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To all whon, it no?tly conce7n. 
Be it known that I, JoHN SHERMAN 

BROWN, a citizen of the United States, and a 
resident of Ohiowa, in the county of Fillmore 
and State of Nebraska, have invented a new 
and Improved Gate or Door Latch, of which 
the following is a full, clear, and exact de Scription. 

This invention relates to latches. Such as 
used on gates or doors, and the object of the 
invention is to produce a simple latch which 
will operate to hold the door or gate in an 
open position as well as in a closed position. 
A further object is to provide a construc 

tion which will enable the gate or door to 
come close to the fence or wall in which it is 
placed, when latched in its open position. 
The invention consists in the construction 

and combination of parts to be more fully 
described hereinafter and particularly set 
forth in the claims. 

Reference is to be had to the accompany 
ing drawings forming apart of this specifica 
tion, in which similar characters of reference 
indicate corresponding parts in all the fig 
leS. 

Figure 1 is a front elevation showing a 
short portion of a fence provided with a gate 
and having my latch attached thereto; Fig. 
2 is a section on the line 2-2 of Fig. 1, upon 
an enlarged scale; Fig. 3 is a perspective 
showing the body of the latch; Fig. 4 is a 
perspective of a keeper of the form normally 
used with a latch; and Fig. 5 is a perspective 
showing another form the keeper may take 
when the gate is adapted to open in either 
direction. - 

Referring more particularly to the parts, 1 
represents a fence having a gate-way closed 
by a gate 2, the same being mounted so as 
to swing outwardly on hinges 3, and on the 
other edge of the gate the body 4 of the latch 
is attached. The construction of this latch 
is very clearly shown in Fig. 2; it comprises a 
bolt 5, the body of which is of substantially 
square section, the same being mounted to 
slide longitudinally in a case 6. At its rear 
extremity the bolt 5 is formed with a stem 7 
which slides through an opening in the rear 
of the case, and around this stem there is 
placed a helical spring 8 which tends to hold 
the bolt in the position shown in Fig. 2, and 
with its extremity projecting from the edge 
of the gate. 
The case 6 is provided on its outer face 

with a slot 9 through which a dog 10 projects 

from the bolt. The outer end of this dog is 
provided with an eye, 11 in which there is 
freely supported a pull handle 12. This han 
dle is formed of wire twisted into a suitable 
shape and normally hanging down from the 
dog in the manner illustrated in Fig. 1. The 
gate 2 is provided adjacent to the latch with 
a slot 13, and this slot is in register with a 
similar slot 14 which is formed in the inner 
wall of the case. Through the slots 13 and 
14 a dog 15 projects inwardly from the bolt, 
and this dog is provided with a pull handle 
16 which is similar in construction to the pull 
handle 12 just described. On the jamb 17 of 
the gate-way I attach a keeper 18, the form of 
which is very clearly shown in Figs. 2 and 4. 
This keeper is adapted to be formed of a bent 
plate presenting flanges 19 adapted to be at 
tached to the face of the jamb, and present 
ing an inclined cheek 20 in which an opening 
21 is formed to receive the end of the bolt. 
The outer portion of the keeper is formed 
into an inclined lip 22 which is adapted to be 
struck by the nose of the bolt when the gate 
is swung shut, so that it operates to push the 
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bolt inwardly, enabling it to snap into the 
opening 21. 

Special attention is called to the fact that 
the nose of the bolt 5 is not beveled. In or 
der to enable the gate to be latched in an 
open position, at a suitable point on the 
side of the face, I attach a second keeper 23 
which is similar in construction to the keeper 
18 just described. When the gate is swung 
open and backwardly against the fence, the 
nose of the bolt comes in contact with this 
keeper 23 and becomes latched, it being un 
derstood that the inclined face 24 of the 
keeper 23 operates to push the bolt inwardly 
like the lip 22. The gate, when opened in 
this way, can lie close against the side of the 
fence by reason of the construction of the 
pull handle 12. In this connection it will 
be observed that the dog 10 is quite short, 
so that it does not project sufficiently to 
strike the fence. Furthermore, the pull 
handle 12 hangs down like a pendant and 
does not project beyond the dog. The gate 
may evidently be readily unlatched from its 
latched open position by means of the pull 
handle 16, which then lies on the outer side 
of the gate. The gate may also be evidently 
readily unlatched when in its closed posi 
tion, by a person standing on either side of 
the gate. Where the latch is used in a gate 
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which is mounted to swing open in either 
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direction, I employ a keeper of the form 
shown in Fig. 5, presenting a face plate 25 
and an opening 26 to receive the bolt, the 
said face plate being offset outwardly from 
the face of the jamb. I form the keeper 
with inclined sides or legs 27, the same being 
formed at their extremities into feet 2S 
which attach to the jamb of the gateway. 
The inclined parts 27 operate like the lip 22 
so as to force the bolt inwardly if the gate 
Sings to its closed position from either 
SLC6. 

In practice the dog 15 may be made of 
any length for doors of different thickness. 

Having thus described my invention, I 
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent: 

1. In combination, a sliding bolt adapted 
to be attached to a gate or door, a keeper 
adapted to be attached to the jamb and hav 
ing an inclined face, a second keeper attached 
to the fence or wall near the edge of said 
gate or door when swung open, and also 
having an inclined face, said inclined faces 
being adapted to engage the nose of said 
bolt to force the same inwardly to lock said 
gate in an open or closed position, the nose 
of said bolt being Substantially square and 
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unbeveled whereby it may co-operate with 
either of said keepers. 

2. In combination, a gate having a slot, 
formed therein, a latch body attached to 
said gate and comprising a case, a bolt, 
mounted in said case and having a dog pro 
jecting through said slot to the opposite side 
of said case, said case having a slot therein, 
a second dog projecting through said slot, a 
pendant handle carried by said second dog, 
a keeper adapted to be attached to the jam) 
of the gate and having an inclined face 
adapted to force the same inwardly when the 
gate swings shut to engage the bolt and a 
second keeper adapted to be attached to the 
fence in which said gate is hung and having 
an inclined face engaging said bolt when 
said gate is in its extreme open position to 
force the same inwardly, said second keeper 
having an opening to retain said bolt. 

In testimony whereof I have signed my 
name to this specification in the presence of 
two subscribing witnesses. 

JOHN SHERMAN BROWN 
Witnesses: 

JNO. F. STEELE, 
W. J. DE IA MATER 

3 

35 

  


