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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 

This invention relates to a postage printing 
and mailing machine and more particularly to a 
machine of the coin operated type which is 
adapted to print a value postage Stamp impres 
sion upon letters which are inserted therein, 
then automatically deposit the letters in a mail 
receiving receptacle which is concealed Within 
a casing enclosing the machine. 
The present invention is more specifically re 

iated to devices for conveying a letter to a print 
ing position after it has been inserted in the 
machine, and to devices which control the posi 
tion of the letter at the time of tripping to effect 
the printing of the postage stamp impression in 
proper relation to the leading edge of the letter. 
Further, the subject matter of this case is a 
division of a parent application Serial No. 177,671, 
now Patent No. 2,170,270, dated August 22, 1939. 

It is one object of the invention to proVide 
means for conveying a letter to a printing posi 
tion after the said letter has been inserted in 
the machine, and to continue the movement of 
the letter to deposit same within a mail receptacle. 

It is another object to provide a tripping means 
which is actuated by the act of inserting a letter 
in the machine and Which is operable only When 
the letter is in a correct position for printing. 

It is a further object to provide means Whereby 
said conveyor parts may be Spaced vertically apart 
to permit the insertion of the letter to a tripping 
position. 

It is a further object to provide means Whereby 
the conveyor is adapted to be returned to its 
conveying position after the act of tripping is 

5 effected. 
It is a further object to provide manipulative 

means whereby devices associated. With the print 
ing and conveyor drive are adapted to be pre-set 
before a tripping operation is effected. 
With the above and other objects in View, 

which will appear as the description proceeds, 
the invention resides in the combination and 
arrangement of parts and in the details of con 
struction hereinafter described and claimed, it 
being understood that Various changes in the 
precise embodiment of the invention herein dis 
closed may be made Within the Scope of what 
is claimed without departing from the spirit of 
the invention. 
A preferred embodiment of the invention is 

illustrated in the accompanying drawings, 
Wherein 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view looking toward the 
outside of the machine casing and showing the 

letter receiving receptacle in dot and dash lines 
in an open or letter collecting position; 

Fig. 2 is a plan view with part in section and 
part broken away, showing the printing unit and 
Conveyor mechanism, also a part of the drive 
controlling means; 

Fig. 3 is a front view of the printing unit shown 
in Fig. 2 taken in the direction of the arrow 3, 
parts being shown in section and parts broken 
a Way, and further including a letter tripping 
device; 

Fig. 4 is a Vertical Sectional view through the 
printing unit taken along the line 4-4 of Fig. 3 
and showing the printing drum conveyor mech 
anism and printing device in its normal home 
position; 

Fig. 5 is a fragmentary detail View of certain of 
the parts shown in Fig. 4, with the conveyor 
mechanism shown in a spaced apart position 
and a letter being inserted into the machine to 
a position where the tripping of the machine is 
about to be effected; 

Fig. 6 is a view taken on substantially the same 
plane as Fig. 5 and further shows manipulative 
means for pre-setting a latching mechanism and 
Setting the conveyor in a letter receiving position 
prior to inserting a letter in the machine; 

Fig. 7 is a vertical sectional view taken along 
the line 7-7 of Fig. 2, showing the drive con 
nection to the printing unit; 

Fig. 8 is a fragmentary detail view partly in 
section, taken along the line. 8-8 and showing 
an electrical switch controlled mechanism; 

Fig. 9 is a fragmentary detail view partly in 
Section, taken along the line 9-9 of Fig. 2 and 
showing part of the trip controlling mechanism 
and conveyor drive; and 

Fig. 10 is a fragmentary detail view looking in 
the direction of the arrow 0 of Fig. 7. 

Referring to Fig. 1, it will be seen that the 
machine is a coin operated machine, but as the 
invention herein described pertains to the print 
ing and conveying devices, the description will 
only be related to such mechanism. 
A casing is generally shown at 5 which en 

closes the entire machine and is provided with 
a platform 6, a portion 6a of which is used to 
Support a letter before inserting same within the 
machine. A letter receiving receptacle f7 is 
mounted within the lower portion of the machine 
casing and may be hinged as shown at 8 to per 
mit same to be swung forward by an authorized 
mail collector for the collection of mail deposited 
therein. . . 

