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This invention relates to new and useful, improvements
in a device for mounting wallboard tape.

Tt is an object of this invention to provide means for
mounting tape on wallboard to cover the board joints
and to provide an even application of mastic to the wall
and tape.

Tt is another object of the invention to provide a device
for applying wallboard tape having a mastic container
and a roll of tape, with novel means for passing the tape
through the container and mastic and appiying same to
the wall.

With the above and other objects in view, the invention
has relation to certain novel features of construction,
operation and arrangement of parts more particularly
defined in the following specification and illustrated in the
accompanying drawings, wherein:

FIGURE 1 is a side elevational view of the device, with
a section of one wall partially broken away.

FIGURE 2 is a top plan view, with a section of one
wall partially broken away.

FIGURE 3 is a cross sectional end view taken on the
line 3—3 of FIGURE 1.

FIGURE 4 is a side elevational view of another form of
the inventicn.

FIGURE 5 is a top plan view of the form shown in
FIGURE 4, and

FIGURE 6 is a perspective view of a corner trowel
attachment.

Referring now more particularly to the drawings, the
numeral I designates a container, formed of metal or
plastic, having a closure 2 detachably mounted thereon.
A lining of felt or the like, as 3, may be employed as a
gasket, so that when the locking means, such as the wing
nuts 4, 4, is in locking position, the closure 2 wiil be
maintained leakproof on the container 1. A tape bracket
5 is mounted on the container and extends rearwardly
from the container, and maintains a roll of tape 6 thereon.
A trowel, as 7, is detachably mounted on the upper end
of the container 1, being maintained in place by the bracket
8. Handles 9, 1§ are mounted on the container in any
suitable manmner.

Guides, 11, 12, are mounted inside of the container
and a pair of rollers as 13 having spreader rings 14 are
mounted in the opening 17 in the forward end of the con-
tainer and a pair of roliers as 15 is mounted in the rear of
the container 1 adjacent the slot 16 cut in the rear wall
of the container.

The closure 2 is removed from the container 1, and
the paper tape from the toll 6 is threaded through the
rear opening 16, through the rollers 15, 11, 12 and 13 and
out through the opening 17. The container is then filled
with mastic and the closure 2 locked in place thereon.
The tape 6 is then pulled through the container until mastic
treated tape reaches the end of the trowel 7, where the
untreated tape is torn off and discarded and the treated
tape is applied to a wall and as the user moves the con-
tainer over the wall surface with the edge of the trowel 7
pressed firmly against the tape, the tape will be drawn
through the container and applied to the wall, the forward
edge of the opening 16 removing the surplus mastic from
the top surface of the tape and the size of the spacer
rings 14 determining the amount of mastic permitted to
pass out of the container with the tape.

The container may be employed on the walls or ceiling,
with either upwardly or downwardly directed strokes, the
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rollers 13, 15 acting as guides to direct the tape through
the container and the rollers 15 acting as stops to prevent
leakage of the mastic from the container, as well as guides
to assure easy passage into the container. When the end of
a joint of wall board is reached and it is desired to term-
inate the application of the tape, the tape is cut by pass-
ing a cutting tool (not shown) along the edge of the trowel
blade 7, while the trowel is held firmly against the tape.

In the form shown in FIGURES 4, 5, the container 18
is a simple, substantizlly oval shaped metal or plastic
housing. A closure 9 is provided to permit access to the
container. A trowel 28 is detachably secured to the con-
tainer 18 as by means of the brackets 21, 21 and the roll
of paper tape 23 is mounted on the container by means of
the bracket 22. In this modification the tape is threaded
through the container and the container then filled with
mastic, and the tape applied by pressing the trowel 20
firmly against the tape and drawing the paper out of the
container with the mastic adhered thereto as the container
is moved over the wall surface. The forward end of the
container is drawn to a point formed in the container, from
which the tape emerges through a suitable slot as 25 and
the slot 27 in the rear of the container, into which the
paper strip is threaded is of restricted width so that the
paper acts as a block to leakage of the mastic. This
modification is a very inexpensive applicator and is de-
signed to be held in one hand of the user while tape is
being applied.

When it is desired to tape the corners of a room, the
corner trowel is employed, as 24, which has one end
downwardly turned to fit into the forward bracket 21 on
the container. This trowel is formed into a right angle of
forty five degrees and has the wings 26, 26 which extend
beyond the edge of the tape 23 to assure adequate smooth-
ing of the tape as it is applied, the apex of the angle con-
tacting the tape midway the side margins of the tape.

The user of this device may quickly and easily tape the
joints of the wall board, the tape requiring no handling
other than to thread it into the container and to stari
the tape on the wall. The mastic placed in the container is
of a heavy consistency which will readily adbere to the
tape but will not be inclined to leak out of the tape open-
ings in the container.

While the foregoing are considered preferred forms of
the invention, they are by way of illustration only, the
broad principle of the invention being defined by the
appended claims.

What I claim is:

1. In a tape applying device, a mastic container, a
closure releasably mounted on said container, a tape
bracket mounted on one end of said container to support
a roll of tape mounted in said bracket, a rear opening in
said container for receiving said tape and a front opening
in said container through which said tape passes, a plurality
of cooperating pairs of gnides in said container directing
the ronte of travel of said tape through said container and
one pair of said guides being mounted adjacent the rear
opening of the container and one pair of said guides
mounted adjacent the front opening of said container, said
front opening guides having spacer rings mounted thereon
for permitting a predetermined amount of mastic to pass
out of said container with sa2id tape.

2. In a tape applying device, a rigid container for a
fluid mastic, a tape holding means mounted on said con-
tainer, openings in said container permitting tape to enter,
pass through and exit from said container, sets of roiler
guides in said container between which said tape passes,
one set of guides having spacer rings to permit a prede-
termined amount of flow of mixture out of said container
on the upper and lower surface of said tape, a detachable
trowel mounted on said container and extending outwardly
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therefrom, said trowel having laterally extending wings
forming a forty five degree angle, the apex of the angle
contacting the tape midway of its side margins as it is
applied to a wall.

3. In a tape applying device, a substantially rectangular
rigid container for a fluid mastic, means for supporting a
roll of tape mounted on and extending longitudinally from
one end of said container, a tape inlet in said end of said
container, a pair of roller guides adjacent the inner side
of said end wall between which a tape may pass, said roller
guides sealing said tape inlet to retard leakage of mastic
therethrough, a pair of roller guides mounted transversely
in said container adjacent the top wall thereof; another
pair of roller guides mounted transversely in said container
adjacent the bottom wall thereof, and a pair of roller
guides in the forward end wall of said container, said
last mentioned roller guides having spacer rings thereon
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to bear agaiust the tape being dispensed and to permit a
uniform deposit of mastic on the upper and lower surfaces
of said tape and a trowel mounted on said forward end .of
said container.
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