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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

BOYAL J. WRIGHT AND HARRY S. BRIDGMAN, OFVSPRINGFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS. ‘

_CORSET,

1,246,370.

Specification of Letters Patent.

" - Application filed March 21, 1914,  Serial No. 826,234, :

1o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that we;, Rovar, J. WricmT
and Harry S. Bripeman, citizens of the
United States of America, residing at
Springfield, in the county of Hampden and
State of Massachusetts, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Cor-
sets, of which the following is a specifica-

tion.

This invention relates to improvements in
corsets. The object of the invention is to
prevent the stiffening material, usually
termed stays, and composed of various ma-
terials as, steel, ratan, whalebone, vulcanized
rubber and so forth, used therein from
working loose and their ends projecting be-
yond-the outer surface of the body portion
of the garment.

The usual and common practice at the pres-
ent time for retaining the stays in place is to
simply  stitch, or otherwise secure a strip
of cloth cr other material directly over the

'stay forming a pocket in which the same is

located. This practice is objectionable in
that it does not prevent the stay from work-
ing locse and finally wearing an opening
through the body portion of the garment.
It has also been the practice to fold the
covering strip over the ends of the stays
before stitching the same to the garment.
This method does not entirely prevent the
stay from finally working loose. -The old
method, therefore, left the stay free to move
up or down and finally to push or wear
an opening through the garment. Our im-
provement, therefore, is to entirely overcome
this objection, and relates to securing the
stiffening material to the body proper by
means or devices other than stitching. -

The improvement, in general, consists in
permanently securing the stiffening mate-
rial directly to the body of the garment
without the employment of stitches, and
thus prevent any relative movement between
the stiffening material and the body portion.

In addition a reinforcing strip of suffi-
cient width is to be employed and placed in
a horizontal position to cover the ends of the
stays and so arranged that this strip is
plainly visible from the outside. "This re-
inforeing strip may cover any or all of the
stays of stiffening material.

It is preferably so located as to extend
over and around the lower ends of the fas-
tening or border stays to which the clasps
are attached.

In the drawings: - o

- Figure 1 is a front elevitional view show-
ing, in dotted lines, the inclosed stays, and,
in full lines, two of the narrow stays ex-
posed.
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- Iig. 2 is a view showing the manner of at-

taching the stays to a strip of cloth or other

suitable material. = - '
Fig. 8 is an end elevation of a portion of

the fabric-composing the corset and showing

‘the stays secured in place.

Fig. 4 illustrates the horizontally ar-

ranged strips of cloth for reinforcing the

closing edges of the -garment, extending
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over the lower ends of the stays and visible

from the outside of the garment."
Tig. 5is a transverse sectional view on the
line 5—5 of Fig. 4, and -
Fig. 6 illustrates the broad idea of the in-
vention showing the stay of stiffening ma-
terial permanently and directly. secured to
the body portion of the garment. '

Fig. T is a transverse sectional view on the
line 7—7 of Fig. 4.

‘Referring to the drawings in detail, ‘1

designates the cloth composing the body
portion of the garment. - 2 are narrow strips
of the stiffening material, 2" is a stiffening
strip of wider width, while 22 in Fig. 6,

shows the stiffening material secured di-

rectly to the body portion of the garment.
One manner of securing the stay is to place
a strip of cloth or paper 8 between the stays
and the cloth 1, next place the stay 2 or-9”
thereon, then place a strip of cloth or papeér
4 over the stays, and, lastly; over the strip
4 is placed the strip 5. The whole is then
stitched together and to the garment, as
indicated at 6 see Fig. 2. The stays, may
if desired, be first covered with paper or
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other suitable material, which, in turn, is -

covered with glue or other adhesive mate-
rial to cause the stays to permanently adhere
to the body- portion of the garment or to
the strips 3 which may be of paper or cloth.
It will be seen that, when the strips 8, 4, and
5 are stitched to the cloth 1, the stays,
by reason of their permanent: adherence-to
the strip 3, are prevented from slipping

out of place or working loose should the me--
- tallic capped ends thereof wear an open-

ing through the cloth of the garment.
Referring now to the modification shown
in Figs. 4 and 5, 1 designates the cloth com-
posing the main or body portion of the gar-
ment as before; 7 the stays of stiffening
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-garment,
-some suitable material,:apply an ac,heszve

2

material Tocated near the closing edges of the
garment and to which the hooks and eyes or
fastening devices. 8 are secured, while the
numeral 2 designates the s’mys shown in
Tigs. 1 and 2. 3 designates a supplemental
qutemnd device locnted below the devices

Tt Lrequen‘tl} occurs that ‘the supple-

mentql fastening device 9 is left unfastened -

causing the ends 7" and 7> of the stiffening
materml to wear an opening in the cloth L.