A printing drum 9 is encased within a closure 
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2, which closure is removably mounted Within 
the machine and is normally supported upon a 
suitable frame 23. The printing drum is mounted 
upon a shaft 23 carried by one wall 24 and an 
other wall 25 of the closure 2. An indicia die 
plate 26 bearing the usual postmark, date and 
value Stanp is mounted on the drum as indicated 
in Fig. 2. Fanges 2, having Serrated edges, are 
provided at the ends of the drum 9 and co 
operate with conveyor belts 37 and an impression 
roller 28, Fig. 4, in feeding a letter during a print 
ing cycle of Operation, and further to continue 
the feed of the letter after printing for the final 
deposit of said letter in the receptacle 7. As 
shown in Fig. 4, the letter Will be guided to along 
the guide wall 23 to the receptacle i. 

ASSociated with the printing drum is a con 
veyor mechanism which is adapted to convey a 
letter to the printing drum, after the letter has 
been inserted in the machine through a letter 
slot 3 provided in the front Wall of the machine 
casing. Said conveyor mechanism preferably 
comprises ineans for driving the letter by contact 
with both the upper and the lower surfaces. i.he 
upper drive comprises two drive rollers 32-33, 
the said roller 32 being Suitably Supported on a 
stud 34 supported in the closure Wall 24, and the 
roller 33 being mounted on a shaft 35 which is car 
ried by the Wall 25 and a Wall 36 of the closure 
2i. The lower portion of the conveyor com 
prises a pair of belts 37-3, which are Supported 
on forwardly disposed pulleys 38-33 and rear 
Wardly disposed pulleys 39-39. The rearward pull 
leys 39-39 are fixed to a shaft 4 which shaft 
aiso supports the impression rollier 23. 

In order that the impression roller 28 may 
yield to accommodate mail of Various thickneSS, 
the said shaft 4 is supported on a floating bear 
ing structure which comprises arms 42-42 hav 
ing one end thereof pivotally mounted upon studs 
43-43 in the walls 23 and 25 respectively of the 
closure 2i. The opposite ends of said arms 2-42 
engage a rod 34, which rod is Supported in a yield 
able bearing 45, Fig. 4. Said yieldable bearing 
comprises a cap portion which fits Over the upper 
end of a coil spring 4S, which spring is Seated in 
a bracket GT secured to the base 3 of the cloSlire 
2. 
Grooved rollers 49-49 mounted at either end 

of the impression roller shaft are Supported 
within pockets 5-5t of said arms 42-42. A 
letter upon passing between the printing drun 
and impression roller will therefore depress the 
impression roller mounting 45 and &S in propor 
tion to the thickness of the said letter. 
The forward belt supporting pulleys 38-33 are 

mounted on the free ends of arms 52-52, of levers 
52-56 which levers are pivotally mounted upon 
studs 53-53, carried by the walls 24 and 25 of 
the closure 2 . Each of Said leve's 50-50 has an 
arm 54 projecting downwardly therefrom which 
latter arms are normally urged in a forwardly di 
rection by means of spring actuated pressure de 
vices 55-55, Fig. 4. Said pressure devices 55 
each comprise a rod 56 which has a clevis end 
thereof 5 connected With the lower end of the 
arm 54 and the opposite end is slidably mounted 
in bearings 58-58. A compression Spring 59 pro 
vides the necessary pressure to maintain the con 
veyor belt associated therewith in a conveying 
position. 
Means is also provided to rock the for Ward port 

