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~ UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

WILLIAM ‘A BRYOR, OF SAVANNAH, GHORGIA.

RAINY-DAY!TABLET SHIELD.

- Applivation diled Auigust-26,-1926. -‘Serial No. 131747,

. This invention:relates to.devices for sup-
porting ‘and 'shielding writing boards, -or
pads of that character illustrated in my
pending | application for patent :Serial No.
03,993, filed on March 11,:1926. .

In this application -1-have Hlustrated ‘a
shield adapted to be-disposed over-a writing
pad, this shield being formed of a metallic
{ramework arching laterally over the writ-

ing -pad and :provided - with -transparent

panes of celluloid, the Shield -on ‘one -side
Deing spaced from the swriting pad so that
the fmnd may beiinserted through -one side
of -the ‘device “wheén it 'is-desired ‘to write

upon the pad, the invention being:pdrticu--

Tirly adapted for cuserby :pailway employees
jn cheeking car numbers-or-for. like W_orl;.

- The-general obiject of  the ipresent 1ven-
tion ‘is. to ‘improve upon ‘the:construetion
ustrated fn this prior-application: by sim-
Pplifying toisoine extent the. construetion it-
gelf,-providing better means for-supperting
the pad-and bettér preans for-protecting the
‘pad: from Tain. v : R
-~ @ne-of ‘the specific :objects of the present

invention is to-provide the wrching cover of

‘the shield with a ‘downward and outwakd ex-
tenision whith acts to more fully protect the

‘paper and more fully 'protect the hand:of .

the Writer, -

‘A Further object 1§-to eliminate or reduce

the relativély ‘heavy weight Preseit in ity

prior construdtion’ upon one ‘end of the-pad
‘aiid secuire a muchi bétter ¢citculation ot dir
switliln the Shield.

A gtill futther  object s ‘to ‘provide a
‘cover which is held in plice wpon ‘the Sup-
potting base by thee clanps instead of hav-
g snap Tasteners at ‘'a plurdlity of points.

"Other objects will appear ih ‘the comnse
of the following description.
"My invention is illustrateéd ‘in‘the accom-

~ panying drawings wherein =—
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. porting frame for'the cover; -

_Figure 1is a perspéctive view of ‘a rainy
“day tablet ‘Shield consttucted in-accordande
with my fivention;
‘Fig. 2 is a, perspective view of‘the remov-
-able cover of the 'shield; o
“Fig. '3/is ‘a perspective view of ‘the sup-
- Tig. 4 is a longitudinal seetional view
“through the elip -end” of ‘the supporting
frame and cover; : o R
Fig. b is-an-enlarged fragmentary ‘tians-
‘veise -sectional view ‘tlirough the tablet and

aportion of the frame, showing the attach-
ing means for the cover; R
iﬁig. 6 is a fragmentary perspective view
partly in section: of the structure. shown in
Figure 5; - : L o
i’lg ¥ is-a fragmentary face view of-a
portion of the margin of the cover; showing
the. pocket with which the frame is engaged.
Referring to these - drawings it will be
seen that the base of the device consists of a -
sheet-of thin metal designated 10 to which-a
clip 11.ig-attached by ‘rivets or-other suit-
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able’ means,-this clip being the ordinary clip -

such agis used for holding paper pads upon
a_board. The frame of the cover or shield
is formed of metal-and consists of a longi-
tudinally extending strip 12 whichis angu-
larly bent so as to form an inwardly project-
ing flange 13. . Attached to this strip 12 is.
an inwardly projecting lug 14 of sheet metal,
this. lug being disposed at one énd of the
‘strip . 12. - Attached to-the. strip-12 and ex-
tending upward and laterally are the arch
supporting strips 15 which are made of-thin
sheet nigtal and ‘which may: be corrugated to
stiffen these strips. - There are two of these
strips .15 disposed ene at each end. -of the
strip 1.0 L

Extending from one end. of the strip 12
remote from:the dug:14 is a transverse strip
16 of thin sheet-metal which, .at its ends,
~extends upward and -outward, as at 17, and
i§ there. attached to-a lengitudinally -extend-
ing ‘strip 18 which is cerrngated .or. folded
over upon its edges to render it relatively
rigid. This strip in turn is.attached by sol-
‘dering. or other means to the strips 15. It
will be seen that ‘the supporting brace 17 is
wider than, the-transverse strip 16 and that
‘the “strip. 16 ds set inward from the ex-
tremity of the “longitudinally extending
strip 12. Preferably -the inner margin - of
the strip 16 is flanged at 19 -and when the
tablet supporting.plate 10 is disposed with-
in the shield cover, the spring -clamp 11 is
‘efigaged over the transverse strip ‘16 with
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‘this edge within the flange 19, while 6ne-end

