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This invention relates to folding dining room
tables and more particularly to a folding table
wherein the legs do not interfere with the per-
sons sitting at the table.

An object of the present invention is to pro-
vide a folding dining room table of simple and
efficient construction wherein there are no corner
legs to interfere with the users when the legs are
unfolded. -

Another object of the present invention is to
provide a folding dining room table having an
improved leg supporting means therein.

‘A further object of the present invention is to
provide a folding dining room table having im-
proved retaining means for positioning the legs
thereof.

A still further object of the present invention

is to provide g folding dining room table where-
in the legs lie flat against the top member when
in folded position.
" These together with other objects and advan-
tages which will become subsequently apparent
reside in the details of construction and opera-
tion as more fully hereinafter described and
claimed, reference being had to the accompany-
ing drawings forming a part hereof, wherein like
numerals refer to like parts throughout, and in
which:

Figure 1 is a bottom view of the preferred form

of the present invention with the legs in un- -

folded position;

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the preferred
form of the same;

Figure 3 is a sectional view taken substantially
along the section line 3—3 of Figure 1;

Figure 4 is a sectional view similar to Figure
3 with. the legs in folded position;

PFigure 5 is a sectional view taken substantially
along the section line 5—3% of Figure 1;

Figure 6 is a sectional view similar to Figure
5 with the legs in folded position;

Figure 7 is a sectional view showing the means
for locking the legs in unfolded position;

Figure 8 is a bottom view of an end of the
means for locking the legs in unfolded position;
and

PFigure 9 is a detailed view of the means for
locking the legs in folded position.

Referring now more specifically to the accom-
panying drawings it will be seen that the im-
proved dining room table forming the subject
of this invention includes, as best shown in
Figure 2, a. top member 10 having foldable legs
12 secured to the undersurface thereof.

A pair of spaced parallel rails 14 are secured
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to the undersurface of the top member 10 ad-
jacent the sides thereof. The rails 14 are shorter
than the length of the top member (B whereby
a space Is formed between the ends of the rails
{4 and downwardly extending flanges 16 at the
edges of the top member {0. A pair of spaced
notches {8 are formed in each of the rails 14
in the lower edge thereof.  The notches 18 are
positioned from each end of the rails 4 approx-
imately one-quarter of the length of the rails 14.

The legs 12 comprise a pair of vertical mem-
bers 28 pivotally secured together in crossed re-
lation at the midpoints thereof, as at 13. A
pair of upper and lower horizontal cross mem-
bers 21, 22 are suitably secured intermediate their
ends to opposite ends of each vertical member
28. The lower cross members 22 form a pair of
spaced horizontal base members for the vertical
members 20 and the other two, upper members
21 form a pair of horizontal leg supports for se-
curing the vertical members 20 to the table.

The ends of the upper cross members 21 form-
ing the leg supports.are adapted to slide on the
rails 14, Retaining means are provided for
keeping the members 2! in contact with the
rails {4. The retaining means comprises a
member overlying each of the rails i4. Each of
the members is formed of a pair of straps 24
which are secured at one end to opposite flanges
{6 adjacent the top member 18. The other ends
of the straps 24 are secured together by a spring
26. The ends of members 2i lie between the
straps 24 and the rails 14 and are thus resil-
iently held against the rails 4.

The top member i0 has a pair of members 28
secured to the undersurface thereof between the
rails 14 and closely adjacent thereto. The mem-
bers 28 are of a length substantially equal to the
spacing of the notches i8 in the rails 14. A latch
80 is pivotally secured to each end of the mem-
bers 28 and is adapted fto overlie the members
21 forming the leg supports when the members
21 are engaged in the notches 18.

The top member 16 is further provided with a
block 32 secured to the undersurface thereof
adjacent the midpoint thereof. A latch 34 is
pivotally mounted on the lower surface of the
block 32. The latch 34 is adapted to averlie one
of the vertical members 20 when the legs are in
folded position. ‘

To set up the table the members 21 are moved
into engagement with the notches 18. The latches
30 are moved to overlie the members 21 to re-
tain. the legs in unfolded position. To fold the
table first the latches 30 are moved to inopera-
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tive position, then the members 21 are with-
drawn from the notches 18 and moved along the
rails 14 to the spaces formed between the ends
of the rails 14 and the flanges 16. 'The ends of
rails {4 are rounded to permit easy movement
of the members 21 thereon. The latch 34 is
moved to overlie one of the vertical members 20
to retain the legs in a folded position.

