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SHOE COUNTER 

Jacob S. Kamborian, West Newton, Mass. 
Original application September 22, 1943, Serial 
No. 503,338. Divided and this application No 
vember 1, 1945, Serial No. 626,110 

(C. 36-68) 3 Caias, 

This invention pertains to the manufacture of 
footwear and relates nore especially to an in 
proved Counter for shoes, and to a step product 
useful in the manufacture of such a counter, the 
present application being a division of my co 
pending application Serial No. 503,338, filed Sep 
tember 22, 1943, upon which issued my Patent No. 
2,393,989 on February 5, 1946. 

In Order to afford proper Support for the foot, 
and to preserve the initial lasted shape and ap 
pearance of a shoe, it is usual to make the shank 
and heel portion of a shoe bottom structure as 
Stiff as possible, commonly by the employment of 
a Shank piece (often reinforced with metal) and 
by the use of a stiff, moulded counter within the 
heel portion of the upper, the counter having a 
botton flange which underlies and is secured, as 
by tacking, to the rear end portion of the insole 
or equivalent element of the shoe bottom. How 
ever, the counter flange is customarily of small 
Width and only borders the rear portion of the 
Sole member SO that the counter contributes 
little to the proper anchorage for the heel; the 
Counter and Shark piece must be applied sepa 
rately, involving a plurality of operations; the 
counter and shank piece do not mutually sup 
port each other; and in making shoes of the 
force-lasted type, in particular, the necessity for 
Counter lasting and tacking Substantially lessens 
the economies normally a concomitant of force 
lasting. 
The present invention has for its principal 

objects the provision of a novel counter for shoes, 
particularly useful in shoes of the force-lasted 
type, and by means of which a Smooth heel seat 
and adequate rigidity of Shank and counter are 
obtainable Without resort to counter lasting. A 
further object is to provide an improved stage 
product useful in the making of said counter. 
Other and further objects and advantages of the 
invention will be pointed out by reference to the 
accompanying drawings Wherein 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a partially com 
pleted shoe embodying the invention; 

Fig. 2 is a plan view of a combined counter 
and shank blank used in making the shoe of Fig. 
1; and 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the combined 
counter and shank made from the blank of Fig. 
2 as it appears after moulding. 

Referring to the drawings the numeral (Fig. 
1) designates the outer element of a shoe upper 
whose lower margin has been secured to an insole 
or sock lining and which, together With said in 
sole or sock lining, is mounted on a last L, The 
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shoe as illustrated in Fig. 1 also connprises a 
moulded counter which is integral With a shank 
piece. An appropriate blank for forming Such 
a combined shank piece and counter is illus 
trated in Fig. 2. This blank may be 0f any 
desirable counter-forming material, for example 
leather or indurated fiber in sheet form. This 
blank is shaped to provide a central portion 9 
shaped more or less like the conventional shoe 
shank piece having the forward edge 2- and 
the rear end it, but being provided With the 
integral rearwardly projecting tab i8. Counter 
forming side walls or wings is are integrally 
joined to the side edges of the central piece: 9. 
These counter-forming side Walls, or Wings have 
portions in which project rearwardly beyond the 
tab y. Preferably these side walls or Wings 
have beveled edges. 20 and preferably the for 
ward end of the central portion 9 is likewise 
beveled. This blank is moulded by means of 
apparatus generally similar to that used in 
moulding shoe Counters so as to provide a com 
bined counter and shank piece of Fig. 3, in Which 
the side walls or wing members * are arranged 
to stand substantially vertically with their rear 
extensions 7 m overlapping to form a double thick 
ness rear Wall for the counter and With the tab 

by Overlapping this rear Wall at its junction with 
the part 9. This combined counter and shank 
piece is assembled with the upper at an appro 
priate point in the process of making the shoe. 
Usually it is introduced into the upper before 
the last is introduced and if the upper has a 
lining it is introduced between this lining and 
the outer element of the upper. The bottom 
or shank portion of the combined shank and 
counter is cemented to the under surface of the 
insole or sock lining. Subsequent Steps in the 
completion of the shoe may be as follows, assum 
ing the shoe to be of the California type. A 
middle sole is cemented to the forepart portion 
of the sock lining. This middle Sole may con 
sist only of a thick platform of felt or the 
like, or it may comprise a thinner part which is 
directly attached to the sock lining and to Which, 
in turn, the felt platform is secured. If Such a 
thin sole member be used it may be desirable to 
make its toe and heel ends of Stiff material and 
the ball portion of flexible material. This thin 
sole member may or may not extend from toe 
to heel. If it extend to the heel it is arranged 
to underlie the part 9 of the combined counter 
and Shank. The cushioning layer or platform 
iT may be coextensive with the middle sole or 
may itself constitute the middle sole. If the 
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middle sole terminate at the forward end of the 
Shank then, as above suggested, the shank por 
tion of the combined counter and shank is 
Secured directly to the sock lining. The lasting 
margin or wrapper 5 is wiped-in over the middle 
sole and over the shank piece. An Outer sole and 
heel are then applied in the usual manner. 

If desired, an elongate metal shank stiffener 
2f may be associated with the combined counter 
and Shank. This stiffener is shown as compris 0 
ing a fiat plate-like portion 22 at one of its ends. 
which is designed to underlie the shoe heel. Pref 
erably this plate-like portion or head has integral 
prongS 22 which extend through the shoe botton 
structure and Which are clenched over at the 
upper Surface of the insole or sock lining. The 
head 22 may have an aperture 23 for the recep 
tion of a heel-attaching fastener. 
While a desirable embodiment of the invention 

has been shown and described by Way of example 
it is to be understood that the invention is broadly 
inclusive of all equivalents falling Within the 
terms of the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A counter for a shoe Comprising a single 

piece of sheet material shaped to conform to the 
contour of the rear portion of the shoe which is 
to be made, said counter having side Walls sub 
stantially coextensive with the quarter portions 
of said shoe, the rear ends of said side Walls ter 
minating in overlapping flaps which collectively 
form a double thickness rear wall for the counter, 
and a continuous bottom Wall integral With each 
side wall and coextensive with the heel and shank 
portions of said shoe. 

2. That stage product in the manufacture of 
shoes which consists of a combined counter and 
shank blank, said blank having a medial shank 
portion provided with a tab at its rear end and 
counter-forming wings integrally joined to its 

4. 
opposite lateral edges, the medial portion extend 
ing forwardly beyond the wing portions, the free 
rear ends of the wing portions being designed to 
overlap in the completed structure and the tab 
being designed to extend upwardly and overlap 
the joint between the rear end of the medial por 
tion and the overlapping portions of the counter 
Wings. 

3. A combined counter and shank for use in a 
shoe, said combined counter and shank compris 
ing a medial shank portion shaped substantially 
like a conventional shank piece but having an 
integral tab at its heel end and wings integrally 
joined to the respective side edges of the shank 

15 

20 

30 

35 

40 

portion, the forward parts of said Wings being 
Substantially perpendicular to the plane of the 
Shank portion and constituting the opposite side 
walls of the counter, the rear parts of said Wings 
being upright and lapping one over the other and 
collectively constituting a double thickness rear 
Wall for the counter, the tab of the shank piece 
extending upwardly and overlapping the rear sur 
face of the rear Wall of the counter. 

JACOB S. KAMBORAN. 
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