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My invention relates to music stands, particu 
larly to collapsible music stands, an object of my 
invention being to provide a device of the charac 
ter herewithin described which is, when in the 
normally open position, rigid, stable, and sturdy. 
A further object of my invention is to provide 

a device of the character herewithin described 
which, when collapsed, is compact, and requires 
no further encasement or covering to enhance 
its portability. 
A still further object of my invention is to pro 

vide a device of the character herewithin de 
scribed which, in slightly modified form, is read 
ily adaptable for service as a portable, collapsible, 
lecterin. 
Another object of my invention is to provide a 

device of the character herewithin described 
which, is simple and inexpensive to manufacture 
and use, and which is well Suited to the purposes 
for Which it is intended. 
With the foregoing objects in view, and such 

other objects and advantages as will become ap 
parent to those skilled in the art to which this 
invention relates as this specification proceeds, 
my invention consists essentially in the arrange 
ment and construction of parts all as hereinafter 
more particularly described, reference being had 
to the accompanying drawings in which: 

Figure 1 is a front elevation of my collapsible 
music stand, in the open position. 

Figure 2 is also a front elevation of my co 
lapsible music stand, in partially collapsed posi 
tion. 

Figure 3 is an enlarged detail of the hinging 
of different parts. 

Figure 4 is a fragmentary cross-section of the 
stiffening filange in situ. 

In the drawingS like characters Of reference 
indicate corresponding parts in the different fig 
UteS. 
Two plates i and 2 comprise the support struc 

ture or base member of my device. The said 
plates are reverse images of each other in con 
formation, and are fdat rectangular sheets of light 
semi-rigid material such as plywood, sheet plastic, 
or compressed fibre board. The rectangular con 
formation is, however, modified along the upper 
edges of each plate. The plate 1 has the upper 
edge 3 sloped upwardly and rearwardly from 
the outer to the inner side. Upper edge 4 of 
the plate 2 is similarly sloped from outer to inner 
Side. 
The two rear vertical edges 5 and 6 of the plates 
and 2 are contiguous and himged along the en 

tire length thereof. A simple cloth hinge T, is 
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2 
glued or otherwise secured to the inner faces of 
the plates f and 2, along the contiguous edges. 
The hinged, contiguous edges of said plates i and 
2 are the longer of the edges of their respective 
panels. Thus the sloped upper edges 3 and 4, 
rise to a common peaks at the junction thereof. 
The sheet music supporting surface or top 

member of my stand comprises two rectangular 
panels 8 and 9. As in the case of the aforemen 
tioned supporting plates, these surface panels are 
composed of similar semi-riigid flat sheet mate 
rial. : To enhance the appearance of the said 
surface the two free corners along the outer edges 
are cut obliquely, thus providing angulated cor 
ners i 0 on the aforesaid panels. The adjacent 
inner edges and 2 of the two surface panels 
are contiguous, and are hinged by a cloth, or 
other similar hinge i 3. 
The folding upper surface composed of the said 

two surface panels 8 and 9, is then attached to 
the supporting plates by cloth or similar hinges 
i 4 along the sloping upper edges i 3 and 4 of 
the said supporting plates i and 2. The hinges 
4 are attached to the e underSurfaces of the 

upper, composite surface panels 8 and 9 in a, 
manner so arranged that the positioning of said 
upper Surface is symmetric upon the supporting 
plates, and that the hinge points meet at the 
aforementioned peak. 
The stiffening flange 5 is an elongated bar of 

rigid, lightweight material such as wood. Basi 
cally of rectangular cross-section, a vertical ex 
tension of one face forms a lip i 6 along the entire 
length of the said stiffening piece, which affords 
a rest for the sheet music, preventing it from 
sliding downwardly and off the surface. 
A slot or groove i 7 is formed in the same face 

of the stiffening piece as that which is extended 
for the lip i 6. The said slot is of sufficient depth 
to afford a secure contact area for the front edges 
8 of the composite surface panels 8 and 9 and, 

