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1

This invention relates to a cabinet; more par-
ticularly to a cabinet for housing a ledger tray.

It is an object of the invention to provide an
improved form of cabinet for housing ledger trays
and the like.

It is a further object of the invention to pro-
vide a cabinet for housing a ledger tray which
is of simplified design.

I$ Is a still further object of the invention to
provide a ledger tray cabinet which is simple to
operate and which involves a minimum of me-
chanically operable elements which are likely to
become out of adjustment or require repair or
replacement.

These and other objects of the invention will

be apparent from the ensuing description and
the appended claims.
. One form which the invention may assume is
exemplified in the following deseription ang il-
lustrated by way of ‘example in the accompany-
ing drawings, in which:

Fig, 1 is a vertical section taken through the
cabinet of the invention, showing the 1id in closed
pbosition and a ledger tray in place within the
cabinet.

Fig, 2 is a similar bub fragmentary view, with
the lid in open position and with the ledger tray
removed to reveal more clearly certain of the
interior parts.

Fig. 3 is a view, parfly in section and partly

in front elevation, as viewed along the line 3—3

of Fig. 1 but with the apron removed.

Fig. 4 is a section taken along the line 4—4 of
Fig. 1 and on a larger scale, showing the details
of the means for pivoting the 1id of the cabinet.

- Fig. b is a fragmentary section taken similarly
to that of Fig. 1, but on a larger scale, showing
certain other details of the lid structure.

Fig. 6 is a section taken along the line 6—8 of
Fig. 4.

Pig. 7 is a section taken along the line 7—T of
Fig. 1 showing certain details of the lid and apron
structure.

Fig. 8 is a section taken along the line 8—8 of
Fig. 3 showing details of the lock structure em-
ployed to latch the lid in closed position.

Referring now to the drawings, a cabinet | is
provided comprising a rear wall 2, a front plate 3,
side walls 4, a lid 5, an apron 6 and a base T.
Casters 8 are also provided. The rear wall, front
plate, side walls and base are secured together
by any suitable means to provide a sturdy frame-
work. o .

A ledger tray 10 is also shown, which is of
known construction and need not be described
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in detail herein. The tray is preferably of the
type described and claimed in Welk application,
Serial No. 698,688, filed September 23, 1946 and
now abandoned, entitled “Ledger Tray,” and it
comprises, as its main structural elements; a
base 14, side walls (5, a follower 1§ and a com-
pressor {1, the follower and compressor being of
identical construction and between which papers
18 are filed. The follower {§ is provided with a
compressor lever 20, the function of which is to
actuate the follower plate 21 as and for the pur-
pose described in the above-mentioned copend-
ing application. The compressor |71 is, of course,
similarly provided with a compressor lever 20 of
the same construction and for the same purpose.
Two openings 22 are provided in the base {4 for
a purpose described hereinafter, one such open-
ing, as shown in Fig. 1, being disposed at the
follower end of the tray and to one side of the
center line of the tray. The other opening 22
(not shown) is disposed at the opposite end of
the tray and symmetrically with reference to the
center line, |

A tray support generally designated as 25 is
provided, such support comprising a flat, hori-
zontal plate 26 extending the width and depth
of the cabinet and adjustably secured to the cab-
inet by means of bolts 27 received in bolt holes
21¢ formed in the side walls 4 of the cabinet.
It will be seen that the holes 21g are located at
three different levels. It is thus possible to locate
the tray support at any one of three levels ac-
cording to requirements or convenience.

The tray support 25 is provided with ap-
burtenances including a cam plate or deflector
28, tracks 29, a latch 36 and an apron guide 31.
The deflector 28 is secured to the rear end of the
tray support by any suitable means, such as weld-
ing, and it is provided with an outwardly bulged
cam section 82 in alignment with the operating
lever 20 of the tray 0. The tracks 29 are dis-
posed on opposite sides of the tray support, being
secured thereto by any suitable means, such as
welding, being of channel section, and each hav-
ing a notched forward section 83. The latch 39
comprises a lever 34 pivotally supported at 35
upon a bracket 36, so that its head 37 normally
extends upwardly through an opening 38 formed
in the plate 26. The apron guide 81 is welded
to the front end of the tray support and includes
2 pocket section 39 and a slanting guide sec-
tion 40.

The lid 5 and the apron 6 are hingedly con-
nected by means of a hihge 45 and also by means
of a bail 46 and bail guide 47, the bail 46 being
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pivotally secured at 48 to the apron and the bail
guide 47 being rigidly secured to the underside of
the lid. The apron is also provided with an op-
erating handle 5i. The lid, when in closed posi-
tion, rests upon lid supports 52 adjustably se-
cured to the side walls of the cabinet by means
of screws 53 engaging oblong slots 53¢ in the lid
support 52 (see Fig. 8). The rear end of each lid
support 52 is tapered at 54 for a purpose ex-
plained hereinafter, and at its forward end each
lid support is recessed at 13 and it is also pro-
vided with an extension or lug 74 and is shaped
to provide an angular end portion 15 and a corner
portion 76.

