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To all whom it may concern: :

Be it known that I, STANLEY A. COHEN, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident of
the city of New York, borough of Manhattan,
in the county and State of New York, have
invented a new and Improved Ball-Catcher,
of which the following is a full, clear, and ex-
act description. :

The invention relates to ping-pong, table-
tennis, and like games in which use is made
of balls of rubber, celluloid, or other mate-
rial. '

The object of the invention is to provide a
new and improved ball-catcher more espe-
cially designed to enable the user to conven-
iently and quickly pick up a ball from the
floor, from under furniture, and other places
under which the ball may have strayed dur-
ing the playing of the game, the device being
simple and durable in construection, easily
manipulated, and arranged to_allow picking
up the ball without requiring the person to
stoop down. '

The invention consists of novel features
and parts and combinations of the same, as
will be more fully described hereinafter and

‘then pointed out in the claims.

A practical embodiment of the invention is
represented in the accompanying drawings,
forming a part of this specification, in which-
similar characters of reference indicate corre-
sponding parts in all the views.

Figure 1 is a side elevation of the improve-
ment, parts being shown in section. Fig. 2
is a section on the line 2 2 of Fig. 3. Fig. 3
is an enlarged transverse section of the same
on the line 3 3 of Fig. 2. Tig. 4 is a similar
view of the same with the jaws spread apart
for engaging a ball, and Fig. 5 is a sectional
plan view of the same on the line 5 5 of Fig: 3,

The stick A of the ball-catecher shown in
Figs. 1 to 5 is made hollow and provided at
one end with a hollow handle B and at the
other end with a foot-piece C, in which are
pivoted the jaws D, having ring-shaped ends
for engaging, holding, and releasing the ball
E, as hereinafter more fully described.

The jaws D are provided at their pivotal
ends with angular lugs D’, engaging guide-
ways F', formed on the front and rear sides
of a block F, mounted to slide in the foot-

piece C and secured to one end of a rod G,
extending through the hollow stick A and its
handle B. A knob H is secured to the rod G
at the outer end of the handle B, and the said
knob is pressed on by one end of a spring I,
set in a recess in the handle B, as plainly
illustrated in Fig. 1, sa as to hold the knobH,
rod G, and block F normally in an uppermost
position and the jaws D in a closed position,
agindicatedin Figs. 1, 2,and3. Now whenthe
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knob H is pressed by the palm of the hand of -

the operatorhavinghold of thehandle B then
the rod G is pressed downwardly, and in
doingsomoves the block F ina like direction,
so that the guideways F', engaging the lugs
D', impart an outward swinging motion to the
jaws D, so that the latter open, as plainly
shown in Fig. 4, to allow of straddling the
ball with thering-shaped ends of the said jaws.
As soon as this has been done the operator
releases the pressure on the knob H, so that
the spring Imoves the rod upward, and in do-
ing so eauses the block F to impart aninward
or closing movement to the jaws D, so that
the ball is firmly engaged on opposite sides
by thering-shaped ends of the jaws to securely
hold the ball in position, as illustrated in
Fig. 1. Thus by the arrangement described
the ball on the floor or other place may be
readily engaged by the device and lifted to
the table or game-board, and then a slight
pressure by the operator on the knob H in a
downward direction again causes opening of
the jaws D, so that the ball drops out onto
the game-board or into the hand of the oper-
ator or other person.

The knob H serves as a stop to limit the
downward sliding movement of the rod G to
prevent the jaws from opening too far, the
kncb being adapted to abut against the end
of the handle B when pressed to open the
jaws the desired distance. o

It is evident that the means for opening and
closing the jaws are controlled from the han-

- dle end of the stick in the manner above set -

forth. It'is also evident that the construe-
tion described may be varied so that the jaws
are held normally in an open position and are
closed by the means manually controlled from
the handle end of the stick.

Having thus described my invention, I
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claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. A ball-catcher, comprising a hollow han-
dle provided with a foot-piece at oneend, ring-
shaped jaws pivoted to the foot-piece and each
provided at its pivoted end with an angular
lug, a block mounted toslide in the foot-piece,
said block being recessed to receive the lugs
of the jaws and having one end extending be-
tween the jaws to serve as a stop to limit the
inward movement of the said jaws, and a
spring-pressed rod secured to the block and
extending out through the handle, asset forth.

2. Aball-catcher, comprising a hollowstick
provided with a foot-piece at one end and a
handle at its other end, said handle being pro-
vided with a longitudinal recess in its outer
end, ring-shaped jaws pivoted to the foot-
piece and each provided at its pivoted end
with an angularlug, a block mounted toslide
in the foot-piece, said block being recessed
intermediate of its ends to receive the lugs of
the jaws and having one end extending be-
iween the jaws to limit the inward movement
of said jaws, a rod secured to the block and

724,814

extending through the stick and handle and
provided with a knob at its end, and a spring
surrounding the rod in the recess of the han-
dle, as set forth.

3. Aball-catcher, comprising a hollow stick
provided with a handleat one end, and a foot-
piece at the other, ring-shaped jaws inde-
pendently pivoted to the foot-piece and each
provided at its pivoted end with bifurcated
lugs, a block mounted to slide in the foot-
piece and recessed on opposite sides to receive
the members of the bifurcated lugs, a rod se-
cured to the block and extending through the
stick and handle and provided with a knob at
itsend, and aspring surrounding therod with-
in a recess in the handle between the knob
and bottom of the recess, as set forth.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subscribing witnesses.

STANLEY A. COHEN.

‘Witnesses:
AvuausTus MAYER,
M. J. GLYNN.
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