is made to conform substantially to the thick 
ness of the sheet material of which the said upper 
surface panels are composed. Near one end of 
the said stiffening piece, an aperture i 9 is pro 
vided for a pivot pin 20 and, a corresponding pivot 
pin aperture is provided in surface panel 9 at 
a point near the outermost edge thereof. The 
aforesaid pivot pin 20, then serves to attach 
said stiffening piece 5 adjacent the lower edge 
t 8 of upper surface panel 9. 
To set my stand in the open, useable position, 

the two supporting plates i and 2 are spread 
apart, the action being analogous to the opening 
of a book. In so doing, the upper supporting sur 
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face panels 8 and 9 are, because of hinge 4, 
also spread apart. The spreading effort draWS 
the panels apart and by virtue of that fact the 
central hinged junction Í3 is elevated until, when 
maximum open position is attained by the sup 
porting plates I and 2, the upper surface panels 
8 and 9 are very nearly in one plane at a slight 
angle from horizontal. The said angle is simi 
lar to that regularly embodied in conventional 
music stands. When this open, single Surface 
positiora has been attained, the stand is ready 
for locking in open position. This is accomplished 
by virtue of stiffening piece 15. With the upper 
surface held as nearly fdat as possible, the Said 
stiffening piece is rotated about its pivot 20 until 
the longitudinal slot i engages the front edges 
i 8 of the said surface panels 8 and 9. When 
the said panel edges have been recessed as much 
as possible into the slot, my collapsible imusic 
stand is securely and riigidly erected. 
To collapse the stand, it is merely necessary 

to reyerse the above described action. First, the 
stiffening piece 5 is disengaged. Then, assisted 
by the weight of material in the upper surface 
panels, the upper surface plates, and the support 
ing panels are drawn together, the action re 
sembling the closing of a book. This i? con 
tinued until th? two panels are substantially 
juxtaposed and disposed between upper portions 
of the folded plates. 

If desired, a simple type of fastener may be 
embodied Spanning the front vertical edges of 
the panel? f and 2, so that the closure of my 
stand Imay b? maintained, for maXimum port 
ability and ?fficient storage, until it is again re 
quired. 

Since various modifications can be made in 
my invention as hereinabove described, and many 
apparently widely different embodiments of same 
made within the spirit and scope of the claim 
without departing from such spirit and scope, 
it is intended that all matter contained in the 
açcompanying specification shall be interpreted 
as illustrative only and not in a limiting sense. 
What I claim as my invention is: 
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A collapsible stand comprising a base member 

consisting of a pair of upstanding rearwardly 
convergent plates having horizontal lower edges, 
vertical front edges, contiguous vertical rear edges 
and rearwardly and Upwardly inclined coplanar 
top edges, a vertical hinge coextensive with and 
connecting the contiguous rear edges of Said 
plates together whereby the plates may be swung 
inwardly to a juxtaposed folded position, a top 
member consisting of a pair of substantially co 
planar panels disposed at the inclined top edges 
of the respective plates and projecting out 
wardly beyond the same, said panels having 
front edges spaced upwardly from the lower edges 
of said plates by the front edges of the plates 
and also having con?iguous inner edges coplanar 
with the rear edges gof the plates, a center hinge 
coextensive with and connecting together the 
contiguous inner edges of Said panels, said center 
hinge having its rear end disposed at the upper 
end of said vertical hinge, a pair of milltUally 
convergent hinges cQnnecting said panels to the 
upper edges of the respective plates and having 
their point of convergence disposed at the junç 
tion of the vertical and center hinges whereby 
the panels may be swung doYºwnwardly and in 
wardly to a folded position between upper por 
tions of said plates when the plates are folded, 
and a grooved, bar removably positioned on the 
roint edge portions of said panes and eXtend 

ing transversely between the front edges of said 
plates for locking the panels in a substantially 
coplanar relation. 
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