Guide means are provided for the lid and are
generally designated as 55, and with a felt pad
56 and a bumper 51 as appurtenances. The
bumper 57 is retained by a plate 171 and is held
in by a screw 18 so that it will not fall out in
shipment or if the cabinet is turned upside down.
The guide means 55 includes channel tracks 58
secured to the side walls 4 and complemental
keys or pivots 59, which are conveniently in the
form of headed screws bolted to the downturned
ends or flanges B0 of a bracket 61, which in turn
is adjustably bolted at 62 to brackets 63 secured
to the lid. A guide plate 64 having a tapered
lower end 84¢ is welded to the upper end of each
track 58, as shown most clearly in Fig. 4. The
pad 56 is clamped to the rear wall 2, as by means
of a clamping plate 65 and screw 66. The bumper
57 is of any suitable resilient material, such as
rubber, and is so6 disposed as to provide a sup-
port and a cushion for the lid when in open

position. It will be noted that the channels 58 !

serves as guides for the apron & That is, the
rearward surfaces of the channels 58 guide the
apron 6 when the apron is being inserted into
the cabinet to retain the apron and lid in folded
condition. The keys or pivots 59 are spaced from
the plane of the lid § a distance sufficient to
enable the apron when in folded condition to
pass behind the vertical guide 58 when the
apron and lid are slid downwardly into the cabi-
net, and this construction is best shown in Fig. 2.

A lock 170 is also provided, being disposed at
one side and at the forward end of the lid and
having an arm 7. The arm 71 is received with-
in a bracket T2, and the recesses 13 in the lid
supports 52 provide room for movement of the
arm.

In operation, the cabinet is employed as fol-
lows. The lid 5 is opened and closed manually
by means of the handle 5. By grasping the
handle and lifting the front end of the lid, the
rear end is guided by the guide means 585 so as
to pivot the lid through an angle of 90° and to
retract it within the cabinet to a position where-
in it rests upon the bumper 51. Meanwhile, the
bail 46 and bail guide 471 will allow the apron §
to fold against the 1id so that, in open position,
it will be retracted within the cabinet. In closing
the lid and apron, the handle 51 is grasped and
is pulled up until the head of screw §3 limits
against or near the top of channel guide B8.
Then the lid can be moved forwardly. When the
apron approaches the closed position, it is guided
by means of the apron guide 31 to bring it into
proper alienment and prevent damage thereto.
The pocket section 39 of the apron guide locks
the apron in closed position and prevents out-
ward movement thereof. The pad 56 prevents
scratching of the lid, and the bumper 57 provides
a cushion to absorb shock and prevent damage
to the lid.
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When it is desired to insert a tray in the cabi-
net, the 1id is opened and a tray is inserted. By
resting the end of the tray in the notch 33
formed in the tracks 29, insertion of the tray
is facilitated. As the tray is pushed inwardly
and passes over the latch lever 34, the head 31
thereof is automatically depressed tc allow rear-
ward movement of the tray. Should the operat-
ing lever 20 of the tray follower 16 be in near
horizontal position, the cam surface 32 of the
deflector 28 will pivot the same to either up or
down position. Thus, possible damage to the
apron 6 owing to the tray heing improperly
seated, is avoided.

When it is desired to pull the tray out to post-
ing position, the tray is merely pulled outwardly
until the head 37 of the latch 30 engages the
rear opening 22 formed in the base of the tray.
As stated, two such openings 22 are provided,
being at opposite ends of the fray and on oppo-
site sides of the center line thereof. Accordingly,
the tray may be inserted from either end and,
whichever end has been inserted, an opening 22
is in alignment with the latch lever 34 to func-
tion as a limit member. When it is desired to
remove the tray completely, such is accomplished
readily by reaching under the tray support 25,
disengaging the lever 34 and pulling the tray
outwardly.