tions of the conveyor belts away from the rollers 
32, 33 for the purpose of permitting the leading 
end of a letter to be inserted between said belts 
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and rollers when it is passed into the letter slot 3. 
Said means comprises arms 6 -61 which are fixed 
to a shaft 62, supported within the Walls 24 and 
25, which arms have fixed to their forward end, 
rollers 63-63. Said rollers 63-63 are adapted to 
engage cam surfaces 6-64 provided on each of 
the downwardly disposed arms 34-53. Also fixed 
on the shaft 62 is a rocker lever 5) which has One 
arm 65 projecting upwardly therefrom and a side 
wardly projecting arm 66. Said lever 7) is adapt 
ed to be rocked manually in one direction as ShoWn 
in Fig. 6 to cause the rollers 63-63 to ride doWn 
Ward over the cam portions 64-64 of the arms 
54-54 to thereby rock said arms 54-54 and cause 
the forward ends of the conveyor belts 37-37 to 
be moved downwardly. 
The rocking of said rocker lever 64 is effected 

by means of a manually operated hand lever 6, 
Fig. 6. Said lever 67 is pivotally supported upon a 
stud 68 secured within a supporting wall 69. Co 
operating with said hand lever 67 is another lever 
7 which is pivotally mounted upon a stud 72 in 
the wall 69, which lever has an upwardly extend 
ing portion secured to a plunger rod 73. Said 
plunger rod 73 is slidably mounted within a bear 
ing 74 and is normally positioned as shown in Fig. 
4. When the lever 6 is moved from the dot and 
dash line position of Fig. 6 to the full line position, 
the lever is rocked in a counter-clockwise di 
rection to effect movement of the plunger 73 for 
wardly into engagement with the arm 65 of lever 

thereby causing the shaft 62 to be rocked in 
8, counter-clockwise direction and consequently 
causing the rollers 63-63 on levers 6-5 to ride 
over the can portions 63-64 of arms 53-54. Said 
latter action will cause the conveyor belt sup 
porting arins 52-52 to be rocked downwardly 
to the position of Fig. 5. 

Associated with said manual setting lever 67 is 
a latching structure which comprises a latch lever 
75, fixed on a rocker shaft 6, said shaft being 
supported within the frame structure 22. The 
shaft 76 is adapted to be rocked by means of the 
hand lever 67 through the connection of a lever 
77 on said shaft 76 with the downwardly project 
ing end 8 of the lever structure 8, said connec 
tion being made by means of a link 79. 
A latch hook lever 8? and a safety latch 82 

are freely mounted on a shaft 83 which shaft is 
carried by the frame structure 22. Said latch 
members 8 and S2 are normally urged toward 
the latch lever 75 by means of springs 84 and 85 
respectively. Upon pulling the hand lever 61 
to the full line position of Fig. 6, the latch lever 
5 is rocked downward to a latch engaging posi 

tion with relation to the latch hook 8 and safety 
latch 82, as shown in Fig. 6. The safety latch 
lever 82 has a tail portion 86 which is linked to a 
tail portion 85 of the lever 7, by means of a 
link 88, so that it may be positively moved into 
latched relation with the latch lever 5. Upon 
the return of the handle 6 to its dot and dash 
or normal position, the said safety latch is dis 
engaged. The return of Said hand lever 6 is 
effected by means of a compression spring 83 
around the plunger pin 73. 
At the time of setting or engaging the latch 

lever 75 with latch members 8-82 by means 
of the hand lever 6, a switch control latching 
device is also set in a latched position. Said 
switch control latching device comprises a lever 
9. On the shaft 6, which lever is connected with 
another lever 92 on a shaft 93 by means of a 
link 97. The shaft. 93 is supported within walls 
94-95 of a frame structure 96, Fig. 2. The link 
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4 
engagement with a pinion 45 on conveyor roller 
32, the said roller 32, is driven. By an indirect 
connection through shaft f46, which Supports 
the pinion 43 and which extends to the wall 25 
of the closure 2, a drive is provided through 
a pinion it on shaft 46 to a pinion 48 on 
the shaft 35 which Supports the conveyor drive 
roller 33, Figs. 2 and 9. Rotation of the gear. 43 
With the printing drum therefore, Will effect the 
drive of the conveyor drive rollers 32 and 33. 

