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A method and apparatus for estimating bandwidth
of laser output light is described which may include
a spectrometer producing a dispersed output having
a plurality of spectrum images from at least a portion
of the laseroutput 1ight. Anarrayoflightdetecting
elements is provided to receive the dispersed output
together with a shifting mechanism that moves the
array, the dispersed output, or both, relative to each
other. Electronics may be provided for determining
spectrum widths of at least two spectrum images at
different phases of registrationbetween the spectrum
images and light detector elements and for averaging
the widths to estimate a laser output bandwidth. The
spectrum images formed by the laser output light may
beunder-sampled, e.g., inthespatial or time domains.
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