Among other advantageous features of the
cabinet of the invention may be mentioned the
following. The tray support 25, hence the tray
{9, is adjustable by means of the bolts 21 and
bolt holes 27, thus providing means for adjust-
ing the tray height to suit the convenience of
the operator. For this purpose, aprons 6 of dif-
ferent length may be provided. The 1id § is ad-
justable by reason of the slotted connections 62,
to straighten up the lid so as to provide an even
clearance at the back and to prevent binding on
the sides when closing. 'The tapered portions
54 of the lid supports allow rapid pivoting of the
1id to clear the rear wall of the cabinef, thus
necessitating a minimum clearance at the rear
of the cabinet. The keys 59 are adjustable side-
ways of the cabinet, and are preferably adjusted
to touch the guide plates 64. A close fit is thus
provided when the lid is in closed position, yet
ample clearance is provided in open position to
prevent binding. Also, by means of keys 59 the
clearance hetween the lid and apron and the
sides of the cabinet may be adjusted so as to be
even on bhoth sides. The bail 46 and bail guide
47 hold the apron § at approximately right angles
to the 1id 5 when approaching closed position, so
as to guide the apron into the apron guide 231.

Alse, the lid supports 52, in addition to sup-
porting the lid, prevent the apron being let down
between the sides so as to damage the ledger
sheets or tray. The angular portions 75 allow
the apron to pass without binding and the corner
portions I8 prevent the apron from being pushed
in while closing and thus damaging the tray or
tray support. The extensions or lugs 74 prevent
inadvertent raising of the rear end of the lid, as
when someone leans on the front edge of the lid.

While T have shown the preferred form of my
invention, it is to be understood that various
changes may be made in its construction by those
skilled in the art without departing from the
spirit of the invention as defined in the appended
claims.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent is:

1. A cabinet comprising side walls, a lid, means
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supporting said lid between said walls when in
closed position and an apron hingedly connected
to the forward edge of said lid, said lid support-
ing means having forwardly and downwardly
sloping forward edges adapted to guide said apron
and prevent binding thereof as the lid is opened
and closed, said forward edges terminating in
bottom corner portions extending forwardly suf-
ficiently to prevent said apron being pushed into
the cabinet as said 1id is being closed.
-2, In a device of the class described, a cabinet
having side walls, means for closing the top and
front of the cabinet comprising a lid having lat-
erally extending pivots at the rear thereof, an
apron hinged to the front. of the lid and fold-
able against the lid, and opposed vertical guides
disposed rearwardly on the side walls receiving
the pivots enabling the folded apron and lid to
be slid downwardly into the cabinet, the pivots
being spaced from the plane of the lid a distance
“sufficient to enable the apron when in folded
condition to pass behind the vertical guides when
the apron and lid are slid downwardly into the
cabinet.

3. In a device of the class described, a cabinet
having side walls, means for closing the top and
front of the cabinet comprising a lid having lat-
erally extending pivots at the rear thereof, an
apron hinged to the front of the lid and foldable
against the lid, opposed vertical guides disposed
rearwardly on the side walls receiving the pivots
enabling the folded apron and lid to be slid
downwardly into the cabinet, the pivots being
spaced from the plane of the lid a distance suf-
ficient to enable the apron when in folded con-
dition to pass behind the vertical guide when the
apron and lid are slid downwardly into the cabi-
net, and stop members on the side walls of the
cabinet preventing entry of the apron into the
front or top of the cabinet during opening and
closing of the cabinet.

4. In & device of the class described, a cabinet
having side walls, means for closing the top and
front of the cabinet comprising a lid having lat-
erally extending pivots at the rear thereof, an
apron hinged to the front of the lid and foldable
against the lid, opposed vertical guides disposed
rearwardly on the side walls receiving the pivots
enabling the folded apron and lid to be slid
downwardly into the cabinet, the pivots being
spaced from the plane of the lid a distance suf-
ficient to enable the apron when in folded condi-
tion to pass behind the vertical guide when the
apron and lid areslid q_ownwardly into the cabinet,
means for limiting unfolding movement of the
“apron relative to the lid to approximately 90°,
and- means on the front of the cabinet engaged
by the apron during closing movement thereof
and guiding the apron into completely closed
position, said pivots being laterally adjustable
to permit lateral adjustment of the lid and apron
relative to the side walls.

5. In a device of the class described, a cabinet
having side walls, means for closing the top and
front of the cabinet comprising a lid having lat-
erally extending pivots at the rear thereof, an
apron hinged to the front of the lid and foldable
against the lid, opposed vertical guides disposed
rearwardly on the side walls receiving the pivots
enabling the folded apron and lid to be slid down-
wardly into the cabinet, the pivots being spaced
from the plane of the lid a distance sufficient to
enable the apron when in folded condition to
pass behind the vertical guide when the apron
and 1lid are slid downwardly into the cabinet, and

6
a yieldable bumper in the cabinet engageable by
the lid when the lid is inserted into the cabinet
to yieldably support the lid.