-0f the plate 10 is engaged between the lug
14 and the flange 13. ~Thus, the pad or tab-
‘let is firmly stippotted in place and the.en-
‘tire margin of the tablet on one side is dis-
‘posed below tlie flinge 18 while one end of
_the tablet is dispesed below the cross bar or
strip-19. Thus, the leaves of the tablet are
held “very firmly against any tendency to

" fliitter in the wind or to-roll up.
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Adapted to be disposed over the frame
which lmq been dosu‘lbod ig a cover which is
preferably of leather and celluloid. This
cover is so formed as to support a celluloid
pane or sheet 20 entirely surrounded by the
leather binding 21. At one lnn oin  the
leather lnndm<> is adapted to be (hsp()s@’l
against the strip 12 and held in place by
means of the metallic angle strip 22 and
three or move bolts 28 having thumb nuts 24
The opptmﬁe margin of the cover beyond dw
colluloid 20 is formed of a relatively wide
sheet of ]eather 25, The strips 15, it will be
seen, extend heyond the 1()11g1tndmd strip
18 and the inner face of the portion 25 of the
cover ig formed with pockets 26 into which
the projecting ends of the strips 15 extend.
The pmwdmo ends of the strips 15 are an-
gularly bent downward and outward and
thus this marginal portion 25 is held in a
downwardly and outwardly inclined posi-
tion. One end of the cover is formed with
a hood 27 which extends down to the level
of the plate 10 and extends bevond the brace
17, this extension being formed by a substan-
tinlly triangular flap 28 having the head 29
of a snap fastener element mounted thereon,
the brace 17 being formed with the post 30
of such a snap fastener element. Thus,
when this f‘wp 28 is engaged with the post,
the hood 27 is held firmly in phce, ple\/en*
ing any rain from driving in onto the pad
while, at the same time, ]wenmthn air to
pass upward between this hood 27 and the
plate 10. Preferably the inner face of this
hood is lined with celluloid designated 31.
If it be desired to remove the cover for any
reason, this is easily done by releasing the
three thumb nuts or heads 24 and remov-
ing the angle iron 22. The nmrgin of the
cover may then be detached and the entire
cover drawn off of the frame after the snap
fastener members 29 and 30 have been dis-
engaged.

In the use of this device, as for instance, if
it be desived to take down upon the paper
tablet car numbers, ete., which work must be
done in the open and under all sorts of
weather conditions, the tablet is disposed
upon the sheet 10 and clamped as desired.
The left arm may then support the tablet
and the shield while the right arm is passed
through the lateral opening in the shield for
writing. The transpar ent or translucent
cover gives ample ligl ht but at the same time
rain or snow is LonL off of the tablet. The
device may be 104(111\* held in one hand
when no writing is being done, thus leaving
the other hand free to use a lantern ab moht
The advantages over my original rainy day
shield as illustrated in mvy pending applica-
tion ave that the present ﬂmeld has a slot or
channel into which the clip board 10 may
be placed and which alse engages the mar-
gin of the pad or tablet and complete sup-
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port is given to the tablet.  Constructed as
described, only two suj )p01 Lmrr rods or strips
15 are mecessary in place of “three or more
as are required with my original construe-
tion. My present constr uction has the down-
wardly depending protective portion 25
which 1s not present in my original con-
straction and this protective porﬁon is
formed with poclets for the reception of the
extremities of the strips or supports 15 in-
stead of having the cover attached thereto by
snap fasteners.

In my original construction, the liood was
made of metal which rendered this end of
the tablet shield relatively heavy. This is
done away with by forming the hood of
leather. With this construction, the opera-
tor is protected from the rain when putting
up the sheets and if the hand is wet, the
drops will not fall on the paper under the
cover. Iurthermore, there is a particularly

good circulation of air, thereby preventing
the hood or shield from becoming misty.

I elaim —

A tablet shield comprising a frame in-

clading a longitudinally extending base
strip, upwardly and laterally extending

cover supports carried by the base strip, u
transversely extending bar carvied by the
base strip on one md, an upwardly extend-
ing brace engaged with the end of said bar
remote from the base strip, and a longitudi-
nally L\terdmﬂ frame strip connectmﬂ the
ends of the cover qnppmi and engaged “with
the upper end of the brace, and a cover com-
posed partly of translucent material detach-
ably engnged along one margin with the base
strlp extondmﬂ over and sl‘ppmted by the
supporting stmps and detachably engaged
with the extremities thereof, said cover e-
mg formed with a hood at one end.