Rotation of the gear 43 will further effect 
rotation of the impression roller 28, through the 
intermediate pinion 49 on stud 5, FigS. 2 
and 9, which pinion 49 meshes with a pinion 
52 on stud 53. Said pinion 52 is connected 

With the impression roller shaft 4 by a flexible 
drive shaft 254. As previously stated, the rear 
Ward conveyor belt pulleys 39-39 are fixed to 
the shaft 41 and are therefore rotated with the 
impression roller. It is thus evident from the 
above that, upon rotation of the printing drum, 
both the conveyor drive rollers 32, 33 and the 
conveyor belts are driven. 

It will be noted in Fig. 4, that the letter slot 
3 is normally obstructed by a shutter 56. Said 
shutter is released to permit the insertion of 
the letter after the hand lever 67 is manipulated, 
there being a connection with said hand lever 
control Which is fully described in the parent 
C2Se. 

In the operation of this device, the mechanism 
is pre-set by pulling the handle 67 forward from 
the dot and dash line position to the full line 
position as shown in Fig. 6. This operation ef 
fects the setting of several devices as follows: 

1. The forward end of the conveyor belts are 
lowered by the action of the rollers 63-63 over 
the cammed ends 64-64, of lever arms 54-54, 
when the plunger 73 engages the upwardly dis 
posed end 65 of lever 78, as shown in Fig. 6; 

2. The latch member 8 is engaged with the 
latch lever 75 when the said lever is rocked 
through the link connection 79 with lever 
arm 78; 

3. The switch tripping latch members 98 and 
9 are set in a latched position; 
4. The shaft 6 is spring loaded by the action 

of spring 09. 
Having thus pre-set the machine, a letter is 

inserted through the slot 3 and moved inward 
to cause the leading end thereof to engage trip 
fingers 25-25 and thereby rotate the trip or 
trigger unit about its pivot until the backs of 
said fingers 25-25 engage a stop 33. The 
engagement with the stop 33 limits the in Ward 
movement of the letter by the operator mo 
mentarily and thus locates same properly with 
respect to the conveyor drive mechanism to pro 
wide for the proper placement of a stamped im 
pression thereon when the drive or feed of said 
letter is effected. The movement of said trigger 
member also causes the lower end of the rod 
27 to engage plate 32 of latch member 8 to 

release said latch member from engagement with 
the latch lever 75. 
The release of the latch member 8 effects the 

operation of the following mechanism: 
1. Shaft 16 is rocked in a counter-clockwise 

direction as viewed from Fig. 6, under the im 
pulse of the Spring 99; 

2. Latch lever 5 is rotated with said shaft 
76 to cause the free end thereof to engage with 
the end 66 of lever 70 to thereby rotate said lever 
70 and shaft 62 in a clockwise direction. Said 
rotation of shaft 62 causes the cam rollers 63-63 

: 2,234,583 
to pass upwardly over the cam ends 64-64 of 
arms 54-54 to permit the return of the conveyor 
belts to a conveying position under the influence 
of spring pressed rods 56-56; 

3. The rotation of said Shaft 6 also effects 
movement of the lever 9 which pulls the link 
9 in a downwardly direction to rock lever O 
and shaft. 93 in a counter-clockwise direction as 
viewed from Fig. 6; 

4. Rotation of the shaft 93 effects the rocking 
of lever 07, Fig. 8, which in turn engages the 
lug 68 of the switch mounting 103 to rock same 
about its pivot (4 in a clockwise direction as 
Viewed in Fig. 8 to cause an electrical contact 
to be made to the motor drive; . 

5. The motor drive directly effects the rota 
tion of the drive unit or worm 105 and worm 
wheel 06 to rotate the drive shaft 4, Fig. 7; 

6. Rotation of the drive shaft 4 controls 
the drive of shaft i? 5 to finally effect the rota 
tion of the printing drum through the Geneva. 
drive f. 6- . 1, Fig. 4; s 

7. The rotation of the printing drum effects the 
drive of the upper conveyor rollers 32 and 33 
and the drive of the conveyor belts 37-37; 