6. In a device of the class described, a cabmet .
having side walls, means for closing the top and
front of the cabinet comprising a lid having lat-
erally extending pivots at the rear thereof, an
apron hinged fo the front of the lid and foldable
against the lid, and opposed vertical guides dis-
posed rearwardly on the side walls receiving the
pivots enabling the folded apron and lid to be
slid downwardly into the cabinet, said apron be-
ing shorter along its longitudinal dlmensmn than
the 1id to permit the apron to be unfolded past
the upper ends of the guides when the apron

* and lid are withdrawn from the cabinet durmg a

25

closing operation.

7. In a device of the class described, a cabinet
having side walls, means for closing the top and
front of the cabinet comprising a lid having lat-
erally extending pivots at the rear thereof, an
apron hinged to the front of the lid and foldable
against the lid, and opposed vertical guides dis-
posed rearwardly on the side walls receiving the
pivots énabling the folded apron and lid to be

* slid downwardly into the cabinet.
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8. In a device of the class described, a cab-
inet having side walls, means for closmg the
top and front of the cabinet comprising a lid
having laterally extending pivots at the rear
thereof, an apron hinged to the front of the lid
and foldable against the lid, opposed vertical
guides disposed rearwardly on the side walls re-
ceiving the pivots enabling the folded apron and
lid to be slid downwardly into the cabinet, and
a yieldable stop rearwardly of the guides and
adjacent the top of the cabinet engageable by
the lid and serving to guide the 1id when the lid
is being inserted into the cabinet.

9. In a device of the class described, a cabinet
having side walls, means for closing the top and
front of the cabinet comprising a lid having lat-
erally extending pivots at the rear thereof, an
apron hinged to the front of the lid and foldable
against the lid, opposed vertical guides disposed
rearwardly on the side walls receiving the pivots
enabling the folded apron and lid to be slid
downwardly into the cabinet, and a handle on
the forward side of the apron adjacent the top
thereof accessible from the front of the cabinet
when the apron and lid are folded and contained
within the cabinet to enable withdrawal of the
apron and lid by a person standing at the front
of the cabinet.

10. In a device of the class described, a cabinet
having side walls, means for closing the top
and front of the cabinet comprising a lid having
laterally extending pivots at the rear thereof, an
apron hinged to the front of the lid and foldable
against the lid, and opposed vertical guides dis-
posed rearwardly on the side walls receiving the
pivots enabling the folded apron and lid to be slid
downwardly into the cabinet, the surfaces defin-
ing the bottoms of the guides being separated by
a greater distance at the lower portions of the
guides than at the upper portions whereby the
ends of the pivots are more closely contained
when the cabinet is in closed condition to more
accurately position the apron and lid with re-
spect to the side walls, yet easy movement be-
tween the pivots and guides is permitted when
the pivots are in the lower portions of the guides.

11. In a device of the class described, a cabinet
having side walls, means for closing the top and
front of the cabinet comprising a lid having lat-
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erally extending pivots at the rear thereof, an
apron hinged to the front of the lid and fold-
able against the lid, opposed vertical guides dis-
posed rearwardly on the side walls receiving the
pivots enabling the folded apron and lid to be
slid downwardly into the cabinet, and means for
restricting lateral movement of the lid and apron
to a greater extent when the lid and apron are in
closed position than when the lid and apron are
in open position whereby the lid and apron are
accurately positioned with respect to the side
walls when in closed position.

12. In g device of the class described, a cabinet
having side walls, means for closing the top and
front of the cabinet comprising a lid having lat-
erally extending pivots at the rear thereof, an
apron hinged to the front of the lid and foldable
against the lid, opposed vertical guides on the
side walls adjacent the rear thereof receiving
the pivots enabling the folded apron and lid to
be slid downwardly into the cabinet, and ver-
tical guides for guiding the apron when the
apron and lid are slid downwardly or withdrawn
from the cabinet to retain the apron and lid in
folded condition during withdrawal or insertion.

ARTHUR W. FEIERTAG.

5

10

20

25

REFERENCES CITED

The following references are of record in the
file of this patent:

UNITED STATES PATENTS

Number Name Date
446,647 Rankin ___________. Feh. 117, 1891
1,065,412 WelsS c e June 24, 1913
1,177,153 Thulander et al. ... Mar. 28, 1916
1,342,851 Landi§ — oo June 8, 1920
2,049,080 PiCKUP cmmmmmee July 28, 1936
2,109,039 TUrNEr v Feb. 22, 1938
2,111,824 TUrner — e Mar. 22, 1938
2,126,995 Kingdon .e——-—__ Aug, 16, 1938
2,163,258 LautZ o June 20, 1939
2,201,948 Watkins ... May 21, 1940
2,206,004 FOrQ oo June 25, 1940
2,241,884 NOble wce e May 13, 1941
2,284,531 Miller et al. oo May 26, 1942
2,286,427 Levensten .. _.___ June 16, 1942
2,338,477 Wolters e Jan. 4, 1944



