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This invention relates to the game of golf and, more 
specifically, to a turf-repairing implement particularly 
adapted to be utilized by golfers for eliminating ball-scars 
encountered upon putting greens while participating in the 
game of golf. - 
A “ball-scar” is an indentation formed in the turf surface 

of a putting green by a golfball’s impact therewith follow 
ing an approach shot. On a heavily played course, a large 
number of these indentations may be formed in the sur 
face of a putting green in a single day, particularly when 
the green is in a somewhat moistened condition. Their 
presence is quite detrimental to proper putting. Unless 
removed, a ball-scar between a ball upon the green and the 
cup may spoil a perfect putting stroke by deflecting the 
ball in the course of its travel toward the cup. It is there 
fore highly desirable for a golfer, before putting, to repair 
the surface of the green by eliminating all ball-scars lying 
between his ball and the cup, as is now permitted by golf 
ing regulations. 
With the foregoing in mind, a primary object of this 

invention is the provision of an implement particularly 
adapted for use by golfers in removing ball-scars from the 
turf surfaces of putting greens and the like. 
A related and more specific object is the provision of an 

implement of the type described which is of simple, eco 
nomical, compact and durable construction, and which is 
capable of being utilized by a golfer to effect the removal - 
of ball-scars with maximum ease and speed and with 
minimum disturbance of the turf surface of the green. 
Another object of this invention is the provision of a 

convenient carrier for a turf-repairing implement of the 
type described, which i carrier is so constructed as to se 
curely house the implement when not in use, but into and 
from which - the implement can be quickly and easily in 
serted and withdrawn when desired without the aid of any 
extraneous tools or devices whatsoever. 

aforementioned type which is in the form of a golf, club, 
particularly a putter, such that the turf-repairing imple 
ment carried thereby will always be readily available for 

si use by a golfer encountering a ball-scar while examining 
the turf surface of agreen preparatory to putting. 

Still other objects and advantages will be in part evident 
and in part pointed out hereinafter in the following de 
scription of an illustrative embodiment of the invention, 
which should be read in conjunction with the accompany 
ing drawing, in which: , 

. . . FIGURE, 1 is a top perspective view of a turf-repairing 
implement constructed in accordance with the invention; . 
FIGURES 2 and 3 are, respectively, rear and side elle 

vations of the putter head and a part of the shart of a 
putter constituting a carrier within which the implement of 
FIGURE, 1 is housed; 
FIGURE, 4 is a vertical section taken approximately 

along line 4-4 of FIGURE 2; 
FIGURE 5 shows a golfer utilizing the implement of 

FIGURE 1 to remove a ball-scar from the turf surface of 

Referring more particularly to the drawing, in FIG 
URES 2 and 3 the numeral 10. designates the shaft of a 
putter which further includes a putter head 12 having i a 

. forward, putting face f4, a rear face 16, and side faces 18, 
20. While the putter shown is for a right-handed golfer 

2 
and the head 12 thereof possesses a specific sinuous shape, 
the putter might equally well be for a left-handed golfer 
and have a head of rectangular, cylindrical or other shape. 
So as to render putter head 12 capable of carrying the 

5 turf-repairing implement subsequently described herein, 
there is formed within its rear face 16 a longitudinally ex 
tending slot 22 which includes a first, outermost part 22” 
and a second, undercut part 22”. Slot 22 opens at one end 
through side face 18 of putter head 12, and at its opposite 

10 end preferably terminates just short of side face 20 of the 
putter head (see FIGURES 2 and 4). 

Referring now primarily to FIGURE 1, the turf-re 
pairing implement adapted to be removably housed with 
in slot 22 of putter head 12 consists of a strip-like, gen 

15 erally rectangular member 24 having a substantially fdat 
main body portion 26 with integral leading and trailing 
end portions 28, 30, respectively, extending angularly up 
wardly therefrom. Member 24 is formed of chromium 
vanadium steel or other non-rusting metal and, while sub 

20 stantially rigid, possesses sufficient resiliency to allow lim 
ited defection of end portions 28, 30 relative to its body 
portion 26. To facilitate its insertion into the turf of a 
putting green, the leading end portion 28 of member 24 is 
bifurcated so as to define parallel forks, and its terminal 