8. By the time the drive of said conveyor rollers 
and belts are effected, fingers - 25-25 of the 
trigger unit will have been removed from the 
path of the letter by means of the cam 4, lever 
234 and connection 38 to lever 37 which rocks 
the shaft 3 and yoke supporting lever 29. 
The letter is then fed into the machine, where 

upon it is picked up by the printing and impres 
Sion members 9 and 28 respectively to receive 
the printed postage stamp impression thereon and 
is finally guided along chute 29 into the mail de 
positing receptacle 7. The rotation of the print 
ing drum is limited to one revolution under con 
trol of the Geneva drive 6-fi T, and the shaft 

5 is limited to the rotation of one revolution 
under control of the clutch mechanism f 22. De 
tails of the clutch member control will be found in the parent case. 
Having described the invention what is claimed is: 

O 

20 

2 5 

4. 

1. In a postage printing and mailing machine, . 
a printing device, a casing enclosing said printing 
device and having an opening for the reception 
of letters, conveyor means arranged above and 
below the path of the letter, a drive for said print 
ing device and conveyor means, a trip operable 
upon engagement of a letter therewith to effect 
the operation of said drive upon inserting a 
letter into the machine, means to move one con 
veyor means away from the other conveyor, 
means to permit the insertion of a letter to a 
tripping position, and means associated with the 
trip to return Said conveyor to a letter engaging and driving position. 

2. In a postage printing and mailing machine, 
a printing device, a casing enclosing said printing 
device and having an opening for the reception of 
letters, conveyor means arranged above and be 
low the path of the letter, a drive for said print 
ing device and conveyor means, a trip operable 
upon engagement of a letter therewith to effect 
the operation of said drive upon inserting a 
letter into the machine, said trip including a 
member projecting into the path of the leading 
end of a letter, a stop to limit the movement of 
said projecting member to thereby accurately 
position the letter for the placing of a stamp im 
pression thereon, and means operated by the drive 
to remove the projecting member from the path 
of the letter after reaching said stop position. 
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2,234,583 
97 also has pivotally mounted at the upper end 
thereof a latch lever 98, which is adapted to be 
normally urged to move about its pivot in a 
Counter-clockwise direction, as viewed from Fig. 
6, and is adapted to be moved into latched en 
gagement with a toe portion 99 of a lever Ol 
fixed to the shaft 93. It Will be seen therefore 
that the rocking of the shaft 6 to move the 
latched lever 75 to a latching position, will also 
effect movement of latch lever 98 and lever Of 
to a latched position. 

Referring to Fig. 8, a mercury switch O2 is 
shown which is carried by a bracket 03, piv 
otally mounted at 04 on the wall 94 of the frame 
structure 96. The said mercury switch O2 is 
electrically connected with a motor drive (not 
shown) and when moved to a contact position 
will effect the operation of a power drive unit, 
indicated in Fig. 7, by the worm 05 and worm 
wheel 06. Said mercury switch 02 may be 
moved to a contact position by means of a lever 
07, fixed to the shaft 93, when said shaft is 

rocked during the tripping operation of the mal 
chine. The tripping operation will effect the 
release of latch member 8 from its hooked en 
gagement with the latch lever 75, which Will 
effect the rocking of the rocker shaft 76 and 
consequently rock the shaft 93, through the con 
trolling link 97, also latch parts 98 and Ol. Upon 
rocking said shaft 93, the lever 07, Fig. 8, will 
engage a lug 08 on the switch mounting bracket 
f03 to cause said bracket and Switch to be rocked 
about the pivot. 04 and move the Switch to a 
contact position. Resetting of the switch to a 
non-contact position is effected at the end of 
each cycle of operation. 
The power to effect the rocking movement of 

the shaft 76 is provided by means of a Spring 
f09, Fig. 6, which is stretched between an anchor 
pin on wall 69 and a lever 2, said lever 2 
being fixed to the rocker shaft 76. A dash pot 
3 may be provided to ease the action of the 

