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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, DanierL S. WoLea-
MOTT, a.citizen of the United States, residing
at Millersburg, in the county of Holmes and
State of Ohio, have invented a new and use-
ful Device for Carrying and Setting Concrete
Blocks, of which the following is a specifica-
tion.,

This invention relabes to devices for trans-

orting bricks or blocks and laying the same
mto a wall. . S

The object of the invention is to provide a
lifter or carrier including -a supporting rod
having spaced gripping jaws pivotally
mounted %or lateral movement thereon and
adapted to engage the bricks or blocks to be
transported, said jaws being adjustable
longitudinally of the rod thereby to accom-
modate either whole or half blocks.

A further object is to form the terminals
of the gripping jaws with laterally extending
fingers for spacing the bricks or blocks form-
ing one course in the wall from the blocks in
the adjacent course thereby to prevent the
blocks in the upper course from squeezing

“out the mortar and settling too low.
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A still further object of the invention is to
generally improve this class of devices so as

.to increase their utility, durability and effi-

ciency. ‘
Further objects and advantages will ap-

" pear in the following description, it being
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understoou that various. changes in form,
proportions and minor details of construc-
tion may be resorted to within the scope of
the appended claims.

In the accompanying drawings forming a
part of this specification: Figure 1is a per-

spective view of a block lifting and carrying-

device constructed in accordance with my
invention. [Fig. 2 is an end elevation show-
ing the manner of positioning the blocks on
the wall. Kig. 3 is a side elevation showing
the relatively movable gripping jaws ad-
justed to accommodate half Lricks or blocks.
Fig. 4 is a longitudinal sectional view of the

threaded end of the-supporting member or |

rod and its associated parts.
Similar numerals of refererice indicate cor-
responding parts in all of the figures of the

. drawings.

o
[}

- preferably in the forit of a ro

The 1mproved lifting and carrying device

forming the subject matter of the present

invention includes a supporting member 5
one end of
which is provided with a terminal knob 6

while the opposite end thereof is threaded, as

indicated at 7. N
~ Pivotally mounted for lateral movement
on the supporting member or rod 5 are a plu-
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rality of sets of gripping jaws 8 and 9 each™ -

having its pivoted end provided with an en-
largement, 10 having an opening formed
therein for the reception of therod 5. .

The jaws 8 are slidably mounted on the
rod 5 so as to accomimodate either whole or
half blocks, while the jaws 9 are relatively
stationary and are clamped in position on the
rod by means of nuts 11.

Surrounding the threaded portion of the
rod is a sleeve or collar 12 which forms a
bearing for the relatively stationary gripping
jaws 9 so as to ‘prevent the same from muti-
lating the threads on the rod when said jaws
are moved laterally to operative or inoper-
ative position. ’ o

The terminals of the jaws 8 and 9 are pro-
vided with -inwardly extending projecting
fingers 13 which extend beneath the block 14.

he fingers 13 not only serve to grip the
blocks when transporting the same from

Elace to place but also serve to space the

locks in one course of the wall from the
blocks in a succeeding course when laying
said blocks into a wall, as best shown in Fig,
2 of the drawings. i

Extending laterally from the relatively
stafionary gripping jaws 9 ate intermediate
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arms 15 also provided with angularly dis- -

posed fingers 16 which bear against the ad-
jacent blocks in the same course and serve to
space said blocks laterally from each other.

It will thus be seen that the fingers 13 and
16 serve to support the blocks in spaced re-
lation to each other so as to prevent said

blocks from squeezing out the mertar be-

tween the blocks and settling too low before
the mortar 17 has set. C

In operation the relatively movable jaws 8
are adjusted longitudinally on the rod 5 and
both sets of jaws moved into engagement
with the adjacent side walls of éie block
with the terminal fingers 13 extending be-
neath the'bottom of said block, as best shown
in Fig. 1 of the drawing. The operator then
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grips the rod 5 and carries the block to a wall, -

partition or other structure being erected.

The <lower course of blocks having "been’

placed in position on the wall, said blocks
are covered with a layer of cement or mortar
in the usual manner after which the carrier
containing the block 14 is placed in position
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“on thelower course in the wall with the fin-
’%ers .18 _interposed’ between the upper and
ower blocks, and with the fingers 16 bear-

" ing against the adjacent block in the same
5 .course, - The carrier is left in position on the
block until:the'mortar between the upper and
lower courseshas set after which the jaws are
swung laterally to open position which dis-
engages the fingers from the base of the block

14 80 as to.permit the carrier to be readily de-

*; tached: ‘and. used for transporting another
block. . After the carrier has been detached
from’ the block the spaces formed between
+he blocks by the fingers 13 and 16 may be
4 filled in with mortar and the wall pointed up
“*.jn the-usual manner. o

-

i In.orderto transport-quarter, half or three-
quarter length blocks, it is merely necessary
o move the relatively movablé jaws 8 longi-

. ‘best shown in Fig. 3 of the drawings. -
" From the fcﬁleggoing descri v‘trilg;n it will be
seen that there is provided an extremels
siinple, inexpensive and efficient device a(z
‘mirably adapted for the attainment of the
‘endsin view. , S L
Having thus described the invention what
aimedis: . : _
+:1i" A carrier for concrete blocks including a
) supporting member, and a plurality of sets of
. ~gripping jaws pivotally mounted for lateral
movement on the supporting member and
Er_ov'ide‘d with fingers adapted to engage the
ase of the block, the gripping jaws of one
set being provided with intermediate fingers
for engagement with the adjacent end of the
_block. - N
2. A carrier for concrete blocks including a
sulpporting member, and a plurality of sets of
Te
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elatively stationary and movable gripping
‘jaws pivotally mounted for lateral movement
on the supporting member and provided with
fingers adapted to engage the base of the
bloclk, the intermediate portions of one set, of
45 gripping jaws being provided with similar

>

20 ‘tudinally of the supporting rod or bar 5, as |
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fingers for engagement with the adjacent end .
of the block. _ T

3. A carrier for concrete blocks including a-
rod having a threaded portion, a sleeve en-
gaging the threaded portion of the rod, longi-
tudinally adjustable gripping jaws slidably’
mounted on.the rod ancf provided with fin-
%ers for engagement with the base of the

lock, relatively stationary gripping jaws en-
%zging the sleeveand provided with similar
ingers, and nuts engaging the threads on the
rod and bearing against the stationary grip-
ping jaws. L :

4. A carrier for concrete blocks including &
supporting rod, and a plurality of relatively
stationary and movable gripping jaws pivot-
ally mounted for lateral movement on the
rod and prov'ided with terminal fingers adapt-

ed to grip the base of the block, the pivoted
ends O%rt}g)e .

gripFing jaws being provided with
enlargements having perforations formed
therein for the reception of the rod. :

5. A carrier for concrete blocks including a
sué)porting rod ‘having one end thereof pro-
vided with a threaded portion and its oppo-
site end provided with an enlarged head{) a
‘sleeve engaging the threaded portion of the
rod, relatively stationary gripping jaws
pivotally mounted for lateral movement on
the sleeve, longitudinally adjustable gripping
jaws slidably mounted on the rod in spaced
relation to the stationary jaws, said gripping
jaws being provided Witil terminal fingers
adapted to engage the base of the block, and
clamping nuts engaging the threads on the
rod and bearing against the stationary grip-
ping jaws. ‘ ,

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my .own, I have hereto affixed my signature
in the presence of two witnesses.

~ DANIEL S. WOLGAMOTT.

Witnesses:
Wayne 1. STILWELL,
Jacor BELL.
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