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(57) Abstract: A head-mounted respiratory assistance apparatus configured to provide a respiratory gases stream to a user. The
head-mounted respiratory assistance has a main body securable to the head of a user and a blower unit that is operable to generate a
pressurised gases stream from a supply of gases from the surrounding atmosphere. A patient interface is provided on the main body
o that has a gases inlet which is tluidly connected to the blower unit and which is configured to deliver the pressurised gases to the
user's nose and/or mouth.
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Supplemental Box

Continuation of: Box II1
This International Application does not comply with the requirements of unity of invention because it does not relate to one
invention or to a group of inventions so linked as to form a single general inventive concept.

This Authority has found that there are different inventions based on the following features that separate the claims into distinct
groups:

¢  Claims 1-40 are directed to a head—mounted respiratory assistance apparatus. The feature of wherein the gases flow path
from the gases inlet of the blower unit to the gases outlet(s) of the patient interface is substantially sealed such that there is
zero bias flow along the gases flow path, and wherein the blower unit comprises a lightweight impeller, and a motor with a
rotatable drive shaft that is configured to rotate the impeller is specific to this group of claims.

o (laims 41-47 are directed to a base station that is operatively connectable to a head—mounted respiratory assistance
apparatus. The feature of the base station comprising: a power supply system that is operable to supply power to the
respiratory assistance apparatus; a data transfer system that is operable to send and receive data to and from the respiratory
assistance apparatus; and a control system that is operable to control the respiratory assistance apparatus via control
signals.is specific to this group of claims.

o (laims 48-50 are directed to a respiratory assistance system. The feature of a wireless power supply system that is
configured to supply power wirelessly to the respiratory assistance apparatus is specific to this group of claims.

o (laims 51-53 are directed to a respiratory assistance system. The feature of one or more wireless sensors mounted to or
within the respiratory assistance apparatus that are configured to sense operational parameters and generate representative
sensor signals is specific to this group of claims.

o (laims 54-56 are directed to a respiratory assistance system. The feature of a wireless communication module onboard the
respiratory assistance apparatus that is operable to receive and send data to external devices and/or systems is specific to
this group of claims.

o (laim 57 is directed to a head-mounted respiratory assistance apparatus. The feature of a head—mounted power supply that
is configured to supply power to the respiratory device is specific to this group of claims.

PCT Rule 13.2, first sentence, states that unity of invention is only fulfilled when there is a technical relationship among the
claimed inventions involving one or more of the same or corresponding special technical features. PCT Rule 13.2, second sentence,
defines a special technical feature as a feature which makes a contribution over the prior art.

When there is no special technical feature common to all the claimed inventions there is no unity of invention.

In the above groups of claims, the identified features may have the potential to make a contribution over the prior art but are not
common to all the claimed inventions and therefore cannot provide the required technical relationship. The only feature common to
all of the claimed inventions and which provides a technical relationship among them is a head-mounted respiratory assistance
apparatus configured to provide a respiratory gases stream to a user, the head-mounted respiratory assistance

apparatus comprising: a main body securable to the head of a user; a blower unit provided on the main body having a gases inlet to
receive a supply of gases from the surrounding atmosphere and which is operable to generate a pressurised gases stream at a gases
outlet; and a patient interface provided on the main body having a gases inlet which is fluidly connected via a flow path to the gases
outlet of the blower unit and which is configured to deliver the pressurised gases to the user's nose and/or mouth via one or more
gases outlets. However this feature does not make a contribution over the prior art because it is disclosed in the following
documents:

D1=WO 2011/022779 A1 (RESMED LTD) 3 March 2011 (see: Abstract; Paragraphs [0008]-[0036] and [00222]-[00266]; Claims;
Figures 1.1-2.1, 3.1-3.4, 12-23 and 56-67)

D2 =US2007/0277827 A1 (BORDEWICK et al.) 6 December 2007 (see: Abstract; Paragraphs [0013] and [0029]-[0063]; Figures
1-4C, 6 and 7; Claims)

D3 =US2010/0170513 A1 (BOWDITCH et al.) 8 July 2010 (see: Abstract; Paragraphs [0016]-[0019] and [0037]-[0079]; Claims;
Figures 1A-1D, 3-7C, 9A-15B)

Therefore in the light of this document this common feature cannot be a special technical feature. Therefore there is no special
technical feature common to all the claimed inventions and the requirements for unity of invention are consequently not satisfied a
posteriori.

As the search and examination for the additional inventions will each require more than negligible additional search and
examination effort over that for the first invention and each other, five additional secarch fees are warranted.
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