB3?,038

5

and between the parment :and the body «of the
wearer ‘with ‘the ‘batked wsurface «of the wcushion
positioned toward ‘the body if the -cushion is
‘backed ‘by ‘the sheets 32, ‘3T sor 39.  “The height
-of the assembly being -adjusted; the -ends. of the
<cushion straps 17 /are secured o ‘the waist band
by the pins 26 passing through @ selected pair
of ‘pin~receiving ‘holes 24, 22. If suspender but-
tons are provided on the waistband, the straps
are ‘buttoned thereto. Or they may ‘be buttoned
or pinned 1o an ordinary belt or:band arranged
at the waist band.

At will be.seen that in either form of the pockéts,
{he.cushions are removed when 'the cover there-
Tor or the parment is to be laundered, ‘the cush-
Jons ‘heing placed into ‘a fresh cover or -into a
clean garment Tor reuse. It will alse be:seen
‘that T have provided effective seat cushions as-
sociated with a nether garment and adapted to
be positioned between an outer garment and the
wearer’s body for preventing undue pressure, dis-
comfort or injury when the wearer is seated on
a hard surface or for a relatively long period,
that the abrading efiect of such hard suriace on
the outer garment adjacent the cushions is sub-
stantially reduced, thereby reducing the wear
and avoiding the production of objectionable
shine on the garment seat, that the height of the
cushions is readily adjustable to fit the wearer’s
preferences, that the cushions may easily be
secured in place and removed when desired, that
they are unnoticeable whether the wearer stands
or sits, that they do not interfere with the usual
garments or with the putting on or taking off of
such garments, that they may be made of any
desired thickness to accommodate lean persons
and that they are well designed to accomplish
their intended purposes.

While certain specific forms of the invention

have herein been shown and described, various i

obvious changes may be made therein without
departing from the spirit of the invention defined
in the appended claims.

I claim:

1. A seat-cushioning assembly comprising a
pair of seat cushions arranged in side by side
relation and adapted to be arranged as a unit at
the seat portion of a nether garment, means con-
necting the cushions comprising a flexible pocket
removably holding each cushion, each pocket
being closed at the side edges thereof and heing
open at the top and bottom edges thereof and
means connecting the pockets, a strap secured
to each cushion and extending loosely out through
the open top edge of the pocket, each of the
pockets being of fabric and having stitched to-
gether inturned outer side edge portions and an
integral fold at the inner side edge thereof, each
of the straps having vertically spaced apart but-
ton holes therein and also having a series of
vertically spaced apart pairs of pin holes, the
folds of the respective pockets being adjacent
each other and being otherwise independent of
each other and independent of the cushions.

2. A seat-cushioning assembly comprising a pair
of juxtaposed seat cushions, a fabric pocket for
each cushion open at the top and bottom edges,
each of the pockets being of a single sheet of
material having an integral fold at the inner side
edge thereof and being stitched at the outer side
edge thereof, the folds of the pockets extending
part way only between the top and bottom edges of
the pockets, the remainder of the edge of each
pocket between the top edge thereof and the top
of the fold thereof being stitched, a strap ex-
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‘tending from each cushion:out-of thetop of the
ipocket, said strap having qa ‘series of ‘spaced lon-
“gitudingl sHts therein, each slit tertninating dn
-an-enlarged holeat-each end thereof and-a flex-
‘ole :connecting 'member ‘secured ‘to the Upper
portionsof the pocket assembly and holding ithe
{op portions-only ‘of the pockets against separa-
tion.

3. The seyt-cushioning assembly -of ‘claim 2,
‘the connesting member being in ‘the form ¢f a
substantially triangular piece of sheet material
ané stitching secuting said triangular piece to
the-upper portions only-of the pockets.

#. A holding ‘member ‘for « weat cushion com-
‘prising a pair-of flexible pockets arranged insside
by side rélation ‘and exch partly open at the tap
etge thereofamd open at ‘the bottom edge there-
of, a flexible connesting rmember Joining “the
upper portions only of the pockets, the lower
portions of the pockets being movable relatively
to each other laterally and transversely, a cushion
in each pocket, and a strap secured to the top
part of each cushion and projecting out of the
pocket, said strap having & series of longitudi-
nally spaced perforations therein.

5. A seat-cushioning assembly for use at the
seat of a garment and comprising a pair of sub-
stantially flat seat cushions arranged in side by
side relation and each of a sheet of soft yieldable
material of substantial thickness, an elongated
perforated strap secured to each sheet and ex-
tending therefrom and 2 pair of flexible pockets,
one for each of the cushions, each of the pockets
comprising a sheet of material having an integral
fold at the inner side edge of the pocket, each
of the pockets having an opening at the top edge
thereof for the passage of a strap out of the
pocket and having a wider opening at the bottom
edge thereof for the insertion of the cushion into
the pocket, the upper portions of the pockets
tapering upwardly and inwardly, and a flexible
connecting member of a piece of material inde~
pendent of the garment and of the pockets se-
curing only the upper portions of the pockets
together for handling as a unit, the remaining
parts of the pockets being movable relatively to
each other and separable to a limited extent.

6. The seat-cushioning assembly of claim 5, the
straps having spaced button holes and spaced
pin-receiving holes therein.

7. A seat-cushioning assembly comprising a
pair of substantially flat seat cushions arranged
in side by side relation and each of a sheet of
soft yieldable material of substantial thickness,
an elongated perforated strap secured to each
sheet and extending therefrom and a pair of
flexible pockets, one for each of the cushions,
each of the pockets having an opening at the
top edge thereof for the passage of a strap out
of the pocket and having a wider opening at the
bottom edge thereof for the insertion of the
cushion into the pocket, the upper portions of
the pockets tapering upwardly and inwardly, the
straps having spaced button holes and spaced
pin-receiving holes therein, 2 nether garment,
and stitching securing the side edges of the
pockets to the garment.

8. A seat-cushioning assembly adapted to be
arranged within and at the seat portion of a
nether garment, said assembly comprising a first
pocket of a single sheet of material folded to
present an integral fold along the major part of
the inner side edge thereof and tapered to con-
verge upwardly along the top parts of the inner
and outer side edges thereof, the adjacent side
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-edge portions of the sheet and the adjacent
tapered portions of the sheet being inturned,
stitching securing the inturned portions, a first
cushion within the pocket, a second pocket of a
single sheet of material folded similarly to the
sheet of the first pocket to present an integral
fold adjacent the fold of the first pocket and
having similar inturned edge portions and simi-
Jar stitching for said portions, a second cushion
.within the second pocket, a perforated strip se-
cured to the top part of each cushion and ex-
tending out of the pocket, the top and bottom
edges of each pocket being open, and connecting
means for the assembled cushions and pockets
holding said assembled cushions and pockets in
side by side -relation, the folds of the pockets
being below the connecting means and being rela-
tively movable into and out of a coplanar po-

10

-sition and toward and from each other and being

movable relatively to the connecting means.
9. The seat cushioning assembly of claim 8,

the connecting means comprising a triangular

sheet of material above the folds of the pockets

and stitched by the stitching to the tapered side

edges of the pockets. )
GIUSEPPE F. PINSUTIL. -
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