25 : edges 32 are curved and sharpened, as shown. Abutment 
means in the form of a stud 34 and pad 36 are mounted 
upon and carried by body portion 26 of member 24. Studi 
34 is formed integral with or secured rigidly to the upper 
surface - of body portion 26 in the approximate center 

30 thereof, and projects normally upwardly therefrom. Pad 
36 is formed integral with or is rigidly secured to the 
upper or outer end of stud 34, and preferably is provided, 
for reasons made apparenthereinafter, with a first concave 
side 38 facing trailing end portion 30 of member 24 and 

35 a second concave side 40 facing leading end portion 28 of 
member 24. With the exception of its concave sides 38, 
40, pad 36 has the general shape of a right rectangular 
solid with its major faces parallel to the plane of body 
portion 26 of member 24. 

40 " Referring now once again primarily to FIGURES 2-4, 
strip-like member 24 is adapted to be removably housed 
within undercut part 22’ of slot 22 of putter head 12, and 
the length of the former is therefore slightly less than the 
length of the latter, while the width of member 24 is slight 

| 45 ly less than the width w of undercut part 22’ of slot 22. 
A more specific object is the provision of a carrier of the The depth d of undercut part 22' of slot 22 is slightly less 

than the distance between a first imaginary plane extend 
ing through the lower surface of body portion 26 of mem 
ber 24 and a second, parallel plane extending between the 

50 - uppermost points on end portion 28, 39 of member 24, 
* when that member is in its relaxed or non-deflected condi 
tion illustrated in FIGURE 1. The diameter and length of 
stud 34, of the abutment means upon body portion 26 of 

"" : member 24 are such that when the latter is housed within 
55 undercut part 22’ of slot 22, as shown in FIGURES 2-4, 

- stud 34 extends freely through the narrower part 22” of 
slot 22, and its outer end and pad 36 are disposed out 
wardly of, but closely adjacent to, rear face 16 of putter 
head 12. 

60 °. Strip-like member 24 is positioned within putter head 
- 12 by inserting leading end portion 28 of the former with 
in the open end of undercut part 22' of slot 22, and then 
sliding member 24 toward side face 20 of the putter head 

- until edge 32 of end portion 28 abuts the closed end of 
65 - slot 22. : As leading end portion 28 of member 24 passes 

through the open end of slot 22 and main body portion 
26 commences to be received therein, end portion 28 
is deflected slightly by the sides of the slot toward the 
plane of body portion 26. Similarly, as trailing end por 

70 i tion 39 of member 24 passes through the open end of 
slot 22, it too is deflected to a limited extent in the direc 
tion of the plane of body portion 26. The tendency of 
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end portións 28, 30 of member 24 to return tô their nor 
mål, non-deflected positions ürges the same and body 
portion 26 into fir? engagement with opposed surfaces 
or unider?ti portion 22’ of slot 22, and thuiš positively 
hairittäins member 24 within slot 22 until such time as 

itS removal therefrom iš desired. " ** , , 
During its åböve-discussed insertion into slot ??, strip 

like më?NÖer. 24 is of coursé positioráèdi în such a manner 
that Stud 34 is received wit?i? part 22” of the slot. The 
insertion of Metaber 24 within slot 22 is accomplished, 
particukai?y during the final movement ef the förm?? 
èlåtive to the latter, by a golfer pôsitiôning one of his 
fingers or thumbs upon e?ñcaÝ? side 38 of pad 36 and 
ešerting a force thèfèön toward face 20 of putter head 
12. Similar?y, removal of strip-like member 24 from slot 
? iš achieved simply by a golfer positioning one of his 

iingers or thumbs upon concave side 40 öffâd 36 a?d 
exerting a force towardi face 18 of the puttérheâd, 

