M. E. B. WILLIAMS,

COMBINED SEWING MACHINE CABINET AND LAP BOARD.
APPLICATION FILED AUG. 1, 1911,

1,222,5603. Patented Apr. 10, 1917.

Yz e

g &
Jnventor

ﬂﬂ:owmgs

(‘\M]u,.lgmn HTW“*} |

NN

THE NORRIS PETERS CO.. PHOTO-LITHO.. WASHINGION, D €.



10

18

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55
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To all whom it may concern.:

Be it known that I, Marcarer Erizasmra
Breppre Witriams, a citizen of the United
States, residing at Western Port, in the
county of Allegany and State of Maryland,
have invented new and useful Improve-
ments in Combined Sewing-Machine Cabi-
nets and Lap-Boards, of which the follow-
ing is a specification.

My invention relates to an improvement .

in sewing machine cabinets, its main object
being to provide an article of furniture of
this general character, the drawers upon the
door of which may be accessible whether
the cabinet be open or closed. Heretofore
cabinets or inclosures of varions kinds for
sewing machines have been put hefore the
public each comprising a suitable frame
with a door, and upon the inside of such
door have been attached a set of drawers
accessible only when the door is open. But
in such: cases, a person not wishing to use
the sewing machine, but in need of an article
in one of the drawers, has been compelled to
open the cabinet before reaching the article.
The use of such arrangement not only con-
sumes unnecessary time but is often found
inconvenient. The main object of my in-
vention is, therefore, to provide a sewing
machine cabinet of novel and simple char-
acter which will rectify this inconvenience,
Other advantages are possessed by my in-
vention, as hereinafter pointed out.

In the accompanying drawing, in the fig-
ures of which like parts are similarly desig-
nated,—

Tigure 1 is a front perspective view show-
ing the cabinet open. Tig. 2 is a rear per-
spective, also showing the cabinet open.
Fig. 8 is an inside view of the door of the
cabinet showing the drawers and locking
means therefor. Fig. 4 shows an arrange-
ment under which the back is used as a
table-leaf. TFigs. 5, 6, 7 and 8 show details
hereinafter described.

1 represents the main structure of the
cabinet. 2 is a door hinged seo as to be
swung open and closed in the ordinary man-
ner. This door is provided with an opening
3¢ which upon the inside of the door is sur-
rounded by a support or framing 8°. This
support or framing is provided with shelves
3 of a width or depth equal to that of the
drawers adapting said framing to receive a
series of the latter whereby to permit them
to be slid in either direction thereupon.
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Thus when the door of the cabinet is open -

the sliding drawers 3 may not only be pulled
out from and pushed in toward the inside
of said ‘door in the ordinary manner, but
may be similarly pulled out from and
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pushed back toward the exterior of said. ~

door when the latter is in its closed position.
If an operator is using the sewing ma-

chine, the cabinet necessarily being open at &

the time, and wishes te take an article from
one of the drawers 3, it is obvious, ag shown
in Fig. 1, that the drawers are in convenient
reach for such purpose. Should the oper-

ator, after she has completed her work and ¥

closed the cabinet, then wish to take an ar-
ticle from one of the drawers 8, it will not
be necessary to open the cabinet, but only to
pull out the drawer from the front of the
door 2. The door is provided with a caster
6.to bear its weight and that of the drawers
when the door is opened. The door 2 may,
if desired, also carry means to hold it in
open position. The drawers ave preferably
provided with any well known locking de-
vice mounted in the framing 8¢, an illus-
tration of which is shown by 9 in Fig. 8. It
will be understood that the arrangement of
the drawers, the cabinet being constructed
in correct proportions, interferes in no wise
with the sewing machine when the door is
closed.

Fig. 7 shows drawers 8* pivoted on the
door 2 adapted to swing in and out in a man-
ner well known, the hinges 8° being of such
known construction as will admit of inward
and outward movement.

The drawers of the cabinet are not only
available to the operator at the machine, but
also to one sitting in front of the door in its
open position as shown in Fig. 2. Conse-
quently more than one person at the same
time has the use of the same drawers. Each
drawer is preferably provided with what
may be termed two knobs, one at the front
and the other at the rear end. By reference
to Fig. 1 it will be seen that the knobs 10 are
on the rear of the drawers 3, while in Fig. 3
the knobs 10* are on the front; and it will be
seen from the latter figure that a person sit-
ting on either side of the door 2 may pull a
drawer 8 toward her, a feature which, so
far as T am aware, has not been included in
cabinets of this character. T am aware that
a cabinet has been made having a door and
drawers, the latter being adapted to be used
when the door is either open or closed. But
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in such prior construction the drawers are
not accessible from both sides of the door
but only from the outside of one end of the
cabinet, involving the cutting away of a por-
tion of the frame for that purpose.

My invention is conveniently used with a
cabinet having a slidable or otherwise re-
movable back 4 which, when fully with-
drawn or detached, may be used as a lap-
board. This back may be cut away, as
shown by the curved lines in Fig. 2, to {it the
sewer’s lap, and the inner surface of the back
may have upon it a rule and other attach-
ments common in lap-boards. This back,
when entirely or partly open, affords venti-
lation for the cabinet. Moreover, the back,
when fully removed or detached, may be se-
cured in any proper manner to the top of the

cabinet and utilized as a table-leaf. To this .

end I provide, as seen in Fig. 4, a space 4°
between the top and a side of the cabinet, to-
gether with a metallic fixture 4" at each end
for holding an edge of the back thus used as
a table-leaf, and also a support 4¢ pivoted
to the cabinet and adapted to engage the
back.

With such a cabinet is employed a top 5
removably hinged and adapted to be swung
over and rest on the door 2. Upon the door
2 may be fastened a roller 8, as shown in
Irig. 6, for the purpose of giving easy move-
ment to the door when the top 5 rests upon
it. If the top is to be thrown back, even
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though the machine is not in use, independ-
ent means may be used to hold it out. The
removability of the top enables it to be used
ag a smaller lap-board. The cabinet of
which my invention forms a part is prefer-
ably of the “ knock-down ” type, and there-
fore the hinges which attach the door 2 and
top 5 to the frame are shown of such charac-
ter that their parts shall be separable. See
Fig. 8. :

No claim is herein made to such features
as are not specifically set forth in the claims
forming a part hereof.

T claim:—

1. A sewing machine table comprising a
closed cabinet having a door at one side
thereof hinged to swing in a horizontal di-
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rection, and drawers mounted on one side of

said door and movable through the door to
permit withdrawal from either side thereof.
2. A sewing machine table comprising a
closed cabinet and a door at one side thereof
hinged to swing in a horizontal direction, a
rectangular frame cecured on the inner side
of said door, and drawers mounted to slide
in said frame and through the door to permit
withdrawal from either side thereof.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
MARGARET ELIZABETH BEEDLE WILLIAMS.
Witnesses:
Epuarp Dr Saves Lavernix,
Sterra Marm LAUcHLIN.

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents,
‘Washington, D. C.”
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