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Application filed February 16, 1891. Serial No. 381,581, (No model.) 

To all whon, it may concern. 
Be it known that I, GEORGER. KENT, a citi 

Zen of the United States, residing at Burling 
ton, in the county of Racine and State of Wis 
consin, have invented certain new and use 
ful Improvements in Fifth-Wheel Devices for 
Wagons, of which the following is a specifica 
tion, reference being had therein to the ac companying drawings. 
My invention relates more particularly to 

grocery or delivery wagons, it being very de 
sirable that wagons of this class should be ca 
pable of being turned in a small space or be 
ing what is termed “quick-turning' vehicles. 
The object of my invention is to provide a 

wagon which shall possess this feature and 
yet is so constructed that neither space nor 
convenience is sacrificed in accomplishing 
this desired result. 

In the drawings which accompany and form 
a part of this specification I have shown in 
side elevation in Figure 1 a Wagon embody 
ing my invention, portions of the body and 
front wheel being broken away to illustrate 
the construction of the different parts. Fig. 
2 is a plan view of the front axle, springs, 
and a portion of the reach, showing the pecu 
liar shape of the axle and the manner in which 
it is fastened to the reach. Fig. 3 is a view 
of the front end of the bottom of the Wagon 
body, showing the arrangement of the parts, 
the manner of attaching them to the body of 
the wagon, and the novel form of circle or 
fifth-wheel which I employ. Fig. 4 is a detail 
detached perspective view to illustrate the 
construction of the parts by which the springs 
are or may be attached to the fifth-wheel. 
Fig. 5 is a detail perspective view of the front 
end of the reach, said figure being on a some 
what larger scale than the other views. 

Similar letters of reference denote similar 
parts in the different figures of the drawings. 
A denotes the Wagon-body, which is con 

structed, as shown in Fig. 1, in two compart 
ments B and C, separated from each other by 
the rack or grating A', which is made in two 
parts and which rests at its sides on cleats b, 
The grating A is made in two parts, so that 
one part may be slid forward out of the way 
when desired. The upper compartment B is 
intended for light-weight packages and arti 

ticles, while those heavier are to be carried in 
the lower compartment C. At the front of 
the Wagon, beneath the seat, is a smaller com 
partment D, which preferably has a metallic 
lining d, and is intended as a receptacle for 
oil or other articles which might injure the 
finer groceries in the rear compartments. 
The hinged coverd of this compartment forms 
a seat for the driver and may be packed to 
form a perfectly-tight cover. It is preferably 
made in two parts so that the driver may 
raise one part to obtain access to the compart 
ment without getting up. 
I preferably provide my improved wagon 

with a cover E, having at its front an adjust 
able hood e, which is adapted to be thrown up 
out of the Way when not wanted for use or 
when the driver is getting in or out of the Wagon frequently. 
At the rear of the wagon is the door F, 

which is hinged to the side of the frame and 
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provided with the locking-bolts f, which have 
their inner ends pivoted eccentrically in the 
disk f', which is pivoted to the door and pro 
vided with a turning-handlef, so that both 
bolts may be simultaneously thrown out or in. 
To the under side of the wagon (see Fig. 3) 

I attach two bolsters G H by any suitable 
means, as by bolts, and I provide said bol 
sters with curved Wear-plates a C, the plate 
a being formed on the arc of a much larger 
circle than plate a'. By means of a bolt a 
in the bolster H, I pivot my fifth-wheel or 
circle, which is of peculiar form, as shown, 
consisting of segmental outer portions in, con 
nected by crossing-arms in and radial arm 
in, said segmental portions being in contact 
With said Wear-plates. To the radial arm in 
is attached in any suitable manner, as by the 
circular plates m, the springs I, supporting 
the forward end of the wagon-body, said 
springs being hung to the forward axle L by 
boltsi or other suitable connections, 
The forward axle L is bent rearward, as 

shown in Figs. 1 and 2, and the reach M is 
pivotally joined thereto by a bolt h, which is 
nearly or directly in a vertical line beneath 
the pivot-bolt a” of the fifth-wheel. By thus 
providing the forward axle with a rearward 
ly-extending portion, to which the reach is 
pivotally attached rearward of those portions 
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of the said axle which carry the forward 
wheels, and by correspondingly pivoting the 
fifth-wheel the pivotal or turning point of the 
forward wheels is carried rearward a consider 
able distance, so that the wagon is practically 
shortened to this extent so far as its quick or 
short turning capacity is concerned; but this 
is effected without making the wagon-body 
shorter, which would diminish the capacity of 
the wagon. 

I claim 
1. The combination, with the fifth-wheel N, 

having on opposite sides of its pivot the seg 
mental portions n, connected by crossing 
arms n' and radial arm n, of the curved wear 
plates a, and C.", against which said segmen 
tal portions bear, and the bolsters G and H 
on the under side of the wagon-body and to 
which said plates are attached. 

2. In a wagon, the combination, with the 
front axle thereof, having a rearwardly-bent 
portion, to which the forward end of the reach 
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is pivoted, of a fifth-wheelN, having its pivot 
above the pivotal point of the reach and hav 
ing segmental portions in on opposite sides of 
its pivot, the curved wear-plates Ct. and (t', 
against which said segmental portions bear, 
and the bolsters G and on the under side of 
the wagon-body and to which the said plates 
are attached. 

3. The combination, with the fifth-wheel N, 
having on opposite sides of its pivot the seg 
mental portions in, connected by the crossing 
arms n' and the radial arm , of the curved 
wear-plates, against which said segmental 
portions bear, and means for supporting said 
Wear-plates. 
In testimony whereof I affix my signature in 

presence of two witnesses. 
GEORGE R. KENT. 

Witnesses: 
A. F. RANSOM, 
A. W. RANSOM. 
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