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(57) ABSTRACT 

Embodiments include methods and systems for activating 
display of content items on a mobile device based on event 
criteria associated with a profile of a user. For example, one 
embodiment comprises a method of activating reception of 
multimedia data on a mobile device. The method includes 
receiving metadata identified with at least a portion of one of 
plurality of broadcasts, determining, based on the metadata 
identified with the portion of broadcast content, whether the 
portion contains event metadata satisfying event criteria asso 
ciated with a profile of a user, and instructing a receiver of a 
mobile device of the user to tune to the broadcast for receipt 
of the portion of the broadcast. 

24 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets 
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METHOD AND SYSTEM OF ACTIVATING 
DISPLAY OF MULTIMEDIA DATA ON A 

MOBILE DEVICE 

RELATED APPLICATIONS 

This application relates generally to communications, and 
more specifically, to communication of multimedia data. 

BACKGROUND 

Electronic devices such as mobile telephone handsets and 
other mobile devices may be configured to receive broadcasts 
of sports, entertainment, informational programs, or other 
multimedia content items. For example, audio and/or video 
data may be communicated using a broadband broadcast 
communications link to the electronic devices. There is a need 
to provide a person an enhanced viewing experience on Such 
devices. 

SUMMARY 

The system, method, and devices of the invention each 
have several aspects, no single one of which is solely respon 
sible for its desirable attributes. Without limiting the scope of 
this invention as expressed by the claims which follow, its 
more prominent features will now be discussed briefly. After 
considering this discussion, and particularly after reading the 
section entitled “Detailed Description of Certain Embodi 
ments' one will understand how the features of this invention 
provide advantages that include an enhanced user interface 
providing customized multimedia access including providing 
away to alert users to particular portions of broadcast content 
during the broadcast. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an example system 
for providing broadcast programming. 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating an example of a 
mobile device such as illustrated in FIG. 1. 

FIG.3 illustrates an example of a user interface for display 
on the device of FIG. 2. 

FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating an example of a method of 
accessing broadcast content in a system such as illustrated in 
FIG 1. 

FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating another example of a 
method of accessing broadcast content in a system such as 
illustrated in FIG. 1. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

The following detailed description is directed to certain 
specific aspects of the invention. However, the invention can 
be embodied in a multitude of different ways, for example, as 
defined and covered by the claims. It should be apparent that 
the aspects herein may be embodied in a wide variety of forms 
and that any specific structure, function, or both being dis 
closed herein is merely representative. Based on the teachings 
herein one skilled in the art should appreciate that an aspect 
disclosed herein may be implemented independently of any 
other aspects and that two or more of these aspects may be 
combined in various ways. For example, an apparatus may be 
implemented or a method may be practiced using any number 
of the aspects set forth herein. In addition, Such an apparatus 
may be implemented or Sucha method may be practiced using 
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2 
other structure, functionality, or structure and functionality in 
addition to or other than one or more of the aspects set forth 
herein. 

Multimedia communications technologies enable users to 
receive video or other programming. Program guides provide 
a way for users to identify and select content of interest. 
However, program guides generally do not have updated data 
regarding the actual content that is broadcast, but rather, 
include a general description of the content. For example, 
regularly broadcast news programs generally do not include a 
detailed description of their content in the program guide as 
the content may not be set until the time of the broadcast. 
Similarly, unscheduled broadcasts may include particular 
content that could not be identified in time for inclusion in a 
program guide. Moreover, even where a program guide may 
include details of the particular content, the timing of Such 
content within the broadcast may not be identifiable based on 
the program guide information. For example, a news show 
may have a program guide entry that lists the Subjects to be 
covered but not their particular order and timing within the 
broadcast. 

Desirably, one embodiment provides a way of alerting 
users to portions of broadcasts content having metadata 
matching a profile of the user, and in one embodiment, tuning 
a receiver of the user's mobile device to the portion of the 
broadcast. Embodiments can be used to provide users with 
access to information Such as weather or other news alerts, or 
to any other type of content. In one embodiment, metadata 
indicative of events corresponding to portions of the content 
are matched to a user profile. The metadata may include 
information about events in the content items that identifies 
particular portions of the content items. Moreover, a user can 
view live events, unscheduled events, or events that are 
defined by greater detail than is provided by program guides 
without constantly monitoring various broadcasts. 

