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To all, whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, JoHN CALVIN PRATT, a 

citizen of the United States of America, resid 
ing at Middletown, in the county of Middlesex 
and State of Connecticut, have invented cer 
tain new and useful Improvements in Puzzles, 
of which the following is a specification. 
My invention relates to a puzzle adapted to 

be made of wire which is formed into a series 
O 

ranged to obstruct the passage or removal of 
a ring Which is placed on the wire forming 
the puzzle and must be moved and manipu 
lated in a certain way in order to remove it. 

In the drawings:-Figure 1, is a plan view 
gf the puzzle, and Fig. 2, a front view. 
The puzzle consists essentially of a wire 

formed into one large handle loop with the 
free ends or prongs adjacent to each other and 
a series of interlocking or intertwining smaller 
loops, the strands of which overlap each other 
and Serve not only to obstruct the passage of 
the ring in certain directions but also serve 
to hold the two free ends of the large handle 
loop together or in other words prevent sepa 
ration of the prongs. 

In the drawings the two prongs or free ends 
of the large handle loop 7 are shown at 1 and 
13, and the ring which is to be removed is 
shown at 18. This is preferably elliptical 
though it may be egg shaped, the only re 
quirement being that it have a front pointed 
end by which it is adapted to be passed down 
Or up through the various loops and also 
through the overlapping joints of the wire. 
Besides large handle loop 7 there are two 
Smaller loops 3 and 4, the loop 3 inclosing or 
embracing the prong 13 while the loop 4, em 
braces the prong1, thus serving to hold them 
against separating movement. In addition 
to these two loops 3, 4, is the supplemental 
loop 5, which overlies the loop 3, leaving two 
Openings 9 and 14, on each side of the sup 
plemental loop and at each end of the loop 3. 

Starting at the point 1, the course of the 
Wire may be followed out. It first passes un 
der the extremity or portion 17 which termi 
nates in the prong 13. Then it passes over the 
Wire 3 of the loop 3, thus forming the joint 
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of overlapping and intertwining loops ar 

now makes a wide circuit to form the handle 
loop 7 and next passes to the rear through the 
loop 4 then around the point 1 and over the 
extremity 17 from which point it extends over 55 
the wire of the loop 4 making the joint 2 and 
from here it forms the loop 3 which encircles 
the prong 13 and is extended to form the overlying supplemental loop connecting With 
the loop 4 which terminates in the prong 13. 6o 
The general manipulation of the ring may 

be described as consisting in pushing the 
same between the various joints for Which 
purpose the ring must be threaded through 
the loops from side to side in order to pass the 65 
obstructions formed by the jointS. 
The prongs of the wire extend upWard on 

the face of the puzzle and may have small 
knobs or balls thereon. O 
In solving the puzzle the ring which nor- 70 

mally lies against the joint at the prong l, is 
moved along the wire 6 of the handle loop 7. 
This movement will be obstructed by the 
joint at 8 formed by the overlapping parts of 
the wire 6 and the wire 3 of the main loop 3. 75 
In order to pass this joint the forward point 
ed end of thering is pushed between the joint 
2 instead of following the wire 6 directly. 
The ring is now on the upper side of the puz 
zle and it is now pushed down through the 80 
opening 9 at one side of the supplemental 
loop 5 and then hangs on the strand 6 project 
ing toward the back. It is now free to be 
moved around the handle loop 7 in the direc 
tion of the arrow 10, until it comes to the 85 
joint 11. It is now turned to the top of the 
puzzle and then pushed down through the 
opening 12, and can then move through the 
joint 11 and follow the course of the wire 6* 
past the prong 1; the ring being now turned 9c 
to the upper side of the puzzle it is now 
pushed through the joint 2 following the wire 
3* of the loop 3 under the supplemental loop 
5 around past the prong 13 down through the 
opening 9 following the wire 3. Then it is 95 
pushed up through the opening 14 following 
the wire of the loop 5 in the direction of the 
arrow 15 to the joint 2 where it is pushed 
down to hang from the back after which it 
may be moved through the joint 2 following roo 

So 8, then under the base of the supplemental the wire of loop 4 around to the joint 11, where 
loop 5 and under the wire 3* of the loop 3. It the ring is turned to the upper side and is 
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then put through the joint 11 and dropped to 
the rear through opening 12 to hang on the 
short Section 16. The ring is then turned to 
lie flat against the puzzle and is then pushed 
With its forward point between the joint 2 in 
order to get it by the joint 1 which now ob-. 
structs the final movement of the ring. The 
ring is now on the upper side engaging the 
crotch 17. It is now dropped to rear in order 
to pass wire 3 which crosses the base of the 
prong 13 and the ring is now free to be re 
moved by simply pushing it up through the 
Opening 9 and along the prong 13 thus solv 
ing the puzzle. 

I claim 
1. A puzzle consisting of a wire bent into 

the form of a loop 7 with its free ends adja 

cent to each other and a series of supplemen 
tal loops extending over and under the Wire 
of the main loop adjacent to the ends and 
encircling said ends to hold them in place 
and the ring on the wire, substantially as de 
scribed. d 

2. A puzzle consisting of a wire formed into 
a large loop 7, the two loops 3, 4 said loops 
encircling the free ends of the wire, the sup 
plemental loop 5 and the ring on the wire, 
substantially as described. 
In testimony whereof Iaffix my signature in 

presence of two witnesses. 
JOHN CALVIN PRATT. 

Witnesses: 
HENRY E. CooPER, 
JAMES M. SPEAR. 
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