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1. 

The present invention relates generally to con 
tainers and specifically to a pocket-size container 
for cigarettes, medicines, or the like which are 
most desirably taken at pre-arranged intervals or 
at set times during the day. 
The container of the present invention there 

fore has for its principal feature a time-interval 
indicating means connected with the latch which 
opens the container, so that as the container is 
opened the indicating means advances to the next 
hour, or to the time of the next intended open 
ing. This makes the invention of considerable 
use to a person who needs to be reminded of 
the hour of the next dosage of a medicine, and, 
conversely, is of even more use to a person who 
wishes to limit himself to the consumption of, 
Say, a cigarette every tWo hours, or three a day. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

such a container constructed of inexpensive sheet 
materials of plastic, light weight metals, or of 
hard-finished cardboards or the like. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

a series of intervals or set times on the indica 
tor So that as the person found himself able to 
go without cigarettes for, say, three hour inter 
vals, he could change the scale or indicator to 
make the intervals of four or five hours, and later, 
do the same thing again, possibly to six or Seven 
hours. Or, if the device was used for indicating 
the dispensing time for medicines, the indicator 
could be changed to indicate suitable intervals 
as desired or prescribed. 
These and other objects and advantages of 

the invention will be readily apparent from con 
sideration of the annexed drawing in which: 

Fig. 1 is a plan view of the front of the ciga 
rette case. 

Fig. 2 is a side view in section taken on line 
2-2 of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 3 is a plan view of the actuating disc. 
Fig. 4 is a plan view of the indicator disc with 

sample time intervals inscribed thereon, and 
Fig. 5 is an exploded view of the parts of the 

invention in side view. 
Referring to the drawings in which like nu 

merals indicate like parts throughout the Several 
views, the container or case 0 has a lid hinged 
at the back by a piano hinge 2 having a Spring 
3 incorporated in the hinge to make the lid fly 
open when the catch 4 is released. 
On the front of case 0 is attached the shallow 

box 5 having, in this conception of the inven 
tion, an arcuate lower portion 6. A slot 7 in 
face 5 permits the limited movement of the lever 
i8 which is a projection from the edge of the ac 
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2 
tuating disc 9. Also on disc 9 as shown more 
clearly in Figs. 3 and 5 is the actuating pawl 20 
which, when the lever 8 is moved in a counter 
clockwise direction in slot 7, engages with the 
edge of one or another of the perforations 2 
in the indicator disc 22. The pawl 20 is so 
shaped as to slide up and out of the perfora 
tions 22 as the actuating disc 9 is returned to 
its first or clockwise position by the spring 23 
Which attaches by a lug 24 to actuating disc 
9 by a similar lug 25 to the case 0. 
The shallow box 5 has a Second slot 28 formed 

by outwardly turned edges 29 in which is slidable 
an aperture plate 30. This permits the indicator 
disc to bear more than one series of time inter 
val, markings, only one circle of them being vis 
ible at a time through the aperture 3 of the 
aperture plate 30. Also attached to the actuat 
ing disc 9 is cam 32, facing rearwardly and bear 
ing against latch lever 34 as it is moved counter 
clockwise to release catch 4. Latch lever 34 is 
Y-shaped and is biased by spring 35 below the 
hinge 37. The shallow box or face 5 has a 
spring 40 on its inner Wall bearing against the 
indicator disc 22 with a detent or lug 4 on the 
end of it which Will also slip into any one of the 
perforations 2 in the indicator disc 22. 
The actuating disc 9 and the indicator disc 22 

are restrained from lateral movement in the 
shallow box 5 in the following manner which 
permits rotary movement of each. A plate 42 is 
fastened to the front of the case f O and has a 
circular socket 43 into which fits the boss 44 
formed or cemented on the rear of the actuating 
disc 9, this holds disc 9 in place for rotary 
movement only, and the indicator disc 22 is held 
at its lower periphery by the inner side of the 
arcuate lower edge 6 of the box 5. While the 
lugs 20 and 4 engage the appropriate perfora 
tions during rotation and at rest, respectively, 
and thereby hold the indicator disc 22 from mov 
ing upwardly. 
AS Will be Seen in Fig. 4, the time interval in 