spring 09. 
The drive of the printing drum 9 is effected 

through the worm wheel 06 which drives the 
shaft f 4 carried by the walls 94-95 of the 
frame 96, said shaft being coupled at 00 with a 
secondary drive shaft 5, supported between the 
walls 24 and 25 of the closure 2. By means of 
a Geneva, or mutilated gear 6, Fig. 4, on said 
shaft f5, which gear is associated with a gear 
f 7 on the drum shaft 23, the said printing drum 
9 is rotated. The said Geneva drive is provided 

to permit certain operations to be performed 
before and after a printing cycle of operation 
is effected. But, as these operations have no 
bearing upon the features in this divisional case, 
no further description is deemed necessary. 
The same reasoning as above may be applied 

to the operation of the drive mechanism the fea 
tures of which form no important part of the 
structure pertaining to this case. Any detail 
description may be obtained by reference to the 
parent case. 
The drive normally is controlled through a 

clutch mechanism indicated generally at 8, 
which cooperates with a coin controlled value 
type setting structure (not shown) and includes 
a time control unit through gears 9 and trip 
lever 2, Fig. 10, which control the operation of 
a second clutch device indicated at f 22. The 
operation of said second clutch device directly 
controls the rotation of the shaft 5 which 
drives the Geneva gear 6. Before drive of the machine may be effected, 

3 
the latch 8 is tripped by the engagement of 
the leading end of a letter I with a tripping de 
vice or trigger unit, when the said letter is in 
serted in the letter slot 3. As best shown in 
Figs. 3, 4, and 5, the said tripping device or trig 
ger unit comprises two trip fingers 25-25 
which are mounted on opposite ends of a hori 
zontally disposed bar 26. A central vertically 
disposed rod 27 is secured to the bar 26 by 
means of a yoke bracket 28 to thus form a T 
shaped structure, said yoke bracket being piv 
otally mounted within a forked end of a lever 
29, which lever is fixed to a shaft 3. The 

yoke bracket 28 comprises a structure resembling 
an inverted cross with a vertically disposed por 
tion arranged to form a swivel for the vertical 
rod 27, horizontal bar 26 and fingers 25-25. 
Said yoke bracket further has a horizontally dis 
posed portion arranged to provide a pivot about 
which the rod 27 may Swing through a vertical 
path. This arrangement provides for a universal 
movement about a vertical and a horizontal axis. 
The purpose of movement about the vertical axis 
is to prevent a tripping operation from being 
effected unless both fingers 25-25 are squarely 
engaged by the letter when it is inserted in the 
machine. This will insure the correct feed of a 
letter for the correct placement of a stamp im 
pression on the face of the letter. The lower 
end of the rod 2 projects directly in the path 
of a sidewardly disposed blade portion 32 on 
the latch member 8, and when a letter is in 
serted through the letter slot 3 into engage 
ment with the fingers 25, as shown in Fig. 5, 
the rod f2 will engage the blade 32 to rock 
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35 
the latch member 8 about the shaft 83, Fig. 6, 
and thereby remove same from engagement. With 
the latch lever 75. The fingers 25-25 will be 
continued in their movement rearward until they 
engage a stop 33, whereupon the letter will be 
stopped momentarily. 

Immediately upon the release of the latch 
lever 75 said lever is rocked upwardly under 
the influence of spring 09 and the outer end 
thereof engages with the arm 66 of lever 64. This 
will cause the shaft 62 to be rocked and conse 
quently rock the roller 63 past the cam portions 
64-64 of arms 54-54 which support the for 
Ward ends of the conveyor belts. Such action 
Will effect the return of the belts to their normal 
driving position in driving relation with the 
letter. 
Upon reaching the stop position, the said 

fingers 25-25 are immediately withdrawn to 
permit the feed of the letter, to a printing posi 
tion. Withdrawal is effected in the manner 
best shown in Fig. 9 by means of a cam con 
trolled structure which comprises a rocker lever 
34, pivotally mounted upon a stud 35, which 
lever carries a roller 36 at one end and has 
its opposite end connected with a lever 37 by 
means of a link 38. Said lever 37 is fixed to 
the shaft 3 which supports the yoke support 
ing lever 29. A cam 4 is fixed to the sec 
ondary drive shaft 5 and has a cam portion 
Which is adapted to engage the roller 36 to rock 
said lever 34 and consequently effect the rocking 
of the yoke Supporting lever 29 and cause the 
Withdrawal of the fingers 25-25 from the 
path of the letter. 
When the printing drum f9 is driven, a gear 
43 fixed thereon, Fig. 4, will rotate therewith 
and drive an intermediate pinion 44. Said in 
termediate pinion 144 is the driving element of 
the entire conveyor device. By direct meshed 
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3. In a postage printing and mailing machine, 

