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This invention has to do With devices for han 
dling boxes,Cartons and other equipment and 
relates more Specifically to industrial liftS C0m? 
monly employed in Warehouses and the like,the 
primary object being to provide meanS On the 
fingers or forks of the lift for facilitating the 
handling of heavier articles to prevent Slippage 
thereOf frOm the forkS. 

It is the most important object of the preSent 
invention to provide a grab block for the fork of 
an industrial lift that is adapted for Simple re? 
mOVal from the fork When itS USe is nOt deSired Or 
needed and having means of mounting that iS 
Capable of preventing rotation of the bl0ck On 
the fork When plaC6d in USe, 
Another Object of this invention is the prO 

vision of a grab block for industrial lifts that 
comprises a polygonal body adapted t0 rest flatly 
On its fork and haVing a Shank depending there? 
fron that is poiygonal in CrOSS-SeCtiOn and re? 
ceived by a complementary perforation Of the 
fork,all for the purp0se of pushing or pulling 
heaVy objectS Within a WarehoUSe Ort0 and frOm 
a position loaded for tranSportation. 
Other objects of the preSent invention include 

the wayin Which ribs are provided up0n the grab 
block to prevent Slippage;the manner of form 
ing the ribs in the shape of a V to more efec 
tively cause the same to "bite" into boxes and 
the like; and 
all of which Wil pecome clear as the folloWing 
specification progreSSeS,referenCe being had t0 
the accompanying draWing,Wherein: 
Figure is a perspective view of a fork lift 

truck ShoWing grab blOCKS made in aCCOrdance 
with my present invention aSS0ciated therewith. 
Fig.2 is a side elevational View of one of the 

blockS per Se, 
Fig,3 is an end elevational View thereOf. 
Fig,4 is a top plan View; and 
Fig,5 is a croSS-Sectional VieW taken On line 

V?V of Fig.4 10oking in the direction 0f the 
3.?0WS? 
An industrial fork lift truck With WhiCh the 

grab blocks of the present invention are adapted 
to be used is illustrated in Figure 1 Of the draW 
ing and broadly designated by the numeral 10. 
Thoseskilledin thisart Well underStand that liftS 
?{ are mobile and provided With a Suitable prime 
mover for efeCting forWard mOVement,t0gether 
with means forraising and lowering laterally ex 
tending fingers or forkS 42 0n frameWork {4, 

It is quite common praCtice to utilize palletS 
in connection with merchandise to be handled by 
1ifts 10 that are in turn provided with Suficient 
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Space therebeneath t0 receive the fingers 12. 
Many times however,Such pallets are not avail 
able for Certaintypes of articles and it will be ap 
preciatedthat the grab blocks hereof areadapta 
ble t0 facitate handling of the merchandise be 
ing Stored Or made ready for shipment Whether 
Or n0t SuCh pallets are used. 

It is C0ntemplated that a grab block be pro 
vided foreach finger 12 respectivelyandsince the 
Same are identical,only One need be deSCribed, 
Grab blocks 46 comprise a relatively fat,polyg 
Onal,preferably imperforate body 16,made 
from any Suitable material capable of with 
Standing the abuse t0 Which the Same Will be 
placed. Many types of metal are Suitable for 
this purp0Se and in making the blocks 16,a 
Suitable mold may be provided orthe block ma 
chined to the Shape illustrated as desired. 
Body 18 is prowided with an elongated Shank 

20 that depends from the normally lowermost 
face thereof and is preferably integral with 
b0dy i8. Shank 2@ is polygonal in Cross-section 
and adapted to be received by a correspondingly 
Shaped perforation 22 in the fork 12 that is to 
Support the Same. The length and width,as 
WellasthethickneSS of the body 18,may be varied 
tO Suit the deSires of the user,but in most cases 
it Will be desirable that blocks 16 be narrower 
and Shorter than the forks 12. 

It is nOted in Fig,l of the drawing that the 
1ower faces of the bodies 18 rest flatly upon the 
Upperm0St face of the CorreSponding forks 12 
and by Virtue of the polygonal cross-Sections of 
the Shanks 2? and the perforations 22,bodies 18 
Cannot rotate on the forks #2 When placed in 
use. The lengths of the Shanks 20 will depend 
upon the thicknesses of the forks 12 and to this 
end it is t0 be preferred that the shanks 20 do 
not extend below the lowermost face of forks 12. 
Body 18isprovidedwitha plurality of V-shaped 

ribs 24 On the uppermost face thereof opposite 
to the Shank 20,Asillustrated in Figs.1 and 4 
of the draWing,the ribs 24 are arranged much 
in the manner of the bars of a chevron and are 
preferably polygonal in cross-section and pro 
Vided with an uppermost surface that is scored 
as at 26. 
When the blocks 16 are inserted in place upon 
the forks 12,their use will vary according to 

the type of merchandise to be handled and the 
Hature of Such handling. The mechandise may 
be pushed by the truck 10,in which case the 
normally forwardmost edge of the bodies 18will 
bear directly against the box,the merchandise 
itSelf or a pallet that underlies the same,If a 
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cross-member is available on the box or if a 
pallet is used having cross-bars,then the blockS 
16 may also be used to pull the merchandise. In 
this case,the normally rearmost edge of the b0dy 
f8 will bear against such cross-bar and the mer? 
chandise can be dragged without dangRr of dis? 
1odgment. Occasionally merchandise must be 
handled that has no efective means thereOn that 
can be engaged for pushing or puling,in which 
case the-ribs24present an anti-slip meansfor 
receiving the merchandise and in case of boxes 
made from wood or like material,a biting aC 
tion takes place by virtue of Scoring 26 to en? 
hance the frictional interengagement,betWeen, 
the merchandise being handied and the grab 
b10cK 16. 

case the blocks 16 can be carried by the truck 
10 on the operator's platform there0f or in a 
Süitable tool bOX? 
The blocksareinexpensiveto manufacture and 

Can be used for a c0nsiderable period Of time 
without need for replacement Since the chances 
for damage theret0 are Slight, 
struction may of c0urse,vary Within the Spirit 
0f the present invention,and it is therefore, de? 
Sired to be limited only by the SCope 0f the ap 
pended ClaimS. - 
Having thus deSCribed the invention What is 

Claimed as new and deSired t0 be SeCured by Let 
ters Patent iS: 

1. fn Combination With a perforated fork for 
anindustriallift truCK of a grab block Comprising 
a polygOnal b0dy haVing One face there0f engag? 
ing the normaly uppermost face of Said fork;a 
Shank on Said One face of the body extending into 

It is seen further that the-blocks 16 
may be easily and quickly removed from the 
forks 12 when their use is not desired,in Whióh 
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Said perforation; and a number of Spaced,Sub 
stantially V-Shaped ribs on the opposite face 0f 
the b0dy. 

2. In the invention aS Set forth in Claim l, 
wherein each of Said ribs includes a pair of elon 
gated legs diverging from an apeX,and each Of 
Said legS is proVided With tranSverSe SerratiOnS 
in its normally uppermost Surface and diSp0Sed 
perpendicularly to itS1Ongitudinal axis. 
3 Ii the invention-a? set forth in claim 2, 

Wherein Said apexes are disposed in alignment 
along a median axis of Said opposite face of the 
body,Corresponding legs of Said ribs are parallel, 
andthelegs ofeach of Said ribsextend outward 
1y to opposite edges of said opposite face of the 
body,wherebytö dispose the legs in traversing 
relationshipto-said oppositeface ofthe body with 
the 1origitudinal axes of the legs and the serra 
tions in angular relationship with Said median 
@X1S? 

VICTOR L,WATK?NS. 
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