dicia, 50 inscribed on the indicator disc 22 are in 
Sequence by skipping a certain number of per 
forations 2, this is for the purpose of permitting 
the lever 8 a greater length of stroke for each 
operation and gives a greater radial movement 
for each opening of the lid ff. This permits the 
Widest latitude of design of cam 32 in conjunc 
tion. With the design of the latch lever 34, spring 
35, and catch 4. The time interval indicia ill 
lustrated on the indicator disc 22 are here only 
Suggested as applicable to a cigarette case as an 
example, and are not deemed to be a part of the 
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invention. Any other indicia, may be substituted 
as desired, and not to be limited to the illustrated 
embodiment thusly described. 
In operation, the case 0 is conveniently held 

in the left hand and the thumb of that hand 
moves the lever 8 a. single stroke downwardly 
which rotates the indicator disc 22 to the next 
time interval and unlatches the lid . The ac 
tuating disc 9 returns to its original position and 
lug 20 engages with the perforation 2 Which is 
next in the skipped sequence. As here illustrated, 
the perforations which engage in sequence and, 
therefore, the indicia, which follow in Sequence 
are 54° apart, permitting the stroke length of the 
actuating lever 8 to be 330 of circumference of 
the disc 9. 

Obviously many modifications and variations 
of the present invention are possible in the light 
of the above teachings. It is, therefore, to be 
understood, that within the Scope of the ap 
pended claims, the invention may be practiced 
otherwise than as Specifically described. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A pocket container for cigarettes or the like 

having a reminder of the dispensing title inter 
vals thereon comprising a case having a lid biased 
to open position, a latch for Said lid, a shallow 
box fixed to said case, a first disc in Said box 
rotatably secured to said case, Said disc having 2, 
latch-releasing-cam thereon, a second disc in Said 
box, time interval indicia on said Second disc, Said 
indicia, arranged on Said disc in concentric Cir 
cles and in Skipped sequence in each Circie, 3, 
slot in Said box, an aperture plate Slidable iii 
Said slot adapted to register With any One of Said 
indicia circles, a circle of Spaced perforations in 
said second disc, means in Said box releasally 
engaging One of Said perforations, in eaS On Said 
first disc engageable with another of Said per 
forations for movement of Said first and Second 
discs together, and lever ineans on Said first disc 
operable through a slot in Said box to rotate 
said first and Second discs While uniatching Said 
lid. 

2. A dispensing case for cigarettes or the like 
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4. 
having an automatically advanced time-to-use 
indicator thereon comprising a Substantially rec 
tangular case, a shallow box Secured to the side 
of said case, an indicia-bearing disc in Said box, 
means including an arcuate Side of Said bOX and 
detents for releasably restraining movement of 
said disc in said box, means On Said box includ 
ing an aperture for eXposing in Sequence a Se 
ries of indicia. On Said disc, a lid. On Said box 
biased to open position, a latch. On Said box adapt 
ed to hold Said lid closed, and lever means pro 
truding from Said box constructed and arranged 
to Simultaneously actuate Said latch and advance 
Said disc in one direction to expose the indicia, 
next in Sequence. 

3. In a pocket-size cigarette case having a lid 
Spring-biased to open position and a latch for 
said lid, the improvement of a Visial reminder 
of the next of a Series of Set interWas Of tine 
to open Said case comprising a Shallow box fixed 
to the front of Said case, a disc rotatable in Said 
box, inscriptions on said disc representing desired 
intervals of time, said inscriptions being arranged 
in concentric circles thereon, an aperture plate 
Slidable in the face of Said box adapted to ex 
pose one or another of Said inscription circles an 
interval at a time, Said inscribed intervals in 
each circle being in Skipped Sequence and of an 
Odd number So that Said disc must be rotated a 
Set number of more than One interval for Said 
exposed intervals to be sequentially following, 
pivotai means in Said box for simultaneously un 
latching Said lid While advancing Said disc to the 
Sequentially following interval, and lever means 
protruding from a Slot in Said box operable to 
actuate Said pivotal means. 

JOHN W. ENIELD. 
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