A tablet shield comprising a frame in-
c‘]u(ling o longitudinally extending Dbase
strip, upwardly and laterally e\LLndmn
cover supports carried by the base strip, a
transversely extending bar carried by the
base strip on one end, an 11])\\*‘11'(1]\ extend-
ing brace engaged with the end of said bar
remote from the base stri 1;)« and a longitudi-
nally extending frame strip <onnectmo the
ends of the cover support and (‘nﬂ‘med with
the upper end of the brace, and a cover com-
posed partly of translucent material detach-
abh’ Lngaged along one mavgin with the base
strip extending over and supported by the
supporting strips and detachably engaged
with the extremities thereof, the free mar-
gin of the cover extending downward and
outw ard, and one end of the cover being pro-
mded with a hood.

3. A tablet shield comprising a frame in-
cluding a ]ongpfufhn 21ly e\tendmo base
strip, upwardly and laterally O\tuldmo
cover supports carried by the base strip, a
transversely extending bar carried by the
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base strip adjacent one end, a brace extend-
ing upward and outward from said bar, and
a longitudinally extending frame strip con-
necting- the cover supports inward of the
free ends thereof and engaged with the upper
end of the brace, the ends of the cover sup-

~ ports beyond the longitudinally extending

10

- supported by the supporting strips, the free

frame ‘strip being downwardly bent, and a
cover composed partly of -transparent ma--

terial detachably engaged along one margin
with the base strip and extending over and

- margin of the cover being formed with pock-

- the supporting strips, one end

ets to receive the downwardly bent ends of
of the cover
being formed with a hood. = * - S
4. A tablet shield comprising a frame in-

cluding a longitudinally extending base strip

“formed to provide an inwardly extending
flange above the general level ‘of the base
strip, and & lug below said flange, upwardly

and laterally ~extending cover supporting

» strips carried on opposite ends of the base

strip, the extremities being downwardly
turned, a-strip connecting ‘the ends. of the

_-supporting strips, a bar extending trans-

30

~versely from a point adjacent.one end of the
basa strip, and a brace extending upward

from the bar to one end of the connecting

strip, a cover partly composed of transparent:

material detachably engaged. along one mar-
gin with the base strip and extending over
the supporting strips, and having a down-
wardly and outwardly extending marginal
portion .detachably engaged with the cover
supporting strips, said cover being formed

~.. at one end with a hood, and a tablet support

40

adapted to be disposed with one margin be-
neath said flange above the lug, and with

one end beneath the cross bar and having a

clamp engaging it with the cross bar. -
5. A tablet shield comprising a frame in-
cluding a longitudinally extending base strip

~formed to provide an inwardly extending

- 50

flange above ‘the general level of the base
etrip, and a lug below said flange, upwardly
and laterally extending cover supporting

_strips carriéd on opposite ends of the base

strip, the extremities being downwardly
turried, a strip connecting the ends of the
supporting strips, a bar extending trans-
versely from a point adjacent one end of the

base strip, and a brace extending upward

from the bar-to one end of the connecting

-strip, a cover partly composed of transparent
“material detachably engaged along one mar-
gin with the base strip and extending over

the supporting strips, and having.a down-

wardly and outwardly extending marginal

portion detachably engaged with the cover
supporting strips, said cover being formed
at one end with :a flap detachably engaged

-60

at one corner with -said brace, and a tablet -

support adapted to be disposed with one
margin beneath said flange and cross bar
above the lug and having a clamp engaging
said cross bar. ,

6. A tablet shield comprising a frame in-
cluding a longitudinally extending base strip
angular in cross section to provide an in-

-wardly extending flange on a level above the

70

plane of the base strip, upwardly and later-

ally extending cover supporting strips per-
manently. attached to the base strip, and a
cover supported by said cover supporting
strips and detachably engaged with the ex-

5

tremities thereof, said cover at one margin -

baving a flexible portion disposed flat

-against the base strip, an angular strip. dis-

posed ‘upon this margin of the cover and
clamped in place, and fastening devices pass-
ing through the base strip, through the mar-
gin of the cover and through said angular
strip-whereby to detachably engage the mar-
gin of the cover with the base strip. _

7. A tablet shield comprising a support-

80

ing frame having upwardly and laterally -

extending cover strips attached thereto, the -
frame including a cross bar extending paral-

lel to the supporting strips but below the

same and having its inner margin upwardly
and inwardly flanged, a tablet supporting
plate having at one end a spring clamp and
disposed with one margin beneath the frame

and one end beneath the cross bar with ‘the
clamp engaged over the upper face of the
bar and against the flange thereof, and a

cover engaged with the frame, and engaged

witli the cover supporting strips.
In testimony whereof I hereunto affix my
signature.

WILLIAM A. PRYOR.
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