Thus, one embodiment provides away for users to learn of 
and view or listen to, broadcasts of content items related to 
favorite topics (news or score relating to particular sports 
stars, e.g., all news or scores relating to Tiger Woods, all 
broadcast debates of a particular political party ahead of an 
election). Rather than constantly monitoring a news channel 
broadcast, a user may, for example, have a profile that iden 
tifies particular types of news events of interest such that one 
embodiment of the system identifies matching portions of 
content on a number of different news channels and tunes to 
the particular channel as the event is broadcast. 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating an example system 
100 for providing broadcast programming to mobile devices 
102 from one or more content providers 112 via a distribution 
system 110. Although one mobile device 102 is shown in FIG. 
1, examples of the system 100 may be configured to use any 
number of mobile devices 102. The distribution system 110 
may receive data representing a multimedia content item 
from the content provider 112. The multimedia content items 
may be communicated over a wired or wireless content item 
communication link 108. In one embodiment, the communi 
cations link 108 is a high speed or broadband link. In one 
embodiment, the content provider 112 may communicate the 
content directly to the mobile device 102 (not shown in FIG. 
1), bypassing the distribution system 110, via the communi 
cations link 108 or via another link. It is to be recognized that 
in other embodiments multiple content providers 112 may 
provide content items via multiple distribution systems 110 to 
the mobile devices 102 either by way of the distribution 
system 110 or directly. 

In the example system 100, the content item communica 
tion link 108 is illustrated as a uni-directional network to each 
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of the illustrated devices 102. However, the content item 
communication link 108 may also be a fully symmetric bi 
directional network. 

In the example system 100, the mobile devices 102 are also 
configured to communicate over a second communication 
link 106. In one embodiment, the second communication link 
106 is a two way communication link. In the example system 
100, however, the link 106 may also comprise a second link 
from the mobile device 102 to the distribution system 110 
and/or the content provider 112. The second communication 
link 106 may also be a wireless network configured to com 
municate voice traffic and/or data traffic. The mobile devices 
102 may communicate with each other over the second com 
munication link 106. The communication link 106 may also 
communicate content item guide and other data between the 
distribution system 110 and the mobile devices 102. 
The communication links 108 and 108 may comprise one 

or more wired and/or wireless links, including one or more of 
a Ethernet, telephone (e.g., POTS), cable, power-line, and 
fiber optic systems, and/or a wireless system comprising one 
or more of a code division multiple access (CDMA or 
CDMA2000) communication system, a frequency division 
multiple access (FDMA) system, a time division multiple 
access (TDMA) system such as GSM/GPRS (General Packet 
Radio Service)/EDGE (enhanced data GSM environment), a 
TETRA (Terrestrial Trunked Radio) mobile telephone sys 
tem, a wideband code division multiple access (WCDMA) 
system, a high data rate (1xEV-DO or 1xEV-DO Gold Mul 
ticast) system, an IEEE 802.11 system, a MediaFLO system, 
a DMB System, an orthogonal frequency division multiple 
access (OFDM) system, or a DVB-H system. 

In addition to communicating content to the mobile device 
102, the distribution system 110 may also include a program 
guide service 126. The program guide service 126 receives 
programming schedule and content related data from the 
content provider 112 and/or other sources and communicates 
data defining an electronic programming guide (EPG) 124 to 
the mobile device 102. The EPG 124 may include data related 
to the broadcast schedule of multiple broadcasts of particular 
content items available to be received over the program com 
munication link 108. The EPG data may include titles of 
content items, start and end times of particular broadcasts, 
category classification of programs (e.g., sports, movies, 
comedy, etc.), quality ratings, adult content ratings, etc. The 
EPG 124 may be communicated to the mobile device 102 
over the program communication link 108 and stored on the 
mobile device 102. 