in addition to enabling strip-like membèr 24 to be 
readily positioned in and removed from slot 22, the abut 
met means including padi 36 also facilitates the indended 
utilization of th? ir?plement of FIGURE 1. As is shown 
in FIGUR?R Š, a golfer utilizing the implement to repair 
a ball-Šear upon the turf surface of agreen preferably 
ŠSpS member 24 in Such a manner that his palm en 
closes end portion 30 and the adjacent section of bôdy 
portion 26, and his thumb abuts concave siá? 38 of pad 
36. With the implement held in this manner, leading ènd 
portion 28 of member 24 is then inserted into the turf 
surface of the green adjacent the periphery of the ball. 
scar by the golfer exerting a force üpön side 38 of pad 
36 with his thumb. Such insertion can b readily acçom 
plished With minim?l effort and disturbance of the turf 
Miji green by reason of the previously discussed 
eni. Vened and bifurcated construction of leading 
nie. portion 28 of member 24. After leading end por 

tion 28 of member 24 has been inserted into the turf, trailing end portion 30 is pivoted downwardly by the 
hand of the golfer a sufficient distance to raise the de 
Pressed turf forming the ball-scar. It will be appreciated 
that the pivotal movement necessary to accomplish this 
rèsült is minimized by the angular relationship existing 
betw?ên portions 26, 28 of member 24. Once the turf 
süfface of the green has been thus restored to its desired, 
Smooth condition, the implement of FIGURE, 1 is again 4 
hollised within the putter, where it remains securely until 
again needed, and the golfer proceeds with his putting 
stroké. M W 

It will thus be seen that the instant invention provides 
a golfing accessory realizing the benefits and possessing 
the advantages hereinbefore noted. The implement of 
FIGURE 1 is of compact, economical and durable con 
Struction and enables a golfer to repair or remove ball 
scars with maximum ease and speed and with minimum 
disturbá?ce of the turf surface of the green. When 
hõused in the manner shown and described within a 
putter head, it is always readily available for use by a 
golfer, being easily removable from the putter head with 
out the assistance of any tools or other extraneous devices, 
but in no way impairs the golfer’s use of the putter or 
the putting stroke. 

In the drawing and specification there has been set 
forth a preferred embodiment of the invention and, al 
though specific terms are employed, they are used in a 
generic and descriptive sense only and not for purposes 
of limitation, since numerous modifications of the inven 
tion will be apparent to those skilled in the art. For 
instance, although a putter head constitutes the preferred 
carrier for the turf-repairing implement, any solid body 
slotted in the manner herein described might also be 
utilized for this purpose. The scope of the invention 
should therefore be construed only in accordance with 
the following claims. 
That which is claimed is: 
1. In combination with a putter including a putter head 
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4. 
having rear and side faces, said rear face of said putter 
head having a slöt extending generally longitudinally 
tihereof and opening at one end through one of said side 
faces of Said putter head, and said, slot including å first, 
Outermost part åtid å se?ond, undercut part, a turf-re 
Þa?ring implement adapted to be utilized by a golfer in 
removing ball-scars and the like from putting greens, said 
implement comprising anelóngate strip-like mèmbér hav 
ing a substantiálily fiat main body portion and leading and 
t?äiliñg ?ndi portions extending angularly upwardly from 
Said main body portion, said member being sufficiently 
resilient to permit limited deflection of said leading and 
trailing end portions toward the plane of said main body 
portion thereof, said leading end portion of said membef 
Being bifurçated ând shàrp?ned for insertion into the 
tuff, áfid åbutment means mounted on and extending 
p?Wardly from said main body portion of said member, 

said strip-like member being adapted to be removably 
housed within said undercut part of said slot of said 
putter head and being adapted for insertion therein and 
rèmoval therefrom through said one end óf Said slot, 
Said abutmént mêains ón said main body portion of Said 
member projecting through, said slot rearwardly gf säid 
rear face of said putter heád Whiên Šaid member is houséd 
withif said undercut part of said slot, and Said abutment 
means being engageable by a portion of a hand of the 
golfer to facilitate insertion and removal of said elongate 
member into and from said undercut part of said slot and 
to facilitate insertion of said leading end portion of said 
member into the turf to be repaired. 