In order to prevent this wear, the horizon-

tally arranged reinforcing stmps 10 are
placed over the lower ends 7 ” and 7% and se-
curely stitched or otherwise secured to the
body portion 1 of the garment, as indicated
at 11 and 12. By l’e‘lSOIl of these reinfore-
ing pieces 10 of cloth or other suitable mate-

’1“1‘11 belno 100‘1ted and armnoed over the
,ends T

and

2 of the stiffening stays shown
at 7 and 2

they are prevented From wearing

an openlncr through the cloth 1 of the gar-

ment should the. supplemental fastenlncr de-~

che 9 be left dlsconnected

The reinforcing strips 10, it. will be ob-
served, are located upon s and- plainly visible
from the outside of the body portion of the
garment. It is to be understood that the
reinforeing strip 10 may, if desired, extend
as far as tne first section of the corset in
ordel to cover the stiffening stays 7 and 2.
I*lg , which is a sectional view on the line
T—T. of Fi ig. 4, clearly shows the edge T in-
serted between the folds of the relnforcmo
strip 10. This strip is for the purpose of

-preventing the ends of the marginal stay 7
.and the other stays 2 from wearing a hole

throuon the covering of the corset gwrmen

: Relem‘mo’ now to the construction shown
in Fig. 6, PE designates a stay of the mﬂen-
ing mqterlal "Vhlch is covered with some suit-
»able material, as cloth or paper 23, which, in
turn, is coverOd with a sultqble achesive

material that will cause the stay 22 to per-

manently adhere to the cloth 1 of the gar-
ment. - This figure shows, in brief, the gen-

curing the stays of stiffening material to the
which is to cover the stay with

thereto in order to cause the stay to become

_permanently adherent to the garment, then
-place over the stay and its covering @ a strip

of covering material. If found de51rable the
mtermﬁdmte strips of cloth or paper 3 and 4

“may-beused although it is not necessary. -

Tt is of course c]early within the province
of our invention that we do not, in pI‘ﬂCthb,

-Usua.
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tend to limit ourselves in régard to the num-
ber of strips of cloth or paper that are to
be used in the pockets in which the staysare
located.

It is also clearly within the province of
our invention not to limit ourselves to the

‘uge of ‘any patricular kinds of material as

we may, of course, use other materials than
cloth or paper as spumﬁec as for example,
leather.

The adheswe m‘ltﬂrml used may if de—
sived, be also changed, as rubber cement mfxy
be used in place of glue. :

1t is also understood that the subst1tuf10n
of other well knewn means for permanently
securing the parts together, other than
stitching, may be employed if found desir-
able in the manufacture of the garment.

Tt is also, clearly within ‘the range of
equivalents in our invention, that the stays
of bone, wire, steel, or other material, may,
if desired he covered with celluloid or any
other suitable material or compeund.

What we claim is: - :

1. A corset construction, comprising, a
body portion, stiffening material perma-
nently secured to the marginal edges of the
body portion “"1([ termlmtmo 111tex*n°dl‘lte
of the length of the body por tmn, and a lat-
erally ex tendmg reinforcing strip carried
over the lower ends of said material and
around the mfzrnmal edges of the body por-
tion.

2. An improvement in corsets having the
bOny portion of fabrie, stays for “Stifi-
ening the same, means for securing the stays
to the body portion to prevent relative move-
ment therebetween comprising a stup hav-
ing adhesive material between the st tays and
the body portion,two strips or layers of cloth
over the stays, said strips: bemcr stitched to

the body portion to form a pOcket for- the

stays, whereby the stays are made perma-
nently adherent o the body portion, and a
reinforcing strlp secured to the ouuer surface
of the garment and extending in a horizontal
direction across the lower end_s of the stays
to prevent the same froem working through
the body portion of the garment, said rein-
forcing ‘strip being stitched to tbe body. por-
tion of the aarmenf

ROYAL J. WRIGHT.
~ HARRY S. BRIDGMAN,
Witnesses:

Harry W. Bowex,
H. E HARTWELL.
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Gopies of this patent may be o'btained for five cents _each, by addressing the “Commissioner of. Patenu, -
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