In one embodiment, the distribution system 110 includes a 
metadata service 127 that provides metadata defining events 
in all orportions of content items. For example, the metadata 
service 127 may provide metadata that is indicative of events 
in portions of content items. For example, the metadata may 
indicate particular classes of events such as reporting of 
sports scores, weather reports, news reports including reports 
of particular types of events such as business or stock news, 
natural disasters, car chases, legal or criminal news, scientific 
breakthroughs, political news or events. The metadata may 
also include data indicative particular events on serialized 
programming Such as daytime soap operas or other serialized 
content items. The metadata may also include information 
about specific entities to which (or to whom) portions of 
content items relate. For example, the metadata may indicate 
news about particular sports players, celebrities, politicians, 
particular companies (e.g., including a company's stock 
ticker symbol), particular places associated with the content 
items, etc. In one embodiment, the metadata is generated 
automatically based on one or more of the program guide 
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4 
data, closed captioning data, or other data associated with the 
content. In one embodiment, the metadata service 127 
receives the metadata or information about events in content 
items from the content provider 112, either in information 
received with the content items or via a separate communi 
cations channel. In one embodiment, the content provider 
provides weather or other public alerts that are converted to 
metadata by the metadata service in association with a related 
content item, e.g., a news show. In one embodiment, the 
metadata service 127 may receive the metadata from one or 
more human operators who enter databased on reviewing the 
content items. The reviewing may provide metadata for live 
broadcasts as a live content item is broadcast. 
One or both of the mobile device 102 and the distribution 

system 110 may include a local profile database 128 (on the 
mobile device 102) and/or a server profile database 130 on the 
distribution system 110. The profile databases 128 and 130 
store event user profiles that include one or more triggers or 
criteria for identifying events of interest to the user of par 
ticular mobile devices from the metadata. The user profiles 
may include logical rules or heuristics relating metadata to a 
particular user. The user profiles may be based on content or 
event preferences provided by the user through a user inter 
face screen of the mobile device 102 or via another interface 
such as a web page provided by the distribution system 110. 
The user profiles may also be based on content items previ 
ously viewed by the user on the mobile device 102. For 
example, profiles may include a weighting of metadata or 
criteria that match frequently viewed content items or fre 
quently viewed portions of content items. For example, if a 
user tends to watch portions of news programs having sports 
news (e.g., content items having metadata identifying por 
tions as sports), the profile for that user may increase the 
weight of sports news related metadata. In one embodiment, 
the server profile database 130 may synchronize a user's 
profile with one or more of the mobile devices 102 that are 
associated with the user so that the user's profile is not lost if 
the memory of the mobile device 102 is reset or if the user 
switches mobile devices 102. 

In one embodiment, the mobile device 102 includes an 
event matching module 132 that processes received metadata 
and compares it to one or more user profiles or processes the 
metadatabased on the user profiles in the profile database 128 
and instructs the mobile device 102 to tune to matching con 
tent items, to store (and thus record) the content item, or to 
otherwise notify the user of the match. In one embodiment, 
the distribution system 110 includes an event matching ser 
Vice 134 to perform the matching function in server comput 
ers of the distribution system 110 using profile data from the 
profile database 130 and provide instructions to the mobile 
device 102 based on the match. One embodiment includes 
both the event matching module 132 of the mobile device and 
the event matching service 134 of the server. In one such 
embodiment, certain types of metadata or profile data are 
processed on the server module 134 and certain metadata or 
profile data is processed on the mobile device 102. It is to be 
recognized, however, that other embodiments may include a 
single event matching module 132 or matching service 134. 
In one embodiment, some mobile devices 102 may include 
the event matching module 132 (e.g., devices with more pow 
erful processing) while other devices 102 (e.g., with less 
powerful processing capabilities) may rely on the matching 
module of the distribution system 110. 
The mobile device 102 may also include a rendering mod 

ule 122 configured to render the multimedia content items 
received over the content item communication link 108. The 
rendering module 122 may include analog and/or digital tech 
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nologies. The rendering module 122 may include one or more 
multimedia signal processing systems, such as video encod 
erS/decoders, using encoding/decoding methods based on 
international standards such as MPEG-X and H.26X stan 
dards. Such encoding/decoding methods generally are 
directed towards compressing the multimedia data for trans 
mission and/or storage. 

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating an example of one of 
the mobile devices 102 such as illustrated in FIG. 1. The 
device 102 includes a processor 202 that is in communication 
with a memory 204 and a network interface 208 that commu 
nicates over the program communication link 108. The net 
work interface 208 includes a receiver 224 configured to 
receive the unidirectional program communication link 108. 
The network interface 208 and receiver 224 may receive 
signals according to wired technologies including Ethernet, 
telephone (e.g., POTS), cable, power-line, and fiber optic 
systems, and/or wireless technologies comprising one or 
more of a code division multiple access (CDMA or 
CDMA2000) communication system, a frequency division 
multiple access (FDMA) system, a time division multiple 
access (TDMA) system such as GSM/GPRS (General Packet 
Radio Service)/EDGE (enhanced data GSM environment), a 
TETRA (Terrestrial Trunked Radio) mobile telephone sys 
tem, a wideband code division multiple access (WCDMA) 
system, a high data rate (1xEV-DO or 1xEV-DO Gold Mul 
ticast) system, an IEEE 802.11 system, a MediaFLO system, 
a DMB System, an orthogonal frequency division multiple 
access (OFDM) system, or a DVB-H system. 
The mobile device 102 may include an optional second 

