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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

THOMAS H. HOARD, OF ALCESTER, SOUTH DAKOTA.

DIRECTORY. ) “

Application filed July 3,

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, Tmoaas H. Hoarp, a
citizen of the United States, residing at
Alcester, in the county of Union and State
of South Dakota, have invented certain new
and useful Improvements in a Directory,
of which the following is a specification.

This invention appertains to means for
imparting information to tourists and other
persons concerning a city or town, at which
they are stopping, or through which they
are passing. '

The primary object of the present inven-
tion is the provision of a novel illuminated
housing adapted to be secured to a conven-
ient support such as a lamp post or the like
having the name of a city and other informa-
tion thereon for receiving pamphlets for
free distribution, which contain informa-
tion concerning the city, road maps and
the like.

Another prime object of the invention is
to provide novel means for illuminating the
housing, so that the same can be seen from
various sides thereof and for illuminating
the name of the city carried thereby, and
novel means for supporting the directory
and advertising pamphlets therein.

A still further object of the invention is
to provide an improved device of the above
character, which will be durable and efficient
in use, one that will be simple and easy to
manufacture and one which can be placed
upon the market at a small cost.

With these and other objects in view, the
invention consists in the novel construction,
arrangement and formation of parts, as will
be hereinafter more specifically described,
claimed and illustrated in the accompanying
drawings, in which drawings:

Tigure 1 is a perspective view of the im-
proved device.

Figure 2 is a horizontal section through
the same.

Figure 8 is a vertical central section
through the improved device, and

Figure 4 is a central vertical transverse
section through the improved device taken
at right angles to Figure 3 of the drawings.

Referring to the drawings in detail, where-
in similar reference characters designate cor-
responding parts throughout the several
views the letter A generally indicates the
improved device, which comprises a housing
5 preferably formed of sheet metal, suitably
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treated, so as to resist deterioration by the

elements. The housing 5 includes a lower
wall 6, a rear wall 7, side walls 8, a front
wall 9, and a top wall 10. If so desired the
top wall 10 can be connected to the rear wall
7 by means of hinges 11, so that ready access
can be had to the housing, for a purpose,
which will be hereinafter more fully de-
geribed. The ‘cover or top wall 10 .can be
held against opening movement by unau-
thorized persons by means: of a suitable
lock 12 if so desired.

- The front wall 9 can also be provided
with a relatively large opening 13 which
is adapted to be normally closed by a door

14 connected to the wall 9 by means of "

hinges 15. This door 14 carries a suitable
transparent panel 16 held in place by means
of any preferred type of frame 17. This
transparent panel 16 can have printed or
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otherwise formed thereon' the name of the '

city in which the device is to be positioned,
as indicated by the reference character 18
and other information as indicated by the
reference character.19. * As shown, this mat-
ter on the transparent panel 16 below the
name of the city 18 reads as follows: “Silent
road and city directory stop and take one.”
Thus this gives persons passing by informa-
tion to the fact that free city directories are
arranged inside of the casing. . In order to
facilitate the removal of the pamphlets from
the housing, the door 14 is provided with a
trangverse slot 20, which is normally cov-
ered by hinge swinging door 21, which can
have stamped or otherwise placed thereon the
slogan “Open up”, so that persons will know
that they are to open up the door 21 and
take a pamphlet therefrom.

The side walls 8 can also be provided
with transparent or translucent panels 22,
for a purpose which will be hereinafter also
more fully described.

Arranged within the housing 5 and se-
cured to the side walls 8 in spaced relation
to the front and rear walls 9 and 7 is ar-
ranged a partition 25, which terminates
short of the lower end of the housing 5 and
this partition 25 defines a chute 26 for re-
ceiving the pamphlets 27 and an illuminat-
ing compartment 28 in which is adapted to
be positioned an electric incandescent lamp
or the like 29. This lamp 29 is carried by
a suitable socket 80 supported by the par-
tition wall 25. The electric feed wires 31
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for the lamp.can. be.brought into the hous-
ing 5.through. a suitable conduit. 32, which
can lead from the supporting post 33..

The supporting post 83 can be of any
preferred type or nature and if so desired
a lamp post can be utilized for holding .
the housing 5 in position. Suitable clamps
34, are provided for securing the. housing:

5 to the supporting post 83. Now it can
be. seen; that: the lamp.-29 will effectively
lluminate. the transparent. panel 16.and, the
side transparent inserts 22.and.thus permit
the improved device to, be.readily, seen. by

. people..passing: thereby. The: lamp.29--will
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also of course, facilitate: the; reading , of- the
matter written or: otherwise placed. upon the
transparent. panel,

- 'Lhe; pamphlets; 27 are.adapted to contain

. information. concerning: the: city. in.:which

the:housing b5 is positioned; such as the his-
tory thereof, points of interest, time:tables;
road: maps; adyvertising matter and.thelike.
Thie: pamphlets. 97, are.arranged.in a syitahle

- pile.in the. partition. 25- and-the lowermost

25

30

pamphlet rests upon. spaced -supporting
brackets .35. secured: to- the.rear wall; The
lower. endcofi the: partition: plate 25 carries
resilient” fingers: 36, which are. disposed.: di-
rectly- above. the supporting: brackets-35.1in
order: to.maintain: the;pamphlets in,correet
position. :
In order-to.insure of:.the- feeding:of ithe
pamphlets 27 down the.chute; a weight 37
can:be.placed.upon the uppermost-pamphlet.
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. It.can be seen-that when it is desired to
remove: a.pamphlet from.the housing, that
it is merely necessary to open the door 21
and insert the hand in the housing and
grasp the lowermost- pamphlet and pull the
same outward.

It is merely necessary to open the top wall
10, when, it. is .desired to fill the chute with
the pamphlets. ‘

From the foregoing description, it can. be
seeen that I have provided a novel and. at-
tractive means, for giving- infarmation, to
automobile tourists and the like concerning
a town.through which they are passing.

~Changes in details may. be made without

departing-from the spirit. or the scope of this
invention., -
.. What I claim as new is:
. In a.device of the chayacter deseribed, a
Lousing; a. vertically disposed.partition. di-
viding tlie same into a pamplilet, receiving
chute; and. an. illuminating compartment, a
lamp..in the illuminating compartment, a
pivoted door carried by the hLousing ar-
ranged. adjacent. to the lower end of the
chute, and n trapslucent panel carrying in-
formation indicia. disposed in front of the
lamp.

In testimony whereof I affix.my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

. - THOMAS H. HOARD.

‘Witnesses :.

A. T. - Larson, .
- Erra, IparsTepT,
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