2, 4 ? ççmbina?için as in çlaim 1, wherein said abut 
ment means comprises á stud mounted centrally upon 
and extending normally from the upper Surface of said 
main body portion döf Said member, and a pad carried 
by said stud, said pad having a first concave side facing 
said trailing end portion of said member and a second 
concave side facing said leading ënd portion of said mem 
ber, and wherein said concave sid?s öf said pad are en 
gageable by a portion of a hand of the golfer': 

3. In a combination as in claim 1, wherein the dimen 
sions of said undercut part of said slot are such as to 
cause limited deflection of said leading and trailing end 
portions of said member toward the plane of said main 
body portion thereof upon insertion of said member into 
said undercut part of said slot, and wherein Snug engage 
ment between opposed surfaces of said slot and said 
member housed therein is maintained by the tendency of 
said leading and trailing end portions to return to non 
deflected positions. 

4. In combination, a turf-repairing implement adapted 
to be utilized by a golfer in removing ball-scars and the 
like from putting greens, and a carrier therefor, said car 
rier comprising a putter including a putter head having 
rear and side faces, said rear face of said putter head 
having a slot extending generally longitudinally thereof 
and opening at one end through one of said side faces of 
said putter head, and said turf-repairing implement com 
prising an elongate substantially rigid member having a 
sharpened leading end portion, said elongate member be 
ing adapted to be removably housed within said slot and 
inserted therein and removed therefrom through said one 
end of said slot, and abutment means carried by and ex 
tending transversely from said elongate member, said 
abutment means projecting through said slot rearwardly 
of said rear face of said putter head when said elongate 
member is housed within said slot, and said abutment 
means being engageable by a portion of a hand of the 
golfer to facilitate insertion and removal of said elongate 
member into and from said slot and to facilitate use of 
said implement in removing ball-scars. 

5. In combination, a turf-repairing implement adapted 
to be utilized by a golfer in removing ball-scars and the 
like from putting greens, and a carrier therefor, said car 
rier comprising a solid body having an elongate major 
face and an adjacent transversely-extending side face, said 

  



5 
major face of said body having a slot extending longi 
tudinally thereof and opening at one end through said 
side face of said body, said slot including a first, outer 
most part and a second, undercut part, and said turf repairing implement comprising an elongate i strip-like 
member having a substantially fiat main body portion 
and an integral leading end portion extending forwardly 
and angularly upwardly from said main body portion, said 
member being sufficiently resilient to permit limited deflec 
tion of said leading end portion toward the plane of said 
main body portion thereof, said leading end portion of 
said member being sharpened for insertion into the turf, 
a stud mounted upon and extending normally from the 
upper surface of said main body portion of said mem 
ber, and i a pad upon the upper end of said stud, said 
member being adapted to be removably. housed within 
said undercut part of said slot of said body and being 
adapted for insertion therein and complete removal there 
from through said one end of said slot, said undercut part 
of said slot being dimensioned so as to cause limited de 
flection of said leading end portion of said member to 
ward the plane of said i main body portion ºthereof upon 
insertion of said member into said undercut part of said 
slot whereby said member tends to be maintained within 
said undercut part of said slot by the tendency of said 
leading end portion thereof to return to non-deflected posi 
tion, said stud upon said main body portion of said mem 
ber projecting outwardly from said slot beyond said major 
face of said body when said member is housed within said 
slot, and said pad upon said stud being engageable by a 
portion of a hand of the golfer to facilitate insertion and 
removal of said member into and from said slot and to 
facilitate insertion of said leading end portion of said 
member into the turf to be repaired. 
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6. A turf-repairing implement adapted to be utilized 
by a golfer in removing ball-scars and the like from putt 
ing greens, said implement comprising an elongate, strip 
like, i substantially rigid member having a substantially : 
fiat main body portion and integral leading and trailing 
end portions extending angularly upwardly from said 
main body portion, said leading end portion of said mem 

i ber being bifurcated and the terminal edge thereof being 
| 0 

curved and sharpened for insertion into the turf, a studi 
mounted in the approximate center of and extending 

i normally from the upper surface of said main body por 
tion of said member, and a pad upon the outer end of 

20 

30 

said stud having a concave side facing said trailing end 
portion of said member, said concave side of said pad 
being engageable by the thumb of a hand of a golfer 
grasping said trailing end portion of said member to facili 
tate insertion of said leading end portion of said member 
into the turf to be repaired. 
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