network interface 206 for communicating via the second 
bi-directional communication link 106. The network inter 
face 206 may include any suitable antenna (not shown), a 
receiver 220, and a transmitter 222 so that the exemplary 
device 102 can communicate with one or more devices over 
the second communication link 106. Optionally, the network 
interface 206 may also have processing capabilities which 
reduce processing requirements of the processor 202. 
The device 102 may also include one or more of a display 

210, a user input device 212 Such as a key, touch screen, or 
other suitable tactile input device, a loudspeaker 214 com 
prising a transducer adapted to provide audible output based 
on a signal received over the communication link 106 and/or 
a microphone 216 comprising a transducer adapted to provide 
audible input of a signal that may be transmitted over one or 
both of the communication links 106 and 108. In one embodi 
ment, the input device 212 comprises an accelerometer or 
other device configured to detect movement of the device. 
The device 102 may optionally include a battery 231 to 

provide power to one or more components of the device 102. 
The device 102 may comprise at least one of a mobile hand 
set, a personal digital assistant, a laptop computer, a headset, 
a vehicle hands free device, or any other electronic device. 
For example, one or more aspects taught herein may be incor 
porated into a phone (e.g., a cellular phone), a personal data 
assistant ("PDA), an entertainment device (e.g., a music or 
Video device), a headset (e.g., headphones, an earpiece, etc.), 
a microphone, or any other Suitable device. 
The device 102 may be implemented in a variety of ways. 

Referring to FIG. 2, the device or apparatus 102 is represented 
as a series of interrelated functional blocks that may represent 
functions implemented by, for example the processor 202, 
Software, some combination thereof, or in Some other manner 
as taught herein. For example, the processor 202 may facili 
tate user input via the input devices 212. Further, the trans 
mitter 222 may comprise a processor for transmitting that 
provides various functionalities relating to transmitting infor 
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6 
mation to another device 102. The receiver 220 may further 
comprise a processor that provides various functionality 
relating to receiving information from another device 102. 
The device 102 may be configured to receive data concur 

rently from one or both of the communication links 106 and 
108. For example, the processor 202 may be incapable of 
performing the receiving and/or transmitting functions of the 
bidirectional network interface 206 at the same time that the 
broadband unidirectional interface 208 is receiving over the 
program communication link 108. Thus, for example, in one 
embodiment, reception or display of a broadcast of a program 
may be discontinued over the program communication link 
108 when a signal, e.g., a telephone call for example, is 
received over the communication link 106. 
The device 102 may be implemented using any suitable 

combination of the functions and components discussed with 
reference to FIG. 2. In one example of the device 102, the 
device 102 may comprise one or more integrated circuits. 
Thus, such integrated circuits may comprise one or more 
processors that provide the functionality of the processor 202 
illustrated in FIG. 2. The integrated circuit may comprise 
other types of components that implement some or all of the 
functionality of the illustrated processor components. Fur 
ther, one or more processors may implement the functionality 
of the illustrated processor components. 

FIG. 3 illustrates an example of a user interface 300 dis 
played on the display 210 of the mobile device 102 for select 
ing events of interest to a particular user of the mobile device 
102. In one embodiment, the user interface 300 allows users 
of the device 102 to edit a user profile of the profile database 
128 of the mobile device 102. In another embodiment, the 
user interface 300 allows users of the device 102 to edita user 
profile of the profile database 130 of the distribution system 
110. The example interface 300 illustrates a hierarchy of 
events that the user may select to add (or deselect to remove) 
from their profile. For example, the user can select high level 
events such as “News” or “Sports” so that there device 102 
tunes to Such content whenever metadata defining Such events 
is received. To better focus on content items of interest to the 
viewer, subcategories of events such as “News' events such 
as “Live Events,” “Reports,” or “Weather may be selected. 
More detailed subcategories such as “Celebrities' may fur 
ther include a text entry box or submenu (not shown) for 
selecting particular celebrities. Thus, a user may enter or 
select one or more names such as “Thomas Jefferson' and be 
notified of news reports related to Thomas Jefferson. Other 
categories of events may also have associated filter data, e.g., 
the “Weather category may be associated with a zip code or 
region of interest to the user. The information from the user 
interface 300, or other sources of user profile information 
Such as past viewed data, may be stored in the user profile 
database 128 or 130 in any suitable format or data structure. 
For example, the events may be stored in a user profile as text 
or other data indicative of text of a particular category that can 
be matched to the metadata provided by the metadata service 
127. 

FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating an example of a method 
400 of receiving at least portions of content items having 
events that match a user profile Such as in the example system 
100. The method 400 begins at a block 400 in which the 
processor 202 of the mobile device 102 receives broadcast 
content having identified therewith metadata defining events 
in the broadcast content. 
Moving to a block 404, the processor 202 identifies a 

broadcast of a content item containing at least one event 
metadata satisfying event criteria associated with a user. In 
one embodiment, the processor 202 identifies, via event the 
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matching module 132, the broadcast by processing or com 
paring the metadata with user profile data from the profile 
database 128 of a user of the mobile device 102. Next at a 
block 406, the processor 202 tunes a receiver, e.g., the 
receiver 224 or the receiver 222, to the broadcast upon the 
receipt of particular portion of the broadcast. In one embodi 
ment, the metadata may be received prior to the particular 
portion of the broadcast, thus the processor 202 may wait to 
tune the receiver until the particular portion of the content 
item is broadcast. 

Proceeding to a block 408, the processor 202 may output at 
least the particular portion of the received broadcast for dis 
play. In one embodiment, the rendering module 122 receives 
the output portion of the broadcast, decodes, and renders the 
broadcast content to the display 210 and/or the loudspeaker 
214 of the mobile device 102. 

In one embodiment, the mobile device 102 may render the 
content while providing a user interface for the user of the 
mobile device to discontinue display of the broadcast content 
based on user input. In one embodiment, the mobile device 
102 renders the broadcast content for a specified time period 
during which the user may confirm that they wish to continue 
rendering of the content and discontinue based on a lack of 
user input such as via the input device 212. Thus, the mobile 
device 102 can being rendering the content automatically 
upon receipt but will discontinue rendering if the user does 
not provide feedback for the rendering to continue (as may 
occur if the device 102 is not in proximity to the user or 
otherwise not being used) in order to save power when the 
user does not express interest in the broadcast. 

It is to be recognized that depending on the embodiment, 
certain acts or events of any of the methods described herein 
can be performed in a different sequence, may be added, 
merged, or left out all together (e.g., not all described acts or 
events are necessary for the practice of the method). More 
over, in certain embodiments, acts or events may be per 
formed concurrently, e.g., through multi-threaded process 
ing, interrupt processing, or multiple processors, rather than 
sequentially. 

In one embodiment, the distribution system 110, for 
example, as embodied in the profile database 130 and/or event 
matching service 134 may perform some or all of the acts 
associated with the method 400. 

For example, FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating an example 
ofa method 500 of accessing at least portions of content items 
having events that match a user profile Such as in the example 
system 100. In particular, the method 500 begins at a block 
502 in which the metadata service 127 of the distribution 
system 110 provides metadata identified with at least a por 
tion of one of plurality of broadcasts that is received by the 
event matching service 134. 

Next at a block 504, the event matching service 134 deter 
mines, based on the metadata identified with the portion of 
broadcast content, whether the portion contains at least one 
event metadata satisfying event criteria associated with a 
profile of a user. Proceeding to a block 506, the event match 
ing service 134 instructs a receiver of a particular mobile 
device 102 of the user to tune to the broadcast for receipt of 
the portion of the broadcast. The event matching service 134 
may communicate the instruction over one, or both, of the 
communication links 106 and 108. In one embodiment, the 
matching service 134 may further instruct the mobile device 
102 to provide a notification that the received content is 
available for playback on the mobile device 102. 

In view of the above, one will appreciate that the disclosure 
addresses how to enable users to receive desired content. For 
example, the illustrated aspects may provide a method and 
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8 
apparatus of automatically tuning a mobile device to particu 
lar portions of content of interest to the user. In one embodi 
ment, such portions include content events that are identified 
during the broadcast. In one embodiment, the portions 
include content events that are identified based on metadata 
provided in association with the content and which may be 
based on live content, or content that is not fully described in 
complete or fine grained detail by electronic guide data. 