From. the foregoing, the construction and op-
eration of the device will be readily understood
and further explanation is believed to be un-
necessary. However, since numerous modifica-
tions and chanhges will readily occur to those
skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the
invention to the exact construction shown and
described, and accordingly all suitable modifi-
cations and equivalents may be resorted. to, fall-
ing within the scope of the appended claims.

What is claimed as new is as follows:

1. In a folding dining room table, a top mem-
ber guide means secured to the undersurface of
said top member, leg supports slidably engaging
the lower surface of said guide means, retain-
ing means engaging the lower surface of said

leg supports and maintaining the leg supports *

in contact with the guide means, a folding leg
member secured to each of said leg supports and
a base member secured to the lower end of each
of said leg members, said guide means compris-
ing a pair of spaced parallel rails, said leg sup-
ports comprising a pair of spaced parallel mem-
bers extending transversely to said rails with
opposite ends engaging said rails for slidable
movement thereon, said retaining means com=-
prising a pair of resilient members secured to
the undersurface of said top member and over-
‘lying said guide means, said members each com-
prising a pair of flexible straps secured to said
top member and a spring secured between said
straps, said rails each having a pair of spaced
notches adjacent the midportion thereof and in
the lower edge thereof, said leg supports being
received in said notches when the leg members
are in unfolded position. )

2. In a folding dining room table, a top mem-
ber guide means secured. to the undersuriace
of said top member, leg supports slidably en-
gaging the lower surface of said guide means,
retaining means engaging the lower surface of
said leg supports and maintaining the leg sup-
ports in contact with the guide means, a fold-
ing leg member secured to each of said leg sup-
ports and a base member secured to the lower
end of each of said leg members, said guide
means comprising a pair of spaced parallel rails,
said leg supports comprising a pair of spaced
parallel members extending transversely to said
rails with opposite ends engaging said rails for
slidable movement thereon, said retaining means
comprising a pair of resilient members secured
to the undersurface of said top member and
overlying said guide means, said resilient mem-
bers each comprising a pair of flexible straps
secured to said top member and a spring secured
between said straps, said rails each having a pair
of spaced notches adjacent the midportion there-
of and in the lower edge thereof, said leg supports
being received in said notches when the leg
members are in unfolded position, said rails be-
ing of less length than said top member and said
leg members whereby the leg supports will lie
against the top member when the leg members
are in folded position,

3. In a folding dining room table, a. top mem-
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ber guide means secured to the undersurface of
said top member, leg supports slidably engag-
ing the lower surface of said guide means, re-
taining means engaging the lower surface of said
leg supports and maintaining the leg supports
in contact with the guide means, a folding leg
member secured to each of said leg supporis
and a base member secured to the lower end of
each of said leg members, said guide means com-
prising a pair of spaced parallel rails, said leg
supports comprising a pair of spaced parallel
members extending transversely to said rails
with opposite ends engaging said rails for slida-
ble movement thereon, said retaining means
comprising a pair of resilient members secured
to the undersurface of said fop member and
overlying said guide means, said resilient mem-
bers each comprising g pair of fiexible straps
secured to said top member and a spring secured
between said straps, said rails each having a pair
of spaced notches adjacent the midportion
thereof and in the lower edge thereof, said leg
supports being received in said notches when
the legs are in unfolded position, said rails being
of less length than said top member and said
leg membpers whereby the leg supports will lie
against the top member when the leg members
are in folded position, said top member being
provided with a latch member adjacent its mid-
porsion thereof which latch engages one of the
leg members in its folded position to retain the
leg members in folded position.

4. In a folding dining room table, a top mem~
ber guide means secured to the undersurface of
said top member, leg supports slidably engaging
the lower surface of said guide means, retaining
means engaging the lower surface of said leg
supports and maintaining the leg supports in
contaet with the guide means, a folding ieg mem-
ber secured to each of said leg supports and a
base member secured to the lower end of each of
said leg members, said guide means comprising
o pair of spaced parallel rails, said leg supports
comprising a pair of spaced parallel members

extending transversely to said rails with opposite

ends engaging said rails for slidable movement
thereon, said retaining means eomprising a pair
of resilient members secured to the undersurface
cf said top members and overlying said guide
means, said resilient members each comprising
& pair of flexible straps secured to said top mem-
ber and a spring secured between said straps,
said rails each having a pair of spaced notches
adjacent the midportion thereof and in the lower
edge thereof, said leg supports being received
in said notches when the leg members are in
unfolded positien, means overlying the supports
when the leg members are in unfolded position
0 .Jlreta-in the supports in the notches in the guide
rails.
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