a printing device, a casing enclosing said printing 
device and having an opening for the reception of 
letters, conveyor means arranged above and be 
low the path of the letter, a drive for said print 
ing device and conveyor means, a trip operable 
upon engagement of a letter therewith to effect 
the operation of said drive upon inserting a letter 
into the machine, a latch structure associated 
With said drive and trip, manipulative means 
connected with said latch to effect the setting of 
the trip in a latched position, devices connected 
With Said manipulative means to move One Con 
veyor means relative to the other conveyor means 
and thereby perrinit the insertion of a letter to a 
tripping position, and means associated with the 
trip to effect the release of the latch and conse 
quently effect the return of Said conveyor to a 
letter engaging and driving position. 

4. In a postage printing and mailing machine, 
a printing device, a casing enclosing said printing 
device and having an opening for the reception of 
letters, conveyor means comprising rollers and 
belt members respectively arranged above and 
below the path of the letter, a drive for said 
printing device and conveyor, a trip to effect the 
operation of said drive upon inserting a letter into 
the machine, means to rock the forward end of 
the belt portion of the conveyor downward to 
permit the insertion of a letter to a tripping posi 
tion, and means associated with the trip to re 
turn said belt conveyor portion to a letter engag 
ing and driving position. 

5. In a postage printing and mailing machine, 
the combination with a casing having a letter 
slot to insert a letter therein and further having 
concealed therein a rotary stamp printing unit 
and a mail receiving unit; of conveyor mecha 
nism within the casing and adjacent the slot to 
convey a letter to a printing position when in 
serted into the letter slot, a drive for said print 
ing unit and conveyor mechanism, letter stop 
means, drive actuating trip means arranged for 
engagement by the letter before the letter reaches 
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a stop position, and means controlled by Said 
drive to remove said letter stop means before the 
conveyance of the letter to the printing device. 

6. In a postage printing and mailing machine, 
the combination with a casing having a letter 
slot therein and further having concealed therein 
a rotary stamp printing unit and a mail receiving 
unit; of conveyor mechanism within the casing 
and adjacent the slot to convey a letter to a print 
ing position when inserted into the letter slot, 
said conveyor mechanism including upper and 
lower driven members arranged to yieldingly grip 
and convey the letter between them, manipulative 
means including connections to said conveyor 
whereby the upper and lower parts thereof be 
come relatively spaced to permit the insertion of 
a letter therebetween, a drive for said printing 
unit and conveyor mechanism, means connected 
with the drive to normally prevent the actuation 
thereof, a tripping device connected with said 
latter means and having a portion thereof posi 
tioned in the path of a letter for engagement by 
the letter upon inserting same into the letter 
slot, whereby upon tripping Said tripping device 
the conveyor closes to engage the letter and the 
drive of the printing unit and conveyor is effected. 

7. In a postage printing and mailing machine, 
a printing device, a casing enclosing said print 
ing device and having an opening for the recep 
tion of letters, a letter receiving receptacle within 
the casing, conveyor, means arranged above and 
below the path of the letter in a spaced apart re 
lation, a drive for said printing device and con 
veyor, a trip to effect the operation of said drive 
upon inserting a letter into the machine, stop 
means aSSociated with Said trip to limit the initial 
movement of the letter and normally position the 
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leading end of the letter within the driving range 
of the conveyor, and means controlled by the trip 
to move said conveyor into driving relation with 
the letter after reaching said stop position to 
thereby draw the letter into the machine and 
convey same to a printing position. 

LINDEN A THATCHER. 
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