Those skilled in the art will recognize that the various 
illustrative logical blocks, modules, circuits, and algorithm 
steps described in connection with the aspects disclosed 
herein may be implemented as electronic hardware, computer 
software, or combinations of both. To clearly illustrate this 
interchangeability of hardware and Software, various illustra 
tive components, blocks, modules, circuits, and steps have 
been described above generally in terms of their functionality. 
Whether such functionality is implemented as hardware or 
Software depends upon the particular application and design 
constraints imposed on the overall system. Skilled artisans 
may implement the described functionality in varying ways 
for each particular application, but such implementation deci 
sions should not be interpreted as causing a departure from 
the scope of this disclosure. 

For example, any illustrative logical blocks, modules, and 
circuits described in connection with the aspects disclosed 
herein may be implemented within or performed by an inte 
grated circuit (“IC), an access terminal, or an access point. 
The IC may comprise a general purpose processor, a digital 
signal processor (DSP), an application specific integrated 
circuit (ASIC), a field programmable gate array (FPGA) or 
other programmable logic device, discrete gate or transistor 
logic, discrete hardware components, electrical components, 
optical components, mechanical components, or any combi 
nation thereof designed to perform the functions described 
herein, and may execute codes or instructions that reside 
within the IC, outside of the IC, or both. A general purpose 
processor may be a microprocessor, but in the alternative, the 
processor may be any conventional processor, controller, 
microcontroller, or state machine. A processor may also be 
implemented as a combination of computing devices, e.g., a 
combination of a DSP and a microprocessor, a plurality of 
microprocessors, one or more microprocessors in conjunc 
tion with a DSP core, or any other such configuration. 
The steps of a method or algorithm described in connection 

with the aspects disclosed herein may be embodied directly in 
hardware, in a Software module executed by a processor, or in 
a combination of the two. A software module may reside in 
RAM memory, flash memory, ROM memory, EPROM 
memory, EEPROM memory, registers, hard disk, a remov 
able disk, a CD-ROM, or any other form of storage medium 
known in the art. An exemplary storage medium is coupled to 
the processor Such the processor can read information from, 
and write information to, the storage medium. In the alterna 
tive, the storage medium may be integral to the processor. The 
processor and the storage medium may reside in an ASIC. The 
ASIC may reside in a user terminal. In the alternative, the 
processor and the storage medium may reside as discrete 
components in a user terminal. 

While the above detailed description has shown, described, 
and pointed out novel features of the invention as applied to 
various aspects, it will be understood that various omissions, 
Substitutions, and changes in the form and details of the 
device or process illustrated may be made by those skilled in 
the art without departing from the scope of this disclosure. As 
will be recognized, the invention may be embodied within a 
form that does not provide all of the features and benefits set 
forth herein, as some features may be used or practiced sepa 
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rately from others. The scope of this disclosure is defined by 
the appended claims, the foregoing description, or both. All 
changes which come within the meaning and range of equiva 
lency of the claims are to be embraced within their scope. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A method of receiving multimedia data on a mobile 

device, the method comprising: 
receiving broadcast content, the broadcast content com 

prising information about broadcasts and metadata 
defining events corresponding to the broadcasts; 

identifying information about a broadcast associated with 
at least one event metadata satisfying event criteria asso 
ciated with a user, wherein the at least one event meta 
data is configured to identify at least a particular portion 
of a content item in the broadcast; 

tuning a receiver of the mobile device to the broadcast at 
the particular portion of the content item in the broadcast 
corresponding to the at least one event metadata, 
wherein the particular portion of the content item is 
identified prior to the tuning of the receiver to receive the 
broadcast; 

outputting at least the particular portion of the content item 
in the received broadcast; and 

discontinuing the outputting of the content item based on a 
lack of user input within a selected time period. 

2. The method of claim 1, further comprising receiving the 
metadata defining events. 

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the receiving is during 
the broadcast of the broadcast content. 

4. The method of claim 2, wherein identifying the broad 
cast comprises comparing the received metadata to a profile 
of the user, the profile comprising the event criteria. 

5. The method of claim 2, wherein receiving the metadata 
comprises receiving the metadata on the mobile device, and 
wherein the identifying is performed by the mobile device. 

6. The method of claim 4, wherein receiving the metadata 
comprises receiving the metadata on a server, and wherein the 
comparing is performed by the server. 

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the metadata comprises 
at least one category associated with the particular portion of 
the content item. 

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising receiving 
user input indicative of whether to continue outputting the 
broadcast. 

9. The method of claim8, further comprising discontinuing 
outputting of the content item based on the user input. 

10. The method of claim 8, wherein receiving the user input 
comprises sensing movement of the mobile device. 

11. The method of claim 8, wherein receiving the user input 
comprises receiving at least one of a touch screen interaction 
or keypress. 

12. The method of claim 1, wherein outputting the received 
content item comprises playing the received content. 

13. The method of claim 12, wherein playing the received 
content item comprises 

decoding the received content item; and 
outputting the decoded content item via at least one of a 

display and a speaker. 
14. The method of claim 1, wherein outputting the received 

content item comprises outputting the received content item 
to a storage electrically attached to the mobile device. 

15. The method of claim 14, further comprising providing 
a notification that the received content item is available for 
playback on the mobile device. 

16. The method of claim 15, wherein the notification com 
prises at least one of displaying information and outputting a 
Sound. 
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17. A device for accessing content items, comprising: 
a receiver configured to receive broadcast content, the 

broadcast content having identified therewith metadata 
defining events in the broadcast content; 

a storage configured to store at least one profile for access 
ing multimedia content items; and 

a processor configured to: 
identify a broadcast of a content item having identified 

therewith at least one event metadata satisfying event 
criteria associated with a user, wherein the at least one 
event metadata is configured to identify at least a 
particular portion of the content item in the broadcast; 

tune the receiver to the broadcast at the particular portion 
of the content item in the broadcast having identified 
therewith the at least one event metadata, wherein the 
particular portion of the content item in the broadcast 
is identified prior to the receiver being tuned to receive 
the content item in the broadcast; 

output at least the particular portion of the content item 
in the received broadcast; 

discontinue output of the content item based on a lack of 
user input; and 

identify the lack of user input based on lack of user input 
within a selected time period. 

18. The device of claim 17, wherein the processor is further 
configured to: decode the particular portion of the content 
item in the broadcast; and 

output the decoded portion via at least one of a display and 
a speaker. 

19. The device of claim 17, wherein the processor is con 
figured to output the particular portion of the broadcast to the 
storage, and wherein the storage is further configured to store 
the output portion. 

20. The device of claim 19, wherein the processor is con 
figured to provide a notification that the stored portion is 
available for playback on the mobile device. 

21. The device of claim 20, wherein the processor is con 
figured to provide the notification by at least one of displaying 
information and outputting a Sound. 

22. A device for accessing content items, comprising: 
means for receiving broadcast content, the broadcast con 

tent having identified therewith metadata defining 
events in the broadcast content; 

means for storing at least one profile for accessing multi 
media content items; and 

means for processing, the processing means configured to: 
identify a broadcast of a content item having identified 

therewith at least one event metadata satisfying event 
criteria associated with a user, wherein the at least one 
event metadata is configured to identify at least a 
particular portion of the content item in the broadcast; 

tune the receiving means to the broadcast at the particu 
lar portion of the content item in the broadcast having 
identified therewith the at least one event metadata, 
wherein the particular portion of the content item in 
the broadcast is identified prior to the receiver being 
tuned to receive the content item in the broadcast; 

output at least the particular portion of the content item 
in the received broadcast; 

discontinue output of the content item based on a lack of 
user input; and 

identify the lack of user input based on lack of user input 
within a selected time period. 

23. The device of claim 22, further comprising means for 
rendering the output portion of the broadcast. 
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24. A computer-program product, comprising: 
a computer readable medium comprising codes executable 
by at least one processor of a mobile device to: 
receive broadcast content, the broadcast content having 

identified therewith metadata defining events in the 
broadcast content; 

identify a broadcast of a content item having identified 
therewith at least one event metadata satisfying event 
criteria associated with a user, wherein the at least one 
event metadata is configured to identify at least a 
particular portion of the broadcast content; 

tune a receiver of the mobile device to the broadcast at 
the particular portion of the broadcast containing the 
at least one event metadata, wherein the identified 
particular portion of the broadcast content is identi 
fied prior to the receiver being tuned to receive the 
broadcast; 

output at least the particular portion of the received 
broadcast 

discontinue output of the content based on a lack of user 
input; and 

identify the lack of user input based on lack of user input 
within a selected time period. 

k k k k k 

10 

15 

12 


